ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 12TH DECEMBER 2011
PRESENT

Mr B. Edwards
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Mr R. Davies






Mr S. Sanderson






Mrs B Toon






Mrs C Warren






Mr J Wyatt






Ms A Johns, Youth Representative





Mrs H. Light, Clerk

One member of the public and County Councillor Fraser were in attendance.
76. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME & PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS

Mr Martin asked if the Parish council intended to make any representations to ESBC about the entry of Rolleston on Dove on the ESBC website.  Mrs Toon was asked to address the matter with the Borough Council.
77. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr A Fitton and Mrs S Redgrave.
78. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

79. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14TH NOVEMBER 2011
The minutes of the meeting held on 14TH November were signed as a true record.

80. MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 28th NOVEMBER 2011

The minutes of the meeting held on 28TH November were signed as a true record subject to the following amendment:-
Item 4, paragraph 2: Should have read Mr Toon proposed.
81.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Councillor Fraser joined the meeting at 8.15pm.

Mr Fraser advised that he was pleased about the new job additions for Staffordshire and added that a large amount of work was currently being undertaken at Whittington Barracks and although not in Staffordshire, several hundred new jobs were being created at Nestle.  Mr Fraser added that more had been done in the past 28 months than in the last 28 years of the previous administration.

Proposed Development, off Harehedge Lane, Tutbury Road, Rolleston Road.  Mr Fraser was asked the following questions on the proposed development:-

Do you consider it is acceptable that the notification we have received about the proposed new school and housing estate is via the local press?  He replied that no he did not feel that it was acceptable and that he understood that the clerk had received a letter from Councillor Staples apologising for the oversight.  Some discussion took place on receipt of the letter which had been received via email, titled “Restricted access”.  Mr Fraser replied that he understood that it was restricted to the addressee and that disclosure of the contents of the letter could affect negotiations.
Do you consider the period of consultation 18th November to 9th December is adequate?  Councillor Fraser replied that the period of consultation was dictated by the County Council, and that they have to do things quickly.
Mr Sanderson asked if there had been a lack of forward thinking on behalf of SCC and Councillor Fraser replied yes, and that he feels like the loss of Castle Park was ridiculous, but that the builders were now on site and nothing could be done about it.  He added that the decision to close Castle Park was made by the previous administration.  Mr Sanderson replied that premises were owned by SCC.  Mr Edwards added that the figures seen in May for the new school consultation were the same figures used to close Castle Park.  Mr Morris asked why the decision to close Castle Park could not have been changed.  Councillor Fraser replied that the decision was too far down the line.  Mr Morris replied to ask why the site could not be used to which Councillor Fraser replied that the site was not big enough.  
81.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR (continued)
Mr Sanderson suggested that there was plenty of County Council land at the back of Castle Park and the bottom of Outwoods playing field.  Councillor Fraser replied that he was not aware of the boundaries of the land.  Mr Sanderson advised that he attended the meeting and his understanding is that the numbers of children are not within this area and that new buildings on the site will accommodate only third of the intake, with two thirds of school population being brought in by vehicles.  He added that the existing schools have capacity to take numbers that are being created in this area and that there were plenty of Brownfield sites close to the Town Centre.  He suggested the school was being planned in a totally incorrect place.  Mr Sanderson suggested that the County Council could overrule any decision made by the Borough Councillor.  Councillor Fraser replied that they could not overrule a decision on houses, but could on schools.
Mr Edwards asked why there couldn’t be a two class intake on the Belvedere land and advised that Tim Fletcher of Burton Mail told me that he has been advised that should SCC be successful in obtaining the site they are after between Belvedere Road and Horniglow Road North they will build a new single class entry school on both that site and the Tutbury Road site. Why is this?  Councillor Fraser replied that no decision had been made yet and that the County Council agreed that if they did use farmland, then they would make more farmland available within the County.  Mr Wyatt asked Councillor Fraser if he felt the development was right, to which he replied he had to live by Cabinet decisions.  Mr Edwards asked Councillor Fraser if he was aware that the proposed development was against Borough Council policy to which he replied he was sure that this would be considered.  Mr Edwards asked Councillor Fraser how long the scheme had been under consideration, to which he replied two to three months.  Mr Edwards asked how he could find accurately when the site first come under consideration.  Councillor Fraser suggested that he could ask either SCC or Councillor Staples. 

