ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 11TH MAY 2009
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

It was necessary to comment on the following applications prior to this meeting:-

TP/11499/019/JI Lopping of two overhanging branches of one oak tree (tree 262 of TPO1), Rear of 113 The Lawns, Mr. Phil Taylor.

Members of Rolleston on Dove Parish Council object to this application.  The tree was in situ long before the neighbouring property was constructed and this should have been taken into consideration when the original planning application was determined.
TP/12107/008/CEH Removal of three branches from one Copper Beech Tree (T48 of TPO24), Copper Beech, South Hill, Mr. Fenwick.

Members had no objections to this application.

CN/10932/018/CEH Removal of front boundary fence and gate, Rose Cottage, Chapel Lane, Mr. Winsnes

Members had no objections to this application.

HO/10932/017/CEH Erection of a 2.38metre high wall and gate, Rose Cottage, Chapel Lane, Mr. Winsnes

Members had no objections to this application.

The following applications have been received:-

HO/24280/012/CEH Erection of a single storey rear extension to form garden room, Woodside House, Church Road, Mr. & Mrs. Ahmet.

2. PLANNING DECISIONS
The following applications have been permitted:-

HO/26377/003/CEH Installation of three replacement UPVC windows to the rear elevation, 5 Shotwood Close.
HO/13962/010/CEH Erection of a two storey side extension and detached double garage, The Cedar Cottage, Hall Grounds. 

HO/32348/001/MA Erection of a rear conservatory and decking, 5 Ealand Street.

HO/32266/002/JI Erection of a car port, 44 The Lawns, Mr. Oakes

3.
PLAYBUILDER

As members are aware the Playbuilder Grant Application was successful.   A meeting took place on Friday 24th April 2009 with Renee Hardman and Caroline Johnson SCC the meeting was also attended by Mr. Edwards, Mr. Chinn, Councillor Fraser and the Clerk.  
Confirmation of Grant Amount: The grant amount awarded was £45,591.00.  Members will be asked to approve the terms and conditions of the grant at the Parish Council meeting.
Payment of Supplier Invoices/Grant

Ms. Hardman advised that the grant is payable upon completion of the project and that although it would not be possible to offer some money upfront to the Parish Council that SCC would be willing to pay invoices on our behalf or for us to pay them and be reimbursed at the end of the project.  It was confirmed that a record should be kept of all receipts for auditing purposes.  The clerk would like to propose that where large expenditure is to be made for one item that the invoice is forwarded to SCC for payment but that wherever possible the Parish Council pay the invoices as it will be easier to control expenditure this way.  
Project Name:  A name for the area needs to be agreed, the name that has been unofficially adopted for the area during the application process was “Craythorne Woods Adventure Area”. Members are asked to consider if they wish this name to remain or if they have an alternative one that they would like to propose.
Signage: A sign has to be erected on site advertising that the play area was funded by DCSF play capital funding.  The details that have to be displayed on the sign are very specific.  The site name should be displayed prominently in sentence case, Avante Garde bold typeface and must be in one of the following approved colours:- Red pantone 185C, Orange Pantone 144C, Green Pantone 368C, Blue Pantone 285C, Purple Pantone 267C.  Members are asked to consider which colour they would like to use. The Parish Council signs currently within the village have green text. 
Council Details: In the designated space on the signage there should clearly be specific council contact details, including phone number/email address so that any queries from members of the general public relating to the play area are dealt with by the relevant council.  Members are asked to approve contact details:- Mrs. H. Light, Clerk to the Council, 
01283 812538, hlight@btinternet.com
Official Opening Protocol:  A very specific protocol has been provided by SCC with regards to the official opening of the site, detailing who should be invited etc.  A programme for the event and ceremony must be agreed at least one month in advance.  The County Council Press Relations Team will draft and issue press notices and will provide press liaison services at the event.  A green ribbon will be used to officially open the site and this will be provided by SCC.  
Siting of storage container:  A storage container will be required for the storage of items during site works.  It is anticipated that we will need to have the container for approximately 3 months.  The proposed area for the siting of the container is Meadow View, as it will be seen by the properties so will therefore have better security then if it was to be situated in Craythorne Car Park.  Members are asked to confirm that they are happy with the container being located in this spot.
Post Installation Inspection (ROSPA):  ROSPA will carry out a post installation inspection for the cost of £395+vat. This includes a risk assessment. A weekly checklist which should be completed for insurance purposes will cost an extra £15.00.  Members are asked to confirm that they are happy for ROSPA to carry out the necessary inspections.
Insurance:  A quotation has been provided by Zurich for total sum insured £31, 451 annual additional premium of £692.02 (all risks with an excess of £100 each claim).  Public Liability, additional annual costs £225.00.  Members are advised that these costs were taken into consideration when the precept was set for the 2009/10 financial year.
Car Park Resurfacing: It is recommended that the proposed works to tarmac the entrance to Craythorne Car Park are delayed until the playbuilder project has been completed.
3.
PLAYBUILDER (continued)
Tendering of Project:  Members are advised that as per our Standing Orders only projects over the value of £50,000 need to be put out to tender and as this project is less than that value there is no need to put the project out for competitive tendering.
Top Soil:  Mr. Edwards has received complaints from dog walkers that they are unable to park their cars when the football club have three matches on.  One way to overcome this issue would be to investigate the possibility of removing the mound of top soil, possibly for use within the playbuilder site and to hardcore the section of car park.  Members are asked to consider this item.

