ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY  8TH SEPTEMBER 2008
PRESENT





Mr. J. Winstone, Acting Chairman
Mr. B. Edwards





Mrs. R. Carlton





Mr. J. Toon





Mrs. S. Redgrave





Mrs. C. Warren





Mr. B. Chinn





Mr. J. Morris





Mr. A. Fitton





Mrs. H. Light, Clerk




Five members of the public and County Councillor Fraser were in attendance.

30.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PETITIONS 


Tennis Courts: Mr. Jobson spoke to members with regards to the possibility of installing Tennis Courts on Meadow View.  Mr. Jobson reminded members that he had approached them some time ago with regards to the matter, and had since looked at the possibility of tennis courts within the Winterley Lodge planning application, but since this had been rejected he would like to open discussions with the Parish Council.



Mr. Jobson advised members that he had liaised with the Clerk previously with regards to this matter and had been advised that the deeds for Meadow View stated that it should be used for “Public Open Space” only and asked if the same covenant was attached to Craythorne Field which was used by local Football teams, presumably at a charge.



The Chairman thanked Mr. Jobson for raising the item and advised that he would be unable to respond to the matter at this meeting, but would have the item added to the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting to be held in October.  Mr. Jobson left the meeting.


Village Christmas Tree: Mr. Martin asked the Parish Council if they would be willing to purchase a village Christmas Tree again this year to be placed on the frontage of the Almshouses.  Members unanimously agreed for a 12ft tree to be purchased at an approximate cost of £95.00.



Brook Hollows: Mr. Martin advised members that Brook Hollows had been cut again by ESBC, but that a very poor job had been completed and that they hadn’t strimmed the banks or cut the grass opposite Starbucks.

31.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



Apologies for absence were received from Mrs. B. Toon, Mr. P. Taylor. 
32.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the previous meeting were signed as a true record.
33.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR FRASER 


Mr. Fraser advised members that there would be a Playbuilder Roadshow on 24th October in Uttoxeter and he advised that it would be most beneficial for a member of the Parish Council to attend.  



Community Gangs:  Mr. Fraser advised that he had received the correspondence from us with regards to the works being carried out by the Community Gangs, and advised that the works to be carried out by the gangs is stuff smaller than general maintenance.  Mr. Fraser advised that a meeting was being held on 12th September with SCC to discuss the Community Gangs programme and recommended that Parish Council was represented at this meeting.
33.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR FRASER (continued)


School Lane, Hedges:  Mr. Morris asked Mr. Fraser to look into the overgrown hedges on School Lane as they had been reported to SCC at the end of the last school term and again since by the Parish Council but that no action had been taken to cut back the hedge.

Mr. Fraser left the meeting
34.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

There were no matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting.

35. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD SEPTEMBER 2008
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
Members made the following comments on recent planning applications:-
HO/13248/004/JPM Erection of a single storey front and side extension and construction of pitched roofs to replace existing flat roofs, The Plantation, Fiddlers Lane, Tutbury, Mr. & Mrs. Rogers.
Members had no objections to this application.
HO/13248/005/JPM Conversion and extension of existing garage to form ancillary living accommodation including the construction of pitched roof, The Plantation, Fiddlers Lane, Mr. & Mrs. Rogers. 

Members object to this application.  Members believe that the application should not have been accepted as what is being proposed is not practical.  Members also object as they are against a dwelling being built outside of the village envelope. 

PA/10486/021/JPM Conversion of stables to farm shop, existing store into toilet facilities and associated car parking, Craythorne Farm, Craythorne Road, Stretton, Miss. Brown. 

In principle members support this application.  Members would like it to be ensured that the hedge fronting Craythorne Road is retained, as specified in the Landscaping Section of the Design and Access Statement.  Members would also like to know what materials are proposed for the car parking area, as this is not specified and they understand that new laws now govern the materials used for driveways.
LB/16338/014/JPM Replacement of three existing windows, Tudor House, 3 Church Road, Ms. Gillespie

Members had no objections to this application.

2. PLANNING DECISIONS

Members noted the planning decisions.

3.
PLANNING ENFORCEMENTS


Winton, Hall Grounds 

Members noted that no further response had been received from ESBC on this matter.


Spread Eagle Windows 


Members noted that no further response had been received from ESBC on this matter.


.
35. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD SEPTEMBER 2008 (continued)
4.
BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORT

Hall Road – Fiddlers Lane Hedge:  Mr. Morris reported that these had still not been cut.


