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MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 21ST APRIL 2008
PRESENT





Mrs. B. Toon, Chairman


Mr. B. Chinn, PC






Mr. J. Morris, BC



Mrs. C. Warren, PC




Mr. J. Winstone, Vice-Chairman

Mrs. S. Redgrave, PC





Mr. B. Edwards, PC


Mrs. R. Carlton, PC





Mr. J. Toon, PC



Mr. A. Fitton, PC





Mrs. H. Light, Clerk


Mr. P. A. Martin, RODSEC



Mr. R. Gawthorpe, Civic Trust,

Mr. J. Underhill, VDSG





Mrs. V. Galloway, VDSG


Mr. P. Galloway, Civic Trust



P.C. Lear



Rev. I. Whitehead






Mrs. M. Woodbine


Mr. J. Wyers
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received from, Mr. A. Burston, Mr. P. Taylor
2.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd April 2007 were approved and signed by the Chairman subject to the following changes:-

Item 4, Page 3, Village Surgery: It was noted that the Chairman’s report was incorrect and that the planning application for the village surgery had been withdrawn and not refused as reported.


Item 5, Page 4, Local Plan Adoption: a full council meeting in July 2006

3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Item 5, Page 4, Burton as a Housing Focus: The Chairman was asked if the Parish Council had asked ESBC to liaise with the Parish Council with regards to this matter.  The Chairman replied that at this time, information was passed to the Parish Council via the Borough Councillor and that the Parish Council was now in receipt of the consultation documents.

4.
CHAIRMANS WELCOME & REVIEW OF PARISH ACTIVITIES



The Chairman welcomed parishioners to the Annual Parish Meeting and went on to make a full report on the following topics:-


Parish Council; The Parish Council saw 5 members stand down last year, and has welcomed the following people to the Parish Council:-  Mr. Andy Fitton, Mr. James. Toon, Mrs. Cathy Warren, 

Mr. Bryan Chinn.  Mr. Jamie Winstone is vice-chairman to the Parish Council.  The Chairman thanked the Clerk for her continued hard work, and both the Borough Councillor and County Councillor for their help and support over the last twelve months.


Liaison: The chairman reported that the Parish Council continued to liaise with a number of local organisations including: RODSEC, VDSG, Civic Trust, John of Rolleston and Rolleston United Foundation.
Flooding; The Parish Council has continued to work throughout the year to minimise the threat of floods in the village and we have been fortunate that despite heavy rain there have been no reports of flooding to property.  The parish council continue to provide sand and sand bags to those properties vulnerable to flooding.

Highways; Road safety remains a major problem for the village, issues include: Traffic Calming, Knowles Hill, Road Surfaces, Yellow Lines, and Maintenance Agreements.

4. CHAIRMANS WELCOME & REVIEW OF PARISH ACTIVITIES (continued)

Planning; The Parish Council continues to consider all planning applications.  Most applications concern individual households and their immediate neighbours only. 


Youth facilities; A toddler and junior play area have now been installed on the Westbury Homes Site.  The Parish Council continue to be responsible for both Meadow View and Elizabeth Avenue play areas, and are looking at improvements that can be made to the sites.  
Craythorne Field; The Parish Council continues to support the use of Craythorne Field Football pitches by Rolleston Football Club, and have received reports to say that the drainage is much improved.
Jinny Nature Trail; The Parish Council were successful in its fight to prevent the Jinny Nature Trail from being opened up as a Bridleway.  The Parish Council agreed in principle to allow cycles to use the trail, but this has been bitterly opposed by Stretton Parish Council.  A joint meeting took place between the two Parish Councils to discuss the future of the trail, but Stretton have since decided to manage their end of the trail independently from Rolleston.  

Bus Shelters; The Parish Council continues to maintain bus shelters in the village.  The Parish Council will need to make provision over the next few years to replace some of the existing shelters which are reaching the end of their useful lifespan.  

Village Police Service; The Parish Council has maintained a good relationship with our community policeman P.C. Lear who is responsible for Rolleston and a much wider area.  The Parish Council continues to make representations to senior levels of the police service where structural problems lead to inadequacies in our local policing.  Since the loss of PCSO Millington, the Parish Council have been unsuccessful in obtaining a new PCSO for the village.  The Parish Council now pays for the room hire in order for quarterly NHW meetings to take place.  


Footpaths; The Parish Council once again completed an annual walk of the public footpaths in Rolleston last summer and arranged for a programme of repairs to stiles and signposts to be implemented.
Village Clean Up day; is co-ordinated annually by the Parish Council and two took place in 2007. 

Litter cleaner; The Parish Council lost the services of the litter cleaner in late 2007 and due to the overlapping of contracts, the glass collector’s employment has now been ceased.  The litter and glass collection is now incorporated in the Environmental Officers contract.

