ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 9th FEBRUARY 2009
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following application has been received:-

TN/23567/002/JI Removal of two Holly trees and two conifer trees, reduce one Laurel tree by 50% and trimming of one Holly tree, Spread Eagle Island, Church Road, Rolleston on Dove Parish Council.

It was necessary to comment on the following applications prior to this meeting:-

TP/07413/009/CEH Reduce upper crown of one walnut tree (T1 of TPO number 24), Hilltop, South Hill, 

Mr. Hart.

Members would like to request that the opinion of the tree officer is sought with regards to this application.
TN/04151/005/JI Removal of one Spruce tree, one Leylandi tree and one Lawson Cypress tree, Linden Cottage, 4 Church Road, Mr. Skinner.
Members would like to request that the opinion of the tree officer is sought with regards to this application.
HO/01657/010/CEH Erection of a single storey rear extension, 4 Beacon Road, Rolleston, Mr. & Mrs. Preece.

 
Members of Rolleston on Dove Parish Council object to this application.  

 

Members object to the proposed loss of trees and believe that the development will leave insufficient amenity space for the dwelling.  The house is sited in the Conservation Area and members feel that the proposed extension is large in comparison to the original footprint of the building.  

 

Members understand that a fitness business is run from the property and if the proposed extension is being built in relation to this believe that there will be implications with additional traffic on a narrow part of the road, which is on the "Walking Bus Route". 

2. PLANNING DECISIONS
The following application has been permitted:-


HO/32239/001/CEH Erection of a summerhouse, 7 The Oast House, 7 Alders Reach, Mrs. Minns


HO/16364/010/JPM Erection of a detached garage and workshop, 5 Bladons Yard, Mr. Thorp

TP/20766/013/JI Tree works to three Ash trees, one sycamore tree, one beech tree and one Corsican Pine tree and removal of two Corsican pine trees (T261, T268, W21 and G29 of TPO no 1) Brook Hollows Spinney, 

Off The Lawns, East Staffordshire Borough Council.

HO/17350/011/CEH  Erection of sun room on side elevation and raised patio area with balustrades, 

The Old Hall, Hall Grounds, Mr. P. Taylor.

2. 
PLANNING DECISIONS (continued)

The following applications have been refused:-

PA/20292/031/JI Erection of a detached dwelling including installation of three dormer windows to front elevation, Orchard Barn, School Lane, Mrs. Owen.

PA/01716/005/JI Erection of a detached dwelling, Kelvingrove, South Hill, Mr. Powell.

3.
ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICERS REVIEW
Mr. Gould will be asked to attend the meeting.  Members will be invited to address Mr. Gould with any Mowing or Environmental Issues that they may have.  Mr. Gould has asked for the following item to be included for discussion: - Pesticide spraying round posts.
4.
ESBC – VARIOUS
Urban Design Officer/ Conservation Assistant: These posts remain vacant.  Members are asked to consider if they wish to write again to ESBC with regards to this matter.
Monkey Puzzle Tree, 10 Beacon Road: To be monitored to ensure replacement planting takes place.
Shotwood Close Open Space:  This matter is in the hands of ESBC Enforcements Department the following update was received on 26th January: - “I understand that talks/meetings have taken place in the past and I too have also requested that the works are carried out.  Unfortunately Bellway Homes are choosing to ignore such requests and the Local Planning Authority cannot commence formal enforce action against Bellway Homes to repair the wall.  If it is believed the wall is dangerous then our Building Control department may be able to require the works to be carried out”. 
Spread Eagle Windows: This matter is in the hands of ESBC Enforcements Department a response was received from them on 26th January to say that they will chase the matter again.
Winton Hall Grounds: This matter is in the hands of ESBC Enforcements Department the following update was received on 26th January: “following discussions regarding the submission of a planning application the owner has now decided that they will not be doing so.  Formal enforcement action is currently being considered”. 
39 Knowles Hill: It is understood that this issue has now been resolved between the homeowner and ESBC.
Craythorne Sewage:  The following update has been received from Ms. Olive, ESBC: - “On the 16th December I wrote to the Craythorne Golf Club to require that details of planned works with timescales be submitted to myself by the 16th January.   On the 13th January I received an email from the Craythorne to state that pump replacement will take place over the next three weeks.  I will be visiting the Craythorne around the 18th February to check the works.”
The following letter has been received from Ms. Judy Smith, Environment Officer, Environment Agency following our request for them to visit the site: - “I have been informed of your request for an Environment Officer to visit the Craythorne Golf Club regarding their system for pumping foul sewage from the premises.  I would like to inform you that our remit covers pollution to air, land or water.  If your concerns for the sewage system are other than this, you should contact your Local Authority Environmental Health Department”.   

