ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 8TH MARCH 2004

PRESENT






Mr. J. Morris, Chairman






Mr. W. Hodson Walker, Vice-Chairman 






Mr. P.M. Taylor 






Mrs. V.J. Trelinska 






Mr. J.S. Westwood 






Dr. M.J. Trelinski 






Mr. K.A. Bradley






Mr. J.W. Winston






Mrs. B.Toon 






Mr. J.W.S Hayes






Mr. A.W. Starbuck






Miss. C. Pidsley, Youth Representative






Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts, Clerk






Mrs. M.M. Woodbine, Assistant Clerk

Four members of the public and County Councillor Bather were in attendance.

97.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS

There were no public questions or presentation of petitions. 

98.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


Minutes of the meeting held on 9th February 2004 were approved and signed by the Chairman subject to one alteration.  Minute 95:c should have read; The Borough Councillors money has increased from £2,000 to £3,000 this year.  Dr. Trelinski stated that he is willing to consider the extra £1,000 to go towards the main drain repairs on Craythorne Field.

99.
REPORT OF MR. G. ARBLASTER (Clerk’s report, Item 6)


The Chairman welcomed Mr. Arblaster, Headmaster to John of Rolleston Primary School, to the meeting.  Mr. Arblaster reported on the school’s ideas for a Travel Plan.


The Department for Transport launched ‘Travelling to School an Action Plan’ last September 2003.  The first tranche are to be completed by 31st March 2004.  A copy of Mr. Arblaster’s handout is attached to the minutes in the Minute Book.


Mr. Arblaster explained that he was looking into an idea to widen the pavements in School Lane and Chapel Lane.  He also explained that he is looking into opening up the ‘back entrance’ to the school that leads from Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field that would mean that the Parish Council would have to finance the extension of the existing path.  He would also like members to consider an area of hard standing, on the Playing Field, for cars to ‘drop’ the children off.

The Chairman asked Mr. Arblaster what he requires from this meeting.  He stated that he would like the Parish Council to support in principle his ideas and to consider the draft ideas for Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field and the pavement widening. 

 Members discussed the concerns particularly with the hard standing area that was mentioned on Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field.  Members agreed to support Mr. Arblaster’s Travel Plan in principle.  They agreed to support the plan for a back entrance to the school.  Members stated that they are committed to the extra 20meters of path that will be required.  Members agreed to discuss the plan for Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field in more detail at the next Parish Council meeting.

  Members stated that they welcomed Mr. Arblasters comments and congratulated him on his efforts.  The Chairman thanked Mr. Arblaster for his report.

100.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 


County Councillor Bather made the following report: -

a.
Spread Eagle Bridge – A new piece of kerbing will replace the vandalise section on the bridge and this will be done as soon as possible.

b.
Education Authority – It was reported that the Staffordshire Education Authority would be responding to the Parish Council, on the recent correspondence, in the near future.  Mr. Bather urged the Parish Council to ‘keep pressure’ on the Education Authority on this proposal.

c.
Traffic Calming Church Road – The Chairman and Clerk have now been updated on the position with this scheme.

d.
Anslow Lane/Post Office site meeting – The County Council are looking into improving conditions on the bend on Anslow Lane.  It was reported that rumble strips would not work in this area as they have to be positioned 300meters away from a residential home. The County Council is looking at improved signage and marker posts.  He also stated that the proposed pavement on Anslow Lane has been included in the Transport Plan.  The pavement is being considered for the ditch side of the lane.  The County Council are looking into the parking situation around the Post Office.

e.
Burnside Bank – The condition of the bank along Burnside will be looked into by the County Council this year.  They will investigate the entire bank from the Spread Eagle Bridge to the Lawns Bridge.

f.
Footpaths – Mr. Bather has asked the County Council to look into providing more kissing gates on the village footpaths.  He stated that he receives many complaints from less able members of the village who would benefit from the stiles being removed.  Mr. Bather asked for the Parish Council’s support in this idea.

g.
Jinny Trail – It was reported that the County Council were considering putting a compulsorily purchase order on a small section of land that is required to complete the footpath from the Jinny Trail to the Dove. 

