ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON

MONDAY 12TH JULY 2010
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been received and require comment:-
P/2010/00808/MB Erection of a front porch and single storey side extension, Laburnum Cottage, 7 Bladons Yard.

P/2010/00697/JI Erection of a single storey side extension to include raising height of existing garage to form kitchen/diner, 7 Fairfield Avenue.

P/2010/00837/JPM Erection of three pairs of semi detached dwellings, 2 detached dwellings and associated accesses, garaging and car parking (Amended Scheme – Increase in footprint of plot 8), Site of former Highfield Motor Co, Beacon Road.

2. PLANNING DECISIONS 
The following applications have been permitted:-
P/2010/00537/JI Erection of a rear conservatory, 21 Ealand Street.

P/2010/00494/MB Continued display of 2 externally illuminated signs, 1 externally illuminated hanging sign and 5 non illuminated signs, Spread Eagle Hotel.

P/2010/00493/MB Continued display of 2 externally illuminated signs, 1 externally illuminated hanging sign and 5 non illuminated signs, Spread Eagle Hotel.

The following applications have been refused:-
P/2010/00502/MB Replacement of timber framework and cladding, 2 Marston Lane.

P/2010/00515/JI Erection of a two storey rear extension, alterations to windows on the front elevation and erection of gates, Lodge Cottage, 2 Brookside.

P/2010/00517/JI Demolition of existing rear extension to facilitate the erection of a two storey rear extension, alteration to windows on the front elevation and erection of gates, 2 Lodge Cottage, 2 Brookside.

3. LANDSCAPING SCHEME, LAND ADJACENT SPREAD EAGLE ISLAND  
An application form for a grant has been submitted to Mr. Fraser for £1,500.00.  An application form for a grant has also been submitted to ESBC for £2,000.00.  An application form has been received for the Staffordshire Environmental Fund Grant should either of the other two applications be unsuccessful.
4. OUTDOOR VARIOUS
Almshouse Trees:  The following email has been received for information from Mr. Martin on behalf of the Almshouse Trustees:-

“A large ash tree inside the Almshouses boundary has been shedding branches.  I have consulted Robert Kennedy of Midland Tree Surgeons. He recommends some trimming of horizontal branches and also removal of the dead ivy that was cut at the base of the tree during the last operations.  It is also time for the periodic trimming of the almshouses beech trees which are overhanging the building and beginning to brush the bedroom windows.”  

4. OUTDOOR VARIOUS (continued)
Almshouse Trees:  (continued)

“Robert will be putting in a planning application for these works on our behalf.  He will also send a quotation for the removal of the dead ivy in the large sycamore tree on the Croft side of the boundary should the Parish Council wish to consider this whilst he is on site.” 

Overhanging Branches: A quotation is in part 2 for the proposed tree works to the Ash tree infringing on Mrs. Gillespie’s property.
Refurbishment of Bus Shelters:  A supplementary quotation of £200.00 was received for the ply line of the bus shelter.  As this quotation was considered good value and that it would be beneficial for the work to be carried out at the same time as that on the other shelters the contractor was asked to proceed with the work.  Members are asked to support the clerk with this decision.

Craythorne Noticeboard:  Members are advised that the noticeboard on Craythorne Car Park has been vandalized. It has been reported to PCSO Hardware.