WASP Grant:  Mr. Morris advised that he had been made aware that each Borough Councillor would have up £2,000 available for WASP Grants not the original £1,000 that he had expected.  Mr. Morris advised that he was applying for £750.00 for the Almshouses and asked Parish Council members to consider other projects which may be suitable to receive a grant.  It was agreed that the Picnic Benches for Craythorne Woods would be suitable and also the memorial bench for Mr. Bradley.

Craythorne Field:  Mr. Morris reported that he had been advised that 5 quad bikes had been seen on the field and that they had gained access by lifting them over the barriers.  In addition Mr. Morris reported that a lady had had her handbag stolen from her car whilst parked in Craythorne Car Park.  Mr. Morris asked for Craythorne Car Park to be added as an agenda item for the next meeting.

Anslow:  Mr. Morris reported that Hallam Homes were holding an exhibition in Anslow Village Hall on 15th & 16th September, to outline their proposals for 750 new homes and a new school to be built in Anslow on a 40hectare development.  Mr. Morris advised that the proposal by Hallam Homes does not have planning permission at this stage although it is understood that they will apply for planning permission after holding two consultations with the general public.
5.
ENVIRONMENTAL & MOWING OFFICERS REVIEW MEETING



Mr. Gould reported that he had noticed an increase in litter, especially around the Elizabeth Avenue Area and he endeavoured to ensure it was picked as regular as possible.  It was reported that the grass was growing rampantly and that as of 16th September; he would have carried out all scheduled cuts for the season.  Mr. Gould added that he had mown The Croft weekly, with the additional cuts being free of charge to the Parish Council.  Mr. Gould commented that he had noticed that The Croft had been used more regularly for wedding photographs etc.  


Mr. Gould advised the meeting that in the Brook opposite the Almshouses there were lots of reeds gathering and that approximately two years ago they had been sprayed by the Environment Agency.  Mr. Gould asked if we could ask them to carry out some spraying again in this area.



Mr. Edwards advised Mr. Gould that the last cut of Craythorne Field was appalling.  Mr. Gould advised the meeting that he had looked at the field and agreed that it was not acceptable and he would get it sorted as soon as possible.  Mr. Gould was thanked by the Chairman for carrying out the extra cuts.



Mr. Gould was also asked to provide a quotation for the repair of the village benches. 



The Chairman thanked Mr. Gould for his report and Mr. Gould left the meeting.

6.
RECREATIONAL (Clerks Report Items 6 & 7)

Mr. Winstone reported on the recent Recreational sub-committee meeting which had been held and summarised the items discussed as follows:-

.  

Rolleston Football Club: Mr. Winstone advised that Mr. Gopsill had now been elected to serve as Chairman of Rolleston Football Club.  The meeting was advised that at present there are 11 teams within Rolleston Football Club, with a total of 150 players in both 9 a side and 11 a side, with approximately 80% of the players coming from Rolleston.  Mr. Winstone advised that the Football Club had advised us that at present there are two pitches marked out and that the third pitch is due to be marked out and once this had been completed, they would rotate usage of the pitches.  Mr. Winstone also advised members that the club are currently in the process of applying for chartered status which would then allow them to be able to obtain funding and grants and that they hoped they could achieve this within the next 12 months.  Mr. Gopsill advised that the players did pay a registration fee at the beginning of the season, but these were used against things such as new kits which cost approximately £450 per kit and that it had been necessary for them to purchase 3 new kits this season.    

35. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD SEPTEMBER 2008 (continued)
6.
RECREATIONAL (continued)
Rolleston Football Club: Mr. Winstone advised that at present on a Sunday, approximately 3 games are played with games being played in both the morning and afternoon.  The meeting was also advised that training takes place on a Friday evening and Saturday morning.  In addition, we were advised that one team currently plays at Shobnall as they can’t be accommodated at Craythorne and that as of mid-October the evening training sessions take place at Repton as they have flood lit facilities.  The Chairman reported that the difficulties of other teams using the pitches had also been discussed at that Rolleston Football Club had been advised that they had the Parish Councils permission to use the pitches and as they were the only club to have permission to use the pitches, then they could challenge other teams using the field.  


The Parish Council meeting discussed the above and it was concluded that as there are no rules other than the byelaws governing the use of the field, then nobody has the right to stop people playing on it.  Members also discussed the usage of the field by Stretton Eagles and it was noted that the goal mouths were now damaged.  It was agreed that further discussions needed to take place with regards to the regulation of both the use of the field and the car park.

