ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 11TH OCTOBER 2004

PRESENT

Mr. J. Morris, Chairman

Mr. K.A. Bradley

Mr. P.M. Taylor

Mrs. B. Toon

Mrs. V.J. Trelinska

Mr. A.W. Starbuck

Mr. J.W. Winstone

Miss. C. Pidsley

Mrs. M.M. Woodbine, Assistant Clerk

Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts, Clerk

County Councillor Bather, P.C. Lear and five members of the public were in attendance.

33.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME & PETITIONS

There were no Public Questions or Petitions.

34.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. W. Hodson Walker and Dr. M. Trelinski.

35.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the meeting held on 13th September 2004 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

36.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR (Clerk’s Report, Item 6, 13, 5 &12)


County Councillor Bather made the following report: -

a.
Dovecliff Road – It was reported that it is the County Council proposal to extend the existing traffic calming scheme along Dovecliff Road.  It was stated that funds from the 106 Agreement with Westbury Homes would be used to improve this road.  Members were shown a plan of the proposal.  Members were advised that the proposal would be considered at the next Parish Council meeting.

b.
Jinny Trail – County Councillor Bather reported on his concern with the situation with the Inspectors recommendation to advise the County Council to place an Order for a Bridleway on the trail.  He advised the Parish Council to consider the amount of expenditure involved if a bridleway was to happen.  The risk management on the trail would be considerably high.

c.
Anslow Lane – Members were advised of a recent letter that had been sent to the Parish Council from Staffordshire County Council stating that there were no plans to construct a footway along this lane.  (Members were advised that this letter arrived too late to be considered for the Agenda).  County Councillor Bather advised that the lane is in the Local Transport Plan.  It is stated in the LTP that the traffic calming measures proposed for Church Road could have an effect on traffic levels on the lane.  It was suggested that a joint meeting be called with Staffordshire County Council, Parish Council and a representative from the residents association.

36.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR  (continued)

d.
College Field – County Councillor Bather has spoken to the Education Department about the possible relocation of the primary school on this field.  He stated that he did not receive a positive response from the department.  He advised that the Parish Council proceed with caution, saying that outlining planning permission may be granted and then the Education Authority may decide that another village has a greater need for a new school leaving this village with a massive housing development and no new school.  He strongly advised getting some commitment from the Education Authority on the position of a new primary school.  


The Chairman responded that the Parish Council also shares this concern and he agreed that a firm commitment is required from Staffordshire Education Department on the proposal of a new primary school. 

e.
Craythorne Lane – It was confirmed that the problems with surface water on this lane were being considered.  County Councillor Bather added that he would continue to press the County Council to come up with a solution.

The Chairman thanked County Councillor Bather for his report.

37.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


a.
FINGER POST – CHAPEL LANE



The meeting was advised that there was no further progress to report.

b.
TRAFFIC CALMING CHURCH ROAD  (Clerk’s Report, Item 7)

Members were advised that the situation has not altered.  The overgrown trees were still covering the streetlights.

c.
ELIZABETH AVENUE – PLAYING FIELD (Clerk’s Report, Item18)


Members were advised that no information could be found concerning possible grants for football goal posts.  Members agreed to proceed with the new goal posts.

38.
CLERK'S REPORT DATED 6TH OCTOBER 2004

1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

Mr. Taylor and Mrs. Trelinska declared an interest with planning application ‘h’ and took no part in the discussion thereon.

a.
HO/11766/009 Formation of vehicular access, 85 Knowles Hill, for Mrs. Conrad

Members had no objections to this planning application and welcomed the proposal.

b.
PA/00912/008 Use of land for an equine rehabilitation centre with an administration block, stabling, a ménage and associated buildings and work, conversion and extension of existing dwelling to form two flats and construction of vehicular access, Sunnymead Farm, Dovecliff Road, for The Blue Cross

38.
CLERK'S REPORT DATED 6TH OCTOBER 2004 (continued)


1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS (continued)

Members had no objections to this planning application.  Members welcomed the reduction in scale that this proposal showed in comparison with the previous proposal.

c.
HO/02041/004 Erection of a replacement semi-detached dwelling (Amended Description), 29 Beacon Drive, for Mr. Lawson & Mr. Matthews


Members had no objections to this planning application.

d.
HO/01730/006 Erection of a two storey side and rear extension, single storey rear link extension to existing garage/store and a single storey rear extension to existing garage/store, 10 Smallholding, Tutbury Road Rural, for Mr. Passam


Members had no objections to this planning application but members were concerned that the proposal was too large and could have an impact on the neighbouring property.    Members stated that consideration should be given that the proposed extension does not interfere with the neighbouring property.

e.
HO/21889/006 Installation of an LPG Tank, Strathyre, Tutbury Road Rural, for 

Mr. Leverington

Members had no objections to this planning application.
f.
HO/04021/008 Erection of a part two storey, part first floor side extension and a canopy over the existing porch, 11 Twentylands, for Mr. Bradbury


