ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 8TH JANUARY 2007
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been received:-
a.
HO/31065/003 Erection of a single storey extension and rear conservatory, 


The Wombles, Anslow Lane, Mr. Mullarky.

b.
HO/30447/004 Erection of a two storey front extension, Silvertrees, School Lane, Mr. & 
Mrs. Hardy

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS


The following applications have been permitted:-


a.
TN/17350/009 Various works to nine trees, The Old Hall, Hall Grounds, Mr. P. 



Taylor


The following application has been withdrawn:-


a.
PA/00581/011 Erection of a single storey extension to the north elevation to form bottle store, and single storey extensions to the south elevation to form snooker room and childrens room, and installation of a timber deck to the south elevation with associated 1.2 metre high fencing, Rolleston Club, 15 Burnside

3.
ESBC – LOCAL GOVERNMENT WHITE PAPER

A copy of the Local Government White Paper has been forwarded to your Chairman from ESBC for comments.  Attached is a copy of the paper for member’s perusal.
4. ESBC - CEMETERY/FIDDLERS LANE

It has been advised via Mr. Martin that the road signs were not erected by the anticipated completion date of 15th December.    The Clerk has contacted ESBC who have advised that they will make it a priority in the New Year.  

A complaint has been received via your Chairman that the tap at the cemetery is broken, and despite the gentleman reporting it to ESBC on several occasions no action has been taken.  The Clerk has logged the complaint with the Cemetery Manager, ESBC on 3rd January. And the following response has been received:-


“I have been making efforts to get a plumber out to Rolleston and, ideally, erect a brick pillar within which the tap can be properly housed. I will redouble those efforts and get the tap repaired asap”.
5.

ESBC - SHOTWOOD CLOSE

No further progress has been made, following the letter from the Chief Executive dated 24th November, stating that she was in receipt of our letter with regards to various outstanding issues and is making enquiries.
6.
ESBC – LAND OFF MEADOW VIEW/STATION ROAD

No further progress has been made, following the letter from the Chief Executive dated 24th November, stating that she was in receipt of our letter with regards to various outstanding issues and is making enquiries.
7.
ESBC – FOOTPATH WESTBURY HOMES DEVELOPMENT

No further progress has been made, following the letter from the Chief Executive dated 24th November, stating that she was in receipt of our letter with regards to various outstanding issues and is making enquiries.
8.

ESBC PLAYGROUND INSPECTION
No further progress has been made, following the letter from the Chief Executive dated 24th November, stating that she was in receipt of our letter with regards to various outstanding issues and is making enquiries.

It is expected that the quotes for the minor repair of the playground equipment should be received week commencing 8th January.  A telephone call was received by the Clerk on 21st December, to say that the quotes provided by the contractor had been misplaced by the office and were in process of being reproduced.


A quote for the replacement sign on the skate ramp is in part 2 of the Clerks Report.  The skate ramp has now been re-painted in order to cover the graffiti.

9.
ESBC – BULKY WASTE & RECYCLING

ESBC have been in touch and it was agreed that a date would be set for the second Bulky Waste Collection in the New Year.  Members are asked to consider if they would like this advertising in the next issue of the Rollestonian (distribution early March).


A letter has been sent to the Waste Management Department, asking why they are unable to take Yellow Pages for recycling when South Derby District Council can.  To date no response has been received.
10.
ESBC – MARSTON LANE

No further information has been received form ESBC with regards to this item.

11.
ESBC – PRECEPT REQUIREMENTS

Our Environmental Officer has advised that the additional path where the brambles need to be cut on the Jinny Trail will be £70.00 per cut.  Our Environmental Officer has advised that we should complete 1 mow in March, and then one every fortnight until the end of October, with one final cut taking place in November.  This would equal 18 cuts per annum, against the previously agreed 13.  The quote for the additional 5 mows is £2,000 per annum.


Estimates of the Parish Councils Precept requirements for the year 207/08 have been prepared and are attached for members comment.
11.
ESBC – PRECEPT REQUIREMENTS (continued)

Information has been passed from ESBC advising that the tax base will be £1,350.85.  This means that if the parish council wishes to raise £1,000 by way of a precept next year, this would result in a charge of £0.74 for a band D property.
12.
ESBC – CONSERVATION AREA REVIEW DOCUMENTS

Members agreed that this item should be kept on the agenda, to be reviewed in January.

