ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER 2009
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following application has been received via SCC and is available to view on www.staffordshire.gov.uk/planning:-
Application No ES.09/13: Construction of additional livestock housing with the removal of the existing redundant buildings at Bleak House Farm, Lodge Hill, Tutbury.
2. PLANNING DECISIONS
The following applications have been permitted:-
HO/11382/008/JI Erection of a rear conservatory, Brynwood, Anslow Lane, Mrs. Niven.

HO/01631/014/CEH Erection of a detached double garage with storage area above, Ormuz Cottage, Hall Grounds, Mr & Mrs. Hetherington.

HO/22560/008/CEH Erection of a single storey detached building to form stores and 3 no. garage, Craythorne Grange, Craythorne Road, Mrs. Morgan.

HO/16178/002/CEH Erection of a rear conservatory, 108 Beacon Road, Mr. James.

PA/32445/001/JI Change of use from agricultural to keeping of horses and construction of a stable block and tack room, Cross Farm, Cross Lane, Mr. Jennings.

3. SCC – VARIOUS MATTERS
The following letter has been received from Mr. Rayson, SCC dated 28th August 2009:-

Knowles Hill Speeding Concerns: Speed Indication Devices placed on Knowles Hill were placed only as a deterrent; unfortunately it is not possible to collect data from these devices that give a clear picture of the speed of vehicles.  The County therefore decided that they do have merit but only to advise drivers of their speed.

Village Lengthsman Maps: A map of Rolleston on Dove in AutoCAD 2002 has now been received.  

Various Matters: No further update has been received with regards to the following items:- Spread Eagle Fingerpost, Footway outside Cherry Cottage, Double Yellow Lines Dovecliff Road, Church Road, Brookside Setts, Installation of passing points Marston Lane, Safer Routes to school crossing. 

4. ESBC – VARIOUS

Clean Neighbourhood and Environment Act 2005 – Dog Control Orders:  Attached for members is a copy of a letter received from ESBC for consideration.
Gambling Act 2005 – Policy Review Consultation: The Parish Council have been invited to submit their views on the draft policy, which is available on the councils website under consultations.  The final date for the submission of comments is 31st October 2009.
Shotwood Close Open Space: This matter has been chased with ESBC to pursue Bellway Homes.  Mr. Holland, Bellway Homes was contacted on 19th August by ESBC and asked when work would commence.
4.
ESBC – VARIOUS (continued)
Cemetery:  The following update has been received from Mr. French, Cemetery Manager, ESBC: - “I’m very sorry not to have got back to you sooner. I have spoken to our engineers – there is no work scheduled at the moment. I will investigate whether funding is available for resurfacing. In the meantime I will inspect the site to see if further patching is required. I will keep you informed of any further developments”.
Planning Application – Validation Requirements: The following email has been received from Joanne Roebuck, Team Leader, ESBC planning department:- 
“As Team Leader for the Northern Area Team which covers Rolleston on Dove, I am writing in response to your letter of 14th August concerning validation requirements. The validation requirements initiated by central government in April 2008 incorporated mandatory national requirements for submission of information relating to planning applications, together with a recommended local list of requirements for use by Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) in appropriate circumstances. The local list of requirements had to be formally adopted for a LPA to be able to insist on the specified information. East Staffordshire Borough Council adopted its own local list and therefore has been operating both the national and local requirements since April 2008”.

“Whilst this system was intended to simplify the validation of applications, and provide an element of consistency across the country, in reality the process of validation has become more complicated and contentious as applicants and agents have argued the appropriateness of the validation requirements. As a consequence, the application of the validation requirements in individual cases has necessarily evolved and greater flexibility has been exercised in accordance with the government’s own advice. For example, even though the submission of roof plans for development proposals is a mandatory national requirement, such plans would clearly be inappropriate for the change of use of a garage to living accommodation, or even a small porch on the front of a house. The government has stated that LPAs should not ‘blindly’ insist on all validation requirements being met in every instance, and advised that where an applicant has submitted adequate reasoning for not providing the information/drawing, and the lack of that information would not prevent a proper assessment of the scheme, LPAs should waive that requirement”.

“In answer to the Parish Council’s question, therefore, the LPA does have to abide by the national requirements for validating applications unless adequate justification for an applicant not providing the information has been received, and/or it is considered that the lack of that particular information will not prejudice proper consideration of a proposal. There is no defined limit on the number of omissions that might be accepted as the assessment is qualitative, not quantitative”.

“On this subject, however, the Parish Council may wish to visit the Communities and Local Government website (www.communities.gov.uk) as the government has just released a consultation paper on this very issue. The main thrust of this document is to simplify the process further and to ensure LPAs are clearer in the specification of requirements based on a proportionate approach to the nature of the development proposed. Whilst a lot of work will be required to embrace the proposed changes in full, it may in the long-term serve to provide greater clarity for all users of the planning service”.

“If you have any further queries on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me. In addition, if the Parish Council consider that it would be useful to discuss this or any other planning issues in more detail then I would be happy to meet with members of the Parish Council at a mutually convenient time”.
Brook Hollows: No response has been received from Mr. Oates requesting information on the maintenance costs of Brook Hollows for the past few years.  

