ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON MONDAY 12TH JANUARY 2004

1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a.
PA/26631/003 Erection of a detached dormer bungalow and alterations to existing access, 59 Beacon Road, for Mr & Mrs. Pickering

b.
HO/27396/003 Erection of a single storey link extension and a single storey side/front extension, The Hall Lodge, Hall Grounds, for Mr. Taylor

c.
HO/11766/004 Erection of a double garage to rear, 85 Knowles Hill, for Mr. Ryan

d.
PA/01988/004 AMENDED PLANS & DESCRIPTION Installation of railings on existing front walling at No2 & No 2a, erection of additional section of wall and railings and the installation of gates at the access to No 2a and erection of a replacement wall with railings between No 2 & 2a, The Old Bakehouse 2 & 2a Station Road, for Mr & Mrs. Zamir 
e.
Retention of a rear conservatory, Plot 68, Westbury Field Station Road, for Mr. Joyce

f.
HO/26931/002 Erection of a two storey side extension, 39 Knowles Hill, for 

Mr. Jones

g.
PA/00912/007 Renewal of planning permission dated 23/03/99 for an equine center for the Blue Cross with administration block with 3 bedsits and a flat, stabling, riding school and associated buildings and formation of an access, Equine Centre for the Blue Cross, Sunnymead Farm, Dovecliff Road

At the last meeting members wished for their pervious comment to be submitted to the Planning Department at the Borough Council.  The Planning Officer sent the following reply: -

‘I have considered the Parish Council’s comments on the previous application, but as the application is a renewal (i.e. the previous permission is still live) and there are no changes in circumstances (i.e. on the grounds or in policy terms) that would indicate that the proposal should now be refused contrary to the previous approval, I will be recommending approval.

Is it sufficient that I have taken the Parish Council’s comments into account, as requested, alongside the other factors (e.g. the extant permission etc) in reaching my approval recommendation or are the Parish Council raising an objection that it wishes to be reported to the Planning Applications Committee?’ 

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS


The following applications have been permitted: -


a.
HO/22456/010 Erection of a side conservatory, 19 Station Road, for Mr. Wallis

b.
HO/04015/004 Erection of a rear porch, rear conservatory and a side boundary wall, 14 Brookside, for Mr & Mrs. Starbuck

c.
TN/04151/003 Crown thinning of one cedar by  30%, 4 Church Road, for 

Mrs. Skinner

d.
HO/04195/005 Erection of a part two storey, part first floor and part single storey rear extension, 5 Twentylands, for Mr. Salisbury

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS (continued)

 e.
HO/07595/004 Erection of a single storey rear extension and construction of a pitched roof over the existing flat roof single storey rear extension, 19 Marston Lane, for Mr. Atwal


The following planning applications have been refused: -

a.
PA/16965/008 Erection of a detached dwelling and formation of a new vehicular access from Shotwood Close to serve the existing dwelling, 34 Church Road, for 

Dr. Spencer-Jones

b.
PA/02041/003 Demolition of 29 Beacon Drive, construction of new gable end on the exposed south elevation of 31 Beacon Drive and erection of a replacement detached dwelling on site of 29 Beacon Drive, 29 & 31 Beacon Drive, for Mr. Lawson & 

Mr. Matthews

3.
PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE


Over the recent months it has become apparent that there are times when it would be prudent of the Council to consider planning applications along side a site visit.  One suggested that has been discussed with your Chairman is to form a small sub-committee consisting of one member of the Parish Council and one member from both the VDSG and Civic Trust that could meet up once a month to site visit plans that could be considered controversial.  Not all plans require this attention but occasionally the communication between the three groups may be of benefit to the Council.   Members’ opinions would be welcome on this suggestion.

4.
PARISH PRECEPT


Draft Estimates of expenditure for 2004/05 are enclosed with a supporting statement.    Members are reminded that your Precept requirement should be the amount of the budget requirement for the year and must take all known items of expenditure into consideration.   It should be noted that under Section 50 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, whilst the Parish Council may at any time make substitute budget requirements, except in certain cases, the substitute budget requirements cannot be greater than the previous budget requirement.

5.
TRANSFER OF THE JUSTICES’ LICENCE – SPREAD EAGLE HOTEL


A letter dated 8th December from Freemans Solicitors has been received.  Freemans Solicitors are enquiring whether the Parish Council have any objection to the Justices’ licence for the sale of intoxicating liquor being transferred to Mr. Macmillan.  Mr. Macmillan has been acting as Assistant Manager for the Spread Eagle for the last six months.

