ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2004

PRESENT






Mr. J. Morris, Chairman






Mr. W. Hodson Walker, Vice-Chairman 






Mr. P.M. Taylor 






Mrs. V.J. Trelinska 






Mr. J.S. Westwood 






Dr. M.J. Trelinski 






Mr. J.W. Winston






Mrs. B.Toon 






Mr. J.W.S Hayes






Mr. A.W. Starbuck






Miss. C. Pidsley, Youth Representative






Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts, Clerk






Mrs. M.M. Woodbine, Assistant Clerk

Three members of the public were in attendance.

92.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS


Mr. Johnson addressed the Chairman with the following comments:-

Planning Applications – Mr. Johnson stated that there appears to be ‘one rule for one and one rule for another,’ in the village with obtaining planning permission.

Post Office – Mr. Johnson complained about the signs advertising signs outside the post office.

Scout Headquarters – caravans use the field behind the Scout Headquarters.  Mr. Johnson is concerned that the field is being used far more than the licence states.

The Scout Headquarters has recently obtained an Alcohol Licence.  Mr. Johnson is concerned that this will change the use of the building.

Mr. Johnson questioned, ‘why the Scout Headquarters did not know that they required planning permission for the container that they have sited on their field?’

Mr. Johnson’s Land – He asked did the Chairman know who had taken the samples of lime away from his land?

Public Inquiry – Mr. Johnson asked would the Parish Council accept the outcome from the Public Inquiry?

The Chairman replied that the Parish Council would accept the decision from the Public Inquiry.

Health Centre – Mr. Johnson reported that he had been approached to sell some of his land for the development of a Health Centre.  He asked did the Parish Council know anything about this?

The Chairman stated that the village would welcome a Health Centre; it is a much needed facility.  The Chairman agreed to write to Mr. Johnson in order to address the planning concerns that he has. 

93.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received from Mr. K. Bradley and County Councillor Bather.

94.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


Minutes of the meeting held on 12th January 2004 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

95.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

a.
YOUTH DISTURBANCE (Clerk’s Report, Item 28)



Mr. Hayes reported that he still had the section of kerbing that had been thrown into the brook.  

b.
BROOKSIDE – BANK UNDER FORD BRIDGE (Clerk’s Report, Item 29)



County Councillor Bather has given his assurance that the bank will be repaired as soon as possible.

c.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD – DRAINAGE (Clerk’s Report, Item 41)
Dr. Trelinski reported that there might be a sum of money available to help toward the drainage problems on Craythorne Field.  Dr. Trelinski referred to the main drain that runs across the field.  Dr. Trelinski explained that the Borough Council’s WASP’s Officer, Mr. Wood, had provisionally approved this expenditure.  The Parish Council to put £1,000 towards the main drain and a further £2,000 would come from WASP’s.



It was agreed that this item be put on the next agenda.


d.
ARTICLE 4 DOCUMENT
It was reported that Mr. Edwards, Conservation Officer, would soon be aided by an assistant to help him with his work load, sometime after April.  Parish Councillors discussed the delay with the Article 4 document and stated that Rolleston should be one of the first areas to have this document updated, once Mr. Edwards has his assistant.

96.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 4TH FEBRUARY 2004



Mr. Westwood declared an interest with planning application ‘b’ and took no part in the discussion thereon.

1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a.
AD/02863/023 Erection of two advertising signs, Westbury Fields, Station Road

Members had no objection to this planning application but would like this application to be reviewed in one year’s time not the two years as stated.

b.
TN/22456/011 Removal of seven Cypress trees and raise crown of one Cedar tree, 

19 Station Road, for Mr. Wallis

Members agreed to abide by any observations made by the Borough Council’s Tree Officer. 

c.
HO/27939/002 Erection of a car port to side of dwelling, 62 Hall Road, for Mr.Shaw


Members had no objection to this planning application.
d.
HO/16595/005 Formation of a vehicular access, 62 Station Road, for Mr. Heywood


Members had no objection to this planning application.
e.
HO/20292/021 Erection of two single storey link extensions and a single storey rear extension to number 3, 1/3 Beacon Road, for Mr & Mrs. Allsop

96.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 4TH FEBRUARY 2004 (continued)

1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS (continued)

f.
LB/20292/022 Erection of two single storey link extensions and a single storey rear extension and internal alterations to number 3, 1/3 Beacon Road, for Mr & Mrs. Allsop
 

The two above planning applications were considered together by members.  Members on the whole have no objections to these applications.  However, members did have some reservations and were confused by the plans.  They felt that the plans were inaccurate as the garage on the plans shows garage doors.  This is not the case as where the garage doors are shown this area is bricked up.  Members would like to know if the plans are to be altered to show an accurate plan or is the applicant considering installing garage doors. 