The Chairman asked Mr. Bather to invite the engineer from the County Council who is involved with the Church Road Traffic Calming project to the next Parish Council meeting.  

Mr. Bather agreed to do this.  Members commented on the problems with accidents on Anslow Lane with the sharp bend.  Members said that the corner should be taken away which would help this situation.  Mr. Bather replied that this would encourage motorists to speed up. 

The Chairman thanked County Councillor Bather for his report.

101.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

a.
RIVER BANK – ALDERBROOK

Members reported that it was considered that Mr. Cotton owned the bank opposite his house as well as Mr. Haywood.  Members discussed that the County Council were responsible for the stability of the highway therefore they are responsible for the banks.


b.
RODSEC 

Members reported that the spring plants look ‘good’ on the Croft.  Members thanked all those involved in the replanting of the spring plants.

102.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 3RD MARCH 2004 



1.
JOHN OF ROLLESTON PRIMARY SCHOOL (Clerk’s report, Item 6)


This item was discussed at the beginning of the meeting.

2.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Mr. Westwood declared an interest with planning application ‘a’ and took no part in the discussion thereon.

102.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 3RD MARCH 2004 (continued)



2.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS (continued)

a.
TN/16893/015 Topping and lopping of one Copper Beech, one Willow and one Holly tree, Brookbank 12 Station Road, for Mr. Blackshaw


Members agreed to abide by any observations made by the Borough Council’s Tree Officer.

b.
PA/26631/004 Erection of detached dormer bungalow and alterations to existing access, Garden to the rear/side of 59 Beacon Road, for Mr & Mrs. Pickering

Members objected to this planning application on the following grounds: -

· It was contrary to the Village Design Statement guidelines

· It was considered over development

· Considered back development

· The additional entrance would spoil the street scene

Members also stated that the Planning Applications Committee should consider the planning history on this site i.e. that in the past they had stated that this plot was too small for the development of two properties.

3.
PLANNING DECISIONS



Members noted the planning applications that had been approved. 

4.
PLANNING ISSUES



Members noted that the Planning Officer has reported that they have received complaints about 1/3 Beacon Road.  Members stated that they would ‘keep an eye’ on this property.

5.
PLAYGROUND INSPECTION REPORT (Clerk’s report, Item 4)


Members noted that the Annual Playground Inspection Report has been received for the two play areas in the village.  Members discussed the Clerk’s concerns with the report and agreed that both reports need clarifying.  It was agreed that the Chairman and Clerk would meet with Mr. Truslove, ESBC Open Space Officer, as soon as possible to discuss members concerns with the reports.

6.
PUBLIC INQUIRY




Members noted the results of the recent Public Inquiry. 

7.
TUTBURY PARISH COUNCIL (Clerk’s report, Item 22)


Members noted that a  copy of the minutes to the January Tutbury Parish Council meeting had been received.

8.
VILLAGE WARDEN



Members discussed this item and concluded that the idea for Security Guards would be a last resort.  Members agreed that more pressure should be put on the Police Authority to provide ‘Specials’ for the village and to continue efforts with the project for a Village Warden.   

It is understood that Officers can patrol rural areas that is covered with overtime (there is rural funding for this), but the overtime covers all hours of the day.   It was suggested that a letter should be written to the Police Authority asking the police to consider using the rural patrols at a more appropriate time i.e., in the evenings and the weekends.  It was felt by members that an Officer patrolling the village in the afternoons was of little benefit to the village.
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CLERK’S REPORT DATED 3RD MARCH 2004 (continued)

9.
RODSEC (Clerk’s report, Item 18)


Members agreed to sponsor a boat for this year’s Traditional English Event for the sum of £10.  Members were encouraged to think of a subject for the decoration of the boat

Members were pleased with the spring bulb replanting and for the return of unused funds.