 

“I have spoken with Miss Olive of the East Staffordshire Borough Council and she has informed me that Mr. Wright of the Craythorne has confirmed there will be work done on the system, replacing of a pump, by 18 February 2009.  I understand Miss Olive has arranged to inspect the work done on this date to ensure it complies with relevant legislation”.
 4.
ESBC – VARIOUS (continued)
Craythorne Sewage (continued):  “As there is work being carried out, or shortly to be carried out on the system, it would not be appropriate to inspect any impact to the watercourse while the work continues.  I am happy to inspect the watercourse once the new pump is installed and the work has ceased.  In the mean time, if you feel there is considerable pollution to the watercourse, you may call me or our 24 hour free phone number, 0800 80 70 60, to report it”

Shotwood Hill Footpath: Mr. Oates has replied to say that this is a BCV issue and that the gate is to National Requirements however he will look to see if he could make any minor adjustments.  Mr. Chinn has spoken with Mr. & Mrs. Thompson who are most concerned about any adjustments being made to the gate, as the type of gate to be installed was discussed and agreed with them by BCV prior to it’s installation last year.  In light of this Mr. Chinn has suggested that no further adjustments should be made to the gate. As no complaints have been made in the past few months with regards to the access, members may wish to discuss this matter. 
Footpath from Westbury Homes to Craythorne Field:  Mr. Oates was meeting with a contractor on site on 23rd January in order to obtain a quotation for a hand rail to be installed. 
Brook Hollows:  Mr. Oates has advised as follows:  “Unfortunately Bethan Golland who was looking at this issue and Tony Cunnington who originally dealt with the Grounds Maintenance have both left ESBC and Tony’s assistant Trudi Joyce has been working very hard to cover her own job and take on some of Tony’s responsibilities.  I think it would be best if we can have a site meeting with Trudi present, so that we can draw on the maps what is required and agree to the optimum level of maintenance”.


Meadow View Flooding:  Mr. Oates was meeting with two contractors on site on 23rd January to obtain quotations for a French drain to be installed.
Scale Bars on Planning Applications: Members have agreed to keep this item on the agenda in order to allow ESBC time to install new computer software.

Precept: This has been submitted to ESBC.  At the last Parish Council meeting it was agreed that some projects should be agreed as having a figure of £20,000 in Capital Expenditure was to vague.  It was suggested that the following projects should have money allocated towards them: - Concrete the entrance to Craythorne Car Park, painting of Elizabeth Avenue and Meadow View play areas railings, new office photocopier, works on the Jinny Nature Trail ditches, purchase of equipment for FOROS, and £5,000 to be allocated towards the playbuilder project.  
Forum meeting: The next meeting is due to be held on Wednesday 11th February 2009, commencing 6.30pm.

Planning Applications Committee Meeting:   Mr. Chinn has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.  A copy of a report made by Mr. Chinn is attached for member’s perusal.
14/16 Burnside: Mr. Taylor raised his concerns at the last meeting with regards to 14/16 Burnside.  The Clerk has written to ESBC and received the following response from Miss. El Hakiem, Planning Officer: - “I am writing in connection with your recent letter regarding the above site.  Unfortunately, the last application was made in 2006 and therefore we are unaware who owns the property.  We would need to do a land registry search.  In terms of action, the only course we may be able to take is to serve a listed building repair notice.  I will investigate this option with our enforcement department, and get back to you in due course”.  Since this email Mr. Morris has passed the contact details of the owners to Miss. El Hakiem.
 4.
ESBC – VARIOUS (continued)
PA/25930/014/CEH: Conversion of existing barns to form a single dwelling and erection of a detached double garage, Swallows Barn, Lodge Hill, Mrs. Taylor.  Members agreed at the last meeting that we should contact ESBC and ask them what grounds they have decided to grant the application on.  The Clerk has now received a copy of the delegated decision report and a copy is attached for member’s perusal.
5.
SCC - VARIOUS 