Craythorne Car Park:  It was previously agreed that this item should be added to the October Agenda for further discussion. 
Craythorne Playing Field:  It was agreed that this item should be added to the October Agenda in order for further discussions to take place. 
Annual Playground Reports:  Mr. Winstone reported that the reports had been reviewed and that the Recreational sub committee proposed that as the issues identified were only graded as low risk and very low risk issues than no further works should be carried out at this stage.  

MUGA: Mr. Winstone advised that a letter had been sent to De Ferrers asking for their permission to hand out a questionnaire to students with regards to the proposed MUGA.  Mr. Winstone also advised that a further sub-committee meeting would be arranged once the questionnaires had been completed and collated and that Miss. O’Hare from ESBC would be asked to attend a meeting to discuss funding opportunities.  The Chairman was asked what the recreational sub committee would consider to be a satisfactory response from the De Ferrers students with regards to a need for a MUGA.  The Chairman asked Mr. Edwards to attend a future meeting of the recreational sub committee so that the issues and concerns regarding the MUGA could be discussed in further detail. 
Picnic Area:  The Chairman thanked Mr. Edwards, Mr. Chinn and Mr. Jennings for all of the work that they had carried out on the picnic area.  The Parish Council acknowledged that Mr. Jennings had provided a lot of plant equipment free of charge for the project, and that it would have cost the Parish Council a considerable amount of money had they needed to hire equipment. 
7. 
CRAYTHORNE - VARIOUS


Picnic Area:  Mr. Edwards advised that he would like to see a wooden tractor or train within the picnic area for children to play on.  It was agreed that members supported this proposal and suggested that we may wish to invite Mr. Underhill to come up with some ideas and to discuss them with Mr. Edwards.
Footpath from Westbury to Craythorne Field: Members noted the response from ESBC.
Friends of Rolleston Open Spaces – Constitution: It was agreed that a Public Meeting should be arranged in order to form a Friends of Rolleston Open Spaces co-ordination committee.  Mr. Chinn advised that he had been asked how the group would work with organisations, and advised that in his opinion, anyone was welcome to join the group, but that the group was to be formed of a group of individuals.  It was a agreed that a date should be arranged for a Public Meeting at the next Parish Council meeting.  
It was agreed that once the picnic area had been completed the Burton Mail should be invited to come along and photograph the picnic area.

35. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD SEPTEMBER 2008 (continued)
8.
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE / YOUTH COUNCIL (Clerks Report, Item 5)
Mrs. Redgrave advised members that she knew of a young lady who was very keen to become Youth Representative.  She advised that she is 16, a student at De Ferrers and lives in Rolleston.  It was agreed that she should be invited to attend the next meeting and that if members were in agreement as to her suitability she should be co-opted onto the Parish Council.

9.
MEETING ROOM HIRE (Clerks Report, Item 9)

It was agreed to defer this matter until the October meeting.  The Clerk was asked to check availability for the Old Grammar School Rooms should the Parish Council decide to move the location for it’s meetings.

10.
THE CROFT – TREES (Clerks Report, Item 8)

Members noted that no communication had been received recently from either the Land Registry or SCC with regards to the Registration of The Croft and that the Clerk would chase this matter up with the relevant authorities.


Members noted that the Clerk was meeting with Mr. Gould this week in order to submit the planning application for the tree works on The Croft.

11. STANDING ORDERS 



Mr. Edwards proposed, Mr. Morris seconded and members unanimously agreed that the following should be added to Standing Orders:-

Extraordinary meetings of the Council

· The Chairman of the Council may at any time call an extraordinary meeting of the Council 

· If the office of Chairman is vacant, or if the Chairman is unable to act for any reason, the Vice-Chairman of the Council may at any time call an extraordinary meeting of the Council 

· Any two members of the Council may call an extraordinary meeting of the Council if a requisition for such a meeting signed by those members has been presented to the Clerk. 

· Where any person or persons decide to call an extraordinary meeting of the Council, that decision shall be signified to the Clerk together with the business to be transacted by the person or persons concerned. The Clerk shall thereupon ensure that the notices and summonses giving three clear days' notice of the extraordinary meeting are published and sent as soon as practicable.
Mr. Fitton suggested that an “emergency committee” for the Parish Council should be formed.
12. DOG FOULING BINS (Clerks Report, Item 8)

Mr. Fitton proposed, Mr. Edwards seconded and it was unanimously agreed that a dog bag dispenser should be purchased and trialled for the bin located at the end of the Meadow View Jitty.  It was agreed that our Environmental Officer should be asked to refill the bags as required.