If no garage doors are to be installed then members are concerned with the amount of blank brick to the front of the property.  The orangery and garage make up a large expanse of brick area.  Members felt that some detail was necessary to break-up the brick practically on the orangery wall.  It was suggested that a window or false-bricked window would improve the appearance.
2.
PLANNING DECISIONS



Members noted the planning applications that had been approved.

3.
PARISH PRECEPT

Members noted the updated information provided of the Actual Estimates of Expenditure for 2004/05.

4.
STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - EDUCATION AUTHORITY



(Clerk’s Report, Item 24)

Members noted that a letter had been sent to the Education Authority stating again the Parish Council’s position with regard to using Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field to extend the present John of Rolleston Primary School



Members agreed for this item to be on next month’s agenda.

5.
JOHN OF ROLLESTON PRIMARY SCHOOL (Clerk’s Report, Item 1)
Members noted the letter dated 28th January that had been received from 

Mr. Arblaster Head Teacher at John of Rolleston Primary School.  It was reported that an informal meeting had been arranged between Mr. Arblaster, the Chairman and Clerk in order to discuss Mr. Arblaster’s  ideas for the school’s Travel Plan. 



Members agreed for this item to be on next month’s agenda.

6.
TRAFFIC CALMING – CHURCH ROAD (Clerk’s Report, Item 26)
Members noted the letter that had been received from Mr. Hall.  Mr. Hall asked the Parish Council to carefully consider the effect that traffic calming in Church Road will have on Hall Road and The Lawns.  Members agreed that residents of the village have been fully consulted with over this project.  There have been several opportunities for Rollestonians to have their say.  Members agreed that it was ‘time to move on’ and it was felt that there would be no benefit made from opening this up again. 


Members agreed for this item to be on next month’s agenda.  Members wished to discuss the use of illuminated signs.

96.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 4TH FEBRUARY 2004 (continued)

7.
HIGHWAY ISSUES –SITE MEETING (Clerk’s Report, Item 17)
The Chairman reported on the recent site meeting that was held on Wednesday 21st January between Mr. P. Gee, County Council, the Chairman, Clerk and County Councillor Bather.  The meeting was called in order to discuss traffic issues on Anslow Lane and issues with parking outside and around the post office. (Mr. Hayes joined the meeting at the post office.)

Mr. Hayes stated that he had written to Royal Mail asking why the delay in moving the pillar-box that is positioned outside the post office.  Members agreed to write to Royal Mail supporting Mr. Hayes’ letter.

The Chairman reported that members of the village had asked at the site meeting why there wasn’t a visibility mirror on Fiddler Lane.  Mr. Gee reinstated his previous comments saying that the County Council would not consider the use of a visibility mirror in this area.

8.
CRAYTHORNE WOOD

Members noted the letter that had been received from Tilhill asking whether we would like the trees on Craythorne Wood to be inspected by them this year.  Members agreed that this wasn’t necessary, as Garden Services & Tree Surgery Ltd had recently examined the Wood.

9.
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE

The Chairman welcomed Clare Pidsley to the meeting.  Clare is the latest recruit to represent the youth on the Parish Council. 

10.
YOUTH GRANT APPLICATIONS (Clerk’s Report, Item 27)
Members noted that the Youth Grant Working Party would have to meet again in order to discuss the recent applications.  Miss. Pidsley agreed to join the members of the Youth Grant Working Party.  It was suggested that the Working Party meet at Mr. Winston’s home on Tuesday 24th February.  

11.
RECYCLING INCENTIVE SCHEME

Members noted that a cheque for £40.00 had been received from the Borough Council.  Members agreed that this money should be donated to St.Mary’s Church.

