ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON

MONDAY 13TH DECEMBER 2010
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

A planning Applications committee meeting was held on Monday 22nd November 2010 and comments were submitted on the following applications:-

P/2010/01199/CEH, 55 Knowles Hill, Rolleston on Dove

 

Members of Rolleston on Dove Parish Council object to the above application.  The proposed garage is not large enough to allow a car to be parked in the garage and exited from, therefore the proposal results in a loss of car parking.

 

The proposed extension unbalances the existing properties.

P/2010/01346/JI Dovelands, Anslow Lane 

 

Members of Rolleston on Dove Parish Council have no objections to the above application.

P/2010/01385/JI, East Lodge, 9 Church Road, Rolleston on Dove

 
Members of Rolleston on Dove Parish Council have no objections to the above application

P/2010/01401/CEH Felling of one cherry tree, The Old Hall, Hall Grounds.

Members of Rolleston on Dove Parish Council have no objections to the above application

The following applications have been received and require comment:-
P/2010/01402/CEH Erection of a single storey rear extension, 33 Knowles Hill.

P/2010/01421/CEH Application under Section 73 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 to develop land by the erection of an agricultural workers dwelling without complying with condition 2 of outline planning permission OU/19427/01 dated 13/08/90 relating to the occupation of the dwelling, Cliff House Farm, Dovecliff Road, Stretton

2. PLANNING DECISIONS 
The following applications have been permitted:-

P/2010/01047/CEH Raising of ridge height of existing double garage, 107 Knowles Hill.

P/2010/0105/CEH Internal and external alterations including the erection of a single storey rear extension, Linden Lea, Chapel Lane.

P/2010/00995/CEH Erection of a single storey rear extension and a detached garage, Linden Lea, Chapel Lane.

P/2010/01144/JI Erection of part two storey, part single storey side and front extensions, 24 Beacon Drive.

P/2010/01192/CEH Crown raising and thinning by 20% of one beech tree (T418 of TPO 1), Oakwood, Tutbury Road Rural.

The following application has been refused:-

P/2010/01181/JPM Outline application for the erection of a farm workers dwelling including details of access and layout, Home Farm Buildings, Church Road.

3. SCC – VARIOUS
SCC Community Focus for Ice Busters:  Correspondence dated 10th November was sent to Mr. Maryon, SCC advising that the Parish Council would be most interested in receiving further information on his proposed scheme.  Mr. Fraser was also copied into the correspondence.
3. SCC – VARIOUS (continued)
Additional Grit Bins:  The following email was received from Sam Griffiths, Community Highways Liaison Officer, SCC on 24th November 2010:-
 “Following your recent request for additional grit bins at various locations in Rolleston on Dove, I have carried out assessments and have agreed to supply new bins at the following locations:-1 - The Lawns, junction Burnside, 2 - Marston Lane, junction Church Road, 3 - Shotwood Close, junction Church Road, 4 - School Lane, opposite junction Chapel Lane”  I can not promise when the bins will be delivered but will try and get it done as soon as possible, hopefully within the next few weeks.  I have also been asked to discuss with you the issue of health and safety and any legal implications for members of public putting the salt down onto the highway. I would like to advise that residents would only put themselves at possible risk of litigation if they act negligently, for example pouring hot water on paths which will refreeze.  You may find the following link helpful for clarification on this matter: - http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Nl1/Newsroom/DG_191868
The clerk was contacted by a resident of South Hill to request a grit bin at the bottom of South Hill.  The clerk forwarded the request to CLARENCE for consideration by SCC.

The following correspondence was received from Mr. Rayson, Community Highways Liaison Manager on 2nd December 2010:-
I apologise for my delay in responding to your issues raised. I would comment thus to your points raised:-

 Traffic Regulation Orders:  According to our records we currently have one outstanding traffic regulation order that has been prioritised by the parking board, this is: - E1/13/020 Station Road Rolleston, (Chapel Lane to Burnside), Extend Parking Restrictions.
 This has been prioritised for 2014/15, but ESBC have recently allocated additional funds to escalate this programme over the next 12 months. Traffic regulation orders need to be undertaken by SCC, it is not something that can be done by the parish or outside contractors, although we will consult with the parish on any proposals.

 Marston Lane passing points: A works instruction has been issued for this as a priority 4. However, in the current climate it is unlikely this work will be prioritised this financial year.

 Church Road Resurfacing: This forms a scheme within our five year capital programme. I believe this is to be undertaken next financial year. However a final decision on next years programme will be made by January 2011 as it is likely that some schemes may need to slip due to budgetary pressures.

