ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 10TH AUGUST 2009
1. PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY
The relevant advertisements have been placed.  Unless no less than 10 electors call a by election, a new member can be co-opted onto the Parish Council after 11th August 2009.

2. ALMSHOUSE TRUSTEES

It was agreed at the last meeting that this item would be deferred until the August meeting.

3. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been received:-

PA/32445/001/JI Change of use from agricultural to equestrian use and construction of a stable block and tack room, Cross Farm, Cross Lane, Mr. Jennings.

It was necessary to comment on the following applications prior to this meeting:-

HO/16178/002/CEH, erection of a conservatory, 108 Beacon Road.
Members had no objections to this application.

HO/01631/014/CEH Erection of a detached double garage with storage area above, Ormuz Cottage, Hall Grounds, Mr.  & Mrs. John Hetherington.

Members objected to this application on the basis that very poor plans were provided with insufficient information to fairly consider the application.  Correspondence has been exchanged with ESBC on this application and 

Mr. Fitton may wish to update members further. 

4. PLANNING DECISIONS
The following applications have been permitted:-

CU/13594/013/JI Change of use from nursing home to residential dwelling, Westfield House, Burnside, 

HO/01323/021/CEH Erection of a single storey, two storey and single storey rear extensions, 4 Cross Lane, 


TP/01378/011/CEH Pruning of a branch from one Ash tree (W20 of TPO1), St Marys Close, Church Road

HO/09770/005/JI Erection of a single storey front extension and a part single storey part two storey side 

and rear extension, Holmecroft, 11 Tutbury Road Rural


TN/23069/007/CEH Removal of seven damson trees, Magnolia Cottage, 21 Brookside


TN/08135/015/CEH Works to two flowering cherry trees, one hawthorn tree and one variegated maple tree, 

Cornerways Cottage, Anslow Lane
PA/01716/006/JI Erection of a detached dwelling, Kelvingrove, South Hill, Mr. Powell.

4. PLANNING DECISIONS (continued)
The following applications have been permitted (continued):-
HO/31535/002/CEH Erection of a two storey side extension, 35 Beacon Drive, Mr. Sheard.

HO/23069/008/JI Erection of a detached double garage and erection of a detached single storey building to form additional living accommodation associated with 21 Brookside, Mr. Young.

TN/03421/002/CEH Removal of three Leyland Cypress Trees, 10 Beech Mount, Beacon Road, Mr. Wilson

HO/32137/002/CEH Erection of a rear conservatory, 4 Mews Cottage, Alders Reach, Mrs. Dent.

HO/32427/001/JI Erection of a two storey side extension and front porch, 12 Hawksley Drive, Mr. Guthrie.

HO/14268/013/JI Erection of a boundary wall and gates, Wesley Cottage, Chapel Lane, Mr. Mawby.

LB/14268/014/JI Erection of a boundary wall and gates, Wesley Cottage, Chapel Lane, Mr. Mawby.
5. SCC – VARIOUS MATTERS
Staffordshire Highways - National Highway and Transportation Survey:  A copy of the National Highway and Transportation survey has been received for completion by the Parish Council.  It is advised that it will take approximately 20 to 25 minutes to complete.  Attached for members is a copy of the survey for consideration.  Members are asked to formulate some comments on the survey so that collective comments can be collated and submitted. Comments must be submitted to SCC by 14th August 2009.
Safer Routes to School:  The clerk has emailed Councillor Fraser with regards to this item and it is hoped that he may be able to provide members with an update.

Ongoing Items: Spread Eagle Fingerpost, Footway outside Cherry Cottage, Double Yellow Lines Dovecliff Road, Village Lengthsman Map, Knowles Hill speeding concerns, Church Road, Brookside Setts, Installation of passing points Marston Lane. 

6. ESBC – VARIOUS

Meadow View Litter Notice: The following response has been received from Lawrence Oates, ESBC:- 
“I am sorry I thought that I had replied to this one.  I contacted Lee Evans from the Community Wardens and they had attached the litter notice.  They feel that as ESBC can enforce littering FPN’s on any land or water within the Borough, open to the air (inc. private, public or parish) unless the Parish challenge a case in court and accept littering of all their land by any parties, then they should erect these stickers at any point throughout the Borough”.

“If the Parish insist then the Wardens will remove the sticker, but they would be disappointed and see it as a barrier to partnership working.  I feel that this was done in good faith and perhaps they did not realise that the bin was Parish rather than Borough property.  I have asked them to ensure that they inform the relevant parish if they are going to do anything like this in the future.  Please let me know if you still wish to have the sticker removed and I will arrange for this to be done, personally I would prefer it to stay as I feel that it will serve a purpose and that this was simply due to a breakdown in communication”.

