ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 12TH JANUARY 2004

PRESENT






Mr. J. Morris, Chairman






Mr. W. Hodson Walker, Vice-Chairman






Mr. K.A. Bradley






Mrs. V.J. Trelinska






Dr. M.J. Trelinski






Mr. J.W. Winston






Mrs. B.Toon






Mr. J.W.S Hayes






Mr. A.W. Starbuck






Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts, Clerk






Mrs. M.M. Woodbine, Assistant Clerk

Two members of the public, County Councillor Bather and a representative from the Burton Mail were in attendance.

85.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS


There were no Questions or Petitions from the public.

86.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received from Mr. J. Westwood and Mr. P. Taylor.

87.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


Minutes of the meeting held on 8th December 2003 were approved and signed by the Chairman subject to the addition that Mr. J. Hayes was present for the meeting.

88.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

a.
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE (Clerk’s Report, Item 9)



It was reported that a letter had been forwarded to the Headmaster at de Ferrers school with regard to a Youth Representative.  Members agreed that if a representative could not be found in de Ferrers then other schools should be approached.

b.
WESTBURY HOMES (Clerk’s Report, Item 21)



It was reported that Mr & Mrs. Fisher had received copies of communication between the Borough Council and Janet Dean, MP.  It is understood that Mr & Mrs. Fisher have had no formal reply from the Borough Council since they met Mr & Mrs. Fisher.

c.
KNOWLES HILL



It was reported that an update was still awaited from Severn Trent.  Members agreed that a letter should be written to Janet Dean, MP, asking for her help again.

d.
YOUTH DISTURBANCE



Mr. Hayes reported that he had retrieved the section of kerbing that had been thrown into the brook.

e.
BROOKSIDE – BANK UNDER FORD BRIDGE (Clerk’s Report, Item 14)



County Councillor Bather has given his assurance that the bank will be repaired as soon as possible.

88.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING (continued)

f.
THE CROFT



Members agreed that quotations for the repair to the paths on The Croft should be sought.

89.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR



County Councillor Bather made the following report: -

a.
Brookside – the County Council is looking to resolve the various problems in this area.


b.
Traffic Calming – is to start sometime in February/March.  County Councillor Bather will continue to press for the scheme to continue through Station Road.

c.
Knowles Hill – potholes have been reported to the County Council.

d.
Special needs – the County Council is looking at the way schools are funded.  

e.
Schools in Rolleston - He stated that the opportunity would not present itself again unless there is another large development within the village.  The County Council must make a contribution towards any new school the village has.  County Councillor Bather urged the Parish Council to make their views heard on this subject.  

f.
School crossing – he stated that this was an important part of safety for our young people.  He urged the Parish Council to show their support for the need of school crossings.

Dr. Trelinski stated, regarding item e, that the County Council have not taken on board the full fact that the Parish Council is willing to make Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field available for the school.  He stated that the village does not need another large development to finance a new school.
County Councillor Bather was asked to intervene between the County Council and the Parish Council about the site meeting the Parish Council had been trying to arrange to talk about Anslow Lane and the parking outside the Post office.  The Parish Council had been unsuccessful in arranging this meeting. 


The Chairman thanked County Councillor Bather for his report.

90.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 7th JANUARY 2004

1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Mr. Hayes declared an interest with planning application ‘d’ and took no part in the discussion thereon. Mr. Morris declared an interest with planning application ‘h’ and took no part in the discussion thereon.  Mr. Hodson Walker took the chair on planning application ‘h’.

a.
PA/26631/003 Erection of a detached dormer bungalow and alterations to existing access, 59 Beacon Road, for Mr & Mrs. Pickering

Members objected to this planning application on the following grounds: -

· It was contrary to the Village Design Statement guidelines

· It was considered over development

· Considered back development

Members also stated that the Planning Applications Committee should consider the planning history on this site i.e. that in the past they had stated that this plot was too small for the development of two properties.

90.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 7th JANUARY 2004 (continued)

1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS (continued)

b.
HO/27396/003 Erection of a single storey link extension and a single storey side/front extension, The Hall Lodge, Hall Grounds, for Mr. Taylor


Members objected to this planning application on the grounds that it was detrimental to the street scene on Church Road.  This property is situated on a road that is adjacent to the Conservation Area, and as such, the visual impact of the proposed erection should be considered most carefully. 

c.
HO/11766/004 Erection of a double garage to rear, 85 Knowles Hill, for Mr. Ryan


Members had no objection to this planning application.

d.
PA/01988/004 AMENDED PLANS & DESCRIPTION Installation of railings on existing front walling at No2 & No 2a, erection of additional section of wall and railings and the installation of gates at the access to No 2a and erection of a replacement wall with railings between No 2 & 2a, The Old Bakehouse 2 & 2a Station Road, for Mr & Mrs. Zamir 


Members still object to this planning application.  Members are concerned that the proposed railings may cause visibility problems for vehicle exiting the property.  The railings are not in keeping with the neighbouring Conservation Area.  Members have asked for the Borough Council’s Conservation Officer to comment on this planning application.