 Brookside Setts: This was issued as a priority 4 and I believed this had been completed. However it seems not. I will chase my contractor to get these replaced as soon as possible.

 Brookside Bridge, missing brick:  I will arrange for this to be done at the next visit of the NHT gang.
 Knowles Hill speeding issue:  The CC does not believe there is a speeding issue. I have however asked Rebecca Lees from ESBC to co ordinate a CC/Police/parish meeting to discuss your concerns.

 Parking, pull in area opposite shops: Could I ask you raise this matter with Councillor Bob Fraser so that he can then raise it as an item at his Divisional Highways programme meeting, which is likely to be held in February?

 Grit Bins:  All grit bins were filled at the beginning of the winter season and are currently being refilled during the current period of bad weather. I have asked for an assessment of the lawns bridge area to be done. However I doubt it would meet the criteria given that Burnside is on a gritting route and it would be expected that some travelling of the salt would be done as vehicles turn off Burnside into the Lawns.

 Safer Routes to School Crossing, Beacon Road:   I will speak with my road safety team on this.

Short Cut from Station Road to Chapel Lane: - We did endeavour to ask adjacent landowners to cut their hedges, but it appears to no avail. I will now ask my highway inspector to carry out one last enquiry and then we will cut this hedge back ourselves when resources are available
4. ENVIRONMENT AGENCY – IMPROVED FLOOD WARNING SERVICE

Notification has been received from the Environment Agency of changes to the flood warning service.  A copy of the information is attached for information and a copy of the information has been added to the village website and a link to the information has been added to the Parish Councils facebook page.

5. BURNSIDE WILLOW TREES
An assessment has been carried out on the Willow Trees along Burnside by Dave Butler, CW Services who carried out the recent tree works on The Croft and the recent emergency works to the Willow Tree along Burnside. Mr. Butler was accompanied on the site visit by Peter Eastaugh, Tree Officer, ESBC.  A quotation for the proposed works is in part 2 of the clerks report.

6. STORAGE OF PARISH COUNCIL RECORDS

Storage of Parish Council Minute Books and Records is available to the Parish Council at the Staffordshire Record Office, SCC.  The clerk has contacted them with regards to the possibility of them storing the Parish Council records and the following information has been received:-
“We hold here the records of very many parish councils and predecessor councils – certainly about one hundred separate councils. We will be pleased to take your here as well. These would be held on deposit, or indefinite loan, which means that the council retains ownership.   In addition to the records you mention below, you may wish to check to see if you have other records as well. What we also look out for are, formal accounts, councillors’ declarations, and basically anything else of particular local significance. This might include maps, and will certainly include correspondence files on key local topics, such as a significant planning matter, or local campaign such as the closure of a school, major traffic problems, etc. What we would prefer to have weeded out is the day-to-day correspondence about small universal problems (i.e. not specific to any local area), and we also have a policy of not taking in any copies of planning applications, because such papers are properly kept by the local district authority. We also do not take in ephemeral financial records such as receipts, invoices, cheque counterfoils etc, as these only need to be retained for 7 years for audit purposes under financial regulations”.

7. PRECEPT REQUIREMENTS & COUNCIL TAX BASE FOR 2011/2012
The following information has been received from ESBC:- 

“As in previous years, I am writing to advise you that I have calculated next year’s Council Tax base for the parish of Rolleston on Dove.  Subject to the Cabinet Meeting on 10th January, 2011 to approve the calculation, the tax base will be 1,363.19.   This means that if the parish council wishes to raise £1,000 by way of a precept next year; this would result in a charge of £0.73 for a band D property”.

Notification has been received from ESBC that they require details of the Parish Councils Precept Requirements for the 2011/2012 financial year by 14th January 2011.  Members are asked to take a formal vote as to if they wish for the precept to remain at £43,450 for the ensuing year or for an increase to be made.

8. LANDSCAPING SCHEME, LAND ADJACENT SPREAD EAGLE ISLAND

Following the last Parish Council meeting, the clerk contacted the agreed contractor with regards to the proposed materials and for a specification of the works to be carried out.  A query was raised as to if the scheme had to be DDA compliant.  As a result the clerk contacted ESBC for advice on the matter and a site meeting was held with Mrs. Harrison, Access Officer on Wednesday 24th November where the following information was obtained:-

· ESBC could not sue the PC for non compliance with the DDA but because we are using public money anyone who has contributed to that money i.e. a rate payer could sue.
 

· The Act states that 1.5 metre wide paths are the optimum but 1.2m wide is acceptable
 

· If we submit our revised plan to her, provided she is happy with it, she will approve it meaning her professional indemnity will cover any litigation.
 