Mowing:  The Parish Council reviewed both the Mowing & Environmental officers’ contracts in late 2007/2008 and both contracts have been awarded once again to Mr. Phil Gould.  
Conservation Area Appraisal; This document has now been passed by the full council at ESBC.   The absence of a Borough Councils Conservation Officer since April 1st 2006 has detracted from the Parish Councils ability to deal with conservation issues in the village.  The Parish council continue to pressure ESBC to make adequate provisions to deal with Conservation issues.
Brook Hollows; In previous years the Parish Council has supported a Borough Council proposal for a “Friends of Brook Hollows” organisation.  Unfortunately the Borough Council have not been able to implement this at present due to staff shortages.  

Precept; The activities of the Parish Council are made possible by the precept charged to Council tax payers.  As always this remains a tiny part of the total council tax bill.  This year’s precept has been set at £43,450.00 which is a 10% increase on the previous year.


Code of Conduct; As required by government legislation Rolleston on Dove Parish Council has adopted a code of conduct which has been signed by all members of the council.  All parish councillors completed declarations of interests as required by law.

4. CHAIRMANS WELCOME & REVIEW OF PARISH ACTIVITIES

The Chairman concluded her report by advising the meeting that the Parish Council are dealing with many issues on behalf of the Parish and look forward to continued success with them over the coming year and thanked all Parish Councillors for their support over the year.


A full copy of the Chairman’s report is held in the minute book.

5.
REPORT OF BOORUGH COUNCILLOR

Mr. Morris reported on the following items:-

Ward Matters:  Mr. Morris reported that he had been busy sorting out problems for people, mostly relating to planning matters.


WASP Money: Mr. Morris reported that he had been able to pass £2,000 to the Parish Council for tree works on The Croft and for fencing along Craythorne Road and the entrance to Craythorne Woods through the WAP scheme in 2007.  Mr. Morris reported that he had also submitted an application on behalf of the Scout Group, but was told to re-submit the application in the 2008 financial year.


Scrutiny Committee: Mr. Morris reported that he had addressed the Borough Council with regards to the diminishing service to Parish Councils.  Mr. Morris also reported that the Parish Council were now responsible for organising their own playground inspections, at cost and that the expertise such as the tree officer was no longer available to the Parish Council meaning that the Parish Council had to pay for external consultants, thus increasing running costs.

Planning Committee: Mr. Morris reported that he is on the planning committee and that the committee are looking to improve developments in the Borough which can lead to problems.  Mr. Morris reported that this committee is a legally constituted body and by law, as a member he cannot be seen to of made up his mind about a planning application before the discussion at the planning committee or with the planning officers.


Conservation Area Document: It was reported that this document has been adopted by the council for development control purposes.  


West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy:  Mr. Morris reported that this document will have a very big impact on Burton.  Mr. Morris went on to advise that the objectives are to ensure that everyone in the region is able to both access and afford suitable housing.

Housing Growth Point: Mr. Morris reported that the Government asked councils to become Housing Growth Points.  In order to qualify the councils must pledge to build at least 500 housing units per year and in return they would receive subsidies from central government to meet the costs of infrastructure etc.  Mr. Morris reported that the rewards were substantial approximately £2 million in 2008/09 and £3.5 million in 2009/010.

Site Allocations and Policies Paper: Mr. Morris reported that this policy is out for consultation at the moment and that is details alls the expressions of interest by anyone for development in the Borough.  Mr. Morris reported that the sites identified within Rolleston are: the college playing field, the triangle of land at the corner of Beacon Road and Craythorne Lane.  A section of land between Meadow View and Beacon Road.  One just outside the village but which causes the most concern is the farm at Harehedge Lane/A511.  And also the Golf Club and Dovecliff Road Stretton.

A full copy of Mr. Morris’s report is held in the minute book. 

Mr. Underhill advised Mr. Morris that the Conservation Area Document that had been adopted by the Borough Council was not the one that had been agreed.  Mr. Underhill advised that this was in relation to the boundary by the section of land between the Brookhouse Hotel and the cottages and that the boundary needed to be moved back to where it was originally.
6.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR


Mr. Fraser did not attend the meeting or provide a formal report.
7. 
REPORT OF RODSEC


Mr. Martin made a report on the following items on behalf of RODSEC:-


RODSEC:  Mr. Martin advised that he was pleased to be able to report on RODSEC’s seventh successful year of operation.

Live & Local:  It was reported that because of sponsorship by Live & Local RODSEC were able to put on “Ghost Stories by Candlelight” in St. Marys Church on 25th May 2007.

Heritage Weekend:  Heritage weekend took place from 14th to 17th September and there were well dressings on the Almshouses lawn by RODSEC and Rolleston Guides.  They were sponsored by Starbucks News and Ian Barker and floodlit for the first time.


Various Exhibitions took place along with traditional games at Rolleston Club and on the Croft.  There was also bell ringing at St Marys and country dancing on the Croft as well as performances by Rolleston Mummers, the Uttoxeter Hearts of Oak Morris Men and the Chase Country Dance Group.  