e.
Retention of a rear conservatory, Plot 68, Westbury Field Station Road, for Mr. Joyce


Members had no objection to this planning application.
f.
HO/26931/002 Amended Description Erection of a two storey side extension & construction of a vehicular access, 39 Knowles Hill, for Mr. Jones




Members had no objection to this planning application.

g.
HO/20117/006 Amended plans & Description Erection of part two storey rear extension, conversion of potting shed into garaging, construction of a new bridge and erection of a fence & wall to separate the new parking area & the rear gardens, 14 & 16 Burnside


LB/20117/007 Amended plans & Description Demolition of porch, lobby and bathroom, erection of a part two storey, part single storey rear extension & internal alterations including new stairs, conversion of potting shed to garaging & erection of fencing to separate the rear gardens, 14& 16 Burnside


Members had no objection to these planning applications.

h.
HO/27881/004 Erection of a two storey rear extension, 36 Church Road for Mr & Mrs. Paterson


Members had no objection to this planning application.

i.
PA/00912/007 Renewal of planning permission dated 23/03/99 for an equine centre for the Blue Cross with administration block with 3 bedsits and a flat, stabling, riding school and associated buildings and formation of an access, Equine Centre for the Blue Cross, Sunnymead Farm, Dovecliff Road.


Member had no further comments to make on this application.

90.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 7th JANUARY 2004 (continued)

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS

Members noted the planning applications that had been approved and refused.
3.
PLANNING WORKING PARTY

Members agreed to form a ‘Planning Working Party’.  The working party will consist of: -


Parish Council Chairman


Mrs. B. Toon


One member of the VDSG


One member of the Civic Trust


Clerk

4.
PARISH PRECEPT (Clerk’s Report, Item 3)

Members agreed to defer the following items from the Precept for one year: -

Under Capital 

Bus Shelter £3,500

Craythorne £2,000

Jinny Trail £1,500



In the Capital under Environment Enhancement, this was increased to £1,500.


The estimates were agreed, subject to the above alterations, and a Precept of £36,000 would be served on the Borough Council.

5.
TRANSFER OF THE JUSTICES’ LICENCE – SPREAD EAGLE HOTEL

Members had no objections to the Justices’ license for the sale of intoxicating liquor being transferred to Mr. Macmillan at the Spread Eagle Hotel.

6.
QUIET LANES – COUNTY COUNCIL

Members noted the information regarding the ‘Quiet Lanes’ from the County Council.  More information is awaited.

7.
TRAFFIC CALMING – CHURCH ROAD (Clerk’s Report, Item 6)

Members noted that a letter had been written to Mr. Harris from the County Council asking for an update with the above project.

8.
HIGHWAY ISSUES (Clerk’s Report, Item 7)

Members spoke to County Councillor Bather earlier in the meeting to ask could he help forward this meeting as the Parish Council was having difficulty arranging a site meeting.  The meeting was being arranged in order to discuss Anslow Lane and parking outside the Post Office.

E-mail had been received from Mr. Essery, Anslow Lane Residents Association, asking for an update to the progress in respect of the proposals to do something about reduction of speeding traffic in the lane.

Members agreed that they would continue to press the police to enforce the speeding restriction on Anslow Lane as well as the rest of the village. 

90.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 7th JANUARY 2004 (continued)

9.
STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - EDUCATION AUTHORITY



(Clerk’s Report, Item 4)


Members agreed that a further letter should be sent to the County Council stating more clearly that the Parish Council is willing to make Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field available to aid the extension of the school to allow for a single sited school.  It was also suggested that the Parish Council met with the County Council to discuss this.

10.
FLOODING (Clerk’s Report, Item 12)

Members noted that a Flood Warning was issued by the Environment Agency on the afternoon of Boxing Day.

Members reported that a grid opposite the gatehouse to Hall Grounds, on Church Road, is still blocked.

11.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD – DRAINAGE

Members noted the report from D.W. Clark Drainage LTD who met with the Chairman, Mr. Bradley and Clerk back in August.  It was agreed that information was needed for grant funding.



Members noted that the Chairman and Clerk had met with the County Council to discuss road surface water coming off Craythorne Lane that was contributing to the flooding of Craythorne Field.

Members supported the action taken by the Clerk in agreeing the quotation of £300 plus VAT to clear the ditches adjacent to Craythorne Lane; work was carried out by Rolleston Plant Hire.

12.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD – CHANGING ROOM PROJECT

Members noted the information provided by Mr. Smithyman.  Members agreed to defer this project for one year.  Members agreed to prioritize the drainage project on this field before considering the changing rooms project.  However, members did agree that this project could commence if funding for the drawing could be found.


13.
THE COUNTRYSIDE AGENCY (Clerk’s Report, Item 9)

Members noted the letter from the Countryside Agency.  It was suggested that the following projects could be presented to the Countryside Agency for possible funding: -


The Croft paths


Jinny Nature Trail Interpretation Board


Craythorne Field drainage


Craythorne Field changing rooms


Bus Shelter

The Chairman reported that he had spoken to the Conservation Officer about the progress of the Article 4 Document.  Mr. Edwards, Conservation Officer, had suggested that a consultant could be funded by the Countryside Agency to move this project forward.  He stated that he would be prepared to manage the project.

