ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 14TH JULY 2008
PRESENT





Mrs. B. Toon, Chairman




Mr. B. Edwards





Mr. J. Morris

Mr. J. Toon





Mrs. S. Redgrave

Mr. A. Fitton





Mrs. C. Warren





Mr. B. Chinn





Mrs. H. Light, Clerk



 Four members of the public and County Councillor Fraser were in attendance.
The Chairman advised the meeting that Mr. John Marshall had passed away after a very long illness and   condolences were passed to his family.

18. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PETITIONS 
There were no public questions or presentation of petitions.

19.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



Apologies for absence were received from Mr. P. Taylor, Mr. J. Winstone, Mrs. R. Carlton.
20.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the previous meeting were signed subject to the following changes:-


Public Question time and Petitions should have read:  The Chairman advised Mr. Gawthorpe that members would look at the trail on the footpath walks due to be held on 10th June.


17:3 should have read: PA/02708/009


17:8 should have read: and this proposal was ignored by ESBC.

21.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR FRASER (Clerks Report, Item 11)

Mr. Fraser did not make a report.

Mr. Edwards advised Mr. Fraser that he had read a newspaper article stating that Trading Standards were the responsible party for bringing prosecution against HGV’s breaking weight limit restrictions.  Mr. Fraser advised that he wasn’t aware of this but that he would look into it.  

22.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING (Clerks Report, Item 17)
Mr. Fitton suggested that a specific item should be placed on the Clerks Report when the meetings are attended by Mr. Gould as specified in his terms and conditions of contract.  Members discussed whether these meetings should take place publicly or privately. No final decision was made with regards to this matter.

23. CLERKS REPORT DATED 9th JULY 2008
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

PA/26631/006/CLF Erection of a detached dwelling and alterations to existing access (Amended plans), 

59 Beacon Road, Mr. Pickering. 

Members object to this application on the following grounds:-. 

· Members feel that the proposals would be overdevelopment on the site.  

· Members are concerned with regards to the proposed access to the development, as they feel that it is dangerous and increased vehicular use could exacerbate the problems.

· The new house will be overlooked by the existing house

· Members do not believe that vehicles will be able to enter and leave the existing house in forward gear.

· Members do not feel that there are adequate parking facilities for both the existing house and proposed development.

· No scale bars are included on the plans. 

TP/20766/011/JI Crown reduction of one Elm Tree (Group W21 of TPO1), Rolleston Spinney, East Staffordshire Borough Council


Members had no objections to this application.


HO/18203/004 Erection of a rear conservatory, 3 Meadow View, Mrs. Minns.


Members had no objections to this application.

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS

Members noted that the following application had been refused by the Planning Committee:-


PA/16197/014/JPM Erection of a detached dwelling and detached garage, change of use of land to form cricket and football pitches and formation of car parking area and associated vehicular access, Winterley Lodge, Dovecliff Road, Stretton, Mr. & Mrs. Lindsay.
Mr. Morris reported that he had been on annual leave at the time of the Planning Committee meeting and advised members of the letters of objection that had been submitted opposing this application.

Members noted that the following application had been approved:-

PA/02287/025/JPM Conversion and alteration of existing building to form dependant relative accommodation, Cross Farm, Cross Lane, Mr. D. Jennings.
3.
BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORT

Mr. Morris reported on the following items:-


PA/20292/030/JPM Erection of a two storey detached dwelling including installation of three dormer windows to front elevation, Garden Lane rear of Orchard Barn, Mrs. K. Owen. 

Mr. Morris reported that the final decision hasn’t been made yet with regards to this application but that he understood that the planning officer’s recommendation would be to refuse the application based on flooding reports.


WASP:  Mr. Morris reported that he had applied for some money for Rolleston Scout Group to hep fund their trip to Switzerland later in the year.

23.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 9th JULY 2008 (continued)
4.
ESBC – LEAP PROJECT (Clerks Report, Item 4)

Members noted that no further response had been received from Mr. Bird, ESBC and agreed that we should follow up this matter with ESBC.
5.
ESBC – TREE WARDEN SCHEME

No one volunteered to take on this role and it was resolved that we should advise ESBC that we had no interest at this time.

6.
ESBC – BROOK HOLLOWS (Clerks Report, Item 6)

Members agreed that we should arrange to meet with Mr. Oates.  The Chairman and Mr. Morris both advised that they would like to attend the meeting.