10.
ANSLOW LANE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION



Members noted that copies of letters exchanged between Mr. Essery, ALRA and 

Mr. Underhill, VDSG, had been received.  

11.
ESBC – ONE-DAY COURSE PLAYGROUND INSPECTION 

Members noted that Mr. Gould had attended the free one-day course on the Routine Visual Inspection of Children’s Playground that was run by the Borough Council.  Members supported the action taken by the Chairman in agreeing the sum of £100 for expenses for the day for Mr. Gould to attend the course.  

12.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL (Clerk’s report, Item 11)
Members noted that Mrs. Anderson is making an appeal against SCC decision not to make a Modification Order to add the above area to the Definitive Map.

It was reported that the Joint Jinny Trail meeting with Stretton Parish Council has been cancelled.  It was suggested that the meeting be rescheduled for 17th or 24th May.

Members noted the date for the public meeting on Monday 22nd March in the Methodist Chapel commencing at 7.30pm.

13.
SUSTAINABLE STAFFORDHSIRE RENEWABLE ENERGY &AGM


Members noted the information about the AGM event.  . 

14.
ROLLESTON CIVIC TRUST (Clerk’s report, Item 9)
Members agreed that a separate meeting was required for this letter to be considered in full.  It was suggested that the schoolroom at St.Mary’s Church be booked for Wednesday 21st April.

15.
IMPORTANT SITES – DEVELOPMENT BRIEF STATEMENTS – FEB’ 2004

Members noted that this document had been received.  Dr. Trelinski reported that the Borough Council would defend village envelopes.  The document is for development on brown-field sites.  

16.
LOCAL INVESTIGATION OF ALLEGATIONS OF MISCONDUCT

(Clerk’s report, Item 10)


Members reported that this document was being circulated at present.

17.
POST OFFICE

Members expressed their thanks to Mr. Hayes with obtaining the response from Royal Mail. 
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CLERK’S REPORT DATED 3RD MARCH 2004 (continued)

18.
TOP TEAM QUIZ

Members discussed this item in full.  Some members were concerned that this was a waste of public money and some members supported the proposal stating that it was a good event for the community.  Members voted 9 to 2  against the £50 donation that was requested.  Members agreed to write to the Borough Council supporting the quiz but not to support the quiz financial. 

19.
ANNUAL AUDIT 31ST MARCH 2003

Members noted that the Annual Return for the financial year ending on 31st March 2003 had been certified.  
20.
STAFFORDSHIRE PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION

Members noted the information about the SPCA Finance, Risk Assessment and Insurance Seminar.  

21.
SEVERN TRENT(Clerk’s report, Item 12)
Members noted the following letter has been received from Mr. Gregory, Severn Trent: -

“I am still not in a position to give you any firm undertaking in respect of a timescale for flood alleviation scheme.

As pointed out at the Parish Council meeting, the Company is still in the process of submitting its business plan to OFWAT for the next water industry review period 2005 – 2010.  Included in this plan are proposals to address sewer flooding in general and the problems in Rolleston form part of this submission.

We are awaiting OFWAT’s confirmation of the business plan that will allow us to target funds at Rolleston and other sewer flooding problems.

We expect to receive their final determination in the Autumn and we will then look to prioritize our works.  Assuming the determination allows us, a project to address the flooding in Rolleston will be included in our works program with a view to undertaking detailed feasibility early in the 5-year period.

The Knowles Hill flooding in December was an isolated blockage caused by fat/grease deposits in the sewer and is not related to our works in Burnside.”

Members were dissatisfied with this response and agreed to take up with Mrs. Dean, MP the offer of assisting with a more satisfying response.

22.
BEDDING GRANT

Members noted that the bedding grant for £117.81 for 2003 had been received from ESBC.

