ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 24th OCTOBER 2011 BETWEEN ROLLESTON & STRETTON PARISH COUNCILS
PRESENT

Mr B. Edwards, Rolleston
Mr A Fitton, Rolleston





Mrs B. Toon, Rolleston





Mr J. Toon, Rolleston





Mr B. Chinn, Rolleston





Mrs C. Warren, Rolleston





Mr R. Davies, Rolleston





Mr J. Wyatt, Rolleston






Mr D Enyon, Stretton

Mr S. Reed, Stretton






Ms V. Atkin, Stretton






Mr J. McKinnon, Stretton






Ms L. Winson, Stretton






Mr S. Tilley, Stretton






Mrs H. Light, Clerk

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Mr J. Morris.
2. TO DISCUSS DISABLED ACCESS AT BOUNDARY GATE
Stretton Parish Council advised that they had evidence of motorcycles using the trail.  It was agreed in principle that if Rolleston Parish Council were willing to install a proper radar gate at the access to the trail, then the central gate could either come out or be left unlocked.  It was agreed that Rolleston Parish Council would add the item to their next Parish Council agenda. 
3. TO DISCUSS A  JOINT APPROACH TO GENERAL MAINTENANCE AND INFORMATION AFFECTING BOTH PARISHES
Mr Edwards advised that he had walked the trail over the weekend and was pleasantly surprised by the trail and how well kept it appeared.  Mr Enyon replied that he had done the same and was disappointed by the Stretton end, especially the amount of litter that was at that end of the trail.  Discussion took place around the amount of dead trees on the trail and what, if any proportion of dead trees should be left for habitat and wildlife.  Stretton advised that they use Lawrence Oates as and when required.  The meeting was advised that there used to be lots of wild flowers at the Rolleston end and it was suggested that if pockets of areas were cleared, then it could allow them to grow through.  Mr Enyon suggested that someone professional should be brought in to give advice  and suggested Lawrence Oates as Stretton were currently considering using him for advice on a cycle trail that they had recently had passed over to them.  Mr Fitton proposed that the advice of Staffordshire Wildlife should also be sought with both parties being asked to draw up maintenance plan/some guidelines.
It was agreed that an information board at each end of the trail could be considered.  
It was suggested that some bird boxes and bat boxes should be installed.  Mr Toon also advised the meeting of hessian bags that could be filled with shrubbery and staked to the banks.
4. TO DISCUSS A JOINT APPROACH TO RECONSTRUCTING THE STEPS

It was discussed if the parishes would be willing to undertake a joint project to reconstructing the steps as SCC had advised that they didn’t have the resources to do so.  The steps on the trail were discussed and it was agreed that SCC should be asked if they have carried out a risk assessment on them and ask if they are happy with them as they are ultimately responsible for them.  Concern was raised that if the PC undertook the works, that SCC would then relinquish the responsibility of them to the Parish Councils.  It was agreed that the respective County Councillors should be asked to help and state that both Stretton and Rolleston Parish Councils would like to see improvements to the steps.

5. TO DISCUSS A COMMON APPROACH TO RECORDING VANDALISM/ASB
It was agreed that if there were any incidents in either side of the Trail that they should be reported to the respective Parish Councils.
6. DATE, TIME & VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on Monday 23rd January, commencing 7.30pm, Priory Centre, Stretton.
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