ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON

MONDAY 9Th JULY 2012
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been received and require comment:-

P/2012/00656 Erection of a part two storey, part first floor side extension and conversion of existing garage to form additional living accommodation, Somerleyton, Tutbury Road Rural.
P/2012/00803 Application to vary the time limit condition relating to planning permission PA/01716/006 dated 21/07/2009 for the erection of a detached dwelling, Kelvingrove, South Hill.

P/2012/00752 Installation of windows on east and west elevations to replace existing French doors, 6 Alders Reach.

P/2012/00646 Change of use of agricultural buildings to Class B1 (Business) and Class B8 (Storage or distribution), Farm Buildings North of, Winterley Lodge, Dovecliff Road, Stretton.

P/2012/00828 Erection of a first floor side extension, Kimberley, Church Road.
2. PLANNING DECISIONS

The following applications have been permitted:-

P/2012/00549/CLF Erection of a single storey rear extension, 34 Meadow View.
P/2012/00446/MB Erection of a part two storey, part single storey side extension and a single storey front extension, Linden Lea, Tutbury Road Rural.

P/2012/00584/MB Reduction in height by 1/3 of a purple plum and felling of 1 blue Atlas cedar and 1 Holly tree, 
7 Burnside.
3. PLANNING CONCERNS

The following correspondence has been received from Aida McManus, Enforcement Officer, ESBC:-

Replacement Windows, 11 Burnside: With reference to the above property which has recently installed Upvc windows into the property. Although the site is within the conservation area this does not prevent the owners from installing this type of window. This can only be controlled if the area was an Article 4 Area and permitted development to replace windows had specifically been restricted or if the property was a listed building, which is this instance neither apply.  Therefore, the Council is unable to take any further action in relation to this matter.

The following correspondence has been received from Aida McManus, Enforcement Officer, ESBC:-

Kerbing Works, The Spinney, Church Road: I have looked at the issue and it is not within our remit to control the use of materials by a statutory undertaken. Clearly, the County Council consider the materials are acceptable for this use.

4. NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Mr Morris will be invited to provide members with an update.
5. NEW SCHOOL
Formal Complaint; Attached is a copy of the record of how the complaint has been dealt with to date.
Freedom of Information Complaint; Attached is a copy of the record of how the complaint has been dealt with to date.
Proposed new road; A letter has been sent to SCC stating that a proposed new road is not an option and asking SCC to employ competent highways consultants.

6.  STREET LIGHTING – ENERGY CONSERVATION INITIATIVE

The following email has been received from Mr Bradbury, SCC:-

In response to the queries raised by the Parish Council in relation to the County’s energy conservation initiative, my comments are as follows:

“With regard to the two strategies dimming and part night switching; the County Council will be responsible for the County wide introduction of dimmable street lights on the highway network and under a localism agenda the Parish Council can decide if it wishes to introduce part night street lights within its respective Parish. The decision to introduce part night lighting will be a locally based decision and will not be imposed or considered by the County Council. The Parish can be quite flexible in its approach as to which street lights it may wish to operate in part night mode e.g. one off location, every other street light or even a whole street if appropriate and supported by the local community. Alternatively, the Parish Council may decide that it does not consider it appropriate to introduce part night lighting within the Parish. In addition the Parish does not have to make a decision at this time, as the offer for the County Council to cover the initial cost of conversion to part night operation is an open ended offer at this stage”.

With regard to the County wide dimming strategy I can give you a brief overview of our intentions as follows;

“In May 2003 the County Council embarked upon a major initiative to redress a rapidly degrading street lighting stock. This major initiative took the form of Street Lighting PFI (Private Finance Initiative) and involved the transfer of maintenance responsibility to a private company. The contract will run for 25 years and is basically a maintenance contract with an inbuilt mechanism to replace street lights when they become age expired. During the life of the contract some 65,000 units of street lighting equipment will be renewed across the County”.

“Recently we undertook a complete review of the PFI contract to obtain extra value from operations and to assist with the introduction of new technologies now prevalent within the street lighting industry. The introduction of dimmed street lights formed a fundamental feature of the review and therefore the introduction of dimmable street lights will occur when a street requires its system of street lighting to be modernised in line with the requirements of the PFI contract. Existing street lights will generally not be subjected to dimming until at such time the associated system of street lighting is renewed”.