12.
FLOODING (Clerk’s Report, Item 21)
Members discussed that there had been no response from Severn Trent regarding an update to the repairs on Burnside and the new problem of sewage coming from a grid on Knowles Hill.  The Clerk informed members that another had been written to Severn Trent and a letter had also been written to Mrs. Dean, MP.

The Chairman reported that he has requested a Flood Plan from the Environmental Agency.

13.
RIVER BANK – ALDERBROOK

Members noted the letter that had been received from Mrs. Burton.  Members discussed their concerns with the state of the riverbank along Burnside.  Members agreed that the County Council should be made aware of this situation and Mr. Haywood, who owns the bank opposite his house on Burnside.  Members noted that assurances have been received from County Councillor Bather stating that repairs have been put into a rolling program of works.

96.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 4TH FEBRUARY 2004 (continued)
14.
BANK UNDER FORD BRIDGE (Clerk’s Report, Item 29)
Members noted the information provided that the County Council has been to repair the bank on three separate occasions and were unsuccessful.  Members stated their concerns for the use of sandbags as a temporary repair.

15.
BROOKSIDE



Members discussed the letter that had been sent to Mr. Ely from the County Council. 

16.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL (Clerk’s Report, Item 12)
The Chairman reported that Mr. L. Oates, Burton Conversation Volunteers, and Mrs. Anderson had both agreed to speak at the public meeting.

17.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL – INTERPRETATION BOARD

Members noted the information provided.  Members discussed the problem of obtaining a photograph of the old Station.

18.
DOG FOULING

Members noted the residents concerns with the recent ‘outbreak’ of Dog fouling on Station Road, Marston Lane and Burnside.   This has been reported to the Borough Council.  An Email has been received about dog fouling on Burnside.

19.
THE COUNTRYSIDE AGENCY (Clerk’s Report, Item 34)
Members supported the action taken by the Chairman regarding the VDS group responding to the recent letter from the Countryside Agency.  It was suggested that the Parish Council pass over their comments and suggestions of projects that could be funded by the Countryside Agency to the VDSG.

20.
LYCH GATE



Members noted that the work to the Lych Gate has now started.

21.
WESTBURY HOMES (Clerk’s Report, Item 39)
The Clerk reported that Mr & Mrs. Fisher had been to the Citizens Advice Bureau asking for advice.  Mr & Mrs. Fisher were advised that they did not have a case to go to the Ombudsman.  Members were distressed to hear this and considered that they had been badly advised. 

22.
STILES (Clerk’s Report, Item 32)
Members noted that the stile on footpath number 14 at the Beacon Road end is in need of repair.  Members stated that they would support the action taken by the Clerk with agreeing to the repair of the stile as soon as possible. 

23.
POLICE (Clerk’s Report, Item 30)
Members noted that P.C. Lear has reported that he has the use of a mobile police station.  


24.
RODSEC (Clerk’s Report, Item 9)
Members supported the action taken by the Chairman and several Parish Councillors, at the Liaison meeting, in approving £120.00 for the replacing of the spring bulbs on the Croft.  

96.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 4TH FEBRUARY 2004 (continued)


24.
RODSEC (continued)

The Chairman read out a letter that had been received from RODSEC advising members of RODSEC’s AGM.  The AGM is to be held on Monday 23rd February in St.Mary’s schoolroom commencing at 7.30pm.

It was reported that village organizations were being invited by RODSEC to sponsor a boat for the English Event.  The boat would have to be decorated to represent a village organization.  Members agreed this in principle.

25.
BURTON LIBRARY (Clerk’s Report, Item 38)
The Chairman reported that Mr. Martin had advised the Parish Council at the last Liaison meeting that Burton Library had destroyed documents that had been placed in the libraries archives.  It was discussed that earlier editions of the Rollestonian had been destroyed.  Other documents relating to Rolleston are not cataloged and members of the public have to ask to see them.

Members agreed that this was most distressing and a letter should be written to find out what had happened. At the last Liaison meeting it was agreed that this item should be included on the Agenda.  

26.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDENS (Clerk’s Report, Item 7)
The Chairman reported that he had been to the last Tutbury Parish Council meetings where it had been suggested that the two Parish Councils liaise on joint items of interest.  The Chairman suggested that the minutes of the Parish Council meetings been exchanged.

