ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON MONDAY 8TH MARCH 2004

1.
JOHN OF ROLLESTON PRIMARY SCHOOL


The Chairman and Clerk met with Mr. Arblaster, Head Master to John of Rolleston Primary School, to discuss the school’s Travel Plan.  Mr. Arblaster has been invited to attend Monday's meeting to talk about the school’s Travel Plan.

2.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a.
TN/16893/015 Topping and lopping of one Copper Beech, one Willow and one Holly tree, Brookbank 12 Station Road, for Mr. Blackshaw

3.
PLANNING DECISIONS


The following applications have been permitted: -

a.
HO/20117/006 Erection of a part two storey rear extension, conversion of potting shed into  garaging, construction of a new bridge and erection of a fence and wall to separate the new 14 & 16 Burnside, for Mr. Scott & Mr. Smith.

b.
LB/20117/007 Demolition of porch, lobby and bathroom, erection of a part two storey, part single rear extension and internal alterations including new stairs, conversion of potting shed to garaging and erection of fencing to separate the rear gardens, 14 & 16 Burnside

c.
HO/26931/002 Erection of a two storey side extension and construction of a vehicular access, 39 Knowles Hill, for Mr. Jones

d.
HO/27939/002 Erection of a carport to side dwelling, 62 Hall Road, for Mr. Shaw

e.
TN/22456/011 Removal of seven Cypress trees and crown raising of one Cedar tree, 19 Station Road, for Mr. Wallis

f.
HO/27881/004 Erection of a two storey rear extension, 36 Church Road, for 

Mr & Mrs. Patterson 


The following planning application has been withdrawn: -

a.
PA/26631/003 Erection of a detached dormer bungalow and alterations to existing access, 59 Beacon Road, for Mr & Mrs. Pickering

4.
PLANNING ISSUES



The Planning Officer has reported that they have received complaints about 1/3 Beacon Road.  One of the external walls to 3 Beacon Road has collapsed whilst internal alterations were being carried out.  The Planning and Enforcement Officer are working with the owner to resolve this situation.  The owners have been told that they can’t rebuild the external wall until permission has been sought.  The Planning Office did state that she is working closely with the owners to amend the plans to show less brick to the back of the orangery.

5.
PLAYGROUND INSPECTION REPORT



The Annual Playground Inspection Report has been received for the two play areas in the village.  At this stage it is felt inappropriate to report on the information received, as the document is confusing and in places inaccurate.  A meeting has been requested with Mr. Truslove, ESBC Open Space Officer, who will go through the report in detail.  Following this meeting a full report will be made to the Council.

6.
PUBLIC INQUIRY



The Public Inquiries decision regarding Mr. Johnson appeal against the Enforcement Notice served by the Borough Council has been received.  The formal decision is: -



“The appeal is allowed and the notice is quashed.”



The formal decision against awarding costs is: -



“Both applications fail and no award of costs is made.”

7.
TUTBURY PARISH COUNCIL



A copy of the minutes to the January Tutbury Parish Council meeting has been received.

8.
VILLAGE WARDEN



The Clerk has been talking to another Parish Council in Bedfordshire about youth problems.  They employ a security company who work for 10 hrs per week at random times and take instruction from the Parish Council as where to target.  They have stated how well this is working.  The Security Guards are well respected in the village (2,000 electors) and there has been a significant decrease in youth problems.  Last year the Security Guards cost the Parish Council £9,000, (they employ two).

9.
RODSEC



An application form has been received to apply to sponsor a boat for this year’s Traditional English Event.  It is suggested that a sponsorship of £5 or more would be appropriate.  Members are asked to make a decision on whether to sponsor a boat for this event.



The following letter dated 24th February has been received from RODSEC.  



“RODSEC is most grateful to the Parish Council for the donation of £120 for replacement plants for the Croft.  We have replanted 100 primroses.  100 winter aconites are on order and we have moved some overcrowded snowdrops from the back of the Little Croft to around the seating area.



As a result of the superior purchasing power and financial acumen of RODSEC, we are pleased to return £48 of the donation not required.”

10.
ANSLOW LANE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION


For member’s information – copies of letters exchanged between Mr. Essery, ALRA and 

Mr. Underhill, VDSG, have been received.  There is some concern from Mr. Essery that Anslow Lane was not included in the traffic calming proposals and the questions of a footpath in the village questionnaire that finally resulted in the Parish Plan.

11.
ESBC – ONE-DAY COURSE PLAYGROUND INSPECTION 



Mr. Gould agreed to attend the free one-day course on the Routine Visual Inspection of Children’s Playground that was being run by the Borough Council.