6.
QUIET LANES – COUNTY COUNCIL


More information has been received from the County Council regarding the above document.


The Transport Act 2000 gave legal status to the term Quiet Lanes and enables local authorities to designate roads for which they are responsible as Quiet Lanes.


The County Council is currently reviewing policy with regard to the designation of Quiet Lanes.  (Attached is a copy of the draft guidance.)  The draft guidance may change slightly in the coming months but there is enough in the draft to enable the Parish Council to review the roads in its area that are thought to be suitable for consideration.


The main idea being examined at the present time is links that can extend the urban network out into the countryside to give sustainable access without the need to use the motor car.  


Quiet Lanes demonstration projects have been introduced in some parts of the country and the results of the monitoring of conditions before and after their introduction are being assessed.

6.
QUIET LANES – COUNTY COUNCIL (continued)


A copy of the draft guidance was forwarded to the Anslow Lane Residents Association and a copy of their comments are attached.

7.
TRAFFIC CALMING – CHURCH ROAD


A letter has been written to Mr. Harris from the County Council asking for an update with the above project and stating the Parish Council’s comments on the proposed alterations to the traffic calming speed humps on Station Road.  An acknowledgement has been received.

8.
HIGHWAY ISSUES


If members recall a site meeting was requested with Mr. Gee, LTP Liaison Officer at the County Council, to discuss parking issues at the Post Office and traffic measures on Anslow Lane (i.e. road narrowing measures by sharp bend coming from Tutbury).  This meeting was suggested by 

Mr. Walters, Area Manager at the County Council, following the Brookside meeting that was held last October.


A response has been received dated 11th December.  The response is attached for member’s information.

9.
STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - EDUCATION AUTHORITY


A copy of the Village Appraisal Report was sent to the Education Authority.   A response, dated 19th December, has now been received.


The letter states the following: -


‘Split site schools policy

Where possible, the County Council supports the relocation of split site schools onto a single site.  We believe that this is of benefit to pupils and staff.  It can reduce duplication of resources and facilities, is easier to manage and obviously will allow more of the school’s budget to be invested in the pupils and staff rather than on the costs of maintaining separate sites.

Relocation of John of Rolleston Primary School onto a single site

Consolidation of John of Rolleston Primary School is not straightforward as neither building is easy to expand further because of the constraints of the site.  Therefore relocation onto a different site is the most practical way to consolidate the school.

Discussions with Burton College

In 2000, exploratory discussions between the County Council and Burton College were held to consider the possibility of building a new, single-site school on the playing fields of the former Rolleston Campus.

It was a complex matter, involving the development of green field sites and school playing fields, conservation are issues and a significant shortfall in funding for a new school even with the sale of the existing school sites.

The discussions did not result in a firm proposal from the College and discussions ceased in 2001.  The College was contacted this week and I understand that they have no proposals for use of the playing field site at present.

9.
STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - EDUCATION AUTHORITY (continued)

Shared hall/village community center

The Council believes that the provision of shared facilities can be of great benefit to the school and the community.  This also accords with the Government’s wish to extend the use of school buildings to provide more services for the local community.  We would be supportive of the “extended use” of schools and would want to work with partners to agree the management and funding for this type of service.

As your report recognizes, for Rolleston on Dove, a shared hall or village community center would require the building of a new school on a suitable site.

Secondary Schools

The report notes the respondents wish to continue to support de Ferrers Specialist Technology 

College but also to “press for a new secondary school”.

A countywide review of school places was recently started on a district-by-district basis.  The review will consider the provision of primary and secondary school places and, amongst other things, the need for new schools.

The review of East Staffordshire District will be held during 1004/05.  I note your desire to work with the education authority and I can reassure you that the Parish Council will be fully consulted during the review, where options for reorganization are identified.

The Village Appraisal Report and the comprehensive responses to the education section of the questionnaire clearly reflect the importance that education plays in the life of the village.  We share the aspiration of the Parish Council and villagers to support, develop and improve schools, education and services for the community’.

10.
FLOODING


A Flood Warning was issued by the Environment Agency on the afternoon of Boxing Day.  There were no reports that the village was flooded with the exception of partial flooding at the junction of Craythorne Lane and Beacon Road.


It was understood that sand and bags had been delivered to the Brook House Hotel back in October.  However, it has become apparent that this did not happen.  Two more requests have been made to the Borough Council that resulted in a promise from them that the sand and bags should have been delivered three or four days before Christmas.