The Clerk has written to Mr. Rayson, SCC with regards to the following items:- Church Road kerbs, Hall Grounds road markings, Bus shelter (opposite Hall Road), Footway outside Cherry Cottage, Dovecliff Road double yellow lines, Request for speed analysis from the signs that were positioned on Station Road and Knowles Hill, Village Lengthsman maps, Marston lane passing points, Spread Eagle fingerpost. 
Setts/Cobbles:  The information obtained from North Yorkshire County Council has been forwarded to Mr. Rayson asking him to consider installing similar granite setts along Brookside.
Rock Salt Containers:  The Clerk has spoken with Mr. Mckeown, SCC with regards to this issue.  It is not County Policy to put bins out for use on the footways.  If there is extreme/severe continuation of weather they would endeavour to grit the footways by Schools.  Mr. Mckeown explained that if bins were put out and stocked and third parties gritted the footway there could be a litigation issue.  It was explained that if a third party attempts to clear the footway it could be seen that the danger has been taken away, therefore giving a false sense of security.  It could result in a public liability claim.
With regards to gritting of the roads, there is a certain criteria that must be met to have additional roads added onto the gritting list.  This criteria is based on gradient of road, severity of bend, traffic volume, and population of disabled and elderly people.
Signage: The following email has been received from David Kidney, via Staffordshire Parish Councils Association: - “I have been urging the County Council to change its policy relating to the provision of road signs directing motorists to "post offices" and "village centres" in cases where these locations are off main roads. In the course of my ongoing correspondence with the Council on this subject I have been asked for any examples of where there are no such signs and a post office or a village centre would benefit from such a sign. I think the Council wants some idea of likely cost if the policy were to change. Is there any information that you have, or could obtain by surveying your members that might be helpful?”
HGV’s:  The clerk has passed details of two HGV’s seen passing through the village to P.C. Lear.  P.C. Lear has advised that he is unable to trace foreign lorries via the National Database, so he is unable to act upon any information passed on to him for foreign registration plates.

6. PLAYBUILDER 

This matter has progressed somewhat since the last Parish Council meeting.  Mr. Edwards and the Clerk attended the playbuilder road show held on Thursday 15th January and attended seminars on insurance provision, inspections and maintenance as well as listening to talks on Natural play and risk and managing risk in play.  Mr. Morris and the Clerk met with Jav Oomer, Commander Neighbourhood Policing Unit on Friday 23rd January to discuss the letter that had been received from P.C. Clarke, Crime Reduction Officer.  The meeting was very positive and Inspector Oomer said that he felt the issues raised could be overcome and that he would meet with P.C. Clarke and send us an additional letter stating that he was in support of the proposals and that he feels there is a lack of Youth provision in Rolleston.  
6.
PLAYBUILDER (continued)

A lady from Staffordshire Youth Services also attended the meeting and suggested that we contact Vicki Brearley, ESBC with regards to our proposals and she thought that Miss. Brearley would provide a letter of endorsement for our proposals as she arranged play days in the summer and felt that our scheme could be used as a venue.  It was also suggested that we got in touch with Karen Hulbert who looks after the Duke of Edinburgh students. 
In order to satisfy the application, an open session will be held on Saturday 14th February, from 10am until 12noon, Old Grammar School Rooms where the plans and proposals will be on display.  Members are asked to confirm who will be available on the 14th to talk to visitors with regards to the proposals. The Clerk has contacted the School and they have agreed to place an article on their school newsletter advertising the open session.  The Clerk has also asked the School, Scouts and Football Club if they would be willing to write a letter endorsing our application as no formal show of support has been received from them following our original consultation letter. 
A recreational sub committee meeting was then held on Monday 26th January following the Village Liaison meeting.  This meeting was attended by the full majority of Parish Councillors.  It was reported at the meeting that planning permission would be required for our application as well as change of use for the area from Agricultural to Recreational.  At this meeting members unanimously agreed that Mr. Edwards should proceed with the planning application.  The application has now been completed and submitted to ESBC.  It was agreed at the Recreational sub committee meeting that a decision should be made at the Parish Council meeting as to if a Climbing Cube or Folly should be included in the final plan.  Members all confirmed that they had adequate information to review the proposed equipment and make a decision at the meeting to be held on 9th February.  It still needs to be agreed which members will carry out the risk assessments on the proposed equipment and which members will review the completed application form.
Members are advised that on the 5th January Recreational sub committee meeting a date was set for Monday 16th February for a Recreational Sub Committee Meeting.  Members of the sub committee are asked to consider if this meeting is still required.

Play Policy: It was agreed at the Recreational Sub Committee meeting that the ESBC Play Strategy should be adopted by the Parish Council at its next meeting on 9th February.
7.
RECREATIONAL

Damaged Footsteps Multiplay with slide, E. Avenue Play Area:  Quotations are in part 2 of the clerks report.

