ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 14TH MARCH 2005

PRESENT

Mr. J. Morris, Chairman

Mr. K.A. Bradley

Mrs. S. Redgrave

Mr. P.M. Taylor

Mrs. B. Toon

Mrs. V.J. Trelinska

Dr. M.J. Trelinski

Mr. A.W. Starbuck

Mr. J.W. Winstone

Mr. J.S. Westwood

Miss. C. Pidsley

Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts, Clerk

Three members of the public were in attendance.

67.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME & PETITIONS

a.
TRAFFIC CALMING – CHURCH ROAD (Clerk’s Report, Item 8)

Mr. Edwards asked the Chairman whether the Parish Council has a copy of the first speed survey that was taken from Church Road prior to the addition of the traffic calming measures.  He also asked if the Parish Council was going to ask for a copy of the new speed survey that is expected to be compiled in the next 2/3 months.

The Chairman replied that the Parish Council would be asking for copies of both surveys on Church Road.

It was also reported that it is understood that three accidents have happened on Church Road since the traffic calming measures have been put in place.

Mr. Marshall stated that the lighting on the build out at the Tutbury Road end of Church Road has still not been completed.  Mr. Marshall was concerned that the contractors have left the build out in a dangerous condition.  He believes that there should be at least hazard warning lights aiding motorists.

The Chairman agreed that Staffordshire County Council should be contacted on the above concerns. 

68.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. W. Hodson Walker, County Councillor Bather and Mrs. M. Woodbine.

69.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the meeting held on 14th February 2005 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

70.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

a.
WESTBURY HOMES (Clerk’s Report, Item 10)

Members reported that the Highways Authority has not yet repaired Station Road outside the new estate.  

70.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING (continued)

b.
FOOTPATH 14


Members were advised that it was believed that the work to the second kissing gate had now been completed.

c.
ESBC – LITTER BIN


It was unclear at the time of the meeting whether the bin on the Meadow View jitty had now been replaced.  It was reported that a new larger bin had replaced the green old bin on the corner of Elizabeth Avenue and Burnside.

71.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 10TH MARCH 2005

1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Dr. Trelinski, Mrs. Trelinska and Mr. Taylor declared an interest with planning application ‘d’ and withdrew from the meeting.  Dr. Trelinski and Mrs. Trelinska declared an interest with planning application ‘e’ and withdrew from the meeting. 

a.
PA/02835/027 Conversion of existing buildings and construction of new units to form 15 dwellings, erection of a pagoda and a pavilion within garden areas, new sections of walling and associated gardens and car parking, former The Dove Clinic, Brookside, for Timesmore LTD


LB/02835/028 Demolition of previous extension to The Dower House, internal and external alterations to The Dower House and The Lodge in association with the conversion of the former to 3 dwellings and The Lodge to a single dwelling and erection of new sections of walling

Members considered the above two planning applications as one.  Members made the following comments: -

.
They welcomed improvements to the access of the site but, as this is in the Conservation Area and is in one of the most attractive locations within the village, it must be kept in keeping with the area.

.
Members agreed that the proposals for the  ‘White House’ would greatly improve the building therefore members welcomed this section of the planning application. 

.
Members understand that there is a large sycamore tree in the grounds of the present Dower House that has a TPO on it.  (If this is the case the tree is not clearly mark on the planning application).  Members want assurance that this tree will remain if this application is granted.

.
Members as a whole supported this planning application.

Members would also like the following points to be considered if this application is granted.

.
As already stated this is a picturesque area that needs protecting.  Members want reassurance that the verges on the opposite side of the entrance on Brookside are repaired immediately if damaged by heavy vehicles whilst construction is taking place.  Members asked if money could be put on one side under the 106 Agreement to fully repair and make good any damage resulting in this development to any of the verges and traffic island (Spread Eagle Island) in the vicinity of this site.

.
Members would also like to ask for some form of traffic management to be implemented whilst construction is in progress.  

71.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 10TH MARCH 2005 (continued)


1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS (continued)

It was suggested that all relevant vehicles should come in to the village and exit via Tutbury.  The village has a weight restriction and there is particular concern that the Spread Eagle Bridge could suffer if conditions were not put in place to restrict the movements of construction vehicles prior to any work commencing on the site.