13.
SCC - HIGHWAYS MATTERS (Clerks Report, Item 2)

Members noted the details of the following items outstanding with SCC:-

SCC – CHURCH ROAD KERBS, in the hands of SCC
SCC – ROAD MARKINGS – HALL GROUNDS, to be re-instated next time machine in the village
SCC – BUS SHELTER, PC have confirmed would like a shelter
SCC - FOOTWAY OUTSIDE CHERRY COTTAGE, in the hands of SCC
SCC – DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD, in the hands of SCC
SCC – KNOWLES HILL SPEEDING CONCERNS, in the hands of SCC
SCC – VILLAGE LENGTHSMAN MAPS, in the hands of SCC
SCC – SPREAD EAGLE FINGERPOST, in the hands of SCC

SCC – ATHLESTAN WAY FOOTWAY, SCC has advised that resurfacing is scheduled to take place in September.

SCC – LEAP REPORT, the re-inspection report has been forwarded to Councillor Fraser
35. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD SEPTEMBER 2008 (continued)
13. SCC - HIGHWAYS MATTERS (continued)
SCC – COMMUNITY GANGS, the details of the meeting were noted.

SCC – Footpath 14 nettles, these have been reported to SCC who have advised that they carried out clearance of the nettles in May and will do so again in September.

SCC – Blocked Drain O/S 2 Beacon Road, this was first reported in July, but the issue still remains.  Mr. McKeown has advised that the drain was cleared when the item was first reported so he will now arrange for further investigative work to take place to establish why the drain is still blocked.

SCC – Overgrown hedges School Lane, these have been reported.  

14. CPRE – HOUSING CAMPAIGN MEETING (Clerks Report, Item 11)

Members noted the details of this item.

15. CLERKS REPORT & AGENDAS


Mr. Morris reported that he had recently spoken with David Duckitt, ESBC with regards to the Agenda’s and Clerks Report as it is specified that any items to be discussed at a meeting should be listed on the agenda.  
Mr. Duckitt advised Mr. Morris that whilst legally the Agenda and Clerks Report were passable, it was considered bad practice that it states Clerks Report Dated etc, as it does not give the public an opportunity to see what is due to be discussed prior to arriving at a meeting.  It was agreed that our Agenda’s should be changed. 

The Clerk showed members a copy of the Tutbury Parish Council Agenda and a “Model Agenda” provided by the Society of Local Council Clerks.  Mr. Edwards advised members that he had recently attended some other local Parish Council meetings and that the Clerks played an active role in the meetings proceedings.  

16.
SPCA – AFFILIATION FEES 2007/08 

Members noted the details of this item.

17.
VILLAGE LIASION MEETING


Members noted the details of this item.  Mrs. Warren passed her apologies for the meeting.
18.
ESBC – FORUM MEETING (Clerks Report, Item 4)

Members noted the details of this item.

19.
ROLLESTONIAN OF THE YEAR (Clerks Report, Ongoing Items)

Members viewed the proposal for the Rollestonian of the Year award and paragraph 2 was amended.  

Mr. Edwards proposed that members adopt the proposal, Mr. Chinn seconded the proposal and it was unanimously agreed to proceed with the “Rollestonian of the Year award”.  It was agreed that an item should be added in the December issue of the Rollestonian, and was suggested that we could also ask Mr. Martin if he would have some space available on the front page to promote the award. 

20.
HGV’S (Clerks Report, Item 12)

It was agreed that as many people as possible should try and obtain details of lorries within the village that appeared to be breaking the weight limit and that the details should be forwarded through to our Local Neighbourhood Policing Unit.  It was agreed that a letter should be sent to companies of lorries seen to be regularly using the village, asking them to confirm that they are in the village on official business.
It was proposed to suspend standing orders and continue with the meeting.

35. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD SEPTEMBER 2008 (continued)
21.
OUTDOOR ISSUES – VARIOUS (Clerks Report, Item 8)
Spread Eagle Island: Members were asked to look at the area again prior to the next meeting so it could be discussed what further work was required. It was agreed that improvements had already been made making visibility better and the area more ascetically pleasing.
Memorial Bench:  Members noted Mrs. Bradley’s letter.  It was agreed to purchase the Classic Memorial bench, 5ft, from Classic Garden Furniture Company at an approximate cost of £495.00 + V.A.T.  Mr. Edwards advised that Friends of Rolleston Open Spaces could install the bench and estimated that costs would be approximately £100.00.  
Footpath 14 fencing:  Members noted the details of this item. 