Mr. Gould has reported that he found the course interesting and he felt that he had learnt a lot from the day.  As a result of the course Mr. Gould wants to change the way he reports problems on the playground to the Clerk.  He has talked in detail with the Clerk of what is involved and both parties have agreed to support each other in any necessary improvements to the procedure.

Mr. Gould’s expenses for the day were £100; this was approved by your Chairman.  Members are asked to support the Chairman in the action taken

12.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL



 A letter dated 12th February has been received from Staffordshire County Council informing that Mrs. Anderson is making an appeal against SCC decision not to make a Modification Order to add the above area to the Definitive Map.



SCC is asking the Parish Council for any updated information or comments.



The Joint Jinny Trail meeting with Stretton Parish Council has been cancelled.  The Chairman and Clerk felt that the meeting would be more productive if it was held after the Public meeting and after the subsequent Parish Council meeting.  A date is requested.



Members are reminded that the Parish Council is holding a public meeting on Monday 22nd March in the Methodist Chapel commencing at 7.30pm.

13.
SUSTAINABLE STAFFORDHSIRE RENEWABLE ENERGY AND AGM



A letter dated 16th February has been received advising members of the above event.  The AGM is to be held on Monday 29th March from 10am to 2pm at the County Buildings Staffordshire.  At the AGM the election of officers to the Executive Committee will be held.  Nominations from the Parish Council have been requested.

If any members wish to attend then please contact the Clerk before 15th March. 

14.
ROLLESTON CIVIC TRUST


A letter dated 17th February from the Civic Trust has been received.  A copy of this letter is attached for member’s information.

15.
IMPORTANT SITES – DEVELOPMENT BRIEF STATEMENTS – FEB’ 2004


The above document has been received from the Borough Council.  Comments on the document are to be in by 19th March.

16.
LOCAL INVESTIGATION OF ALLEGATIONS OF MISCONDUCT


The above document has been received.  At present it is being circulated to members.  Could members who have read the document please tick the attached list and pass the document on to the next member on the list.  Any comment has to be pass to the Clerk before 18th May.

17.
POST OFFICE


Copies of letters between Mr. Hayes and Royal Mail have been received.  The letter from the Royal Mail states that the post box will be repositioned and upgraded as a matter of priority.

18.
TOP TEAM QUIZ


A letter dated 11th February has been received from ESBC.  The letter acknowledges the views of several Parish Councils' that wish to see the Top Team Quiz re-started.  The reason for this letter is to ascertain if this Parish Council would be happy to donate £50 towards the cost of getting the quiz up and running. 

19.
ANNUAL AUDIT 31ST MARCH 2003


The Annual Return for the financial year ending on 31st March 2003 has been certified.  Their invoice for work carried out will be sent separately.

20.
STAFFORDSHIRE PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Details have been received about a SPCA Finance, Risk Assessment and Insurance Seminar.  The seminar is to be held on Friday 12th March at the Grosvenor Centre, High Street, Gnosall, commencing at 10am.


Cost with lunch and background papers - £36.00


If any members wish to attend then could they please inform the Clerk at Monday’s meeting.

21.
SEVERN TRENT


The following letter has been received from Mr. Gregory, Severn Trent: -

“I am still not in a position to give you any firm undertaking in respect of a timescale for flood alleviation scheme.

As pointed out at the Parish Council meeting, the Company is still in the process of submitting its business plan to OFWAT for the next water industry review period 2005 – 2010.  Included in this plan are proposals to address sewer flooding in general and the problems in Rolleston form part of this submission.

We are awaiting OFWAT’s confirmation of the business plan that will allow us to target funds at Rolleston and other sewer flooding problems.

We expect to receive their final determination in the Autumn and we will then look to prioritise our works.  Assuming the determination allows us, a project to address the flooding in Rolleston will be included in our works program with a view to undertaking detailed feasibility early in the 5-year period.

The Knowles Hill flooding in December was an isolated blockage caused by fat/grease deposits in the sewer and is not related to our works in Burnside.”

Mrs. Dean, MP has also written offering help again to the Parish Council if Severn Trent hadn’t responded.

22.
BEDDING GRANT


The bedding grant for £117.81 for 2003 has been received from ESBC.

23.
DUCK RACE


A letter dated 11th February has been received from Mrs. Thorpe de Ferres PSFA.  Mrs. Thorpe is asking for permission for the use of the Croft for their annual Duck Race.  


Mrs. Thorpe would like to hold the Duck Race on Saturday 22nd May.

24.
STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - EDUCATION AUTHORITY


An acknowledgment has been received from SCC Education Authority and a full reply is now awaited.

25.
ESBC – MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL STRATEGY


The above document has been received.

26.
TRAFFIC CALMING – CHURCH ROAD


Members wished for this item to be included on this month’s Agenda.  Members wished to discuss Illuminated Signs. 