Councillor Fraser was asked if he was in favour of the proposals to which he replied no.  He was then asked if he would vote against the development to which he replied he may not be able to vote as it will be a cabinet decision.  Mr Edwards emphasised that the Parish Council wanted him to fight on their behalf.  Councillor Fraser replied that he was trying to represent all the Parish Councils in the area.  Mr Sanderson asked Councillor Fraser where he would be fighting the proposals to which he replied that he was on the scrutiny panel and he shared office space with other members, including Councillor Staples.  Councillor Fraser added that the farmer had accepted his compensation.  Mr Morris asked why we were still being consulted if the farmer had been compensated as it was a done deal.  Mr Edwards asked Councillor Fraser what the Parish Council should be doing, he replied to make their objections known and liaise with the other Parish Councils.
Mr Sanderson advised that the talk was of two new primary schools being built in the wrong location, and asked what provision is there for secondary school places, asking if there was capacity at De Ferrers.  Councillor Fraser replied that there was a big problem with De Ferrers, although other schools in the area had capacity.  

Councillor Fraser left the meeting.

82.
REPORT OF BOROUGH COUNCILLOR

Mrs Toon advised that Mary from SCC Highways had advised that they would be repairing the pot holes on Marston Lane and had added the pavement on Marston Lane to their plan for resurfacing.
The Spinney Church Road: Mrs Toon advised that ESBC were looking into the permission.  The clerk advise that Mr Rayson had advised that SCC Highways permission had been given during the resurfacing works to Church Road.  It was agreed to write to Mr Rayson and ask if the person that had given permission was authorised to do so and ask if any consideration was given to the fact that it is within the Conservation Area.  It was agreed that a response should be asked for within 30 days.

83.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 14TH NOVEMBER 2011
Mr Edwards supplied a full report on the response to the items raised by ROSPA on the playground inspections.  A copy of the report will be held on file for future reference.
Mr Wyatt advised that the co-operative were prepared to supply some tyres and asked how many the Parish Council required and asked when people could get together to install them.  He added that he had requested 16” tyres. It was agreed to initially ask for six so that the proposal could be trialled.

Jinny Trail Steps;  The clerk advised that she had written to Richard Collins, Rights of Way officer, but that the email had bounced back so she had now written directly to rights of way.


It was noted that Staffordshire wildlife still needed to be contacted.

84.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 28TH NOVEMBER 2011

The clerk advised that the leaflet had been produced and issued as agreed and that she had been copied into 32 objection letters sent to First City as well as being made aware of many more people that had objected directly to SCC.  She advised that she had made copies of the objection letters and that she had sent copies of them to Councillor Staples, Councillor Toon, County Councillor Fraser, and Ms C Farrer, Planning Officer, ESBC.  Members were also advised of the e-petition that could be signed on SCC website.
85.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 5TH DECEMBER 2011:- 

1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Members commented on the following applications:-
P/2011/01423/CLF Reserved matters application for the erection of three dwellings including details of landscaping, 

15 Burnside.

Members had no objections to this application.

P/2011/01448/JPM Crown thinning of one Hawthorn tree by 10% and raising of lower branches to give 3metres clearance above the highway, The Woodlands, Anslow Lane.

Members had no objections to this application.

P/2011/01411/CLF Erection of a detached double garage, 222 Station Road.

Members had no objections to this application.

2. PLANNING DECISIONS, ENFORCEMENTS, CONCERNS
Members noted details of the planning decisions from the clerks report.  The clerk advised that the following comments had been put forward by the Planning Officer in response to the Parish Councils objections to P/2011/01214/CLF, 
17 Shotwood Close:- (Clerks Report, Item 2)
“The proposal does not include conversion of the front part of the garage to living accommodation such that it will have to remain as storage space.  This could be accessed from the converted rear part if the up and over door will no longer open.  Whether it will or not open is not known.  As mentioned above, an informative can highlight that the permission does not give permission to convert the front part of the garage nor to alter its front elevation.  The access part to the right of the dwelling will remain.  This will allow bins to be moved between the front and rear garden.  The conversion of part of the garage will prevent it from being used for the parking of cars but two spaces will remain on the drive”.

It was agreed that the Parish council should write and advise that they object to the planning decision and ask why the original conditions were over ruled.

The clerk advised that the following applications had also been approved:-
P/2011/00849/JI Erection of first floor front extension including a dormer extension, side and rear extensions to living accommodation and a detached double garage and garden store, 35 Burnside.

P/2011/01077/JI Reduction of new growth to walnut and oak by 10% (TPO 24), Hilltop, South Hill.

P/2011/01237/JI Felling of four leylandi trees, one Rowan tree and one Goat Willow tree, Owl House, 3A Church Road.