Picnic Area Proposed Play Equipment:  We have been successful in our grant application through County Councillor Fraser for £670.00 towards the manufacturing of a timber tractor and trailer to compliment the picnic area.  Mr. Chinn and Mr. Edwards have purchased and personally collected the wood from a company in Corby.  Cheque number 1730 has been raised in order to reimburse Mr. Chinn for the payment made for the cost of the wood, van hire & diesel for a total of £565.26.  
Play Conference:  An invitation has been received to attend a “Play Conference” being held at Branston Golf Club on Thursday 5th March from 9.15am until 1pm.  Mr. Chinn and the Clerk have both indicated that they will be willing to attend.

PCSO’s/Youth Workers:  At the meeting that was attended by Mr. Morris and the Clerk with Jav Oomer, he advised that the police resources were due to treble in the village over the coming months as some new PCSO’s had been recruited for a period of 18 months and were being funded by Staffordshire County Council to work with the Youth Services.  Inspector Oomer advised that Rolleston and Stretton were two of the areas that would be focussed on.  At this meeting Di, from Staffordshire Youth Services advised that they were looking for a venue with a room which the Youths could use.  Mr. Morris suggested she contact Rev. Whitehead.  An article has since appeared in the Burton Mail and a copy is attached for member’s perusal.   
8.
FLOODING
Flood Wardens Meeting: This meeting was held on Thursday 15th January and was poorly attended.  Attached is a copy of notes made at the meeting for members review.
Alderbrook Close Flooding:  A further letter has been sent to Mr. Myles Leslie, Severn Trent Water asking for a copy of the consultants report on flooding for the village.
9.
OUTDOOR ISSUES - VARIOUS
Spread Eagle Island Bench: The wording needs to be agreed for the memorial plaque.   The Clerk would like to suggest that the following wording may be suitable: 
“Presented by Rolleston on Dove Parish Council” 

In memory of Ken Bradley, serving Parish Councillor 1991 – 2006 
Parish Council Chairman 1991 – 1995.

Spread Eagle Island Tree works:  There has been a delay in the application as Mr. Gould was unable to identify one of the trees proposed for felling due to there being no leaves on it.  The application was therefore rejected by ESBC.  Peter Eastaugh, ESBC Tree Officer has now been out to site and was also unable to identify the tree but believes it may be a spindle which is a rare tree.  He has therefore requested that the tree is left until it is in leaf and he will come back out on site.  Mr. Eastaugh advised that he did not have any objections in principle to the rest of the proposed works, so the application has now been resubmitted to ESBC.

Repair of village benches:  The materials have been ordered for the restoration of the benches and delivery is expected within the next couple of weeks.  

Dog waste bag dispensers:  Two additional dispensers have now been installed on the entrance to Shotwood Hill Footpath and Walford Road.

The Croft: This item was raised at the last meeting.  Members are advised that we received a letter in September 2008 from SCC with regards to our application for the Registration of a Town or Village Green on land at the south side of the Spread Eagle Public House advising that the matter has not yet been progressed as there are a number of applications which have been made which precede ours and so it is likely to be some time before it achieves requisite ranking.  
Craythorne Car Park: At the last Parish Council meeting members agreed that money should be allocated in the 2009/10 precept for works to Craythorne Car Park.  Based on this information, the Clerk has arranged to meet with some contractors to provide quotations for the works.  In addition, she arranged for the quotations for the tarmaccing of the footpath from Elizabeth Avenue to Beacon Road as in March 2008 the Recreational Sub Committee agreed that quotations should be sought and they never were.  The thought process was that the same contractor may be able to complete the same jobs and offer a better rate.  It is not anticipated that the quotes will be presented before the March Parish Council meeting and therefore any decisions if made at this time would affect the 2009/10 precept.    It appears that it has been questioned why the Clerk was obtaining quotations and I hope that the above information clarifies this situation.
10.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Members will be invited to make a short report on any items that they have either dealt with or been approached with regards to since the last meeting.

11.
BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION

It was agreed at the last meeting that this item should be added to the agenda for further discussion.

12.
VILLAGE HANDYMAN

It was agreed last year that this item should be reviewed again in February 2009.

