ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 14th DECEMBER 2009
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

It was necessary to comment on the following applications prior to this meeting:-

HO/01323/022/CEH, 4 Cross Lane, Rolleston on Dove

 
Members have no objections in principal to the development but would like to see the roof to the single storey hipped at the gables to match the original character of the house.

TN/22456/015/CEH Felling of one cedar tree, 19 Station Road.

Members request that the advice of the tree officer is sought with regards to this application and request that replacement planting takes place.
PA/21652/004/CEH Erection of a rear canopy, 4 The Lawns, Mrs. Bates.
Members had no objections to this application.

The following applications have been received and require comment:-
TN/07183/007/JI Reduction in height by 50% of 6 Lawson Cypress Trees, Woodlands, 7 Church Road.

HO/32532/001/JI Erection of a 0.4metre high boundary wall, 1 Alders Reach.

HO/01730/008/JI Erection of a detached double garage, widening of existing access and erection of front boundary wall and gates, Smallholding, Tutbury Road, Burton upon Trent.

A copy of an objection letter submitted to ESBC, by Mr. P A. James, 9 Smallholding has been received for the Parish Councils reference.

2. PLANNING DECISIONS
The following applications have been permitted:-

LB/16364/013/JI Re-opening of bricked up fireplace, 5 Bladon’s Yard.
LB/25683/010/JI Internal and external alterations including the erection of single storey and two storey rear extensions, creation of openings on the first floor and installation of partition walls to facilitate conversion to a single dwelling, 2 and 4 Marston Lane.

HO/25683/009/JI Erection of single storey and two storey rear extensions, 2 and 4 Marston Lane.

HO/32194/003/CEH Erection of a two storey rear extension and rear conservatory, 56 Knowles Hill.

3. SCC – VARIOUS MATTERS
The following email dated 4th December 2009 has been received from Mr. Rayson, SCC:-

“I refer to your recent emails and I apologise for the delay in responding to you. I would comment thus:-“
 Finger Post by Spread Eagle - There are a number of similar requests being received for repairs to and then painting of finger post signs and following our recent re organisation I have been seeking advise on where we go with these. The issues are two fold:- 

· Firstly we need to determine if the existing finger posts are viable to repair, a tentative estimate to take down, replace missing fingers with new cast ones, repainting and re-erection is in the region of £2000. Experience has shown that to do this insitu would not be possible as the sign often needs some persuasion to remove the fingers and finials.
· Whether it is more cost effective to replace these with a galvanised pole and aluminium class 1 reflective fingers at a cost of around £500.

“Whilst I fully appreciate the concerns of the parish to have this replaced like for like, i.e. the fingers recast and then repainted, the costs to do this need to be agreed. I am happy to fund this with the £500 it would take to replace it with new, but the rest either needs to come from Parish, Member, Borough or other parties.  Please advise me on your thoughts here”.

Cherry Cottage, School Lane  - I have asked my Community Highway Liaison Officer to personally visit the owners here and advise them of their obligations.  

Village Lengthsman Map - I have now received this and will revert back to you separately on this.

 Knowles Hill Speeding Concerns - Speed and volume counts undertaken here previously do not show that speed or accidents here are different to other similar roads. The recent siting of the Speed Indication Signs were done as an advisory measure to advise drivers of their speed. The data these machines collect has not been seen as reliable enough to use as an indicator of speed, as often they can pick vehicle speeds up from a distance away, and then continues to measure the speed as the vehicle gets closer to the sign and averages out the speed. This means a vehicle can be exceeding  the limit when first picked up by the SID, but may be doing less than the limit when it passes the sign and an average speed is measured.  I shall ask that the latest speed analysis is forwarded to you. 

We will however continue to measure speed via radar and have visits of the Sid's, our accident investigation team will also monitor the accident data as and when here and report should any cluster patterns occur.

Brookside Setts - Brookside is inspected and maintained as part of our inspection regime and any actionable defects repaired accordingly. Should any work be required to replace missing setts I feel it should be Staffordshire Highways who undertake this work. To this end I have asked my senior Highway Inspector Simon Griffiths to undertake an assessment of what is required here and raise a task as necessary. 

Various Matters: No further update has been received with regards to the following items:- Double Yellow Lines Dovecliff Road, Church Road, Installation of passing points Marston Lane, Safer Routes to school crossing. 

4. ESBC – VARIOUS
Brook Hollows:  A meeting has now taken place with regards to Brook Hollows. The following correspondence was received from Ms. Lees following the meeting and a copy of the action plan is attached for member’s perusal.
4.
ESBC – VARIOUS
Brook Hollows: “Please find attached the proposed actions to be carried out at Brook Hollows and the timescales given to these actions. The document also includes the spending on Brook Hollows in 2008/2009 and the regularity of the maintenance works carried out.  The action plan provided is a rough guide on when works will take place on the Brook. Trudi Joyce has asked me to inform Councillors that all works will depend on weather conditions. It may also be affected by any urgent repairs that may be required on ESBC sites. I have therefore included a status column on the action plan and through liaising with Trudi I will provide a monthly status update on the works”. 