Burnside Willow Trees:  The clerk was telephoned on Thursday 1st July and advised that one of the Willow Trees on Burnside had dropped by about 3ft and was in a dangerous state.  She telephoned Mr. Deacon and he advised that he had only cut the trees back a few days earlier.  Mr. Deacon subsequently went to look at the tree and contacted the clerk to advise that the tree was blocking the footway and was in a dangerous state.  At 4pm SCC were telephoned and advised that the tree was considered dangerous and blocking the footway.  SCC advised that the trees along Burnside were not their responsibility and refused to come out as they were the responsibility of the Environment Agency.  The clerk then telephoned the Environment Agency and was advised that the trees were not their responsibility but that of SCC.  Due to the potential hazard the clerk telephoned Peter Eastaugh, ESBC for advice and advised that both agencies were refusing to take responsibility.  
Mr. Eastaugh came out and concluded that the tree was dangerous due to a fracture and concluded that the works would need to be carried out immediately.  Mr. Eastaugh also contacted both SCC and the Environment Agency who both again refused to take any responsibility for the trees.  Mr. Eastaugh was unhappy as ESBC had once before paid the bill for emergency works to be carried out on the trees and that they were definitely not the responsibility of ESBC and suggested that they were the responsibility of the Parish Council. The clerk advised that she did not see how they were the responsibility of the Parish Council as the trees were within 1metre of the bank which would suggest that they are the responsibility of the Environment Agency.  The clerk advised that she understood that as the Brook runs adjacent to the footway and the responsibility lies with the Riparian owner this would make SCC responsible.  So either the Environment Agency or SCC would be responsible.  In the interests of public safety, the clerk asked for Mr. Eastaugh to arrange for the works to be carried out and suggested that the Parish Council would pursue the item to seek clarification of ownership.  Members are asked to support this decision.     
5. YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE’S & YOUTH WORKER PROVISION IN ROLLESTON
Amendment to Standing Orders: This amendment was proposed and seconded at the June meeting, standing adjourned without further discussion until the July meeting.
Youth Representative: It is understood that Mr. Badcock has found someone that would like to stand as a Youth Representative. His name is Matthew Docksey.  At present Matthew is in the Lower Sixth at De Ferrers Technology College.  He is 16 years of age (17 in July).  He is studying A level (business, ICT, mathematics and PE) and wants to go to University in the autumn of 2011 to take a degree in Business ICT.  Mr. Docksey has been invited to the July Parish Council meeting and he will need to be co opted on to stand as Youth Representative.  In September, Matthew will be in the Upper Sixth and at that time Mr. Badcock intends to talk with De Ferrers again in order to get the second representative from the Lower Sixth and it is hoped that this person will attend the October meeting.  We will then have two, one of which will change on an annual basis.  Clarification is required as to who will mentor Mr. Docksey.
Youth Worker Provision:  Attached for members is a copy of some minutes issued by Mr. Badcock following a meeting that has taken place with regards to Youth Worker Provision and a new Youth facility within Rolleston.
6.
SCC – VARIOUS
No further updates are available with regards to the following items:-

Double yellow lines Dovecliffe Road, Grit Bins, Cherry Cottage, School Lane, Knowles Hill, Brookside Setts, Church Road Resurfacing, Marston Lane passing points, Brookside Bridge, missing brick,  Safer Routes to School Crossing, Footpath 1, Glebe Close to Church Road, Short Cut from Chapel Lane to Station Road.
The following items have been reported to CLARENCE: - Potholes Marston Lane Reference 1064048, Potholes Anslow Lane Reference 1064047, Overgrown Hedge Elizabeth Avenue Reference E-1064007, Overgrown verges Craythorne Lane Reference 1065045.

7. SAFEGUARDING POLICY
Mr. Badcock has asked for this item to be added to the agenda so that members can consider if a Safeguarding Policy is necessary for Rolleston on Dove Parish Council.  Mr. Badcock has requested that Standing Order 9 is applied should a vote take place.
The clerk has contact Mr. Duckitt, ESBC with regards to his advice on CRB checks for Councillors and has been advised as follows:-

“It will be for the Council to form its own view on this. If you have not already done so you may wish to refer to the guidance on the CRB’s own website at www.crb.homeoffice.gov.uk. The conventional wisdom is that members are generally not placed in situations where a CRB check would be required but this will ultimately be for the Council to decide having regard to the precise nature of the role undertaken”.

8. FOOTPATH WALKS & FOOTPATH 18
An extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council took place on Monday 28th June with regards to the proposed closure of a section of footpath 18.  Attached is a copy of the minutes for approval.  

The Annual Footpath walks have now taken place and SCC has been advised accordingly.
9. ROLLESTON CLUB
It was agreed at the last meeting that this item should be added to the agenda for discussion.

10. VERGE AREA OPPOSITE SHOPS
Mr. Wyatt has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

In addition, an email was received from Mr. & Mrs. Jones, 29 Walford Road and they have asked the Parish Council to consider the two following items:-

“Are the Parish Council able to explain why when the car park at the Rolleston Club is regularly empty, there is always a line up of cars parked on the road, causing traffic hold ups no matter what time of day or evening.  The traffic through the village from the Walford Road end is becoming a nightmare, due to on-road parking and totally inconsiderate drivers who bully their way through”. 
“Whilst on the subject of parking in the village, would it not be possible for the Parish Council to lobby Staffordshire Highways for the large strip of spare ground in front of Starbucks/Co-op to be taken back to the pavement in order to provide off-road parking as is the case outside Inchcape Motors in Moor Street, or along Calais Road.  Every day there are lots of ’near misses', its amazing there has not been a major accident”.
 