P/2011/01253/CLF Installation of solar panels on flat roof of existing detached garage, Rosemount, 28 Church Road.

P/2011/01256/CLF Erection of a single storey side and rear extension and a single storey front extension, 45 The Lawns.

P/2011/01251/CLF Erection of a single storey rear extension, 31 Beacon Road.

P/2011/01267/CLF Erection of a pitched roof over existing flat roof on south and west elevations and alterations to windows and some replacement brickwork, Faversham House, South Hill.

P/2011/01274/CLF Erection of part single storey, part two storey rear extension (amended scheme) Kavanagh House, 56 Beacon Road.

P/2011/01323/CLF Felling of 2 ornamental cherry trees, 18 Church Road.

3. PARISH PRECEPT REQUIREMENTS 2012/2013

Mrs Toon proposed, Mr Edwards seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the precept should be kept at £43,450.00 for the 2012/2013 financial year.
4. LETTER FROM MR DIFFEY – RE COLLEGE FIELD

It was agreed to invite Mr Diffey to a meeting to present his proposals to the Parish Council and Neighbourhood Development Steering Group on Monday 16th January, 2012, commencing 7.30pm, 

Old Grammar School Rooms.
5. RECREATIONAL


Tafflands/Police: Mr Edwards advised of the contact that he and the clerk had had with PC Hall, who had suggested that there was trouble at Tafflands every Friday and Saturday evening and that he regularly confiscated alcohol from underage drinkers.  It was agreed that this was not the picture that the Parish Council had of Tafflands and agreed to contact Inspector Dan Ison and ask for a meeting so that a true picture could be obtained.

Elizabeth Avenue Shelter: It was agreed to contact JOR School to see if they would like to take on the shelter and if not, work the way out to other local schools.
6. DIAMOND JUBILEE LEGACY (Clerks Report, Item 3)
It was agreed to investigate the feasibility and cost of installing an electrical supply on Spread Eagle Island. 
7. COMMUNITY CARBON CHALLENGE

Mr Wyatt gave an overview of the Community Carbon challenge meeting that he had attended in September and advised that sustainability was all about lower energy consumption.  Mr Wyatt proposed that the Parish Council visit the exemplar house in Burton.  It was agreed to arrange an appointment for members to view the exemplar property in February.
8. BROOK HOLLOWS

Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report.
9. RWE NPOWER – PROPOSED GAS PIPELINE

Members noted the details of the report produced by Mr Chinn following his and Mr Toon’s attendance at the Parish Councils presentation evening.  Mr Chinn advised that there was talk of some of the footpaths being closed during the proposed works, but that he understood that the farmer would like the paths diverting rather than closing during the proposed works.

10. SPREAD EAGLE ISLAND (Clerks Report, Item 4)
It was agreed that the maintenance schedule for the Spread Eagle Island should be incorporated into the mowing officer’s contract.  Mrs Warren advised that the general consensus was that the rockery should stay but be rebuilt and that they were waiting to meet with Mr Vernon with regards to the proposed removal of some of the trees and bushes.
11. SEMI RURAL NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM (Clerks Report, Item 16)
Mr Edwards made a report on the recent Neighbourhood Forum meeting.  A copy of the full report will be kept in the minute book for future reference.  It was agreed to invite Mr Kennedy, Chairman Neighbourhood Forum and Andy Mason, ESBC to a future Parish Council meeting.
12. NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (Clerks Report, Item 5)
Mr Morris reported that things were moving forwards and advised that they would like to invite Chris Bowden to come again in the New Year.  Mr Morris asked that the Parish Council consider underwriting a sum of money for the group, and that he was still hopeful that the grant application would be successful.  Mr Davies proposed, it was seconded and unanimously agreed that £2,000 be allocated to the Neighbourhood Development Fund.

13. ROLLESTON ALLOTMENTS

Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report.

14. ALLIANCE OF PARISH COUNCILS

Mr Edwards advised that the Alliance have now submitted their views on the “Draft Core Strategy Options” highlighting their 4 main areas of concern to ESBC and the Ward Councillors of all five strategic villages.  These concerns:-

14. ALLIANCE OF PARISH COUNCILS (continued)
· Derivation of housing requirements over the plan period, 

· Contribution of the rural areas in general and the strategic villages in particular, 

· The need for a definition of what “sustainable development” means for East Staffordshire, 

· The emphasis on a need for a 5 year supply and the implications for how this is being used in relation to current planning applications.