“Would the Parish Council like to have a presentation of what the Wardens do at a future Parish meeting as this might help with partnership work and avoid future misunderstandings?”
6.
ESBC – VARIOUS (continued)
Brook Hollows:  It is understood that Mr. Morris has discussed this matter with Mr. Cowie, ESBC and he may wish to report further.
Land adjacent 4 Marston Lane:  The following update dated 28th July has been received from Mr. Freeman, ESBC:-“I looked at the land again this morning but although the grass and weeds are starting to grow again on the frontage, it really does not justify formal action. I agree with your members that the back of the site is overgrown but this is not visible unless you go onto the site. In my view there is currently no detriment to the visual amenity of the area, but as you will appreciate, this is a constantly changing situation and I will look at it again later in the summer.
PACT: Mr. Sal Khan, ESBC has agreed to attend the September Parish Council meeting to specifically discuss the correspondence exchanged on the PACT groups.
Shotwood Close Open Space: No further update has been received with regards to this item.
Winton Hall Grounds: No further update has been received with regards to this item.
Cemetery:  No further update has been received with regards to this item.

Electronic Consultation – Planning Applications:  Members agreed to look at this item again at the August meeting with a view to purchasing equipment so that the applications can be viewed electronically during meetings.  Members agreed at the last meeting to contact Mr. Short and ask if we are able to electronically measure on the ESBC website and if so if a free package could be downloaded.  The clerk has now been forwarded a link to access this facility but it is not working so she has reported it to ESBC. 
East Staffordshire Housing Strategy:  The following email has been received from Steve Payne, ESBC Housing Strategy Manager.  “Following publication of its Housing Strategy in March the Council has now published its Draft Housing Strategy Action Plan for consultation.  We would welcome your response to the consultation.  The Clerk has downloaded one hard copy.  If anyone would like to review the copy, then please contact the clerk.

7. ALDERBROOK CLOSE FLOODING

The meeting arranged for 24th July was cancelled.  Severn Trent Water has re-sealed the manhole covers as discussed at the meeting held on Thursday 9th July 2009 and it is hoped that this will stop the surcharge of water.  It has been agreed that the problem should be monitored and the relevant authorities re-contacted if the problems arise again in the future.  Mr. Wyers has passed his thanks to the Parish Council for their help and support over the last few months.
8. COLLEGE FIELD

It is understood that Mr. Morris has spoken to Mr. Cowie, ESBC with regards to this matter and may wish to report further.  Mr. Fitton was trying to secure a meeting with Burton College to discuss their proposals for the field, and he may also wish to report on this matter.

9. PC DAVE LEAR

P.C. Lear has advised that he will be moving areas and that we will be getting another officer, PC Roy Musgrove. He is an experienced officer with similar service to P.C. Lear. P.C. Lear would like to convey his thanks to the Parish Council for their assistance in the last 23 and a half years. The change will take effect around 5th September.
10.
FOROS 
Mr. Chinn has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.
11.
TAFFLANDS – PLAYBUILDER PROJECT



Opening: This item is to be discussed under the recreational sub committee meeting minutes.

Byelaws: The Clerk is waiting for a response from DEFRA with regards to this item.

Expenditure to Date: £33,278.26 excluding V.A.T
12. OUTDOOR VARIOUS
Environmental & Mowing Officer:  Mr. Gould has been invited to attend the meeting.
The Croft – SCC: No further update has been received from SCC with regards to the registration of the land.
The Croft Almshouses: A meeting needs to be arranged with the Almshouse Trustees to discuss the small triangle of land.
Jinny Nature Trail including ditches: It is understood that Mr. Morris and Mr. Chinn were going to look at this item and they may wish to report further.
Bus Shelter, Rolleston Club: It is understood that this has now been removed.
Disabled access, Craythorne Field:  It was agreed at the last meeting to defer this item until the August meeting.  Mr. Winstone has clarified that the complaint did not come from someone who was associated with Rolleston Football Club.
Area around Football Club Portacabin: This item is to be discussed under the recreational sub committee item. 
Brookside: The Environment Agency has been asked to strim the banks along Brookside.
13.
RECREATIONAL SUB COMMITTEE MEETING



Attached for members is a copy of the minutes from the meeting held on Monday 27th July 2009.  There are several proposals for discussion.
14.
TENNIS COURTS


The following email has been received from Mr. Jobson:-

“Just an update on the tennis. The PC is probably aware of that the ESBC draft strategy for open space/sport has recently been published - for comments. It was good to see that they have added a need for tennis courts in Rolleston to the report although not sure whether this it will help matters!  I note that the tennis court issue is still on the PC minutes. I still believe that the Meadow View "rec" is a valuable yet wasted resource and that it would be straightforward to overcome any issues with the deeds - saying that it must be for public use - by opening the courts for free use for part of the time. Membership would provide funds to maintain and replace the courts. And as I've mentioned funding should be straightforward through either the LTA and/or Sport England.

 
14.
TENNIS COURTS (continued)
“The "derelict" land to the rear of Rolleston Club's car park has also been highlighted and could accommodate one tennis court, possibly 2 "laterally" if a small amount of land (2-3m strip) to the side could be acquired (is this owned by the Junior School ?). Does anyone has contacts at the Club. The location is good being near the Club and the land is again totally wasted”.

