ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 9th NOVEMBER 2009
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been received:-
HO/11780/030/CEH Proposed sun room to side elevation, Stud Farm Cottage, Anslow Lane

LB/16550/016/JI Installation of three replacement windows to the front elevation, Barn Farm, Chapel Lane.

2. PLANNING DECISIONS
TN/03421/023/CEH Felling of 4 Lawson Cypress Trees, Beech Mount, 10 Beacon Road.

3. MIDLANDS RURAL HOUSING – LOCAL HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY

Members need to agree their position with regards to this item.  Attached for members is a copy of an email sent by Mr. King after the last meeting, along with a copy of the proposed letter and questionnaire.

4. DOG CONTROL ORDERS

Following the last meeting the clerk contacted ESBC to see if the submission by the Parish Council could be put on hold until after the November meeting.  The following response was received from Ms. Goodwill, Enforcements Department:-

“The request of the Parish Council is noted.  However I would stress the point that the Council anticipates going out to consultation generally on this issue within the third quarter of the financial year and any further submissions made by yourselves can be capture in this way and considered accordingly.  Therefore please feel free to send in an amended proforma on the back of your meeting in early November”.

The Clerk also asked who would enforce the “Dog Control Orders and the following response was received also from Ms. Goodwill, Enforcements Department:-
“In answer to your question, once the Dog Control Order’s go live we will apply an awareness approach in the first instance.  However, following on from this we will use Fixed Penalty Notices (FPN’s) in hot spot areas of non-compliance.  Presently the Neighbourhood Wardens and the Enforcement Team are authorised to issue FPN’s.  However it is the Council’s intention to broaden this remit, to include other staff and partner organizations”.
The following email has been received from Mr. Roger Gawthorpe for member’s consideration:- 
“As you probably know, there is strong feeling in many quarters that this matter has been dealt with without careful and reasonable consideration of the needs of an important minority group (the dog walkers) within the Rolleston community. We have discussed this issue at the last Civic Trust Comm meeting - and other people (dog owners/walkers mainly, as you might realise) have expressed their dismay that the Parish Council should have included so many of the traditional dog walking places in the list sent to the Borough Council”.

 

“I am writing this because I feel the PC is in danger of diminishing its general support within the community by such action - which seems to have been taken without reasonable discussion and without accounting for the views of people. The PC would surely be hard pressed to justify their reasons for designating so many of our open public places in the list to the ESBC”.

 
4. DOG CONTROL ORDERS (continued)
“I think most (not all!) people understand and support the health and hygiene needs of the community and the part that dog owners play in this. But sanctions against dogs and their owners should take account of the reasonable needs of dog owners to give their pets the healthy exercise they need (the same arguments used in the past to allow more space in zoos, etc for animals to be less restricted). It is I think not correct to force dog owners unreasonably to find other exercise areas further afield to let them off their leads if places like the Jinny Nature Trail, Tafflands, and Meadow View Open Space are excluded - indeed, some owners would not be able to do so. Such places have been used in this way surely without many problems for a number of years. Indeed, I would suggest the majority of people who use the Jinny are dog owners who can harmlessly let their dogs off leads. The enjoyment by dogs and owners alike in such places are surely half the point of keeping them open to the public. Isn't this why Brook Hollows has not been included in the list?”
 

“The other concern is of talk of a new breed of official able to give on-the-spot fines to people, which begins to feel a slippery slope and cries out for the rules to be clear and sensible. Most dog owners understand the problem of dog fouling - there are still those who ‘clear up’ - and they don’t should do so. More bins and bag dispensers will help. Too much restriction however will cause all sorts of difficulties”.

 

“I would like the Parish Council to reconsider their actions on this matter - and suggest they include those areas mainly where organised sport will be played and very young unsupervised children will be playing. The PC needs to avoid losing the goodwill of dog owners who are generally coming to terms and doing the right things”.

5. BEDDING PLANT / WINTER BULB GRANT
Rolleston Civic Trust would like to apply for £60.00 from the Winter Bedding Plant /Bulb Grant which is paid annually to the Parish Council.  The amount payable to the Parish Council is £122.85 per annum and is claimed in January of each year.  In addition, they have advised that in 2010 they are looking to plant snowdrops in the Church and feel that the best thing would be to get them 'in the green', which is only possible to do at the end of February or beginning of March and would like to know if they could also claim for the cost of the snowdrop bulbs.  
6. SCC – VARIOUS MATTERS
Village Lengthsman Maps: Mr. Edwards is currently marking these maps up.
Spread Eagle Fingerpost:  Quotations are in part 2 for the restoration of the fingerpost. 
Brookside Setts: SCC has been contacted directly and asked if they would give permission for the missing setts to be replaced by the Parish Council.
Knowles Hill speeding concerns:  SCC has been chased again with regards to the data from the speed analysis.  It is understood that there has been a further accident on Knowles Hill.
Various Matters: No further update has been received with regards to the following items:- Footway outside Cherry Cottage, Double Yellow Lines Dovecliff Road, Church Road, Installation of passing points Marston Lane, Safer Routes to school crossing. 