“In addition to the above we also intend to retro-fit dimming equipment into street lights which are of an appropriate standard, and which predominantly reside on traffic only routes e.g. lighting units which incorporate high wattage lamps”.

“Both of the above dimming strategies will provide significant benefit in reducing the County’s electrical energy bill and associated carbon emissions, with around 26,000 street lighting units incorporating dimming equipment as a consequence of the PFI street lighting renewal programme which will expire in May 2028. 
6. STREET LIGHTING – ENERGY CONSERVATION INITIATIVE (continued)
“With regard to the retro-fit programme this will take approximately three years to complete and will result with approximately 15,000 existing and previously renewed lighting units fitted with dimming equipment. Once we have finalised contractual details both programmes of implementation will commence”.

“With regard to the actual dimming process approval has been given, following the assessment of the array of street lighting energy conservation strategies introduced or proposed by other UK lighting authorities, to introduce dimming facilities in the following manner:

1) Residential Streets – Two step dim process: 1st step will dim from 100% (full brightness) to 75% of full brightness from 8:00pm to midnight; 2nd step will dim from 75% of full brightness to 50% of full brightness from midnight to 06:00am. To re-iterate, dimming will only be applied when a system of street lighting is renewed in accordance with the requirements of the PFI contract.

2) Traffic Routes – One step dim process: dim from 100% (full brightness) to 50% of full brightness from 8:00pm to 06:00am.
The following locations will not to be subject to dimming;

· City and Town Centre locations

· Pedestrian subways.

· Areas covered by permanent Local Authority/Police CCTV cameras

· Areas adjacent to 24 hour operational emergency services

· Areas adjacent to Pedestrian commuter locations; Railway Stations, Bus Stations, Taxi ranks

“I appreciate that I have gone into more detail than requested; however; I felt that it was important to relay the details behind this objective which has the full support of the Council’s Cabinet. Please do not hesitate to contact me again should you require any further clarification regarding the introduction of this very important initiative”.

7. THE CROFT

Mr. Chinn would like to propose that the posts are replaced on The Croft as many of the existing ones are rotten.  There are 120 bollards in total that would require replacement and attached for members is a copy of the proposed bollards.  It is understood that Mr. Chinn also has a proposal with regards to the Village Green sign.
8. S106 AGREEMENTS

Mr. Edwards has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.
9. SPREAD EAGLE ISLAND

Mrs. Warren will be invited to provide members with an update.
10. JINNY NATURE TRAIL & PUBLIC FOOTPATHS
Annual Footpath Walks:  The Annual Footpath Walks have now taken place.
Jinny Nature Trail; The following email has been received from Paul Rochfort, Rights of Way, SCC:-

“Hope you are well. I am emailing to confirm that the Works Unit and Volunteers have completed work to install a new flight of steps on Public Footpath No 15. I must say the chaps have done an excellent job and sweated buckets in the process!”
“Two new stiles have also been installed on Public Footpath No 9. The landowner made it very clear that he did not want to see kissing gates installed and expressed real concerns about people trespassing all across his fields and allowing their dogs to go to the toilet on his land. In the interests of good relations I would be very grateful if you could make parishioners aware at the next Parish Council meeting”.
Jinny Trail Meeting: The Joint Jinny Trail meeting with Stretton Parish Council has now taken place and your Chairman will be invited to provide an update on the meeting.  A further meeting is being organised for September.
11. RECREATIONAL

Goal Mouths:  It has been suggested that the Parish Council should undertake the repair of another set of goal mouths this year.  Members are asked to consider this item.
Shelter: The shelter still remains in storage.  Members are asked to consider how/where they would like to make use of it in the long term.
12. REQUESTS FOR SPONSORSHIP / DONATIONS
Staffordshire Scouts Association – Kenya Project; The attached letter has been received for consideration.
St Marys Church South Walls Appeal: The following email has been received from Vanessa Winstone for consideration:- 

“RCT has joined forces with village groups and individuals in support of a Barn Dance to be held at the Scout HQ on October 13th 2012.  We have been asking organisations for donations towards the food/decorations etc. to enable us to maximise the donation we can make to St Mary's South Walls Appeal.  As always in Rolleston, people have been very generous with time and resources. RCT are funding the band, the Scouts will let us use the HQ free of charge, Treats and the Football Club are helping with set up, WI and Beryl are giving time and culinary skills towards the catering etc. We would be very grateful if you could ask the Parish Council for a small donation towards costs. Of course we would also be delighted if any Parish Councillors want to come along on the night-the tickets are £12.50 a head”.
Rolleston Village Country Gala 2012:  The attached letter has been received for consideration.
13. ROAD WORKS – DOVECLIFF ROAD