The Chairman handed out written information to members about Tutbury’s football facilities.  Tutbury Parish Council has agreed to provide this Parish Council with further details of the costs involved of the football facilities. 

27.
VILLAGE DIRECTORY

Members noted that Mr. T. Martin has revamped the village directory.  Members supported the action taken by the Chairman in agreeing the amount of £65.00 for the cost of the directory being printed.

28.
WELCOME PACKS

Members noted the contents of the Welcome Pack that had been collated by the Chairman.  Members thanked the Chairman for his efforts with this project.

29.
STAFFORDSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST

A letter has been received from Staffordshire Wildlife Trust stating that there has been a short fall of £12.00 in this year’s annual subscription.  The additional amount was approved.

30.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDENS



This item was discussed under Clerk’s Report Item, 26.

31.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT



It was resolved that the accounts listed below be paid: -




Name


Cheque Number


Amount


a.
ESBC



1005


£212.72





(bin emptying Dec’)
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CLERK’S REPORT DATED 4TH FEBRUARY 2004 (continued)


31.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)

b.
Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts

1006


£435.96




(January’s Salary)

c.
Inland Revenue


1007


£24.56




(Jan’ 04) N.I  £15.16




 Tax £9.40

d.
Mr. P. Gould


1008


£460.00




(Jan’ Payment & Hawthorn trees)

e.
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust
1009


£12.00




(Clerk’s Report, Item 29)

f.
BT



1010


£84.25




(Parish Office)

g.
Local Council Review

1011


£138.00




(Annual subscription)

h.
RODSEC


1012


£120.00




(Clerk’s Report, Item 24)

i.
Rolleston Civic Trust

1013


£65.00




(Clerk’s Report, Item 27)

j.
Petty Cash


1014


£80.42

k.
Staffordshire County Council
1015


£69.60




(Pension)  Employer  £43.50





   Employee £26.10

32.
COUNCIL FOR THE PROTECTION OF RURAL ENGLAND

Members noted that the Annual General Meeting of the Staffordshire Branch will be held on 17th April in the Wolsley Conference Centre commencing at 2.00 pm.

33.
STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S INFORMAL RECEPTION

It was reported that an invitation had been received for members of the Parish Council to join the Chairman at his Informal Charity Reception at County Buildings on Friday, 12th March at 7.30 pm.  Members were advised to contact the Clerk if they wish to attend.

34.
TRENT AND DOVE HOUSING

Members noted that Trent and Dove Housing are proposing to visit Parish Councils to share what has been achieved since taking over the Borough Council’s housing stock in 2001.   Members welcome this proposal.  It was reported that a representative from Trent & Dove Housing would contact the Parish Office in the near future.

97.
OTHER MATTERS BROUGHT UP BY MEMBERS

a.
Brook Hollows – Dr. Trelinski reported that the Borough Council has found the money to repair Brook Hollow bridge.  

b.
Playground Inspection Course -  ESBC are holding a one-day training course for the inspection of playground equipment.   The Clerk was asked to approach Mr. Gould to ask him to attend this course.

97.
OTHER MATTERS BROUGHT UP BY MEMBERS (continued)

c.
Council Tax – It was reported that ESBC would be increasing their council tax 

by 5%.

d.
Parish Council Meetings – April’s Parish Council meeting falls on Easter Monday this year so it was suggested that the meeting is brought forward to the 5th April.  It was suggested that the Annual Parish meeting should be on 19th April and the Annual Parish Council meeting should be on the 10th May.  Members agreed with these suggestions.

Owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the Chairman moved that the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.

96.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 4TH FEBRUARY 2004 (continued)

36.
THE CROFT

Members noted that two quotations have been received for the removal of the Ash tree on The Croft: -



Quote 1:  Midland Tree Surgeons Ltd

‘ Twin stemmed Ash.  Situated to the rear of the Spread Eagle pub adjacent to garden wall of neighbouring property.  Carefully dismantle in sections to just above ground level.  £750.00 Plus VAT.’




‘ the removal of the stump if required £150.00 plus VAT’



Quote 2 : J.A. Croxall Tree Surgery




‘Ash tree at the entrance to the Croft next to Alms Houses.  £700.00’

It was reported that both companies have worked for the Parish Council in the past with good results.  Members agreed to approve Quotation 2 Mr. J. Croxall Tree Surgery. 