Land adjacent to Spread Eagle Island: Members agreed that as long as it was clear that there was no established owner of the land, then it wouldn’t be necessary to register the land, and incur potential costs.  Members were happy that the land could never be used for building land.
Repair of village benches: Mr. Gould was asked to provide a quotation for the repair of the benches earlier in the meeting.
Jinny Nature Trail:  Mr. Winstone agreed to contact Mr. Hart and advise him that we were happy for him to do some strimming along the trail.  Mr. Gawthorpe advised members that the Civic Trust has a certain amount of equipment which they used to use for maintaining Brook Hollows, and that it may be possible for the Parish Council to use the equipment. 

22. CRAYTHORNE – SEWAGE (Clerks Report, Item 4)
Mr. Chinn made a report on the sewage that had been leaking from Craythorne Golf Club and advised that he was not entirely happy with the response and action that had been taken by ESBC.  It was agreed that we should continue to monitor the situation and Mr. Morris was asked to speak to the Environmental Health Department at ESBC with our concerns.

23. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

It was resolved that the following accounts should be paid:-
a.
Mrs. H. Light



1681



£584.41




(Clerks Salary)

b.
Mrs. H. Light



1682



£22.74




(Telephone & Internet)

c.
Mr. P. Gould



1683



£1208.3


(Environmental & Mowing)

d.
ESBC




1684



£298.78

(Bin Emptying)
e.
St Marys Church



1685



£39.36



(Recycling Incentive)
f.
Audit Commission


1686



£470.00


(External Audit)

g.
Industrial Coating Services

1687



£559.30


(Brookside Railings)

h.
Mr. Richard Bush



1688



£56.53



(Domain Renewal, Two months rental)

35.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD SEPTEMBER 2008 (continued)
23. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
i.
Mr. B. Edwards



1689



£140.00


(Materials for Craythorne Picnic Area)

j.
Midshire Business Systems

1690



£28.41

(Photocopier Charges)

k.
Marmax Products



1691



£1139.75

(Picnic Benches)

Mr. Chinn and Mr. Fitton signed the corresponding cheques and invoices.

24. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
The contents of the following were noted:
· An invitation to attend Service of Blessing, The Church in Burton, 12th October at 11am.
· An invitation to attend the Community Council of Staffordshire, AGM, 25th September 7.30pm

· An invitation to attend South Staffordshire NHS Trust AGM, 30th September, 5.00pm

· An invitation to attend The Mayor of East Staffordshire’s coffee morning, 20th September, 10am.

· Notice of alteration to Register of Electors for Rolleston.

· SPCA Newsletter, September 2008

· Environment Agency Newsletter, Summer 2008

· Community Council of Staffordshire News & Views, August 2008
25. ONGOING ITEMS

ESBC: Urban Design Officer/ Conservation Assistant, these posts remain vacant. 

ESBC: Shotwood Close, Open Space.  Mr. Morris advised that ESBC Enforcements Department are going to write to Bellways.

ESBC: Brook Hollows re maintenance.

Monkey Puzzle Tree, 10 Beacon Road (to be monitored as to ensure replacement planting takes place) 

BT: Proposal to remove public pay phones (a letter has been sent requesting usage data and requesting that the central box is retained for emergencies).


Village Sign: Restoration/Replacement to be considered when setting 2009/10 Precept


Handyman: Deferred until February 2009.


Agricultural land for sale within Rolleston:  The Parish Councils interest has been registered with local agents.

Shotwood Hill Footpath: It was noted that Mr. Oates had not widened this access over the Bank Holiday weekend as agreed.
28.
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Church Road/Marston Lane bench: Mrs. Redgrave advised that she had received a request for a bench.
Footpath 1 Church Road to Glebe Close: Mrs. Warren reported that only half of the footpath had been cleared of nettles.
Environment Agency: Mr. Edwards reported that Marston lane had flooded over the weekend, but that no flood warning had been received and no flood signs had been placed at the entrance to the road.

Craythorne Field: Mr. Edwards reported that he had found a dead pigeon which had a bullet wound to the chest.

The Chairman moved that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
27.
VILLAGE HALL (Clerks Report, Item 10)

Mr. Edwards advised members that he had been approached by Mrs. Owen with regards to the possibility of the Parish Council building a village hall on her land.  It was agreed that the item with regards to a Village Hall should be discussed in much more detail and it was agreed that the item should be placed on the next agenda in part 1 for further consideration.
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