Members have no objections to this planning application as long as consideration was given for the impact to the neighbouring property.

g.
HO/29285/001 Erection of a single storey side extension, Oakscroft Home Farm Barn, Church Road, for Mrs. Murphin


Members had no objections to this planning application.
h.
HO/13962/007 Erection of a single storey front extension and a detached double garage, The Cedar Cottage, Hall Grounds, for Mr. Asbury

Members had no objection to this planning application.  However, members were concerned that the proposed extension could have a visual impact particularly as it is one of a group of cottages.  This cottage is in the conservation area and as such members felt that careful consideration is required for materials etc.  Members would like the Conservation Officer to be involved.  Members had no objection to the proposal for the garage as long as the design was sympathetic to the area.

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS



Members noted the applications that had been approved and refused.
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CLERK'S REPORT DATED 6TH OCTOBER 2004 (continued)

3.
STAFFORDSHIRE PLAYING FIELDS ASSOCIATION

Members noted that an invitation to attend the AGM of the SPFA had been received.  Members were advised to contact the Clerk if they wished to attend. 

Members also noted that a copy of the SPFA Annual Report and Accounts 2003/04 had been received.

4.
ESBC – CONSULTATION ON LICENSING POLICY




Members noted that a draft copy of the above policy had been received.  

5.
PLANNING (Clerk’s Report, Item 3)


Members noted the information referring to the new house opposite the butchers.  The owners have erected a fence, which is considered may need planning consent.  Members were advised that this had been reported to ESBC Enforcement Officer. 

6.
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Members noted that they have copies of Parish Council’s financial position.  The Financial Statement covers the period April – September.  

7.
  STANDING ORDERS (Clerk’s Report, Item 8)
The following item stood adjourned for this meeting in accordance with the Standing Orders procedure. 

‘ In Accordance with Standing Order 67, ‘a motion permanently to vary or revoke a Standing Order shall when proposed and seconded, stand adjourned without discussion to the next ordinary meeting of the Council.


At the July Parish Council meeting  (Minute Number 24:4) members agreed to the Clerk’s request that alterations be made to Paragraph 38 EXPENDITURE: -

a. 
Orders for the payment of money shall be authorized by resolution of the Council.  Cheques and relevant invoices will be signed by two members and the Responsible Financial Officer.

b.
In emergency situations, the Clerk may incur expenditure on behalf of the Council subject to a limit of £300.   Before expenditure is approved, the Clerk must seek consultation with the Chairman, Vice Chairman or member of the Council.  Only in their absence can the Clerk approve emergency expenditure to this amount.



c.
Any project undertaken costing over £50,000 should be put out to tender.’  

8.
PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION – NOTICE OF VACANCY 

(Clerk’s Report, Item 10)
Members noted that Notice of Vacancy has been displayed in the village notice board since 22nd September.  Members were advised that as yet ESBC has not received any requests for an election to fill the vacancy.  The date for the requests to be in is 12th October.  

38.
CLERK'S REPORT DATED 6TH OCTOBER 2004 (continued)

9.
STAFFORDSHIRE AND STOKE-ON-TRENT JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM

Members noted the letter received from Mr. Morris, County Countryside Officer, Staffordshire County Council.  The letter explains that the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 requires Highway Authorities to prepare a Rights of Way Improvement Plan by November 2007.  

Members considered that the following proposals should be forwarded to the County Council: -

a.
Footpath 2 – This section of footpath could incorporate a kissing gate.  It was considered that the path could be used by less able residents as the area is reasonably flat.

b.
Jitty from Church Road to Glebe Close was considered in a poor condition.  The path requires some maintenance.

10.
PROPOSALS FOR THE REORGANISATION OF SPECIAL SCHOOLS

Members noted that a letter had been received from the Education and Lifelong Learning Department at Staffordshire County Council.  

11.
STAFFORDSHIRE POLICE

Members noted the information received from Staffordshire Police.  The new non-emergency telephone number is – 08453 30 20 10 – charging at local rate.

12.
BURTON COLLEGE (Clerk’s Report, Item 12)



The Chairman read out the following letter that had been received from Mr. A Plumb: -

‘Further to our telephone conversation I enclose a copy of a letter, received from Peter Diffey – planning consultant to the college, the contents of which are self explanatory.

I also enclose a copy of correspondence received from the Programme Officer for the East Staffordshire Draft Local Plan Inquiry with regard to the outstanding objections submitted by DPDS on behalf of you Council.  Both Peter Savage as Programme Officer and John Bagshaw as Inspector are well known to me.