13.
FRIENDS OF ROLLESTON OPEN SPACES

Mr. Chinn has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

14.
PACT MEETINGS

Mr. Fitton has asked for the PACT Item to be added to the agenda.  P.C. Lear has advised in the past that he is unable to attend Rolleston Parish Council meetings as he has been told that the PACT meetings take precedence over the Parish Council.  The Clerk has contacted Tutbury Parish Council Clerk as she understood that Tutbury were taking part in the PACT programme and has received the following response: - “We have not participated in any PACT meetings as such, though we have been working with the borough and county councils on specific issues e.g. parking in the village and attempting to save the former school in Cornmill Lane”.
15.
ROLLESTON PRE-SCHOOL

Mr. Taylor has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.  Members were issued with a copy of the letter from Rolleston pre-school at the last Parish Council meeting.
16.
ROLLESTONIAN OF THE YEAR
Notices have been placed in the noticeboards asking for nominations to be received by 1st April 2009.  An article has also been placed in the Rollestonian with regards to the nomination process.  The Parish Council then need to agree who the award will be presented to at the April Parish Council meeting with the award being presented at the Annual Parish meeting on 20th April.  
17.
ITEMS RAISED AT THE VILLAGE LIASION MEETING

Trim Trail: It was suggested that a “Trim Trail” should be considered for Craythorne Woods.


Memorial Bench: Mr. Martin raised that over the last couple of years three previous Parish Councillors had passed away and that whilst he recognized a bench was being installed in memory of Ken Bradley, he felt that both Frank Hall and Erl Thornewill had been overlooked.  Mr. Martin advised members that Frank Hall had been Chairman of the Parish Council and had served over 30 years working right until his death auditing accounts etc.

Memorial bench by public subscription: Mr. Partington asked if money was raised by public subscription for a memorial bench would the PC arrange for its installation.


Cemetery:  Mr. Martin reported that some time ago the Borough Council enlarged the turning circle and that he understood that there was still some work to be done but that this had never taken place.  Mr. Martin advised that the area was now becoming dangerous again and that he would like the Parish Council to pursue the matter with ESBC.


The Clerk has liaised with Mr. Martin and also looked through the old minute books and found that this item was raised in June 2006 and that ESBC had advised that the area should be tarmacced by April 2007.  These works have never taken place.  The Clerk has written to ESBC, Cemetery Manager with regards to this.

18. ROLLESTON SCOUT CARNIVAL – APPEAL
The following letter has been received from Rolleston Scout Group:-

“The Rolleston Scout Carnival this year is on Sunday 10th May 2008.  In the past the Parish Council have been generous in sponsoring the prizes.  We are therefore hoping that they would be willing to do so again this year.  In the past there has been little use of the Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field for car parking.  However, we do need to offer somewhere to discourage parking on the road near the Scout HQ.  Therefore we are requesting this use again.  We do appreciate the Parish Councils support of this event, which benefits the village and the Scout Group”.

19.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
The following accounts have been received for payment:-

a.
Mrs. H. Light


1731


£565.21




(Clerks Salary)

b.
HM Revenue & Customs

1732


£41.77

(Clerk NI & Tax)

c.
Mrs. H. Light


1733


£30.00






(Telephone & Internet)

d.
Mr. P. Gould


1734


£1208.33


(Environmental & Mowing)

e.
ESBC



1735


TBC






(Bin Emptying)


f.
Viking Office Supplies

1736


£60.38



(Stationery)

g. JRB Enterprises


1737


£363.52

(Dog bag Dispensers & Waste Bags)

h. Shaw & Sons Limited

1738


£1085.37


(Minute books)

i. 
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust
1739


£36.00



(Annual Membership)


j.
Mr. B. Edwards


1740


£190.01


(Planning Application Fees, Craythorne)

20.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
· Entry Form for 20th Annual Pancake Races, Saturday 28th February, The Croft 2.00pm
· A complaint was received with regards to the formalisation of the bus stop on Station Road (opposite Westbury Homes Development).  The clerk has advised the complainant to take the matter up with SCC.

· Burton & Uttoxeter anti-social behaviour handbook, guide to the law by Janet Dean, MP.

· Notification of Police Surgery, Saturday 7th February, 1.30pm – 2.30pm, Scout Headquarters Car Park.
21.
ONGOING ITEMS
Village Sign: Restoration/Replacement to be considered when setting 2009/10 Precept.

Agricultural land for sale within Rolleston: The Parish Councils interest has been registered with local agents.

Brookside Railings:  the contractors have reassured the clerk that the remainder of the work will be carried out when the weather improves.


Jinny Nature Trail Ditches: to be reviewed in spring 2009.


MUGA: to be reviewed in March / April 2009 when the Playbuilder application has been determined.


Temporary Signage (Jinny Public House): members agreed to keep this item under review.
Tennis Courts: members agreed to keep this item under ongoing unless formally approached again by 
Mr. Jobson.
Minute Books:  The last twelve years of minute books have now been bound and returned.  We were successful in our grant application through County Councillor Fraser of £600.00 towards the cost of the books.
The Chairman will move that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted that the public and press should be excluded from the meeting. 







2nd February 2009