Members are aware that there are neighbours who have expressed a wish to comment on this application.  It is understood that their comments may be delayed.  Members asked for this to be taken into consideration.

b.
HO/07472/008 Erection of a part first floor. Part two storey side extension and detached double garage, 23 Beacon Road, for Mr & Mrs. Stenhouse


Members strongly objected to the position of the garage on this planning application.  The garage should be adjacent to the house.  In the proposed position the garage would be contrary to the character of the village which needs considering as this property is in the Conservation Area.


Members had no objection to the proposals for the house.

c.
CU/20292/027 Change of use from an orchard to domestic garden land, Orchard Barn, School Lane, for Mrs. Owen


Members commented that whilst not opposed to this planning application they would not like to see any changes to the current village development boundaries.

d.
TN/17350/007 Various works to 5 Yews, 1 Flowering Cherry, 1 Sycamore and 1 Balsam tree, The Old Hall, Hall Grounds, for Mr & Mrs. Taylor


Members had no objections to this planning application but ask if comments could be sought from the Borough Council’s Tree Officer.

e.
TN/00757/013 Removal of 3 Silver Birch and I Ornamental Cherry tree, 

10 Station Road, for Mr. Bale



Members had no objections to this planning application but ask if comments could be sought from the Borough Council’s Tree Officer.


However, members are concerned with the number of trees being removed as this property is in the Conservation Area.  If this application is granted members asked for new trees to be planted in similar positions to replace the trees that are to be removed.

f.
HO/29532/002 Replacement of existing windows to rear elevation with French doors, Meadow Lodge, Home Farm Barns, Church Road.


Members had no objections to this planning application.

g.
OU/06738/004 Outline application for the erection of a detached dwelling, 74 Station Road, for Mrs. Jobson


Members strongly objected to this planning application for the following reasons: -


.
This application was considered ‘back land’ development.

71.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 10TH MARCH 2005 (continued)

1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS (continued) 


.
Members stated that this was ‘over development’.

.
It was felt that this planning application was contrary to the Local Plan and to the character of this village.

.
The access that would be required at the rear of the present property would be on a bend on an already busy estate.

.
If this application were to be granted then this would set a precedent for neighbouring properties.

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS

Members noted the planning applications that had been approved.

3.
PLANNING ISSUES

Members noted that the planning application for The Lodge, Chapel Lane, had been withdraw.

4.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL (Clerk’s Report, Item 13)
Members noted the contents of the letter written by SCC following the recent meeting with representatives from their Legal Department.

Members agreed the date for the next Joint Working Party which is to be hosted by Stretton Parish Council.  It was suggested that Mr. Williams be invited to attend this meeting as it is understood he has knowledge with cycleways and byways.

· Members noted the comments forwarded from Mrs. Anderson that stated it is believed that Sustrans are reassessing their priorities with their main priorities being urban cycle ways.  Members agreed that these comments need to be forwarded to Sustrans for clarification and their comment.

5.
ST MARY’S CHURCH – TREE FESTIVAL

It was reported that St. Mary’s Church propose to hold a Christmas Tree Festival this year over the weekend of 26/27th November.  The Parish Council agreed to support this event in principle.

Mrs. Regrave and Mrs. Toon both kindly volunteered to decorate a tree for this event.   

6.
TRAFFIC CALMING  - CHURCH ROAD (Clerk’s Report, Item 8)
Members noted the letters written by Mr. Edwards and the replies that he has received.  Some members made the following comments: -

· Members stated that they consider that the ‘build out’ at the Tutbury end of Church Road is badly lit and that the signage is not adequate.

· Members were concerned that the entrance to Marston Lane still requires a sign warning of hidden junction.

· The road surface all along Church Road is in a poor condition.

· There was also concern that the cushions were badly positioned for larger vehicles, e.g. passing buses.

There were also some members supporting the new traffic management measures, reporting that they considered that the speed of traffic has slow tremendously since the cushions and build out have been in place.

However, all members agreed that the condition of the road surface along not just Church Road but Station Road and Dovecliff Road was in a very poor condition.

Members asked for the Dovecliff Road traffic calming measures to be included on next month’s Agenda.

71.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 10TH MARCH 2005 (continued)

7.
ESBC – PARISH COUNCIL’S FORUM – HIGHWAYS ISSUES

(Clerk’s Report, Item 10)
The Chairman reported on the background of the Forum meetings saying that the meetings are a useful contact for the Chairman and Clerk.  Members agreed that the issue of the road conditions highlighted in Minute Number 71:6 should be forwarded to ESBC to be included on the Forum Agenda adding why has SCC not exercised their authority in having Westbury Homes repair the road outside the new estate.  The Forum meeting on 5th April is with the Director of Development Services for Highways, Ron Hilton.