The following email has been received from Simon Richards, Design Engineer (South), Staffordshire County Council
“Thank you for your enquiry regarding the sett’s on Dovecliff Road.  I can confirm that the removal of the sett’s and the replacing with a concrete kerb is part of the on-going Structural Maintenance scheme that will ultimately see the resurfacing of the carriageway from Dovecliff Crescent to Rolleston Cricket club”.

“There were many factors behind the decision to remove the sett’s and replace them with a concrete kerb, some of which I have outlined below:-
13. ROAD WORKS – DOVECLIFF ROAD (continued)

· Safety grounds – the section of sett’s that have been replaced ran from No.17/19 and re-joined a section of existing concrete kerbs located approximately 100m northeast of the properties. There is a footway that runs parallel to the carriageway between these points, that until the sett’s where replaced was only protected from overriding vehicles by the height of those sett’s which varied in height from 20mm to 60mm. We have now incorporated a new kerb line formed with concrete kerbs which gives an up-stand of 125mm giving greater protection to the pedestrians who use the footway. 

· Future maintenance – As shown in the attached photographs there is evidence that the sett’s where continually being overridden causing them to become dislodged and eventually coming out, and following Richard’s comments regarding the planned routine maintenance to re-bed the loose sett’s, this only goes to reinforce the fact that the concrete kerbs will not become an on-going maintenance liability in comparison to the sett’s. 

· From a construction point of view the sett’s would have had to of been removed and re-bedded on a new level to allow for the new the carriageway surface. The height they were prior to replacement would have meant that the proposed level of the new surface would have been either flush or in some instances above the height of the setts. 

In addition to the above points we did also take into account that the adjacent footways are already protected by a full faced concrete kerb, and I do not believe that what we have undertaken with view to replacing the setts with kerbs, affects the aesthetical aspect as you approach Rolleston on Dove.  I would like to add that we have maintained the sett’s along the remainder of Dovecliff Road on the approach to Stretton, and have also made provisions to re-bed any uneven or dislodged sett’s’ along this length of the network.  If you or any Members of the Parish Council would like to discuss this matter further, then please do not hesitate to contact me”.
14.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Members will be invited to make a short report on any items that they have either dealt with or been approached with regards to since the last meeting.  
15. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
The following invoices have been received for payment:-
Mrs. H Light



2380

£669.92
(Clerk Salary)
HM Revenue & Customs


2381

£25.88
(Tax & NI)
Mrs. H Light



2382

£35.60

(Telephone & Internet)

Mr. P Gould



2383

£833.33
(Mowing Contract)
Mr. J Deacon



2384

TBC
(Play Areas Contract)
Mr. J Deacon



2385

TBC
(Environmental Contract)
JRB Enterprises



2386

£132.90
(Dog Waste bags)
Rainbow Waste



2387

TBC
(Bin Emptying)
Mrs. C Warren



2388

£18.48
(Stuff for planters)
Mr. B Edwards



2389

£81.99
(Gazebo for parish council)
Petty Cash



2390

TBC
Mrs. M Thorp



2391

£150.00
(NHD Plan Secretary)

16. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
· Letter from RODSEC thanking the Parish Council for their support with the Jubilation weekend.
· Letter from Mrs Thompson, Brookside.

· Staffordshire Police, Transition Update, June 2012.
· A letter has been received with regards to “Light in darkness” a celebration of advent in trees and garlands which will take place in St Marys Church from Friday November 30th - Monday December 3rd 2012.  The Parish Council has been invited to participate in this event, by decorating the Church in Trees and Garlands (Wreaths) and to attend a meeting in St Marys on Wednesday September 13th at 7.30pm.  Members are also asked to confirm if, as in previous years they would like a tree.
· Correspondence from Mr. Wyers with regards to the Street Lighting – Energy Conservation Initiative.

17.  ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Members will be invited to submit items for the August agenda.
18. UNRESOLVED MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS
Registration of Footpath 18, Cinder Hill sub Station, Spread Eagle Meeting Room
The Chairman will move that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted that the Public and Press should be excluded from the meeting.

4th July 2012 
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