A response is still awaited from the residents either side of the jitty on Station Road, where the proposed sand bin would be allocated.


An e-mail was received dated 22nd December from Mr. Chinn, Shotwood Close.  Mr. Chinn has reported that the grids on Church Road are blocked.  Mr. Gould has investigated and reported that there are three grids that appeared blocked.  The County Council has been informed.

11.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD – DRAINAGE


A letter has been received dated 3rd November (received 10th December) from D.W. Clark Drainage LTD who met with the Chairman, Mr. Bradley and Clerk back in August.


The report is attached for members’ information.

11.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD – DRAINAGE (continued)

A site meeting was held on Monday 15th December between Mr. Rayson, Divisional Engineer, County Council, Mr. Carr, Assistant Engineer, County Council, Chairman and Clerk.

The meeting had been organized to discuss the ongoing problem of surface water flooding Craythorne Field.  The meeting went well and the problem of water coming off Craythorne Golf Club was explored.  Mr. Rayson has agreed to put a scheme forward to alleviate this problem.  He also examined the ditch that has been recently cleared out by Rolleston Plant Hire.  He did identify one problem with the ditch, a tree root is acting as a dam halfway along the ditch.  Rolleston Plant Hire has been asked to supply a quotation for a pipe to be taken under the tree root to allow easier drainage.

Rolleston Plant Hire has cleared out the ditch from the car park to Meadow View in order to correct the drainage levels.  Members are asked to support the action taken by the Clerk in agreeing the quotation of £300 plus VAT.  The work was completed at the time the machinery was on site to clear the ditches adjacent to Craythorne Lane.

12.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD – CHANGING ROOM PROJECT


A meeting was held on Friday 19th December between Mr. Smithyman, Chairman and Clerk.  Mr. Smithyman is the designer recommended by Stretton Parish Council.


Mr. Smithyman has sent the following comments: -

‘As discussed I have provided below the edited highlights based on the RIBA Plan of Works 1998 for your consideration and agenda.

Production of -
Item A 

Appraisal



Item B

Strategic Briefing



Item C

Outline Proposals

These items will provide you with a report, outline drawing plans and a cost estimate of the proposals and will also include the following details:



Drg1

Opportunities and Constraints plan



Drg2

Options for development 3 No







(Locations, design and layout styles)







  Possibly 3No plans





Cost estimates of the three Options





Presentation of Options to the Parish Council



Drg3

Outline proposals for the chosen Option







Including-
Siting









Access









Services location









Sectional elevations of 

the proposed building

Internal layout

We will produce the above information in a format appropriate to the requirements of the Football Foundation Funding Scheme. 

To produce the above work inclusive of mileage and plotting/printing expenses we would charge  £2,950.00 plus VAT

If the grant application were successful we would then charge between 5-8% of contract value for-
Detail Design


Specifications


Tender Documentation and Actions


Contract administration of an appointed Main Contractor.’

12.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD – CHANGING ROOM PROJECT (continued)

Clerk Report Item 11 and 12.  Members need to consider whether to apply for funding to cover the two projects as one or whether to apply separately.   Following advice from various sources the projects would have better funding success if joined together.  However, this would mean that the drainage on the Field would be delayed.

A response is still awaited from the two football teams regarding details of their training and match days.

13.
THE COUNTRYSIDE AGENCY


A copy of a letter sent to the VDS Group has been received.  The Countryside Agency has had a copy of the Parish Plan.  The letter states that it is part of the Countryside Agency’s work to help Parishes implement the actions from their Parish Plan.  Funding will be available to voluntary led organizations seeking to:

1.
Provide and improve community facilities to act as mechanisms for recreation, sporting achievements, lifelong learning and community involvement. (up to £50k)

2.
Support regionally or nationally significant voluntary sector led regeneration or biodiversity projects to make a significant impact on quality of life in the region. (150k - £500k)

Small Grant Scheme

The Small Grant scheme is to enable groups to quickly access small levels of funding £500- £5000.  Support will be given to projects that foster vibrant communities by improving the environmental, economic or social circumstances of a community.

14.
RODSEC


A letter dated 1st January has been received from RODSEC.  The letter is thanking the Parish Council for its contribution towards the Special Events Day on 3rd July 2004.

15.
THE VILLAGE STORE - CO-OP


A letter dated 17th December has been received from Mr. Rayson, Divisional Engineer at the County Council.  The letter states that the County Council has received complaints and claims from people tripping on holes or score marks, caused by delivery vehicles reversing over the footway to make deliveries to the village store.  Some repairs have been undertaken to make the site safe, but further extensive repairs may be required. Mr. Rayson wishes to seek the views of the Parish Council before commencing with the repairs.  He asks, “are the current arrangements satisfactory, are there any other ways of improving this area?”