8.
SCC – PUBLIC NOTICE – RICHARD WAKEFIELD 

CE PRIMARY SCHOOL



Members noted the public notice that had been received.  

9.
DUCK RACE

Members agreed permission for the PSFA at De Ferrers to use The Croft to hold their annual Duck Race on Saturday 21st May.  

Members were also asked to consider a date for this year’s annual clean up day.  Members agreed the date of 14th May.

10.
SPCA – TRAINING SEMINAR

Members noted that details have been received for a training seminar on ‘Preparing for, and Surviving, Audit’.  

11.
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT

Members noted the present quotation from the Standing Orders that refer to guidelines for inspection of the Minutes.  Members were advised that the government would be issuing guidelines shortly for Town and Parish Councils on what changes to make for copies of correspondence etc.  With this in mind members concluded that Standing Order, Number 61:b, will need to be reviewed following receipt of these guidelines.

12.
FOJORPS – COMMUNITY DAY 2005

Members noted that FOJORPS are organising their Community Day for Saturday 11th June  

Members agreed that permission should be given for the use Elizabeth Avenue Play Area as a car park for the day. Members asked that this must be on the condition that the tarmac areas are roped off and that the car park is policed periodically. 

Members agreed to support the cost of the cost of the puppet show again this year.  The cost approved was for £150.



Members also agreed that they would be requiring a stall this year.

13.
COUNCIL TAX 2005/06

Members noted the information provided by the Borough Council for this year‘s Council Tax charges. 
14.
SCHOOL RUN PARKING PROBLEM – STATION ROAD



Members noted with concern the letter received from Mr. Blackshaw.  



Members agreed to support all Mr. Blackshaw’s suggestions listed below: -

71.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 10TH MARCH 2005 (continued)



14.
SCHOOL RUN PARKING PROBLEM – STATION ROAD (continued)

a. 
 Inform Mr. Arblaster of this problem.  Could he in turn inform parents of the chaos which is being created?

b.
Place a sign on the lamppost outside No 21 Station Road to indicate to cars approaching from the Spread Eagle to ‘Give way to oncoming traffic’.

c.
Consider double yellow lines to replace the white line that indicates the ‘No Parking’ area.

Points ‘b’ and ’c’ will be forwarded to Staffordshire County Council.

15.
DOCTOR’S SURGERY

Dr. Trelinski and Mrs. Trelinska declared an interest with this item and withdrew from the meeting.  

Members noted this information provided on the range of services that will be available at the new proposed doctor’s surgery.  Members said that there was a great need for a public meeting as soon as possible to inform residents of what is proposed as there are questions that residents need answering.  Some members commented that there was a growing concern within the village that this development is too large and that not enough car parking spaces will be allocated.  

16.
APOLOGIES – GOOD PRACTISE PROCEDURE

Members agreed not to alter the present Standing Order that covers the issue of apologies for absence from meetings.

17.
REPORTS



Member noted the following reports that have been received: -



Town and Parish Standards:03 (Newsletter) - The Standards Board for England 

Staf FORWARD shire - Community Council of Staffordshire 



Rural News and Views – Community Council of Staffordshire

18.
ANSLOW LANE

Members noted the contents of Mr. Essery’s letter and instructed the Clerk to pass on his concerns to Staffordshire County Council. Members stated that a letter should also be written to Mr. Essery pointing out that the Highway Authority is responsible for the condition of the grass verges. 

19.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


It was resolved that the following accounts listed below be paid: -




Name



Cheque No.

Amount



a.
Community Council of Staffordshire1169


£20.00




(Annual subscription)



b.
Viking Office Supplies

1170


£62.90



c.
Mr. P. Gould


1171


£375.00




(Environmental Contract)



d.
Mrs. J. Gregory


1172


£40.00




(Glass Clearance)

71.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 10TH MARCH 2005 (continued)


19.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)



e.
Mrs. M. Willetts


1173


£464.88




(Salary – Feb)



f.
SCC



1174


£83.10




(Pension)



g.
Inland Revenue


1175


£32.21



h.
Staffordshire Playing Fields Ass’
1176


£15.00




(Annual Subscription)



i.
Mr. R. Bush


1177


£53.97




(Internet charges)



j.
Mr. P.A. Martin


1178


£129.25




(Minute Number 65:17) 

20.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD – VDSG

Members discussed Mr. Underhill’s letter.  Members agreed in principle to support the projects for an all weather path from Beacon Road to Craythorne Field.  However, members have investigated this before in 2003 when the project did not progress because there were some concerns put forward by the landowner on Beacon Road.  At the time members felt that to satisfy the concerns of the landowner, a large financial commitment would have been necessary from the Parish Council.  The extra money had not been budgeted for to take on this project.