Trees and Paths:  At the last meeting it was agreed that this matter should be reviewed after the Playbuilder application had been determined. 
Mr. Walker Complaint letters: Two further letters of complaint have been received from Mr. Walker since the last Parish Council meeting.  
Items to be ordered:  A list of the items to be ordered is in part 2 of the Clerks Report along with comparative quotations.

Mr. Edwards may wish to update members with other aspects of the project.

4.
FOROS MEETING – PLAYBUILDER PROJECT

A FOROS meeting was held on 27th April to discuss the playbuilder project and to determine which work could be carried out by the volunteers.  It was determined that sub contractors would need to be employed for the construction of some of the items but that a lot of the equipment could be pieced together by the volunteers.  Mr. Chinn or 
Mr. Edwards may wish to report further on this meeting.
5.
RECREATIONAL / OPEN SPACES - VARIOUS


Mr. Gould:  Mr. Gould will be attending the meeting.  Members will be invited to address him with any items that they may wish to discuss.  It is understood that Mr. Gould wishes to discuss the upkeep of the village gateways.



Trim Trail: It was agreed that this request would be reviewed once the playbuilder application had been determined.




MUGA: It was agreed that this item would be reviewed once the playbuilder application had been determined.




Annual Playground Inspections: The Annual Playground Inspections are due.  The Clerk has contacted The Royal Society for the prevention of accidents (ROSPA) with regards to carrying out the inspections as ROSPA were highly recommended during the recent workshops held in relation to playbuilder.  What was made clear was that ROSPA are completely independent whereas many of the inspection companies also have additional interests. ROSPA has quoted £63.00 per site to carry out the playground inspections.  



The Clerk would also propose that ROSPA carry our Risk Assessments of each site @ £20.00 per site (once completed they don’t need to be repeated unless new equipment is installed).  In addition, for insurance purposes a weekly inspection should be made of the play areas with a checklist being completed.  At present our Environmental Officer does check the areas on a weekly basis, but no checklists are filled out.  For £20.00 per site, ROSPA will compile the weekly checklist for completion.  Therefore total proposed cost for both sites, for Annual Inspection, Risk Assessments and compilation of Weekly checklist is £206.00. In order to keep costs down the inspectors visit specific areas at a set time each year, ROSPA are due to carry out the Staffordshire Inspections during August.  Members are asked to approve this expenditure.  

5.
RECREATIONAL / OPEN SPACES – VARIOUS (continued)
Rolleston Football Club: 
Rolleston Football Club has requested a meeting with the Parish Council to discuss the Season commencing September 2009.  Copies of the fixtures for the remaining games to be played at Craythorne have been received along with a list of training sessions for April/May. Permission has been requested for Craythorne Football Club to hold their annual open training session on Craythorne Field on Saturday 13th June 2009, commencing with player registration at 9.30am and finishing at noon.


The Croft – Land Registry: The Registration of the land and rectification of the title is still in the hands of the Land Registry.

The Croft: Application for Registration of Open Space as Village Green:  The application submitted to SCC has still not yet been processed. 