“Lawrence Oates has spoken to the Environment Agency regarding the flood risk of the Brook, I have received the following response:- “I have spoken to Richard Curl from the EA and as far as the flooding issue goes he says that it does not matter what is filling the pond, just the amount of water going over the top of the weir, so if we dredge out the pond, then it will fill back up with water instead of silt up to the level of the weir, and so it will not cause  any change in flow over the top of the weir.  Increased flooding is probably due to the River Dove that can back up the water course in Rolleston, rather than flow coming downstream. That does not help with the loss of amenity and possibly fishing as well, but at least it is a start”.

“Lawrence is still looking in to the desilting options and I will continue to update on this”. 

Planning Applications, Validation Requirements:  A meeting has now taken place with ESBC planning Department.  Mr. Morris, Mr. Chinn, Mr. Toon and Mr. Winstone attended the meeting.  They will be invited to provide members with an update on the outcome of the meeting.
Shotwood Close Open Space:  Following the last Parish Council meeting the Clerk has written again to ESBC with regards to this matter.  To date no response has been received.  The clerk would like to suggest that this item should be added to the Neighbourhood Working priorities plan being worked on by Ms. Lees.
Trees in front of Rolleston Service Station: The following email has been received from Ms. Roebuck, ESBC:-
“I have asked the case officers for Rolleston (Charlotte El Hakiem and Jon Imber) to investigate possible sites for planting some replacement trees within the village. Ideally they should be as close as possible to the site where the trees have been felled, but if there are no suitable sites in this locality then we may need to look further afield. If the Parish Council have any suggestions for appropriate sites then we will be more than happy to consider them”.
Standards Committee Meeting:  Mrs. Carlton attends these meetings and may wish to make a report.
5.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PRIORITIES DOCUMENT
Mr. Badcock has asked for this item to be added to the December agenda.  Attached for members is a copy of the “Rolleston Priorities Document” which has been produced by Ms. Lees.
The following email dated 3rd December has been received from Ms. Lees:-

Dear Parish Councils, The Neighbourhood Working Team have now uploaded the Neighbourhood Action Plans and they can be found on the East Staffordshire Borough Council website or through the following link, http://www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk/Services/Neighbourhood%20Working/Pages/default.aspx
The Action Plans are due to change as more information is provided. These are working documents and therefore any further priorities not already identified should be directed to the Neighbourhood Co-coordinator for your area. 

As always, if you have any questions regarding any of the information contained within these plans then please do not hesitate to contact a member of the team. All contact details can be found via the Neighbourhood Working pages of the website. 

6. PLANNING DECISIONS MADE OUT OF MEETINGS
Mr. Edwards has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

7. ESBC, EMERGENCY PROCEDURES RE INVASION OF TRAVELERS
 

Members may recall that Ms. Realff, ESBC was due to attend the August Parish Council meeting, but did not attend; therefore the matter has never been resolved.  Members are asked to consider if they would like to invite Ms. Realff to attend the January Parish Council meeting.

8. 2010/2011 PRECEPT
The Parish Councils precept requirements for 2010/11 must be submitted to ESBC by Friday 15th January 2010.
Members have suggested the following projects for Capital Expenditure:- Shelter, Elizabeth Avenue, Craythorne Car Park, Landscaping scheme adjacent to village sign, Craythorne Changing/Toilet facilities, Railings from Village gateway (Tutbury end) to Church Road, Jinny Trail.
The following information has been received from ESBC with regards to the Council Tax Base for 2010-2011:-

“As in previous years, I am writing to advise you that I have calculated next year’s Council Tax base for the parish of Rolleston on Dove. Subject to the Cabinet Meeting on 11th January, 2010 to approve the calculation, the tax base will be 1,363.42. This means that if the parish council wishes to raise £1,000 by way of a precept next year; this would result in a charge of £0.73 for a band D property. You may find this information of some help when you meet to agree the level of next year’s precept.  I will write to you again following the January meeting if the figures change”.

9. CRAYTHORNE WOODS & TAFFLANDS

Burton Conservation Volunteers: Mr. Oates has provisionally booked Burton Conservation Volunteers for March 21st 2010 for a work day at Craythorne Woods. The day runs from 10.30 – 4.00pm and costs £210.00.  Members are asked to approve this expenditure.
Wildplay: Staffs Wildlife have requested to use the woods for a wildplay session on the afternoon of Monday 15th February 2010  