7.
ESBC – FOOTPATH 15

The clerk reported that she had received the following email from Mr. Freeman, Senior Enforcement Officer, ESBC, dated 14th July 2008:-

“Further to my email of 21st June, I wrote to Vanessa Brown about the pile of soil and hardcore.  I inspected the site on 10 July and I am happy to report that it has now been removed. Since it appears that only existing tracks were surfaced with the material I am not pursuing any further issues on the site and I am closing my file”.

8.
SCC – BROOKSIDE (Clerks Report, Item 22)

Setts:  Mr. Edwards produced some photographs of the proposed Conservation kerbs.  Mr. Morris advised that other County Councils have setts in place and that the Institute of Civil Engineers website stated that Conservation kerbs are not suitable for rural areas.  Members agreed that we should write to SCC and advise them that we don’t like the Conservation Kerbs and ask them what else they could propose.

Silver Birch Tree:  Members agreed that we should write to SCC and advise that we don’t have the expertise to say if the tree should be removed and therefore any final decision lies within the remit of SCC.

9.
SCC – CHURCH ROAD KERBS (Clerks Report, Ongoing Items)

Mr. Edwards advised that Mr. Rayson had advised that he would put the kerbs on his list, although he was unable to say when any works would be likely to happen.  The meeting noted some additional bollards had been installed and that the grass verges had now been cut by SCC.

10.
SCC- HEAVY GOODS VEHICLES (Clerks Report, Item 11)

Members noted that there had been two recent incidents of Willi Betz lorries using the village and also a Trans Alliance lorry.  It was agreed that we should write to Willi Betz and offer to go and meet them to discuss the issues.

11.
SCC – ROAD MARKINGS – HALL GROUNDS (Clerks Report, Ongoing Items)

Members noted that SCC had agreed to re-instate the lines, the next time the machine was in the village.

12.
SCC – BUS SHELTER (Clerks Report, Ongoing Items)

Members discussed the offer from SCC to install a Perspex bus shelter at the bus stop opposite the Hall Road junction.  Mr. Edwards proposed, Mr. Toon seconded and five members voted in support of a Perspex shelter being installed.  Three members voted against a Perspex shelter.  
23.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 9th JULY 2008 (continued)
13. SCC - FOOTWAY OUTSIDE CHERRY COTTAGE (Clerks Report, Ongoing Items)

Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.
14. SCC – DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD (Clerks Report, Ongoing Items)

Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.

15. SCC – ATHLESTAN WAY – KNOWLES HILL FOOTWAY (Clerks Report, Item 10)

Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report, and it was agreed that this item would be placed on the next agenda for further discussion.
16. SCC – KNOWLES HILL SPEEDING CONCERNS (Clerks Report, Ongoing Items)

Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.


17. SCC – VILLAGE LENGTHSMAN MAPS (Clerks Report, Ongoing Items)

Mr. Edwards advised that Mr. Rayson had advised him that SCC must map everything that they are responsible for as part of Government policy and therefore although no timeline had been given for this, the areas would be mapped in due course.
18. SCC- MARSTON LANE (Clerks Report, Ongoing Items)


Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.
19. SCC – SPREAD EAGLE FINGERPOST (Clerks Report, Ongoing Items)


Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should send a set of minutes from the meeting between SCC and the Parish Council to Mr. Rayson for review.
20. SCC – OVERGROWN HEDGES / TREES OVERHANGING THE FOOTWAY


Members noted the details of this item through the Clerks Report, and that overgrown hedges etc should be reported through the CLARENCE system.

21.
OUTDOOR MEETING/DISCUSSIONS 10TH JUNE 2008 (Clerks Report, Item 38)

Spread Eagle Island:  Members noted that some clearance work had now taken place and agreed that we should ask Mr. Gould to remove the dead bush.


Fingerpost: Members noted that this item was in hand via SCC.


The Croft:  Members discussed the possible removal of the remaining Hawthorn Tree on the boundary of the Croft and Little Croft.  Some concerns were raised by Mr. Martin with regards to the privacy of the Almshouse residents and advised that this was an ancient boundary.  It was agreed that all members should visit the area in question and discuss this matter further at the next Parish Council meeting.


Land adjacent to Spread Eagle Island: Members agreed that both the Spread Eagle Island and the land situated adjacent to the Spread Eagle Island should be registered by the Parish Council.


Memorial Bench:  It was agreed that we should write to Mrs. Bradley and ask if she is in agreement in the Parish Council erecting a memorial bench in memory of Mr. Bradley.  Members agreed that as soon as the bench had been installed, the bench adjacent to the Spread Eagle Island should be removed.