· It is not acceptable for a wheelchair to have to put a wheel on grass as they wheel may pick up some mud, or worse, which could then be transferred to the user's hands or clothing.
 

· If the Parish Council does nothing to the existing paths they do not have to comply with the DDA.
8. LANDSCAPING SCHEME, LAND ADJACENT SPREAD EAGLE ISLAND (continued)
 

· If the Parish Council repaired the existing then it must comply with the DDA
At the end of the meeting a revised scheme was suggested and as a result Mr. Edwards has drawn a revised plan based on this.  As the revised plan involved significant changes to the original scheme, the clerk has sought a revised quotation.  Attached is a copy of the revised plan along with the revised quotation which will need to be considered by the Parish Council.
9. SHOTWOOD CLOSE OPEN SPACE 

The following correspondence has been received from Mr. Sheratt, Building Control, ESBC:-

“If you could ask the PC if, subject to the outstanding issues being cleared, they will be happy to proceed with taking over the open space I’ll chase up the relevant people and following this Planning will be able to deal with the legal side to get everything finally resolved”.
10. DOUBLE YELLOW LINES OUTSIDE ROLLESTON CLUB

Mr. Toon has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

11. FLYPOSTING

Mr. Morris has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

12.  RECREATIONAL SUB COMMITTEE MEETING – MEADOW VIEW PLAY AREA
Members discussed the proposal of installing a table football unit and/or concrete table tennis table at Meadow View Play area.  The overall consensus was that Meadow View Play Area would not be a suitable location for the units which could attract vandalism and anti social behaviour.  Concern was also raised about the cost involved in installing new equipment.

The agreement was to propose to the full parish council meeting to investigate the possibility of replacing the swing set and either replacing or refurbishing the existing climbing frame.  It was also agreed to look at the possibility of replacing the existing safety surfacing with the same matting that is installed on Tafflands play area.   The site meeting was attended by Mrs. Toon, Mr. Toon, Mr. Edwards and the clerk and the following suggestions were made with regards to improving the area:-

The existing swing frame should be repainted, the existing swing seats and chains should be replaced, the existing climbing frame should be overhauled, cleaned and painted, and a pair of parallel bars should be added. The fencing around the area should be painted multi colours similar to Elizabeth Avenue.  The existing safety surfaces were found to be in good condition
Quotations for some of the proposed works are in part 2 of the clerks report.

13. ANNUAL PLAY SAFETY INSPECTION - TAFFLANDS

A copy of the Play Area Safety Inspection Report for Tafflands has now been received and reviewed by the Clerk.  Only one item has been highlighted of which the Parish Council is already aware as the issue was raised when the post installation inspection was completed: - Swings, EN 1176 Compliance, The item fails to meet the requirements of EN 1176 in the following respects: - The distance between the seat side and the support is insufficient.  Low Risk

Should anyone wish to view a copy of the full report then please ask the clerk.

14. BROOK HOLLOWS

Mr. Badcock will be invited to make a report, following the meeting held with ESBC on Friday 12th November.

15. FUNDING FOR PARISH ROOM

The clerk will provide an update on this item at the meeting.
16. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Members will be invited to make a short report on any items that they have either dealt with or been approached with regards to since the last meeting.  
17. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
A.
Mrs. H. Light


2093

£602.17


(Clerks Salary)
B.
HM Revenue & Customs

2094

£33.73
(Clerk NI & Tax)
C.
Mrs. H. Light


2095

£31.27




(Telephone & Internet)
D.
Mr. P. Gould


2096

£833.33
(Mowing)
E.
Mr. J. Deacon


2097

£220.31
(Play Area Contracts)
F.
Mr. J. Deacon


2098

£391.66

(Environmental Contract)
G.
Rainbow Waste


2099

TBC

(Bin Emptying)

H.
Mr. David Butler


2100

£285.00

(The Croft, Tree Works)

I. CAD Shelters


2101

£235.00

(Replacement roof panel)

J.
PlaySafety Limited


2102

£95.18


(Annual Inspection – Tafflands)

K.
Petty Cash


2103

£81.15
L.
Mr. P. A. Martin


2104

£120.00


(Village Christmas tree)

M.
Mr. J. Deacon


2105

£35.25


(2 hrs labour to replace panel E.Ave Shelter)

18. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
Note from the Royal British Legion thanking the Parish Council for its support, advising that they have raised over £5,000.

Copies of Staffordshire Wildlife Magazines

19. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Members will be invited to submit items for the next agenda.

The chairman will move that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press should be excluded from the meeting.
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