In view of the complexities surrounding the Local Plan Inquiry and bearing in mind what I perceive as an initial stance by the College I would welcome the opportunity of discussing theses matter with yourself and your Chairman and perhaps in due course with your Council at a mutually agreeable date and time.  Clarification of the Councils stance is not necessary before the Pre Inquiry meeting on 19 October 2004 but a decision is necessary in ample time to allow me to produce evidence by 23 November if this is agreed to be the most appropriate course of action after our discussion.’

The Chairman also read out the following letter – a copy of a letter from Peter Diffey to Alf Plumb: -

‘Further to the Parish Council’s meeting with the College’s principal, Mr. K. Norris, he has now met with the Education Authority.  They appear to be very enthusiastic about relocating the schools and providing a single primary school on one site.  They identified part of the finances for relocation would be met by redeveloping the school sites (although the playing field probably will not be developed).  They are presently assessing likely income from such redevelopment.  
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CLERK'S REPORT DATED 6TH OCTOBER 2004 (continued)


12.
BURTON COLLEGE (continued)

If relocation takes place the College will be expected to provide any additional top-up finances necessary to subsidy the school’s relocation.  At present the College believes the County may require a subsidy of up to £2 million.

The College is willing to pass over a large amount of land as playing fields to the Parish Council and it is suggested the playing field may be jointly maintained by the County and Parish to maximize available public open space.  The College additionally may be willing to provide up to £0.5 million towards the construction of changing rooms / sports facilities on the site.  

The College’s aim however is to raise moneys for further investment in the College.  They therefore suggest the following, which they hope will raise adequate moneys for investment in the college and provide adequate income for the school and parish:

Land split 50% housing, 50% school, changing rooms and playing fields.

Income split 66% to college, 33% to Education and Parish requirements.

The draft layout (development brief) would be agreed between the College, the Parish Council and the Borough.

It is hoped this option may be of interest to the Parish.  Your thoughts would be appreciated.  The College intends to submit a case to the Local Plan Inquiry asking for the land to be allocated.  We both are fully aware of the chances of success, but the long term preferred aim would be to agree a scheme with the village so all can benefit and we can work out full details over a longer time period.’

Members were strongly against the proposal and declined at this stage Mr. Plumb’s offer of a meeting.  Members felt they needed a written commitment from the Education Authority before they considered anything else.  Members agreed that the Parish Council should contact the Education Authority and request a meeting. 

13.
JINNY TRAIL (Clerk’s Report, Item 13)
The Chairman read out the following letter that had been received from Drewry & Newbold solicitors:-

‘We would refer to the correspondence which took place between the Parish Council and our clients in January 1999 and would advise you that a further planning application has been submitted to the local authority to proceed with the establishment of the new Equine Centre at the land to the rear of Dovecliff Road.

Prior to proceeding with this our clients are minded to consider whether it would be feasible to provide a vehicular access for use of the properties fronting Dovecliff Road that back immediately on to this land.  Obviously any such arrangement will involve the residents paying a premium for the benefit of the access way and we will have to ensure that The Blue Cross is not incurring any additional costs as a result of it.  Right to use it can be granted until 2040 and we would be grateful if you could please confirm whether the Parish Council is prepared to liaise with the owners of the properties in order to deal with the matter.’

Members agreed to proceed with this proposal and to offer help to the Blue Cross solicitor.
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CLERK'S REPORT DATED 6TH OCTOBER 2004 (continued)

13.
JINNY TRAIL (continued)

Members noted that the next Jinny Trail meeting would be held at Stretton Priory Center on Monday 25th October.  

Members agreed that quotations should be sought for a replacement ‘The Jinny Trail’ sign.

14.
CONSERVATION DOCUMENT

Members noted the draft list that had been compiled by the VDSG.  This list has been requested from Mr. Edwards, Conservation Officer at ESBC.  Members made some minor adjustment to the list and agreed that this would be forwarded from the Parish Council.  

15.
JORPS – TRAVEL PLAN (Clerk’s Report, Item 15)


Members supported the action taken at the Liaison meeting where members agreed to support in principle Mr. Arblaster’s second proposal for the rear access to the school.  The second proposal is that Mr. Ablaster extends his path on school site to come further along the sports field to the second rear access gate.  This gate is located near the toddlers play area.  Members agreed that the proposed additional benches could be located on the new waiting area.  Members also suggested that the idea of a ‘football wall/netball hop’ could also be explored for this area.

Members agreed to seek quotations for parents waiting area and extension to the present footpath. 

16.
ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAYING FIELD (Clerk’s Report, Item 18)


Members agreed to support the action taken by the Chairman and Clerk in agreeing the sum of £50 to cut the hedge that runs along Mr. Elson’s boundary.  



Members agreed to support the action taken by the Clerk in not allowing permission for JORPS to use Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field as a car park at their recent Dove Valley Event.  Permission was refused as the ground was too soft.