23.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 9th JULY 2008 (continued)
21.
OUTDOOR MEETING/DISCUSSIONS 10TH JUNE 2008 (continued)

Picnic Area:  Mr. Edwards produced another option for the picnic area and members agreed to proceed with Option 4.  Mr. Edwards advised that he thought the path could be constructed and the car park patched for approximately £724.00exc V.A.T.  Mr. Morris proposed, Mr. Toon seconded and all members voted in favour of proceeding with the installation of the picnic area.


The Clerk showed members some pictures of wheelchair accessible benches that were available in recycled plastic for £406.00 per bench, plus £25.00 per bench for an installation kit. 


Car Park:  Members agreed that we should purchase the limestone chippings and get them on site as soon as possible.  Members noted that Mr. Jennings had offered use of his digger for the work to be carried out.  


Footpath 14 Fencing:  Members agreed that we should proceed with the cementing in of the posts as previously proposed by Mr. Gould at a cost of £150.00 plus £34.00 for hedge plants.

22.
FRIENDS OF ROLLESTON OPEN SPACES

Mr. Fitton advised that he was still trying to obtain the correct wording to go in the constitution of the group in order for the group to be able to apply for grants etc.  Members agreed that volunteers should contact the Clerk.  It was also agreed that before and after pictures should be taken of any work carried out.

23.
ANNUAL PLAYGROUND INSPECTIONS (Clerks Report, Item 12)

It was agreed that the Recreational sub committee should meet to discuss the reports once the Chairman had returned from annual leave.

24.
MULTI USE GAMES AREA (Clerks Report, Item 12)

Members agreed that we should ask the De Ferrers students to complete the questionnaire and it was noted that this would now not take place until September.  Members agreed that we should contact SCC to see if we qualify for funding towards a MUGA through the money that they are awarding to play areas.  Members agreed that we should also try and put a questionnaire on the website.  

Mr. Fraser was asked if we would qualify for funding through the grants that SCC were currently giving out.  Mr. Fraser advised that he understood that these grants were for underprivileged areas, and passed the Clerk details of a contact at the Community Learning Partnership to see if this project would qualify for any funding from them.

25.
MEADOW VIEW PLAY AREA

Members noted the letter that had been received and advised that as it had been ascertained that the play area is still used a decision has been made for it to be retained.

26.
SLCC – FOR INFORMATION

Members noted the details of this item.

27.
HANDYMAN SERVICES (Clerks Report, Item 18)

Members discussed this item and it was agreed that Mr. Chinn would talk to a gentleman who he thought may be interested in carry out small maintenance tasks within the village.  It was agreed that this item should be added to the next agenda.

28.
APPEALS (Clerks Report, Item 14)

Members noted the details of this item and it was agreed that it would be placed back on the agenda for the next meeting when Mr. Winstone would be present.

23.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 9th JULY 2008 (continued)
29.
SPREAD EAGLE PUBLIC HOUSE (Clerks Report, Item 15)

Members noted the details of this item.  Members discussed the issue with regards to the broken windows and it was resolved to speak to ESBC, Enforcements Department, as the Spread Eagle is a Grade 2 listed building.

30. LETTER FROM MR. A. STARBUCK – VARIOUS (Clerks Report, Item 38)

Members noted the letter that had been received from Mr. Starbuck.  The meeting was advised that the laurels were removed as they were causing structural damage to the wall.  Members discussed the “brown rings” around the road signs and agreed that we should speak to Mr. Gould to see if an alternative pesticide could be used.  The meeting was advised that it was thought Mr. Gould used pesticide rather than strimming round the posts due to the hazard caused by dog faeces.
31.
CHEQUES SIGNED OUT OF MEETING

Members noted the details of this item.
32.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD / WOODS (Clerks Report, Item 20)

Football Club: Members noted that no response had been received from the Football Club and it was agreed that we should write to them again.


Craythorne Lane Verges: Members agreed that we should report to SCC that the Craythorne Lane verges are very overgrown.