Members did agree in principle to support the project of a path from Beacon Road to meet the path on Elizabeth Avenue playing field.  Members felt this would aid pupil accessing the school from the new rear entrance.  The Clerk was instructed to obtain quotations.

21.
POLICE

It was reported that a new PCSOs has joined the force to work along side police officer, police staff and other constables.

22.
ROLLESTON BOY’S UNDER TWELVES FOOTBALL TEAM

Members agreed permission for the under twelve’s football teams to hold an annual football event on Craythorne Field on Saturday 7th May.  



Members agreed in principle to support the football teams request for another set of goalposts that is estimated to cost £450.  Members agreed that the football team should be asked to contribute towards the cost of the new goalposts.

Members agreed that the football team be given permission to use the Parish Council’s coat of arms.  The Clerk was asked to check that there would be no legal problem with the football team doing this.

Members were pleased to note that the drainage has been greatly improved on the field since the central drain had been replaced.  

Members discussed the need for annual verti drainage to be done on the pitches. 

Dr. Trelinski proposed that the verti drainage be done; Mrs. Trelinska seconded this.  Members voted 5 for the proposal and 1 voted against.

Members also discussed the suggestion of a port-a-cabin that could be used as a changing facility on the playing field.  It was agreed that this was to be investigated.  

71.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 10TH MARCH 2005 (continued)

23.
VDSG – YOUTH WORKER (Clerk’s Report, Item 4)
The Chairman reported on the recent meeting that was held by the VDSG.  Members agreed the suggestion that two youth representatives could serve on the Parish Council.  

Clare Pidsley, Youth Representative, stated that she would be leaving before the September meeting.  She was asked if she could recruit two willing volunteers to take on her position from September.  Members agreed to amend the Standing Orders to allow two youth representatives to serve with the Parish Council. 

24.
CRAYTHORNE LANE

Members noted the complaints that have been received regarding the hedge that has been removed from the field between the Golf Club and Mr. Robinson’s field.  Members agreed that this should be forwarded to the Enforcement Officer at the Borough Council.

25.
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Members noted the date for the Annual Parish Meeting has been arranged for Monday 18th April 2005.

72.
OTHER MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS

a.
College Playing Field – The Burton Mail report recently that Burton College were attempting to include the college playing field into ESBC Local Plan.  Mr. Bradley wanted clarification that the Parish Council still supports the Local Plan.  The Chairman stated that the Parish Council position has not changed and ESBC Local Plan is strongly supported. 

b.
Local Plan – Mrs. Toon reported that she had attended the Local Plan hearing when Rolleston was being discussed.

c.
Knowles Hill – It was reported that the bad condition of the pavement outside 107a Knowles Hill needed to be reported to SCC.

d.
Litter Bin – It was reported that a request had been received for a bin to be erected between Hall Road and The Lawns.

Owing to the confidential nature of the business being transacted the Chairman moved that the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.

71.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 10TH MARCH 2005 (continued)

26.
GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT



Members agreed Mr. Gould’s following quotation for a three-year contract: -

‘To mow the open spaces about 13 times per season or when needed.  Strim around posts where required.  Mow the grass verges within the 30mph speed limits about 8 times per season or when needed.

This quotation includes 2 extra cuts of the verges up the Jinny Trail.








Total £7595.00

The quotation is subject to an annual raise of no more than the rate of inflation.

Members asked the Clerk to liaise with the Chairman over compiling the new grass-mowing contract.

71.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 10TH MARCH 2005 (continued)

27.
BIN EMPTYING CONTRACT



Members agreed quotation 1 from ESBC: -



Quotation 1

‘Craythorne Field & Meadow View – exchange three domestic wheelie bins, empty litter and dispose of the rubbish








Cost  £41.09 plus VAT 

Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field – exchange four wheelie bins and dispose of the litter every ten days when in area







Cost £26.35 plus VAT per occasion’

Quotation 2 

The company was 1st Waste.

They would provide their own bins which are much larger i.e. 6.60 litre.  Each bin would cost £6.25 per week to empty.     If the bins were vandalised the Parish Council would be responsible for replacement at a cost of £100 per bin.  

CHAIRMAN
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