13.
ESBC – WASP CONTRIBUTION

It has been advised by ESBC that the WASP payment is likely to be processed on either Thursday 4th January or Tuesday 9th January, and the delay in payment has been caused by the misplacement of the paperwork at ESBC. 
14.
ESBC - ENFORCEMENTS



Meadow View (74 Station Road)

It has been confirmed that condition 9 of the planning permission required the retention of the hedgerow.  The Enforcements Department have visited the site and have requested that the developers carry out supplementary planting to thicken up the hedge.

Cross Farm

It was advised via our Borough Councillor that he had received information from a concerned resident that someone was using the caravan and camping park as a permanent address and it was alleged that benefits had been claimed by this person.  The Clerk has contacted ESBC Enforcements who have advised as follows:-

“I have looked into the allegation that the Certificated Caravan Site above is being used by someone permanently in residence.  The owner of the site has been interviewed and states that he never allows anyone to stay for longer than a fortnight and there is no one permanently living there. In the absence of any evidence to support the allegation, or information on the identity of the complainant so that I can speak to him directly, I am not able to take any further action”.

2A Station Road

The following information has been received from ESBC, following the enquiry from the VDSG about the building that was demolished on Boxing Day 2005:-


“I have looked into the history for this matter and can advise that the Parish Council Willetts was informed by an e-mail dated 12 Jan 05 that enforcement action would not be taken. Permission was granted on 28 Feb 05 for the erection of a single storey side and rear extension, which will be similar in design to that removed”.

The Lawns Salon


As agreed at the previous Parish Council meeting, a letter has been sent to ESBC asking for a discontinuance notice to be served.  To date no response has been received, but it is understood that the Senior Enforcement Officer dealing with the case has been on annual leave.
15.
SCC -PARKING PROBLEMS - BURNSIDE


No further information is available on this item

16.

SCC – SINGLE SITE SCHOOL

It is hoped that Mr. Fraser may be able to report further on this item.

17.
SCC – DOUBLE YELLOW LINES (OLD POST OFFICE)

The following letter has been received from SCC:-

17.
SCC – DOUBLE YELLOW LINES (OLD POST OFFICE) (continued)
“Yellow lines outside the old Post Office, as mentioned previously we are looking at the old traffic order here which was in place when the property was used as a Post Office to see if any amendments are now necessary.  My Traffic Officer Alice Bannister will contact you directly on this matter”.
18.
SCC -ROAD RE-SURFACING – CHURCH ROAD

“This road has been surveyed along with many other roads within the County.  Unfortunately it does not yet meet the criteria to warrant any further action and as such does not feature in the 5 year programme for Capital works.  However the road will be inspected and monitored in accordance with our Highway Inspection policy and I will continue to submit for assessment”.

19.
SCC – FOOTWAYS


No further information is available on this item

20.
SCC -CHURCH ROAD VERGES


No further information is available on this item

21. SCC – ROAD SIGNS – MARSTON LANE

The following advice was received from SCC on 111th December:-

“Church Road Junction with Marston Lane I shall arrange to have the signs repositioned”.

22. SCC – KNOWLES HILL 


No response has been received from SCC following the two complaints from residents of Knowles Hill with regards to speeding issues and the ineffectiveness of the newly re-instated rumble strips.



No response has been received from SCC with regards to the recent re-surfacing works and the notification to them that the newly surfaced footway is breaking up.
23.
SCC – COMMUNITY PATHS INITIATIVE – BIDS FOR 2007/08

A list of the required works identified during the footpath walks has been sent to Burton Conservation Volunteers in order for a quotation to be obtained.  Once the quote has been received the grant application for the above initiative will be completed (deadline 31st January 2007).  

24. SCC – TRAFFIC CALMING SURVEY



It is understood that the second traffic calming survey has taken place, although to date no results have been received.
25.
FLY-TIPPING CRAYTHORNE ROAD


A second letter has been written to Bovis explaining that fly tipping has taken place in the field and asking for a fence to be erected to stop unauthorised access to the field.  No response has been received.
26.
VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD

The Noticeboard on the jitty by the Westbury Homes development has now been installed.