Heart of England Jazz Band:  This event was held on 18th November in Rolleston Club and attracted an audience of 110 people.  

Angels @ Advent:  RODSEC helped with both the Angels @ Advent and the Beatus Concert on 30th November.

Talking Heads:  On Sunday 3rd February 2008 another event was held in Rolleston Club and an audience of 130 was entertained by a male and female actor from the Cotton Grass theatre.  

Old Grammar School:  RODSEC has paid for an external electrical connection on the South Wall of the extension to the Old Grammar School.


A full copy of the RODSEC report is held in the minute book.

8. 
REPORT OF CIVIC TRUST


Mr. Gawthorpe made a report on the following items on behalf of the Civic Trust:-


Events:  The Civic Trust arranged twelve public events over the past year, including seven talks.  Three social events have taken place – the summer cheese and wine held at Apple Acres, the Christmas Dinner at the Jinny Inn and the Mulled wine morning, again held at Apple Acres.  A village plant swap was held at the Old Hall last April, soon to be followed by another one at the Old Grammar School Room and St Marys Church.

Other village events have included the pancake races with profit being split between St Marys Church and Rolleston pre-school.  


Contributions:  Civic Trust contributions were made to the Heritage weekend in September with three Heritage Trails compiled specially for the event, of features within and around Rolleston.  Members have got stuck in on the Village Clean up Days, and Brook Hollows working parties.  The Civic Trust awaits plans from ESBC with regards to the formation of the “Friends of Brook Hollows” group.

Planting:  social events of a working nature have included bulb planting.  The Shelley Cup Garden Award was again awarded for best front garden.  The Civic Trust award for 2007 has been awarded to the church for the sympathetic improvement work on the Old Grammar School Room.

Planning:  the Civic Trust continues to monitor planning applications with written comments being submitted to the planning department.

8.
REPORT OF CIVIC TRUST (continued)
Donations:  have included £1,000 towards the repair of the historic cast iron fingerpost.  A new exterior noticeboard for the Methodist Chapel and repairs to the floodlighting of the Church and lighting at The Lawns entrance to Brook Hollows.


Rollestonian: Publication by the Civic Trust of the Rollestonian which includes the Parish Council newsletter continues to be one of their most important undertakings.  The cost of the Rollestonian is met by the advertising support of local businesses and supported by the Parish Council subsidy for their newsletter.

Membership: is currently about 180 households, each of which pays a subscription of £3.00 or £2.00 to single members.  This has been the same for almost 20 years, however the inevitable is nigh and this is to be raised next year.  Other RCT income comes from proceeds of social and other events – although must run on a break-even basis with raffle proceeds going to local good causes.


A full copy of the Civic Trusts report is held in the minute book.

9. 
REPORT OF VDSG

Mr. Underhill made a report on the following items on behalf of the Village Design Statement Group:-


Mr. Underhill advised that bi-monthly meetings of the VDSG now take place and that the VDSG continue to monitor planning applications.  Mr. Underhill advised that the VDSG were looking at some straightforward community projects for the coming year.  
10. 
REPORT OF REV. I. WHITEHEAD, ST MARYS CHURCH


Rev Whitehead made the following report on behalf of St. Marys Church:

Thank-You: Rev Whitehead thanked the Parish Council and Councillors for their support advice and aid to St Marys over the past year.  He went on to thank the various village organisations especially the Civic Trust for their support and maintenance of the floodlighting and the VDSG for their work on the Biffa Award.  RODSEC were also thanked for events in the Church therefore raising its profile and thanked villagers for supporting the events.  Mr. Rodney Paul was thanked for raising over £4,000 for IT equipment at Church and the Old School Room.


Events:  

· Coffee morning continues to be held on Thursday mornings and continues to attract new faces.

· Sunday congregation continues to increase in numbers

· Angels at Advent raised £3,000

· The theft of the lead of the South aisle roof cost £8,000 via insurance

· Ramp:  the saga continues with the ramp still on snagging stage

· The completion of the extension to the Old School Room debt free and now paid for.  

· Thanks to Arnold Burston and Deryck Barker for their wholehearted support.

· Expenditure rising with projected loss in 2008 £2,000 - £3,000.

Future:

· New Churchwardens elected, Ced Morgan and Carol Webster

· Redecoration of the Old School Room and improvements to the lighting and PA loop.

· Installation of internet facilities

· Repointing and stone work restoration to the South Mosley Aisle, cost £200,000

· Protection of boiler room steps for Health & Safety reasons

· Rectors bike ride this year to Birmingham Cathedral and local sponsored bike ride for all in September

· No gardens Sunday this year, other events being planned on a smaller scale

· Christmas Event being planned to involve the whole village

· Mayors Chaplain

· Staging for the Church to be shared with other village organisations.


A full copy of Rev Whiteheads report is held in the minute book.

11.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Mr. Martin publicly thanked the Parish Council for all of the work that they had carried out in the last twelve months and stated that he thought they remained one of the most active Parish Councils within the Borough.  

Chairman
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