11. RWE NPOWER
A letter has been received from the Infrastructure Planning Commission and a copy of the letter is attached for member’s consideration.

Public Exhibition:  The clerk has been advised that a public exhibition will take place on Thursday 15th July 2010, from 3pm until 8pm, in the Old Grammar School Rooms with regards to the proposed pipeline.  Details of the exhibition have been added to the village website and are on display in both village noticebaords.
Parish Council Briefing Session:  To ensure that the Parish Council is kept informed about the proposals for a new gas pipeline to supply the proposed Willington Power Station, members have been invited to attend a briefing session which will be held as follows:- Wednesday 21st July, 7pm – 9pm, The Waterfront, Barton Marina, Barton under Needwood.  Members of all Parish Councils along the proposed route have been invited to the event.  If you wish to attend, please advise the clerk no later than Thursday 15th July.

12.  PARISH COUNCIL FACEBOOK PAGE

Mr. Wyatt has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.
13. ROLLESTON VILLAGE COUNTRY GALA
RODSEC have asked the Parish Council to considering sponsoring class/classes for the forthcoming Country Gala at £4.50 per class.  Attached for information is a copy of the class schedule.
14. ST MARYS CHURCH – A CELEBRATION OF ADVENT
Advent Bright, A celebration of Advent in trees and garlands will take place from Friday 26th November to Monday 29th November 2010 in St Marys Church from 2pm – 8pm.  The Parish Council has been asked if they wish to take part in the festival and are invited to attend a meeting on Wednesday September 8th at 7.30pm.  If the Parish Council chooses to take part, St Marys would like an indication whether we will be decorating a tree or a garland.

15. EMERGENCY PROCEDURES IN THE EVENT OF TRAVELLERS
The clerk has written to Mr. Bird with regards to the questions raised at the last meeting.

16. QUARTER 1 – 2010/2011 FINANCIAL YEAR ACCOUNTS

Attached is a copy of the accounts from Quarter 1 of the 2010/2011 financial year for review.

Bank Interest: At present, the Parish Council bank with Lloyds TSB and an interest rate of 0.05%pa is paid on the Business Account.  The clerk has contacted Santander who has advised as follows: - “We do indeed provide a competitive business banking proposition and have dealt with several parish councils.  We can provide a business account that is “free forever” as long as you maintain the account within transaction limits.  I have attached the key facts on business banking and details of our accounts that offer a competitive rate of interest.   Our Direct saver accounts (instant access) offer 1% gross interest and Reward Saver pays 2%.  Attached is an overview of the type of accounts available and members are asked to consider if they would like the clerk to arrange a meeting with the Business Manager from Santander.
17. AMENDMENT TO BYELAWS
Mr. Griffiths has responded to the Parish Councils letter and advised that he has written to Caroline Spelman MP, the Secretary of State for DEFRA to raise the genuine concern expressed by the Parish Council regarding the amendment of the byelaws.

18. LIGHT TOUCH” APPROACH RE PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Mr. Griffiths has responded to the Parish Councils letter advising that he has written to Bob Neill MP at the Department for Communities and Local Government to raise our concerns over the “light touch” approach to simple planning applications, and the suggestion to allow parish councils to take some of this on.
19. ESBC CONSULTATION ON EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
The Parish Council has received notification of a Consultation concerning the new Executive arrangements for ESBC.  Responses to the Consultation should be submitted by 10th August 2010 at the latest, please find below the link to the online survey: http://www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk/Surveys/Surveys/newexecutivearrangements.htm
Recycling payment: A recycling payment has been received to the value of £22.68.  Members are advised that the last payment was made to Rolleston Methodist Chapel and are asked to confirm if they wish this payment to be made to St Marys Church.