4.
ESBC – VARIOUS (continued)
Planning Applications: Electronic Consultations: Rev Whitehead has confirmed that the Old Grammar School Rooms does have internet access and also a data projector, screen & laptop for use if required. All the equipment would need to be pre-booked.
Development of Neighbourhood Delivery Plans: The new neighbourhood working team is now up and running and beginning to work closely with various partners to gather information and basic data on the current priorities within East Staffordshire. Two representatives from the Parish Council have been invited to attend a workshop evening taking place on 7th October, 6.30pm – 9pm. The purpose of this evening is to bring together the County, Borough and Parish councilors and outline the priorities you see for the Neighbourhoods you represent.  This will then inform the development of a delivery plan.  
Parish Councils Forum meeting: The next Parish Councils Forum meeting is to be held on Wednesday 23rd September, commencing 6.30pm, Council Chamber, Town Hall.  

Recycling payment:  A payment has been received through the scheme for £48.00.  Members are asked to confirm if they wish this payment to be made to St Marys Church.  The previous payment was made to Rolleston Methodist Chapel. 
5. COLLEGE FIELD

The following letter dated 21st August 2009 has been received from Dawn Ward OBE, Principal and Chief Executive, Burton College: - “Thank you for your letter dated 12th August 2009.  At the present time we have no plans for the playing fields.  We are very aware of your interest shown with regards to this site and should the situation change in the future, we will be happy to consult with you”.

6. CRAYTHORNE GOLF CLUB
Members agreed at the August meeting to discuss this matter at the September meeting.  Attached for members is a copy of the letter sent by Mr. Winstone and a copy of Mr. Wright’s response letter.

7.
CRAYTHORNE WOODS

Members agreed at the last meeting to add this to the September Clerks Report in order to discuss a maintenance plan for the woods.
8. TAFFLANDS – PLAYBUILDER PROJECT

Maintenance & Inspection: It is proposed that Mr. Deacon may be the ideal person to carry out the weekly site inspections of the play area as he helped to construct the equipment and is therefore familiar with how it works.  


Signage:  A quotation has been requested in order to provide safety notices with each piece of equipment.  It is hoped that this quotation will be received in time for the meeting.



Bin Emptying:  Rainbow Waste have been asked to provide a quotation for the supply of and emptying of bins on the Tafflands site.  It is hoped that this quotation will be received in time for the meeting.



Opening: SCC would like to showcase Tafflands and it is suggested that this event could also be the date for the official opening of the site. The date chosen by SCC is Wednesday 28th October.  It is understood that further details should be received by the clerk on Friday 11th September so that members can discuss the item in further detail. 

Expenditure to Date: £40,364.91
9.
RECREATIONAL

None of these items have been progressed since the last meeting.


10.
OUTDOOR VARIOUS
Environmental & Mowing Officer:  This contract is up for renewal from April 2010.  Attached for members is a copy of the existing contracts for review.  Members are asked to review this and consider if they would like any modifications made to the new contract which will need to be put out to tender.  Mr. Gould has advised that with effect from 17th September 2009 the scheduled 14 cuts will have been carried out.
The Croft – SCC: The following update has been received from Mr. M. Murphy, Law & Governance, SCC: - “The decision on whether the land should be registered is solely within the purview of the Countryside & Rights of Way panel.  Having taken into account the dates that the panel meets, and available resources, I would advise you that the application us likely to be laid before the panel for a decision in November.  I will write to you before this date to advise you of progress and whether the timescale is to be met.  At present I do not foresee any problems”.  
The Croft Almshouses: The meeting was postponed and needs to be re arranged.
Jinny Nature Trail:  Work has now commenced on the trail.

11.
FLY POSTING 

Members agreed at the last meeting that this item should be added to the September Clerks Report.


12.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
Members will be invited to make a short report on any items that they have either dealt with or been approached with regards to since the last meeting.  
13.
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE


Members agreed at the last meeting that we should contact De Ferrers at the beginning of the new term to see if a willing Youth Representative could be found.

14.
PLAYBUILDER ACCOUNTS

The following invoices have been paid under playbuilder expenditure:-

a.
Eggleston Steel

1862

£145.04
b.
Longcliffe Quarries
1863

£226.55
(Re Charged to Jinny Trail)

c.
Longcliffe Quarries
1864

£249.55


d.
Screwfix Direct

1865

£34.76

e.
Elite Minimix

1866

£325.02
15.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
The following accounts have been received for payment:-

a.
Mrs. H. Light

1867

£581.18


(Clerks Salary)
b.
HM Revenue & Customs
1868

£46.12
(Clerk NI & Tax)

c.
Mrs. H. Light

1869

£31.79






(Telephone & Internet)

d.
Mr. P. Gould

1870

£1244.57




(Environmental & Mowing)
e.
JRB Enterprises

1871

£97.18



(Dog Waste Bags)

f.
Mr. Richard Bush

1872

£49.47



(Web fees)


g.
Rainbow Waste 

1873

£78.20



(Bin emptying)


h.
Mr. J. Deacon

1874

£3461.50



(Playbuilder Expenditure)


I.
Mr. B. Edwards

1875

£238.80



(Playbuilder Expenditure)


j.
Mr. B. Chinn

1876

£87.01



(Jinny Trail materials)


k.
Mr. B. Chinn

1877

£14.89



(Playbuilder Expenditure)

16.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
The Clerk will report on correspondence that has been received. 

17. VILLAGE LIAISION MEETING

The next Village Liaison meeting is to be held on Monday 21st September, commencing 7.30pm, Old Grammar School Rooms.

18. MIDLANDS RURAL HOUSING 
Mr. King will attend the October Parish Council meeting.  Therefore the October Parish Council meeting will commence at 7.15pm.
The Chairman will move that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted that the public and press should be excluded from the meeting. 
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