10.
RECREATIONAL 
Shelter, Elizabeth Avenue:  Attached are two proposals with regards to a shelter and a proposed location plan. One a timber clad shelter approximately half way up and costing £4650, the second shelter is a curved plastic clad steel framed structure costing £3650.  
Outdoor Exercise Equipment:   Mr. Morris may wish to update members with regards to this item.
Basketball Wall:  Mr. Winstone may wish to update members with regards to this item.
Graffiti, Elizabeth Avenue Play Area: The clerk received a complaint via the headmaster of John of Rolleston Primary School with regards to some obscene graffiti which had been scrawled over the play equipment on Elizabeth Avenue Play Area.  The clerk asked Mr. Gould to remove the graffiti and he done this immediately and at no charge.  In addition, the clerk took some photographs of the graffiti and reported the matter to PC. Musgrove and PCSO Hardware.  D.S.K engineering were asked to provide a quotation for 5 missing railings on the fence and provided a quotation of £80.00.  After consultation with your chairman, DSK were asked to go ahead with the work ASAP and members are asked to support the decision.
10.
RECREATIONAL 
Request for goal nets, Elizabeth Avenue Playing Fields:  Mr. Edwards has received a request for goal nets on the football goals and may wish to update members further with regards to this matter.
ROSPA: Checklists and risk assessments:  The clerk has chased ROSPA, as they have still not produced the necessary weekly checklists for Meadow View, Elizabeth Avenue and Tafflands Play Area.  They are also yet to produce the risk assessment sheets for Tafflands.
Rules of use Craythorne Field: It was agreed at the last meeting to add this item to the next agenda with regards to purchasing a notice board to display the rules of use for the field.
Access to Craythorne Field:  Mr. Winstone has asked to have this item added to the agenda.
Rolleston Football Club:  The football club have still not paid their fees or forwarded a fixtures list.

11.
OUTDOOR VARIOUS
Environmental & Mowing Officer: These contracts are currently out to tender and the deadline for applications are 1st January 2010.  The contracts have been sent to six potential contractors.  A meeting has taken place with one contractor, S&R landscapes, as they asked to be shown around the village. 
Bridge adjacent to Brookhouse Hotel:  Mr. Winstone asked for this item to be added to the agenda with regards to the missing brick in the wall.
Mulberry Tree, The Croft: Some time ago it was suggested that a Mulberry Tree should be planted on The Croft.  This matter has never been progressed.
12.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Mr. Chinn has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

13.
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE
There has been no response from De Ferrers with regards to this item.

14.
DONATION TO BLUE CROSS CENTRE


It was agreed at the last meeting that this item should be added to the agenda.

15.
BYELAWS CHANGE – THE CROFT OPEN SPACE
The byelaws need to be amended in line with the resolution made at the last meeting with regards to where dogs are to be on and off leads.

16. JINNY NATURE TRAIL
Mr. Morris and Mr. Chinn attended a meeting with Mr. Partington and Mr. Baker with regards to the formation of a working party.  Mr. Morris has asked for this item to be added to the agenda and has provided the following information:-

“The group would like to publish the A3 drawing of the site and include that it has the support of the Parish Council. They would also like the permission of the Parish Council to carry out investigations of the site to look at the possibility of some reclamation/uncovering of the platform etc. at a later date.  As I understand it; at this stage this would not involve any major work but may involve moving as little soil with a spade”.
17. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
It was necessary to pay the following accounts prior to this meeting:-


A.
Resurgem Engineering

1923

£84.87



(Tafflands Equip)


B.
Smart Products 


1924

£172.50



(Tafflands Equip)


C.
St Johns Ambulance

1925

£57.50

(Playbuilder Opening)
D.
B&S Chains


1926

£81.41

(Tafflands Equip)

The following accounts have been received for payment:-

A.
Mrs. H. Light


1927

£581.38





(Clerks Salary)

D.
HM Revenue & Customs

1928

£45.92
(Clerk NI & Tax)

E.
Mrs. H. Light


1929

£37.00



(Telephone & Internet)

F.
Mr. P. Gould


1930

£1244.57



(Environmental & Mowing)

G.
JRB Enterprises


1931

£97.18



(Dog Waste Bags)


H.
Rainbow Waste Management
1932

£117.30



(Bin emptying)


I.
D.S.K Engineering

1933

£92.00



(replacement railings, E.Avenue)


J.
Mr. P. A. Martin


1934

£110.00



(Village Christmas tree)


K.
Mr. J. Deacon


1935

£86.25



(Tafflands duties)

18.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
Members will be invited to make a short report on any items that they have either dealt with or been approached with regards to since the last meeting.  
19.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
The Clerk will report on correspondence that has been received. 

20.
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Members will be invited to submit items for the next agenda.

21. CLERK SALARY INCREASE
The Clerks salary grade is in accordance with Local Council Scale 1 – Spinal Column points 15/21 and subject to satisfactory service the clerk should progress through the scale by annual increments until she reaches the maximum of the scale.  The Clerk is currently on SCP 18 £8.80 per hour.  The revised salary scales have just been received, and members are advised that the hourly rate has been increased to £8.91 per hour, backdated to 1st April 2009.  Members are asked to approve this increase.  

The Chairman will move that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted that the public and press should be excluded from the meeting. 

9th December 2009.
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