 

“And finally, I believe that the PC should be proactively intervening to prevent Burton College from developing the former Forest playing fields. I have attached the minutes of the January College meeting which mention that planning is about to be applied for (last paragraph) just in case the rumours were not believed. Duncan Cowie (ESBC) has confirmed that the college will have waited this 5 years so that Sport England do not now have to be consulted as part of the planning process. Personally I would be realistic and expect the College to gain something from the site but since they were given it for next to nothing (£16k ?), I would be happy to see a small building development with the majority of the proceeds from the land sale being used to fund a Rolleston sports club facility with proper changing rooms for the adjacent Craythorne Rec etc plus Village hall/Sports hall etc. Has the PC formally written to the College?”
“I have also been in touch with East Staffs Sports Council who are supporting the return of the site to sport but they could only offer advice to write to the college and a few other bodies to "raise the profile". I am told that there may be a legal case against development if there is something relevant in the deeds - could the PC acquire the full deeds (for a small cost I'm told).  I welcome your thoughts and would be happy to join a discussion at a future PC meeting should the PC decide to schedule an item on the agenda.”
15.
ESBC – DRAFT OPEN SPACE & PLAYING PITCH STRATEGY
A draft Open Space & Playing Pitch Strategy for East Staffordshire has been produced by consultants Knight Kavanagh & Page (KKP) after being commissioned by ESBC.  As a brief introduction please note that the Draft Strategy covers both open spaces and playing pitches.  This document has been developed following on from results of the following two Assessments (Audit) Reports:-

· Open Spaces Assessment Report – this covers general open spaces, parks, natural green spaces, green corridors, amenity green space, provision for children and young people (including play & teen facilities), allotments, cemeteries & civic spaces

· Playing Pitch Assessment Report – this covers outdoor sports pitches / provision i.e. football, cricket, rugby, hockey, athletics, bowls, tennis, golf & education provision.

 

Both assessment reports have been informed by wide community consultation including the Borough’s citizens panel, Parish Councils, sports clubs etc.  The majority of Parish Council’s competed the surveys to inform the reports and the draft Strategy which is very much appreciated. The Draft Strategy is available to access from the Council’s website www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk   Comments are invited on the draft strategy by Friday 14th August.

16.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS 

Members will be invited to make a short report on any items that they have either dealt with or been approached with regards to since the last meeting.  
17.
ELECTRICITY SUBSTATION ON BEACON ROAD
There is no further update available on this item.
18. ESBC – PARTNERSHIP WORKING
The following email was received from Ms. Lees, ESBC following the July Parish Council meeting:-

“May I take this opportunity to thank the Parish Council for allowing both myself and my colleague, Michael Hovers, to come along and present the intentions of Neighbourhood Working. I recognise that the Parish Council have several concerns regarding my role and involvement and the wider role of Neighbourhood working with local communities, however I would like to assure you that I am keen to work with members and hopefully resolve some of the long term ongoing issues that have been identified. I am confident that, given the opportunity, we can work together to further improve Rolleston and the services provided to its residents”. 

“To this end, I would very much welcome an invitation to the next Parish Council meeting and any information/reports from previous meetings so that I may better understand the issues already identified. I am able to work with members on both matters relating to East Staffordshire Borough Council and our partner agencies. Should you not require my presence at meetings, I am contactable on the below details for any concerns or issues that the Parish Council wish to raise”. 

19.
PLAYBUILDER ACCOUNTS

The following invoices have been paid under playbuilder expenditure:-
a.
Elite Minimix

1841 

£834.85

b.
Mrs. H. Light

1843

£43.13

c.
Elite Minimix

1844

£359.19

d.
Clifford Jones Timber
1845

£310.50

e.
Mr. B. Chinn

1846

£36.18

f.
Screwfix Direct Ltd
1847

£16.69

g.
Elite Minimix

1848

£473.54

h.
UK Sleepers

1849

£515.49

20.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
It was necessary to pay the following account prior to this meeting:-

a.
Zurich Municipal 
1842

£2727.29

(Annual Renewal)

The following accounts have been received for payment:-

a.
Mrs. H. Light

1850

£581.38



(Clerks Salary)
b.
HM Revenue & Customs
1851

£45.92
(Clerk NI & Tax)

20.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
c.
Mrs. H. Light

1852

£30.99





(Telephone & Internet)

d.
Mr. P. Gould

1853

£1244.57






(Environmental & Mowing)
e.
Mr. B. Edwards

1854

£160.38


(Playbuilder Expenditure)

21.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
The Clerk will report on correspondence that has been received. 

22. YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE
The Youth Representative position is now vacant.  Members are asked to consider the future of this role.

23. VILLAGE LIAISION MEETING

It was agreed at the July meeting to defer this item until the August meeting.
24. MIDLANDS RURAL HOUSING 
At the last Parish Council meeting members agreed to invite Mr. Miles King, Trent Valley Partnership Project Officer, Midlands Rural Housing to attend the September Parish Council meeting to discuss Local Housing Needs.  Members are advised that Mr. Sal Khan, ESBC has agreed to attend the September meeting to discuss PACT groups and are asked if they wish to defer Mr. King’s presentation until the October meeting. 
The Chairman will move that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted that the public and press should be excluded from the meeting. 

5TH August 2009
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