23.
DUCK RACE

Members agreed with the request from Mrs. Thorpe de Ferrers PSFA for permission to use the Croft for their annual Duck Race.  

24.
STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - EDUCATION AUTHORITY



(Clerk’s report, Item 8)



Members noted this information.  
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CLERK’S REPORT DATED 3RD MARCH 2004 (continued)

25.
ESBC – MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL STRATEGY



Members noted that this document had been received.

26.
TRAFFIC CALMING – CHURCH ROAD (Clerk’s report, Item 13)
Members agreed that a letter should be written to the County Council asking does the County now erect Illuminated Signs in this area.   Members also want to know if these signs could be considered for Church Road.

27.
YOUTH GRANT APPLICATIONS

Mr. Winston reported on this item.  He stated that the clubs must be encouraged to keep their projects running if the Parish Council was going to give them some grant money.  Members agreed with the recommendations put forward by the members of the Working Party.   It was agreed to support: -


Rolleston Cricket Club  
£500


For the purchase of a Table Tennis Table and relevant equipment


Junior Pool Cues 


Rolleston Club

£200

For the purchase of Snooker Cues for Junior Members and a smaller set of Bowls for Junior Members

Members stated that they could not guarantee the project to be included in the budget for two years but they could support the aim of the Working party to keep the Grant in the budget.
28.
SPREAD EAGLE / BRIDGE(Clerk’s report, Item 3) 

Members noted the complaint that had been received about the black advertising boards that have appeared on the Spread Eagle.  Members agreed that a letter should be written to the Manager of the Spread Eagle requesting the boards be removed.  

29.
BANK UNDER FORD BRIDGE

Members were concerned that the temporary repair to the bank had been vandalized.  Members noted that the County Council would repair the bank more satisfactorily once the water levels have receded.

30.
POLICE COMPLAINTS

Members agreed with the concerns of Mr. Woolley, Station Road Garage, with the lack of police presence with the recent car crimes that have happened in his garage.  Members agreed to write to the Police Authority with this concern.

31.
WASP’s (Clerk’s report, Item 25)
Members noted that Borough Councillor Trelinski had obtained another £1,000 of WASP’s money to be spent in Rolleston this financial year.  It was reported that copies of invoices relating to work carried out on Craythorne Field have been forwarded to the Borough Council for consideration.

It was also reported that £1000 had been received from WASP’s towards the repairs to the Lych Gate.

 
32.
STILES

Members agreed to support the action taken by the Clerk in agreeing the cost of repairs to the stile on Footpath 14.  The cost was £15, Mr. Gould carried out the repairs.  
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CLERK’S REPORT DATED 3RD MARCH 2004 (continued)

33.
ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAYING FIELD

Members noted Mrs. Cuthbert’s letter that reported that her coat had been ripped on a bolt to the gate on the playing field.  Members agreed to pay Mrs. Cuthbert the cost of her coat and wished for their apologies to be passed on.

 
 34.
BIFFA GRANTS (Clerk’s report, Item 15)
Members noted that the Chairman, Mr. Underhill and the Clerk are to meet with the Royal Society for Nature Conservation to talk about grant funding. 

35.
BINS

Members noted that ESBC have agreed to assess the green bin on the corner of Elizabeth Avenue and Burnside.  

36.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


It was resolved that the accounts listed below be paid: -




Name


Cheque Number


Amount


a.
Petty Cash


1016


£75.31

b.
ESBC



1017


£212.72





(bin emptying Jan’)

c.
Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts

1018


£435.96




(February’s Salary)

d.
Inland Revenue


1019


£24.56




(Feb’04) N.I  £15.16





 Tax £9.40

e.
SCC



1020


£69.60




(pension)  Employer  £43.50




   
   Employee £26.10

f.
Mr. P. Gould


1021


£490.00




(Feb’ Payment & repair to stile & 

 playground course attendance)


g.
St. Mary’s Church

1022


£40.00




(recycling donation)

h.
ESBC



1023


£89.30




(Minute Number 69:16)



i.
Mr. R. Bush


1024


£72.83




(internet contribution)



j.
ESBC



1025


£212.72




(bin emptying Feb’)



k.
Audit Commission

1026


£293.75

37.
THE CROFT

Members noted that Rev. Whitehead wishes to update members on the plans for the disabled access.  Rev. Whitehead has been invited to the Annual Parish Meeting on 19th April. 