Mr Edwards added that the Alliance is now hoping for the Ward Councillors to support the Alliance’s aim when the next stage of the Core Strategy is discussed in Council and to meet with Richard Grosvenor, Andy O’Brien, Robert Hardwick and Philip Somerfield once they have had chance to study the paper.  Mr Edwards advised that a copy of the Alliance’s paper could be obtained from either himself or the clerk.

15. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Mrs Warren reported that there was a loose paving stone on the Spread Eagle Bus Shelter that needed re setting.  It was agreed to ask Mr Deacon to do this as soon as possible.

Mr Chinn advised that he had been notified of an accident involving a cyclist on Beacon Road and that there was a lot of mud on the road.  He advised that the complainant was dealing directly with SCC.

Mr Sanderson suggested that due to the upkeep required, an alternative to primroses should be considered when the planters are next planted.
Mr Wyatt advised that the Village Green sign had not yet been organised.  The clerk advised that she would contact Bretby Signs for a quotation.

Mr Davies advised that the speed humps outside 14 Station Road, appear to be too high.

Mr Toon advised that the hedges on Craythorne lane were very overgrown and that he had received a complaint about Yates’s hedge on Elizabeth Avenue.

Mr Toon advised that he had received a complaint about an increase in dog fouling and that he and Mrs Toon had witness a lady letting her dog do its business on someone’s lawn.

It was agreed to recover the Station Road sign from Rev Whitehead.

Jinny Nature Trail, illegal access:  Mr Edwards advised that he had been contacted by Mr Deacon advising that some people were working on the Jinny Trail who had forced their way in.  Mr Edwards went straight to the trail where he met two men reducing the height of some poplars in the rear garden of a house on South Hill.  The had gained access by removing the staples that fixed the chain to the wooden gate post, bent the keeper plate by the top hinge and lifted the gate off its hinges.  Mr Edwards advised that he told them that they had no right to be on the trail, but that since the damage had already been done, they could complete their work providing that the damage was repaired and they contacted Mr Edwards before they left site.  They did contact Mr Edwards and he went back to check that everything was okay.  Mr Edwards raised concern about how secure the gates are and what the Parish Council could do to improve security.  
Jinny Trail, Radar gate: Mr Edwards advised that the representatives at the Jinny Trail meeting, held with Stretton Parish Council, had agreed to consider secure wheelchair access at the Rolleston end of the trail.  It was agreed that a hedge should be planted at the end of the wall, down from where there is restricted height access of approx. 4 feet.  It was agreed to ask Mr Gould to undertake the planting.
Mr Edwards reported that he had noticed that a farmer is attempting to close an unofficial footpath.  He advised that some noticed had been installed stating “No Footpath” to prevent people following a route that they have walked for decades.  Mr Edwards added that he had personally walked the route several times a year, without challenge for over 40 years.  Mr Edwards asked that the situation be monitored to see if anyone is actually prevented from walking the unofficial footpath between footpath 4 and 5.
16. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

Members resolved that the following accounts should be paid:-

Mrs H Light


2275

£648.96

(Salary)

HM Revenue


2276

£26.42

(TAX &NI)

Mrs H Light


2277

£34.00

(Telephone & Internet)

Mr P Gould


2278

£881.83

(Mowing contract)

Navigus Planning LTD

2279

£300.00

(Presentation to NHD Steering Group)

ESBC



2280

£101.13

(Uncontested election costs)

B&S Chains


2281

£140.35

(2 x zip wire seats)

Mr J Deacon


2282

£421.99

(Environmental contract)

Mr J Deacon


2283

£216.00

(Play areas contract)

Rainbow Waste

2284

£145.80

(Bin Emptying)

St Marys Church

2285

£550.00

(Room donation Apr-Dec)

Mrs M Thorp


2286

£150.00

(NHD Group Secretary)

Citrus Office Solutions

2287

£68.22
(Stationery)

Mr Chinn and Mrs Warren signed the corresponding cheques and invoices.

16. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
Letter from Mrs Martin, Thanking the Parish Council for taking part in the Advent Festival which raised £2,700 for church funds.
Mr Edwards advised that he had received a letter from Hallam Land Management, a copy of which had been circulated to members.

17. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

There were no items raised to be added to the next agenda.
18. UNRESOLVED MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report.
19. PROPOSAL FROM MR & MRS LINDSEY

It was agreed that members had no objections to the proposed development of the existing barn into a dwelling or for a parcel of land to be given to Rolleston Cricket Club.

Mr Toon proposed, Mr Morris seconded and it was unanimously agreed that members were against the proposed development of affordable homes on Dovecliff Road.
CHAIRMAN
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