14.
RODSEC (Clerk’s Report, Item 24)

Members noted the letter from RODSEC thanking the Parish Council for its contribution towards the Special Events Day on 3rd July 2004.

90.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 7th JANUARY 2004 (continued)

15.
THE VILLAGE STORE - CO-OP

Members discussed the letter received from Mr. Rayson, Divisional Engineer at the County Council.  The letter stated that the County Council has received complaints and claims from people tripping on holes or score marks, caused by delivery vehicles reversing over the footway to make deliveries to the village store.  Some repairs have been undertaken to make the site safe, but further extensive repairs may be required. 

Members discussed that the manager at the co-op was prepared to report to the County Council any vehicles that damage the footway.  Members agreed to write to the County Council stating this comment from the co-op manager and support the repair work to the footway.


16.
WELCOME PACKS (Clerk’s Report, Item 28)

Members noted that the Chairman had collated information from other organizations within the village and had now circulated the welcome packs to the new residents at the Westbury Homes development.  The Chairman agreed to bring a Welcome Pack to the next Parish Council meeting so that members can see one.

17.
YOUTH GRANT (Clerk’s Report, Item 10)

Members of the Youth Grant Working Party agreed to meet on Wednesday

14th January at Mr. Winston’s home to discuss the application.  

18.
THE CROFT (Clerk’s Report, Item 36)

Members agreed to allow the Civic Trust the use of The Croft for their annual fund raising Pancake Race.  The races are to be held on Saturday 28th February commencing at 2pm.  

19.
PARISH COUNCIL’S FORUM

The Chairman reported to members on the recent Forum meeting that he and the Clerk attended.  He stated that the present council is more interested in getting involved with Parish Plans.  He also reported that the consultation period on documents from the Borough Council would be extended to a full calendar month. 

20.
LYCH GATE (Clerk’s Report, Item 20)

The Clerk reported that the referees that Mr. Patrick had provided had been investigated and that assurances had been received that Mr. Patrick will make an excellent job of the Lych Gate Panels.

Members agreed to instruct Mr. Patrick to commence as soon as possible with the work to the Lych Gate.


21.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL (Clerk’s Report, Item 16)

Members agreed that a public meeting should now be held to discuss the cycle way on the Jinny Nature Trail.  It was agreed that Monday 22nd March be the date for the meeting.

22.
PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE

Members agreed to support the action taken by the Clerk in the repairs to the computer used by the Parish Council.  A new CD-RW was required at a cost of £104 plus VAT.   


90.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 7th JANUARY 2004 (continued)

23.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


It was resolved that the accounts listed below be paid: -




Name


Cheque Number


Amount


a.
Rolleston Civic Trust

992


£270.00




(Rollestonian)

b.
Rolleston Methodist Chapel
993


£350.00




(Use of Schoolroom 2003)

c.
Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts

994


£435.96




(December’s Salary)

d.
Inland Revenue


995


£24.56




(Dec’03) N.I  £15.16




 
 Tax £9.40

e.
S.C.C



996


£69.60




(pension)   Employer  £43.50




    
    Employee £26.10

f.
Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts

997


£122.20




(Clerk’s Report, Item 22

g.
Mr. P. Gould


998


£925.00




(Dec’ Payment & Hedge removal





        & Brook Clearance)

h.
Rolleston Plant Hire

999


£352.50




(Clerk’s Report, Item11)

i.
DSK



1000


£235.00




(Finger Post repairs)

j.
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust
1001


£21.00




(annual subscription)

k.
Burton Conservation Volunteers
1002


£449.67




(Stiles repaired in May)



l.
Mr. R. Bush


1003


£29.98




(contribution toward internet)

24.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDENS (Clerk’s Report, Item 30)



Members asked for this to be included on this month’s Agenda.

25.
BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION

Members agreed to pass on the information regarding entries for this years Best Kept Village Competition to the Civic Trust.

91.
OTHER MATTERS BROUGHT UP BY MEMBERS

a.
Speed Activated Lights – Members reported that an article in the Burton Mail reported that Barton were to have these signs.

b.
Marston Lane – It was reported that a freezer had been dumped on Marston Lane.  A drain on Marston Lane is blocked.

91.
OTHER MATTERS BROUGHT UP BY MEMBERS ( continued )

c.
Allotment – A request had been received from Mr. Deacon asking could he erect a greenhouse on his allotment.  Members had no objection.

d.
SPCA Executive Committee – nominations are being invited if any members wish to be nominated for this committee.


Owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the Chairman will move that the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.

26.
THE CROFT


Members approved the quotation received from Mr. P. Gould for the supply and labour for three hawthorn trees to be planted in between the existing hawthorn trees at a cost of £85.

CHAIRMAN