7. ESBC – VARIOUS
Brook Hollows: ESBC has been chased for a meeting date to view Brook Hollows and discuss the maintenance of it with the Parish Council.
Planning Applications, Validation Requirements:  Miss. Roebuck has been contacted and asked if she would agree to meeting with four members of the Parish Council to discuss various planning matters.  Members are asked to put forward some questions that they would like to raise with the planning department.
Shotwood Close Open Space:  Members agreed at the last meeting to add this item to the November agenda.
8. TREES IN FRONT OF ROLLESTON SERVICE STATION

Mr. Morris has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

9. DONATIONS
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal: Members are asked to consider how much they wish to donate to this appeal.  Last year a donation of £50.00 was made.
RSPCA: A letter has been received from RSPCA, based at Hillfield Lane, Stretton asking the Parish Council to consider making a donation.
10. DECK THE HALLS – ADVENT
 Mrs. Warren has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.
11. COUNCILLOR WORKSHOP
The following email has been received from Ms. Lees, Neighbourhood Co-coordinator, ESBC:-

“Following the Councillor Workshop it was highlighted that Rolleston Parish Council would like both the Neighbourhood Policing Officer and the local PCSO to attend Parish Council meetings. Could you please clarify that this is the case and in what capacity you would like them to attend? I.e. a standing agenda item at every meeting before the closed session? Could you also forward me a full lost of future PC meeting dates and I will ensure that both PC Musgrove and PCSO Hardware are able to attend these meetings in the future if and when required” 
The clerk advised Miss Lees that the matter would be discussed in further detail at the next Parish Council meeting and received the following response:- 
“I am also able to consult with Staffordshire Police about the Police and PCSO’s having more of a presence in Rolleston as this was also highlighted as a priority at the Councillor Workshop”.
12.
SCOUT CARNIVAL 2010
The following email has been received from Rolleston Scout Group:-

“The Rolleston Scout Carnival next year is on Sunday 9th May 2010.  In the past the Parish Council has been generous in sponsoring the prizes.  We are therefore hoping that they would be willing to do so again this year.  

In the past there has been little use of the Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field for car parking.  However, we do need to offer somewhere to discourage parking on the road near the Scout HQ.  Therefore we are requesting this use again. We do appreciate the Parish Councils support of this event, which benefits the village and the Scout Group”.
13. 2010/2011 PRECEPT
Members are asked to put forwards projects to be considered for the 2010/11 Precept so that quotations can be sought.  Historically, the Precept needs to be agreed at the December Parish Council meeting.
14. FLYPOSTING

It was agreed at the last meeting to add this subject to the November meeting.
15. CRAYTHORNE WOODS & TAFFLANDS
Mr. Oates and two volunteers from Burton Conservation attended the clean up on Saturday 24th October.  Some pruning work was carried out and Mr. Oates suggested that it would be beneficial for the Parish Council to book a day for Burton Conservation Volunteers to come and carry out some more works.  Members are asked to consider this matter.
Mr. Deacon: It is understood that Mr. Deacon would be interested in taking on the weekly playground checks for both Elizabeth Avenue & Meadow View Play Areas.  These are currently under contract until April 2010.  Mr. Edwards is currently composing weekly jobs sheets for the Tafflands Area which members will be asked to review at the Parish Council meeting.
Anti-Social Behaviour:  On the evening of Thursday 29th November someone lit a fire on the take off mound of the zip wires.  A passing dog walker put the fire out with some water he obtained from a local resident.  The fire damaged two safety mats which Mr. Edwards has now replaced.  The incident has been reported to both the police and Staffordshire Fire Service, Targeted Response Team.

16.
RECREATIONAL 
Shelter, Elizabeth Avenue:  Mr. Edwards may wish to update members with regards to this item.
Outdoor Exercise Equipment:   Mr. Morris may wish to update members with regards to this item.
Basketball Wall:  Mr. Winstone may wish to update members with regards to this item.


17.
OUTDOOR VARIOUS
Environmental & Mowing Officer: Attached are the two revised contracts to be put out for quotation.  An advertisement will be placed in the Burton Mail week commencing 2nd November 2009 and potential contractors will be asked to submit quotations by 1st January 2010 so that they can be reviewed at the January Parish Council meeting. 
Ex Civic Trust Lawnmower:  Mr. Chinn may wish to update members with regards to this item.
Hanging Baskets: Mr. Winstone asked for this item to be added to the November clerks report.
Dog Waste Bags: Mr. Chinn was going to try and source an alternative supplier for the dog waste bags and will be asked to update members with regards to this item.
18.
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE
There has been no response from De Ferrers with regards to this item.

19.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
The following accounts have been received for payment:-

A.
Defabs Engineering

1904

£172.50


(Playbuilder Expenditure)

B.
Petty Cash


1905

£39.16


(Playbuilder opening expenditure)

C.
Mrs. H. Light


1906

£581.38





(Clerks Salary)
19.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
D.
HM Revenue & Customs

1907

£45.92
(Clerk NI & Tax)

E.
Mrs. H. Light


1908

£32.23


(Telephone & Internet)

F.
Mr. P. Gould


1909

£1244.57



(Environmental & Mowing)


G.
Audit Commission

1910

£460.00



(Audit Fee 2009)


H.
Mr. B. Edwards


1911

£228.20



(Playbuilder Expenditure)


I.
Mr. R. Bush


1912

£49.47



(Webmaster Fees)


J.
Mr. J. Deacon


1913

£1535.25



(Playbuilder Expenditure)


K.
Mr. J. Deacon


1914

£100.00



(Playbuilder opening) 

20.
ANNUAL RETURN FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2009
The external audit has now been completed for the financial year ended 31st March 2009.  In the opinion of the Audit Commission, the information contained in the annual return is in accordance with the Audit Commissions requirements and no matters have come to their attention giving cause for concern that the relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

21.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
Members will be invited to make a short report on any items that they have either dealt with or been approached with regards to since the last meeting.  
22.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
The Clerk will report on correspondence that has been received. 

23.
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Members will be invited to submit items for the next agenda.

The Chairman will move that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted that the public and press should be excluded from the meeting. 
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