102.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 3RD MARCH 2004 (continued)

38.
BURTON LIBRARY (Clerk’s report, Item 29)


Members agreed that this item should be on next month’s Agenda.

39.
WESTBURY HOMES

Members noted the complaint that had been received via P.C. Lear that HGV’s were coming through the village again from the Westbury Homes site. 

103.
OTHER MATTERS BROUGHT UP BY MEMBERS

a.
Post Office – concerns that waiting time should be limited, by the Post Office was reported.

b.
Burton College – are the Parish Council going to approach Burton College to seek funds for the village.  Chairman replied that this can be discussed when the Parish Council meet on 21st April to discuss the Civic Trust letter.

c.
Marston Lane – It was reported that a complaint had been received with the excessive parking on Marston Lane.  Members agreed to ask the County Council to look at this situation.

d.
Dove Clinic – Reports have been received that state that the Dove Clinic are knocking down an extension at the rear of the property.  It was agreed that this should be reported to the Planning Authority.

Owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the Chairman moved that the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.

102.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 3RD MARCH 2004 (continued)
40.
BIN EMPTYING



Members agreed the following quotation from the Borough Council: -

‘Exchange four wheelie bins from Elizabeth Avenue £ 24.15 plus 

VAT per occasion.




This is an increase of £0.80

Exchanged three wheelie bins from Craythorne Field/ one from Meadow View/ one from Jinny Trail £39.71 plus VAT per occasion.’




This is an increase of £1.80

41.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD DRAINAGE (Clerk’s report, Item 31)
Members agreed quotation 1.  Members asked for a quotation to cover work that is expected to the ends of the pipe.



Quotation 1


J & H Landscapes



‘To excavate an existing land drain out and replace with new.

To supply a three-man team to remove existing drainage pipe through the centre of the playing field which would include plant and machinery i.e. Mini excavator and dumper.  To supply stone (pea gravel) 6” perforated land-drainage pipe, sharp sand for the topping and seed on completion.

102.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 3RD MARCH 2004 (continued)

41.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD DRAINAGE (continued)

The price also includes removal of arisings from site.



This work can be carried out for a cost of 16.25 per lin meter



Approximate lin meters 200

Works would be subject to an exact measure before commencement  £3250.00 plus VAT’

Quotation 2


Rolleston Plant Hire

‘To cut new trench, supply and lay 10” plastic pipe with gravel surround, Wagon Lane to playing field ditch.  Construct new manhole (topped with soil).  Construct new spillway and new headwall to same.  Re-instatement of working pipeline.  £11,250.00 plus VAT’



Quotation 3


Trent Force



‘Lay 150mm land drain across football field to replace collapsed 100mm land drain.                      



  £6,921.39 plus VAT’ 

42.
GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT



Members agreed quotation 2.



Quotation 1



Continental Landscapes



Continental Landscapes have provided a quotation for cutting all grass 13 times.  



The cost for 13 occasions would be 

 
£8648.38



Quotation 2



Mr. Gould



‘To mow open spaces about 13 times or when needed
£7200.00



This quote includes 2 extra cuts up the Jinny Trail



Quotation 3



J & H Landscapes



To mow 13 times open spaces and 8 times verges

£69,40.75

43.
THE CROFT



Members agreed a JPM Services quotation for the two paths on the Croft.

‘Two paths from Spread Eagle car park to the Alms House Bridge, tidy edges and re-stone with limestone chatter and compact.  100m using approx 5 ton of stone.      £700 

CHAIRMAN