27.
FINGERPOST SCHOOL LANE



The steel castings have now been ordered for the restoration of the fingerpost, and work is likely to commence when the weather gets warmer in the New Year.  An estimated time of completion is to be advised, although it has been advised that is approximately a 16 week project.


A grant totaling £1,500.00 has been awarded by SCC and the Clerk has submitted a request for the funds to be released to the Parish Council.  As agreed with Signpost Restoration Ltd a down payment of £1,500.00 will be made, with the rest of the money being paid upon completion of the work.

28.
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE

The following letter has been received from Burton College:-


“Despite writing to all students who live in Rolleston on Dove and personal contact with several, we have been unable to persuade any individuals to take an interest.  We will keep trying and hopefully come up with a name”.

29.
VILLAGE CLEAN UP DAY

In order for this years Village Clean Up day to be advertised in the next issue of the Rollestonian, the date will need to be confirmed at this meeting.  It is suggested that it could take place on Saturday 12th May.  
30.
APRIL MEETING (EASTER MONDAY)


As the April Parish Council meeting falls on Easter Monday, an alternative date will need to be agreed at this meeting.  After consultation, the Chairman and Clerk would suggest that the Parish Council meeting takes place on Monday 2nd April and the Annual Parish Meeting takes place on Monday 23rd April.
31.
VILLAGE LIAISON MEETING

Members are advised that the next village liaison meeting is on Monday 15th January.

32.
COMPLETION OF ANNUAL AUDIT

Following consultation with Zurich Municpal the Clerk was advised that there would be no additional supplement for the increase in the fidelity insurance.  This has now been increased to £45,000.00.

33. ITEMS OF HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE

The following email has been received from the Customer Service Manager at Meadowside Leisure Centre with regards to the items of  historical importance to Rolleston:-


“Unfortunately as I suspected the Natural History Museum can not take them because we have no documentation of each bird with regards to where and when they were killed / stuffed and who by.  This is really disappointing.  I feel, we at the Meadowside, may be in a situation where we have no other choice but to offer them out to a relative or sell them to a private collector”. 


 “It is disheartening, but I feel that as long as we are able to have written documentation as to where the birds have gone then we will have done all we can. This may be the only option left instead of giving them to a museum.  I will speak to my line managers and ask their advice as to whether we can advertise in your village magazine”.

34.
SPEEDWATCH

Mr. Topliss, Manager of Rolleston Speedwatch will be invited to make a report at the next Village Liaison meeting.   The following email has been received from Chief Superintendent Smy, following our letter to him dated 20th November, as previous letters of both September and October were unanswered:-

“We are aware of the problems in Rolleston and very pleased that some residents have joined with us to form Community Speedwatch. We have received reports from the volunteers and these have been discussed at local Joint Operations Group (JOG) meetings between the Police and other authorities. Unfortunately Inspector Steve Burton the NPU Commander is currently off sick recovering from an operation so some of his work is being handled by others. This might explain some of the correspondence delays. Sgt Mark George is the Divisions Road Policing single point of contact and he has referred the matter to the County Road Safety Partnership in the hope that we can secure some enforcement alongside the warning letters. We have no local speed detection devices that allow us to issue fixed penalty tickets. We are reviewing the letters we send out to expand the types of offences we advise on and to pursue repeat offenders. You should understand this is a pilot initiative almost unique in the country and we are having many problems with the legal system supporting our (and we think your) concerns about this serious issue. 
Please be assured we are dealing with your concerns and if you can advise me of your next Parish Council meeting date in the New Year I will arrange for either Sgt George or Inspector Burton to attend”.

Chief Superintendent Smy has since emailed to say, that representation from the Police will be made at the February Parish Council meeting to discuss our concerns further.

35.
ANSLOW LANE


A letter dated 16th December has been received from Mr. Essery asking for further comment from the Parish Council.  A copy of the letter is attached for members comment.  Mr. Essery will be invited to make a report on Anslow Lane at the next Village Liaison meeting.