16.
WELCOME PACKS


The Chairman has collated information from other organizations within the village and has now circulated the welcome packs to the new residents at the Westbury Homes development.  Could it be suggested that information be given in the next Rollestonian of how and where you can obtain a welcome pack for any new residents who move elsewhere in the village?


E-mail has been received from a new resident from Needwood Avenue thanking the Parish Council for the welcome pack and commenting how friendly the village is and they were impressed to see the number of community activities and clubs in this thriving village. 

17.
YOUTH GRANT


An application form has been returned for the youth grant.  Members of the Youth Grant Working Party may wish to set up a meeting in order to discuss this application.  

18.
THE CROFT


A letter dated 8th December has been received from the Civic Trust.  They are asking permission for the Civic Trust to hold their annual fund raising Pancake Race on the Croft.  They would like to schedule the races for Saturday 28th February commencing at 2pm.  They will require access to the Croft earlier in the day in order to prepare a narrow strip of land.  Preparation involves clearing the route of any debris, mowing a strip of grass, and setting out rope boundaries.


The annual fundraiser is on behalf of St.Mary’s Church.


Mr. Woods, the Tree Officer at the Borough Council, has been to inspect the Ash Tree on the Little Croft next to the Almshouses.  He has concluded that the tree is dangerous and the area would benefit from its removal.  A letter from Mr. Woods is awaited that will confirm this statement.  A further quotation for this work is now being sought.

19.
PARISH COUNCIL’S FORUM


The Chairman and Clerk attended the recent Forum meeting that is held with the Borough Council.  Rolleston Parish Council had two items on the Agenda they were, Rural Planning and Consultation Period.  The Chairman may wish to report on the meeting.

20.
LYCH GATE 


A meeting was held on Wednesday 7th January between Mr. Patrick, Mr. Edwards, Conservation Officer, Chairman and Clerk.  Mr. Patrick discussed in length the method he would use to do the work that is required to the Lych Gate.  Mr. Patrick discussed various methods that could be used to ‘age’ the look of the new oak.  It was suggested that samples of oak could be treated with different methods so that members could decide which effect would be the most sympathetic. 

Every effort will be made to contact the referees that Mr. Patrick has provided in order to proceed with this project following the Parish Council meeting.


The Diocese of Lichfield Office has verbally given a three month extension for the Faculty that is required for the repairs to the Lych Gate.

21.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL


A letter dated 23rd December from the County Council has been received.  The letter states that Sustrans has approached the County Council asking for progress in respect of the proposed cycle route that would be developed from the county boundary to Princess Way.


Mr. Lycett, from the County, is asking for written support from public bodies in order for Sustrans to then try and find potential sources of funding for this project.


Mr. Lycett has sent a copy of a letter from South Derbyshire District Council that supports this project.

22.
PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE


The computer used in the Parish Council Office required a new CD-RW as the Clerk is in the process of transferring all documents onto CD.  This work has been carried out at a cost of £104 plus VAT.   Members are asked to support the action taken by the Clerk.


23.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT



Name



Cheque Number


Amount


a.
Rolleston Civic Trust


992


£270.00



(Rollestonian)

23.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)

b.
Rolleston Methodist Chapel

993


£350.00



(Use of Schoolroom 2003)

c.
Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts


994


£435.96



(December’s Salary)

d.
Inland Revenue



995


£24.56



(Dec’03) N.I  £15.16




 Tax £9.40

e.
S.C.C




996


£69.60



(pension)   Employer  £43.50




    Employee £26.10

f.
Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts


997


£122.20



(Clerk’s Report, Item 22

g.
Mr. P. Gould



998


£925.00



(Dec’ Payment & Hedge removal




& Brook Clearance)

h.
Rolleston Plant Hire


999


£352.50



(Clerk’s Report, Item11)

i.
DSK




1000


£235.00



(Finger Post repairs)

j.
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust

1001


£21.00



(annual subscription)

k.
Burton Conservation Volunteers

1002


£449.67



(Stiles repaired in May)

24.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDENS


Members asked for this to be included on this month’s Agenda.

25.
BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION


Details have been received regarding entries for this years Best Kept Village Competition.  The closing date for entries is 16th February.

Owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the Chairman will move that the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.