27.
YOUTH GRANT APPLICATIONS

The Youth Grant Working Party met on Wednesday 25th February.  Three applications were discussed.   Members of the Working Party would like to recommend the following applications for approval: -


Rolleston Cricket Club  
£500


For the purchase of a Table Tennis Table and relevant equipment


Junior Pool Cues 


Rolleston Club

£200

For the purchase of Snooker Cues for Junior Members and a smaller set of Bowls for Junior Members


Subject to full Council approval the above organizations will be asked to produce Invoice/ Receipts of purchases. 


The third application is from Rolleston Scouts for £507.71.  This application was rejected by the Working Party as they felt the application did not meet with the criteria for the Grant.


Members of the Working Party discussed how the Youth Grant would work in the future.  It was felt that a full assessment could not be made of ‘how it was going’ until a full financial year had passed.  The Group also felt it was important for the Parish Council to show commitment to the project so it is recommended by the Group that the Youth Grant should be kept on the budget for at least two more years.  Members are asked to support this opinion.

Mr. Winston may wish to report on this item.

28.
SPREAD EAGLE / BRIDGE


A complaint has been received about the black advertising boards that have appeared on the Spread Eagle.  The Planning Officer has been informed.


County Councillor Bather has been informed that Mr. Hayes still has the kerbing that he has retrieved from the brook.

29.
BANK UNDER FORD BRIDGE

It is understood that the bank has been temporarily repaired with the use of granite stone.  A complaint has been received that youths have been throwing the stone and most of it is in the brook. 

This complaint has been forwarded to County Councillor Bather.

30.
POLICE COMPLAINTS


A complaint has been received via Mr. Blackshaw from Mr. Woolley, Station Road Garage.  Over the last six weeks he has had three cars broken into.  Each time it has been reported to the police but no Police Officer has attended the scene.


This compliant has been forwarded to P.C. Lear.

31.
WASP’s


It is understood that Borough Councillor Trelinski has obtained another £1,000 of WASP’s money to be spent in Rolleston this financial year.  Dr. Trelinski may wish to report on this item.

32.
STILES


Mr. Gould has repaired the Stile on Footpath 14 at a cost of £15.  The Clerk agreed this cost and members are asked to support the Clerk in the action taken.

33.
ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAYING FIELD


The following letter dated 17th February has been received from Mrs. Cuthbert, 92 Beacon Road: -

“As I was leaving the Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field on 15th February 2004, my left arm caught on a protruding bolt on the Playing Field gate, ripping the sleeve of my leather jacket making it unusable.

The bolt is an unreasonable length and a danger to anyone passing through.  I would, therefore, like to be considered for some recompense for my ruined jacket which cost £65.00.

I would appreciate it if you could look into this matter and it would probably be advisable to have someone look at the gate as soon as possible so as to avoid further incidents.”

Photographs have been taken of the bolt and sent to the Insurance Company for them to deal with.  Mr. Gould has knocked the bolt back into the hinge on the gate. 

  34.
BIFFA GRANTS


The Chairman, Mr. Underhill and the Clerk are meeting with Royal Society for Nature Conservation to talk about grant funding.  The meeting is to be held on Thursday 18th March at Newark.

35.
BINS


ESBC have agreed to assess the green bin on the corner of Elizabeth Avenue and Burnside.  They have stated they might be able to relocate another bin from another area to help.


They have also been reminded to provide a quotation for a bin on The Croft.

36.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT



Name



Cheque Number


Amount


a.
Petty Cash



1016


£75.31

b.
ESBC




1017


£212.72




(bin emptying Jan’)

c.
Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts


1018


£435.96



(February’s Salary)

d.
Inland Revenue



1019


£24.56



(Feb’03) N.I  £15.16




 Tax £9.40

e.
SCC




1020


£69.60



(pension)  Employer  £43.50




   Employee £26.10

f.
Mr. P. Gould



1021


£490.00



(Feb’ Payment & repair to stile & 

 playground course attendance)


g.
St. Mary’s Church


1022


£40.00



(recycling donation)

h.
ESBC




1023


£89.30



(Minute Number 69:16)

37.
THE CROFT


Rev. Whitehead wishes to update members on the plans for the disabled access.  

Rev. Whitehead has been invited to the Annual Parish Meeting on 19th April. 

38.
BURTON LIBRARY


Mr. Martin, Editor of the Rollestonian, has written a letter to the County Librarian.  A follow up letter of support has been written from the Parish Office.  A reply is awaited.

39.
WESTBURY HOMES


Complaints have been received via P.C. Lear that HGV’s are coming through the village again from the Westbury Homes site.  The Enforcement Officer at ESBC was contacted and it is understood that a letter has been written to Westbury Homes.

Owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the Chairman will move that the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.