A letter has been received by your Borough Councillor from ESBC, Enforcements in response to the questions raised by Mr. Essery with regards to the hedge at the rear of Kiln Lodge.  A copy of the letter is attached for member’s information.

A copy of a letter sent to PC Lear from Mr. Essery with regards to speeding cars along Anslow Lane has been received by the Clerk.  PC Lear has advised the Clerk that no action can be taken by the police without an independent witness.

36.

ROLLESTON FOOTBALL CLUB

Copies of the fixtures list and insurance certificate have now been received.  A second coat of paint has now been applied to the porta cabin, and the steel shutters have now been made, it is expected that these will be installed within the next couple of weeks.

The Clerk has arranged for the old five a-side goal posts to be removed from the hedge.  Advice is currently being sought from the Grounds man at Derby County Football Club with regards to the recommended length of grass for the pitch.  Quotes for repair works to the Car Park are in Part 2 of the Clerks Report.

37.
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

The Environment Agency has extended an invitation to the Flood Wardens and any members of the Parish Council who may be interested to go and visit the Environment Agencies offices.  They would be able to demonstrate the systems they use when issuing warnings, explain what their flood watches and warnings mean for us, and generally discuss flooding issues in the area.


A volunteer has come forward for the vacant flood warden position to cover the areas of Beacon Road, Chapel Lane and School Lane. 

38.
FOOTPATH 14

The following letter has been received from Mr. Reilly with regards to the proposed cycle path along this route:-


“Further to your letter dated 12/09/06 we still have concerns regarding turning the public footpath into a cycle track, and our concerns remain the same:-

· Danger to pedestrians using the public footpath particularly young children

· The amount of land required

· The issue of dog fouling remains a problem although not directly related to turning into a cycle track, but increased trespasses on our land

· The use of motorbikes etc, which we would not want and cannot see how could be prevented.

· The effect and danger to animals when present in the field

· Also any need for planning permissions changed would carry additional concerns

“If you were proposing to fence off the footpath along the length of the field, plant a hedge and maintain these and adequately address the other issues raised then we can see no reason at the current time why the public footpath could not be used as a cycle path.  We would of course want to involve our solicitor and have appropriate legal documents drawn up and would expect you to fund this”.

39.
DOCTORS SURGERY

Members agreed that this item should be kept on the agenda.

40.
VILLAGE PANCAKE RACES – THE CROFT

Permission has been sought from the Civic Trust for use of The Croft for the above event to be held on Saturday 24th February.  The races are due to commence at 2pm and access to The Croft would be required earlier in the day in order to prepare a narrow strip of land, which would involve clearing the route of any debris, mowing a strip of grass, and setting out rope boundaries.  This annual fund raise is in aid of St Marys Church.

41.
FOOTWAY OUTSIDE CHERRY COTTAGE

A letter has been sent to the owners of Cherry Tree Cottage, advising them that the large pebbles escaping the driveway are causing problems for pedestrians, in particular children.

42.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

The following invoices have been received for payment:-

a.
Hardy Signs


1431 

£1849.45


(Village Noticeboard)


b.
Mr. Phil Gould


1432

£1027.49



(Environmental & Mowing)


c.
Mrs. J. Gregory


1433

£40.00


(Glass Collection)


d.
Mr. P. Adams


1434

£60.00



(Litter Collection)


e.
HM Revenue & Customs

1435

£41.91



(Clerk Tax & N.I)




f.
Mrs. H. Light


1436

£517.94



(Clerk salary)


g.
Mrs. H. Light


1437

£36.50


(Telephone & Internet)


h.
Mr. P.A. Martin


1438

£50.00



(Almshouses Xmas Tree)


i.
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust
1439

£36.00


(Annual Membership)


j.
Audit Commission

1440

£293.75



(External Auditor Fee 05/06)


k.
Hardy Signs


1441

£575.75


(Jinny Nature Trail Sign)


l.
Mr. R. Bush


1442

£35.98



(Webmaster x 2 months)

43.
REPORTS


The following reports have been received:-


Outreach Bulletin, Volume 1, Issue 1

Community Council of Staffordshire – Rural News and Views

Local Council Review – Volume 58, No.5 January 2007

The Chairman will move that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
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