Craythorne Boundary Trees: Members noted that the trees along the roadside boundary were now very established and it was suggested that some new trees could be planted to “fill in” the large gaps.  Members agreed to look at the boundary before the next meeting and it was agreed to place the item back on the next agenda.
33. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

Members resolved that the following accounts should be paid:-

a.
Mrs. H. Light



1664


£546.87


(Salary, Includes Apr/May increase)

b.
HM Revenue & Customs


1665


£47.17

(Clerk Tax & N.I.)
c.
Mrs. H. Light



1666


£26.52





(Telephone & Internet)

d.
Mr. P. Gould



1667


£1208.33




(Environmental & Mowing)

e.
ESBC




1668


£199.19


(Bin Emptying)
f.
MENCAP



1669


£50.00

g.
Mr. J. Underhill



1670


£300.13


(Seats in Spread Eagle Island Bus Shelter)

h.
The Play Inspection Company

1671


£176.25


(Annual Playground Inspections)

23. CLERKS REPORT DATED 9th JULY 2008 (continued)
33. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)

Members resolved that the following accounts should be paid:-

i.
Mr. R. Bush



1672


£39.98


(Two months web fees)


Mrs. Redgrave and Mr. Fitton signed the corresponding cheques and invoices.


Members noted that cheque number 1673 for Staging Systems had been withdrawn as further clarification was needed on this matter.  

34.ESBC – HACKNEY CARRIAGE & PRIVATE HIRE LICENSING POLICY AND PROCEDURE     MANUAL – ENVIRONMENT SERVICES – POLICY CONSULTATION (Clerks Report, Item 33)

Mr. Morris advised that a Summary of the main proposals had been produced and that these included the following items:-
· Introduce a formal dress code for all existing and new drivers

· Reinforce the policy of no advertising on vehicles

· Introducing a Disability Awareness Test for all Hackney Carriage Drivers

· Introduce the internal warning system – Enforcement Interventions

· All drivers to retake tests after failing to renew

· Introduction of interior plate

Mr. Edwards asked for it to be clarified with ESBC if the 9 points referred to are the same as penalty points.

35.
WILLOW TREES - BURNSIDE

Members noted the details of this item and the prompt action taken by ESBC.

36.
ESBC – STANDARDS MATTERS

Members noted the details of this item.

37.
DOG FOULING / LITTER BINS (Clerks Report, Ongoing Items)

Members agreed to suspend Standing Orders and proceed with the meeting as it had reached 9.30pm.


Members agreed that as the play areas referred to were on the Westbury Homes Site we should contact the developers with the concerns.


It was agreed that the overhanging trees should be reported through CLARENCE.

It was agreed that the dog fouling issues should be reported to ESBC.


Mr. Chinn advised members that all residents of Shotwood Close had recently been sent a letter from the Enforcements Department, ESBC with regards to dog fouling on Shotwood Hill.  Mr. Chinn advised that several of the residents had been upset by this as they felt they were being targeted.

38. WEBSITE FEES

Members agreed that appropriate fees would be paid for the renewal of the website domain.

23.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 9th JULY 2008 (continued)
39.
STAGING – ST MARYS CHURCH/RODSEC (Clerks Report, Item 29)

Members discussed this item and it was agreed that a V.A.T reclaim could not claimed on behalf of a 3rd party.  Members discussed that if this matter was to be progressed, the Parish Council could purchase the stage for the village, pay for the stage and retain ownership of the stage.  It was discussed that other groups could make contributions towards the purchase.    

40.
FOJORPS 


Members noted the details of this item.

41.
ONGOING ITEMS

ESBC – URBAN DESIGN OFFICER / CONSERVATION ASSISTANT (a letter has been sent to ESBC)

ESBC – SHOTWOOD CLOSE

SPCA – AFFILIATION FEES 2007/08 (awaiting response from SPCA)

MEETING ROOM HIRE (to be reviewed September) 


YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE / YOUTH COUNCIL (will be added to September Clerks Report)


MONKEY PUZZLE TREE, 10 BEACON ROAD 


(to be monitored as to ensure replacement planting takes place) 
BT – PROPOSAL TO REMOVE PUBLIC PAY PHONES (Members noted that no response had been received from BT following the Parish Councils request to receive usage data)

CPRE – West Midlands Regional Assembly

SCC – Members noted that the broken manhole cover on Chapel Lane had now been replaced.
SCC – It has been reported that the drain outside 2 Beacon Road is blocked and causing surface flooding in rainfall.

42.
REPORTS

Members noted that the following reports had been received:-


SPCA June 2008 Newsletter (copy enclosed for each member)

44.
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

· Mr. Morris advised that there had been an incident over the weekend of a person on a quad bike on their own property being fired at by an air gun.

· Rollestonian of the year:  Mr. Edwards asked members to give some thought to the giving of an annual award for someone who does over and above each year. (Clerks Report, Item 13)

The Chairman moved that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
Chairman
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