Spread Eagle Island Bench:  Mr. Chinn has reported that the bench adjacent to the Spread Eagle Island has been damaged, possibly be a vehicle driving into it.
Plastic Matting: Members agreed to review this item again at the May meeting.

Jinny Nature Trail:  Mr. Jennings is going to obtain a quotation for a reputable contractor for the proposed works to the Jinny Trail.  

Footpath Walks: This year’s Annual Footpath Walks are due to take place on Tuesday 2nd and Tuesday 9th June, commencing 6.30pm from outside the Spread Eagle Public House.

Craythorne Sewage:  It is apparent that the issues surrounding the sewage at the Craythorne have not been resolved as reported by Miss. Olive, ESBC.  The Clerk has sent a letter to Mr. Bird, ESBC asking for the matter to be re-investigated and has also sent him a copy of a letter that recently appeared in the Burton Mail from some residents of Craythorne Lane concerning the sewage problem.  Mr. Bird has responded to say that he will provide us with an update as soon as possible.
6. ANNUAL AUDIT RETURN FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2009 

An internal Audit of the Parish Councils accounts year ending 31st March 2009 has now taken place.  Members are asked to consider how much they would like to pay Mrs. Woodbine as last year they agreed that her usual payment of £100.00 should be increased as it had remained stagnant for some time.

Year end accounts 2008-2009 financial year: Attached for members is a copy of the accounts for year ending 31st March 2009.  
7.
BEACON ROAD GARDENS

At the last meeting it was agreed that Mr. Chinn and Mr. Fitton would look into this matter.  It appears that Central Networks took a 21 year lease out on the land through the Parish Council in 1986 for a cost of £30.00 per annum with rental reviews to take place every 7 years.  The lease has now expired and Central Networks have continued to pay £30.00per annum since 1986 and no reviews have taken place.  Members are asked to consider the following options which have been put forward:-

Re. Sub Station - Expired Lease
 

There are several options open to us, viz...
a)   Invite renewal of lease at a fair price. (market rate appears to be about £500 to £730 for similar arrangements).
b)   Offer renewal of lease at a peppercorn, but plus a "premium" payable on assignment.
c)   Sale of land to Central Networks.
d)   Consider shorter lease than present.
7.
BEACON ROAD GARDENS (continued)
Beacon Road Gardens

At the last Parish Council meeting Mr. Chinn advised members that he had been advised that the original section of land given to the Parish Council was much larger than the one which is currently maintained.  Mr. Chinn has made the following report:- 

“There is anecdotal evidence that the land at Beacon Road, which was given as allotments by Mosley, is more extensive than at present, and apparently did not appear on the Staffordshire council farm's inventory at the recent change of tenancy. It is understood that comparatively recently, the allotments became disused, fences fell down and consequently the land became ploughed by the farmer who was tenant of the neighbouring field.  The Mosley estate sale papers show that this land was excluded from the sale to Staffs. C.C. in the early 1900s and it is believed that the allotments were given to the Parish for the use of returning soldiers from WW1.  This land is shown on the Mosley map of 1919, and extends in a strip almost to Neville Close...it could be prime land for building if Staffs CC sell their land, and it probably should, if possible , in view of the Allotment Society's needs,  become allotments. Mr. Chinn feels that it may be prudent to ask for Mr. Fraser to open talks with Staffordshire County Council and ask for return of this land”. 

The Clerk has spoken to Mrs. Woodbine who has advised for at least the last 30 years, the only land in the Parish Councils possession has been the area where the two gardens are rented and the section of land where the sub station is.

8.
SAFER ROUTES TO SCHOOL
Mr. Morris may wish to update members with regards to this item.

9.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Members will be invited to make a short report on any items that they have either dealt with or been approached with regards to since the last meeting.
10.
COUNCILLOR VACANCY

ESBC have been advised that Mr. Taylor has offered three months notice.  His last meeting will be Monday 13th July.  Once Mr. Taylor has stepped down after the July meeting, ESBC will provide a Vacancy notice which must be advertised for 14 days.  Unless no less than 10 electors call a by election, a new member can be co-opted onto the Parish Council at the August Parish Council meeting.
11.
CHAIRMANS BADGE
The Clerk has ordered and now received the badge with Mrs. Toon’s details to be attached to the Chairman’s Chain of Office.  The total cost was £42.68.
12.
WILDPLAY IN MAY
      