17.
THE CROFT


Members noted the information that St.Mary’s Church recently had the provision of a skip on The Croft that unfortunately damaged the grass.  Rev. Whitehead has offered to pay for the repair of the grass.  Mr. Gould has been instructed to make good the effected area.

18.
ALMSHOUSE – CHRISTMAS TREE


Members agreed to support the proposal for the purchase of a Christmas Tree for the sum of £40.  The Christmas tree will be located on the Almshouse frontage. 

19.
POST OFFICE



Members of the Liaison Committee wished for the Parish Council to discuss whether the post box outside the old post office should be relocated to Starbuck’s.  Members concluded that as Starbuck’s do take in post at the post office counter there seems little need at present to ask for the post box to be relocated.
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20.
LYCH GATE (Clerk’s Report, Item 19)
The Chairman reported on the recent meeting with Mr. Patrick, Carpenter for the new Lych Gate panels.  The Chairman explained that Mr. Patrick was aiming to have all four panels completely finished in time for Remembrance Day.  However, if Mr. Patrick was unable to make this deadline then he has assured all that he will temporarily put back the old panels and make good.

21.
DOCTOR’S SURGERY (Clerk’s Report, Item 9)


Members noted that a letter had been forwarded to Prime Development stating members’ initial comments on their sketch plan.  Members noted that Prime Development have been forwarded details of who to contact if they wish to book either the Chapel Schoolroom or the Scout Headquarters.  The Chairman reported that Rev. Whitehead has also given permission so that Prime Development can use the church if necessary for their public meeting.

22.
FLOODING  (Clerk’s Report, Item 20)
Members noted the recent letter from ESBC that informs the Parish Council that they are currently reviewing the existing arrangements in respect of emergency sandbag provision.  Members noted that the Clerk has ordered an additional supply of sand and bags.  Members noted that information has been forwarded to ESBC on the Parish Council’s emergency procedures for the manufacture and distribution of the sandbags.  

Members reviewed their Annual Flood Prevention Action Plan and agreed that one addition was required to include another Flood Wardens details.  Members noted that the Chairman would be inspecting the Alderbrook on Friday 5th November meeting at 2pm outside the Spread Eagle Hotel.

Members agreed with the suggestion put forward by the Village Liaison Committee that SCC be asked to consider installing gully kerbs on Knowles Hill, near the shops, to help the flooding situation in this area.

23.
PARISH COUNCILS’ FORUM (Clerk’s Report, Item 22)
Members were asked to consider suggestions for the next meeting that could be forwarded as items for the Forum’s Agenda.



24.
APPEAL 

Members noted the list that was provided of all organisation/charities that the Parish Council have supported over the last three years.  

25.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


It was resolved that the accounts listed below be paid: -





Name



Cheque Number

Amount




a.
Mr. P. Gould


1103


£1,453.57





(£50- Hedge cutting)




b.
Starbuck’s Newsagents

1104


£28.00





(Plants – Village Gate Ways)
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CLERK'S REPORT DATED 6TH OCTOBER 2004 (continued)

25.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)

c.
Rolleston Civic Trust

1105


£69.90





(Printing of Youth Survey)



d.
Mr. D. Finch


1106


£60.00





(Relocation of village notice board)



e.
Viking Office Supplies

1107


£88.18

f.
Staffordshire Playing Field Ass’
1108


£15.00







(Annual subscription 2004/05)




g.
Mrs. Gregory


1109


£40.00





(Glass clearance)




h.
Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts

1110


£558.78





(September Salary)




i.
Inland Revenue 


1111


£85.78




j.
Staffordshire County Council
1112


£105.95





(Pension)




k.
ESBC



1113


£139.98





(Bin empting – Sept’)




l.
Mr. R. Bush


1114


£35.98





(Internet charges)




Mrs. B. Toon and Mrs. V. Trelinska signed the invoices and corresponding cheques.

39.
OTHER MATTER BROUGHT UP BY MEMBERS

a.
Beacon Drive – complaints were reported of the trailer parked on Beacon Drive that was not hitched to a vehicle.  It is understood that this matter is in the hands of the police and the Highways Authority.

b.
The Croft – members asked for details of providing a bin on the Croft.

c.
Marston Lane – it was reported that the hedge next to the entrance to the caravan site is overgrown and causing a visual obstruction.

d.
Craythorne Lane – members reported that a large pothole is causing a problem by the Beacon Road / Craythorne Lane junction.

e.
Village Diary – It was reported that it had been suggested by Rev. Whitehead that a volunteer be sought to compile a Village Diary that could be circulated with the Rollestonian.  Members agreed that this item should be on the next Agenda.

f.
Vice-Chairman - it is understood that the Vice-Chairman has given his apologies for the next three meetings.   The Clerk agreed to look up the appropriate procedure for the appointment of a Chairman should both the Chairman and Vice-Chairman be absent.

Owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the Chairman will move that the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.
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