20. SEMI RURAL NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM

An invitation has been received for a Parish Council representative to attend the first Semi-Rural Forum scheduled to take place as follows: Thursday 29th July 2010, 6.30pm – 8.30pm,  Council Chamber, Town Hall, Burton on Trent. Further papers for the Forum will be forwarded 7 days prior to the meeting. The Neighbourhood Action Plans can be viewed from the following link  http://www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk/maps/Pages/default.aspx 
The clerk contacted Miss. Lees to see if it would be necessary for the Parish Council to have revised/new priorities for the meeting but was advised as follows: - “New priorities for the action plan will not be discussed at the forum. The purpose is to review previous actions and consider the future constitution of Neighbourhood Forums”.
21. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Members will be invited to make a short report on any items that they have either dealt with or been approached with regards to since the last meeting.  
22. ROLLESTON SCOUT GROUP

Following the decision made by the Parish Council at the last meeting to contact the police for advice, the following email was received from PCSO Lesley Hardware and Rolleston Scout Group were forwarded a copy of the response:- 

“I am aware on the day of the event that Special’s Inspector Phil Harvey, did discuss the problems with gating off the whole of the car park area. This meant that parents & residents who followed the parade where having to wait on the grass verge & in the road before they were able to pay their entrance fee.  The traffic was at a stand still for quite some time. 
 It was suggested by Insp Harvey, that the entrance gate could be move inside the car park, allowing for a number of the following crowds to wait safely on the car par. Which would dramatically reduces those visitors blocking the road, enabling traffic to start flowing again.   I understand that the purpose for closing off the whole of the car park is to allow the Parade floats to park up safely & for children to climb down in a supervised manner. However, it was felt that the car park is large enough to be able to sectioned off, allowing for the floats to park up and for the paying gates & waiting visitors”. 

“It was also suggested that the bus company should be informed also. As they are able to redirect their buses if they are pre - warned of possible delays.  It was a great event, with a fantastic turn-out. I have forwarded the email to Insp Harvey. Who, I am sure would be happy to discuss and advice on further events”.
The following email has been received from Mr. Graham Jacks, Rolleston Scout Group FAO the Parish Council:-

 

“I feel I must get this off my chest but I'm very annoyed that the Parish Council as a whole felt the need that they should contact the Police, without first talking to me about the 2010 Carnival, an event that I as Group Scout Leader, along with my Executive Committee, are fully responsible for”.

“I feel that if you have asked me about the issues and plans for the event next year I could have replied in much more detail than the Police did, and to be fair the police take NO responsibility for the event and hadn't even confirmed that they were attending on the day”.

22. ROLLESTON SCOUT GROUP (continued)
“Please if you have any questions or issues with any part of the Scout Group then please contact me. “I like to think that we are approachable as a group and work together well with many various organisations, sponsoring the School, the Preschool, the Transport festival, and the horticultural show at the end of the year, and I do not want this to spoil the relationship we have but I feel that this point did need addressing, as I felt that we were being discussed behind our backs”.

 

“I do appreciate the work that the parish council does but you must appreciate we need to hold events to fund raise, or the village will not have a Scout Group and a building that can be used and is used by the Village”.

23. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
The following accounts have been received for payment:-
A.
Mrs. H. Light


2028

£602.17



(Clerks Salary)
B.
HM Revenue & Customs

2029

£33.73

(Clerk NI & Tax)
C.
Mrs. H. Light


2030

£28.77






(Telephone & Internet)
D.
Mr. P. Gould


2031

£833.33


(Mowing)
E.
Mr. J. Deacon


2032

£211.50
(Play Area Contracts)
F.
Mr. J. Deacon


2033

£391.66

(Environmental Contract)

G.
JRB Enterprise


2034

£129.84


(Dog Waste Bags)
H.
Mr. R. Bush


2035

£39.98


(Web fees)
I. Mr. G. Martin


2036

£1075.00


(Refurbishment of bus shelters)
J.
Mr. J. Deacon


2037

£117.50


(Re pair posts x 2 Craythorne, 1 x post croft, replace shelter sides)

K.
Mr. J. Deacon


2038

£70.50


(4 hours re Item no 4, Burnside Willow Trees)
24. STAFFORDSHIRE PARISH COUNCILS ASSOCIATION

The Chairman has suggested that it may be beneficial to review the Parish Councils decision not to be a member of Staffordshire Parish Councils Association, as it is thought that there have been some items recently which the Parish Council may of benefited from being able to source their professional advice, e.g. recommended Insurance companies, advice on how much money to hold in the reserve account, Youth Representatives in part 2, CRB checks for Councillors.  The clerk has contacted SPCA and they have advised that the current fee is £475.00 for a full year, but if the Parish Council decided to renew with effect from 1st August 2010, they would reduce the fee to £323.50.  Members are asked to consider this item. 
25. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
The clerk will report on correspondence received.
26. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Members will be invited to submit items for the next agenda.

The chairman will move that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press should be excluded from the meeting.
7TH July 2010
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