Staffordshire Wildlife have advised that the last session held in Craythorne Woods was very successful and that they are keen to use Craythorne Woods again on Thursday 28th May, 2-4pm and activities will probably include minibeast hunting, willow crafts and woodland games. Members are asked to approve this request.
13.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
It was necessary to pay the following account out of a meeting: Rainbow Waste (Bin Emptying) £78.20.  Cheque number 1768 was raised and signed by Mr. Toon, Mrs. Toon and the Clerk.
13.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
The following accounts have been received for payment:-

a.
Mrs. H. Light



1769


£590.91



(Clerks Salary, includes increase from 1/4/9)

b.
HM Revenue & Customs


1770


£52.02
(Clerk NI & Tax)

c.
Mrs. H. Light



1771


£32.34



(Telephone & Internet)

d.
Mr. P. Gould



1772


£1244.57

(Environmental & Mowing)
e.
Campaign to Protect Rural England

1773


£50.00


(Annual Donation)
f.
FOJORPS



1774


£150.00






(Community Day donation)

g.
JRB Enterprises



1775


£67.28



(Dog Waste Bags)


h. Petty Cash



1776


£100.00
i. Rolleston Civic Trust


1777


£104.25

(2008 Village Directory)

j. 
Rolleston Civic Trust


1778


£405.60

(Replacement cheque 1760, lost in post)


k.
Thomas Fattorini Ltd


1779


£42.68



(Chairman’s Badge)

l.
Mr. R. Bush



1780


£49.47



(Webmaster, Broadband Fees)


m.
ESBC




1781


£194.95



(March Bin Emptying)


n.
Mr. P. Gould



1782


£225.00



(Tree Works, Spread Eagle Island)
14.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

· SCC Strategic Plan 2009-2012. The Strategic Plan sets out what the council’s vision and priorities are for the next three years.
· CPRE Staffordshire Branch Annual Report 2009

· CPRE Rural Public Transport, Room for Improvement Booklet
· Copy of Tutbury Parish Councils response to ESBC Draft SHLAA consultation

· ESBC Electronic Consultation on Planning Applications

· A letter of concern with regards to the overgrown hedges on School Lane. (This has been reported again to SCC and Councillor Fraser has been copied in on the complaint).
· Notification of Police Surgery, Saturday 9th May (PM), Scout Club Headquarters,

· Letter from ESBC re PACT meetings, a copy is attached for member’s information.
15.
ONGOING ITEMS
Agricultural land for sale within Rolleston: The Parish Councils interest has been registered with local agents.



Temporary Signage (Jinny Public House): members agreed to keep this item under review.
Tennis Courts: members agreed to keep this item under ongoing unless formally approached again by 



Mr. Jobson. 


ESBC: Scale Bars on Planning Applications: No further update is available with regards to this item.

ESBC: 14/16 Burnside: No further update is available with regards to this item.
ESBC: Brook Hollows:  No further update is available with regards to this item.
ESBC: Monkey Puzzle Tree, 10 Beacon Road: No further update has been received with regards to this matter.
ESBC: Shotwood Close Open Space: No further update has been received with regards to this matter.
ESBC: Spread Eagle Windows: No further update has been received with regards to this matter.
ESBC: Winton Hall Grounds: No further update has been received with regards to this matter.
SCC: Marston Lane: No further update has been received with regards to this matter.

SCC: Spread Eagle Fingerpost:  No further update has been received with regards to this matter.

SCC: School lane hedges: No further update has been received with regards to this matter. 
SCC: Footway outside Cherry Cottage: No further update has been received with regards to this matter.
SCC: Double Yellow Lines, Dovecliff Road: No further update has been received with regards to this matter.

SCC: Knowles Hill Speeding Concerns: No further update has been received with regards to this matter.
SCC: Church Road: No further update has been received with regards to this matter.
SCC: Brookside Setts:  A letter has been sent to Mr. Thompson, SCC but to date no response has been received.
Alderbrook Close Flooding: No further update is available with regards to this matter.
The Chairman will move that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted that the public and press should be excluded from the meeting. 





7th May 2009
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