ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 10th MARCH 2008
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following application has been received:-

a. HO/24782/002/JKM Erection of a single storey rear extension, single storey side extension and installation of two bay windows to the front elevation, 11The Lawns, Mr. & Mrs. Harrison.

It was necessary to comment on the following applications prior to this meeting:-

b. HO/31749/002/JKM Retention of replacement UPVC windows and doors, 31 Shotwood Close, Mr. Evans

Members object to this application.  When the original planning consent was granted it was part of the planning conditions that timber windows had to be installed.  Members understand that timber framed windows were an important part of the design brief and feel that if it was deemed necessary in the first instance, then the conditions should still stand.    

c. HO/07884/006/CLF Erection of a single storey front extension and construction of pitched roof over existing flat roof, 73 Station Road, Mr. Shakespear

Members have no objections to this application; members are in favour of pitched roofs and support the replacement of the existing flat roof.

d. HO/22766/004/JKM Erection of a two storey rear extension, 19 Nene Close, Stretton, Mr. Philips.


Members have no objection to this application.

e. PA/22980/003/JPM Erection of a detached dwelling and detached double garage, The Woodlands, Anslow Road, Mr. Ward

Members object to this application.  The height of the proposal will be significantly higher than the adjoining properties and as a result will be to imposing.  Members do not feel that the proposals for the dwelling will integrate with the surrounding properties.

f. HO/16937/007/JPM Erection of a two storey side and rear extension installation of dormer windows and associated alterations to roof, The Old Pump House, Station Road, Mr. Ploughman.

Members object to this application.  The development would be too large for the site (approximately 4 times the original size).  The proposed development is too close to the boundary of the adjoining property.  It would be impossible to get the rodding eye inspection chamber or foul pipe that is positioned between the proposal and the adjoining property should any maintenance be required.


The drawings indicate that storm water at the front of the proposal discharges into the main drains.  It should discharge into a soakway.  The soakway at the rear of the proposal is too close to the site boundary.  The development is on River Dove Flood plain.  


It is very disappointing that no dimensions or scale bar are included on the drawings.  Members question if the whole of the allocated site is categorised for domestic use, as they believed that some of the site is agricultural land. 

g. PA/03421/015/JPM Erection of a detached dwelling, two storey side extension to existing house and associated alterations to existing access, Land at 10 Beacon Road, Mr. & Mrs. C. Wilson

Members strongly object to this application.  We would like to comment as follows:-
· Unacceptable “backland” development

· The proposed access is conditional on a separate planning application being approved therefore cannot be considered as part of this application. To obtain an acceptable visibility splay it will be necessary to demolish the existing front wall and rebuild it on the visibility splay line, this also applies to the front gable wall of the existing garage.

· The Block Plan appears to indicate the front garden wall to 8 Beacon Road lining through with the rebuilt garage/garden wall. Has a condition been attached to the deeds of 8 Beacon Road agreeing to keep the visibility splay clear of obstructions 

· It is unlikely that a visibility splay in accord with highways dept requirements can be achieved

· The windows in the “guest bedroom” of the existing house directly overlook the windows in the “living room” of the new house. The distance between these windows is 13 metres

· New house will greatly reduce amenity value of garden to 2 Field Drive by being too close and with the depth of the new house along much of the back garden.  Number 1 Field Drive will lose the green outlook; Number 3 Field Drive will also lose some privacy.
· Too many existing trees removed to facilitate building of new house

· Tree survey indicates that tree “1” is to be removed but tree schedule does not state this (tree “1” is situated at the front of the site adjacent to the pavement) 

· The street scene will be adversely changed by the removal of all the trees 

· The street scene indicated on the drawings depicts the roof line of the new house as being lower than the existing garage. It also indicates trees that are to be removed.

· Drawings do not indicate the relationship of the new house to the existing properties in Field Drive

· Drawings do not show extent of site (not edged in red)

· Drawings do not show any other land owned by applicant (should be edged in blue)

· Is Certificate “A” appropriate the applicants are Mr and Mrs. C Thomas on the planning application register, but Peter Diffey has signed the application forms on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Wilson. Also the visibility splay would appear to include land owned by 8 Beacon Road

· Tree survey states T32 as being a flowering cherry with a trunk diameter of 1550mm if this is incorrect what else is incorrect

g.
PA/03421/015/JPM Erection of a detached dwelling, two storey side extension to existing house and associated alterations to existing access, Land at 10 Beacon Road, Mr. & Mrs. C. Wilson (comments continued):-

· The tree survey also states that the only tree on the site that merits a “Category A” classification (trees whose retention is most desirable) is a stump under tree 32. This is ridiculous. 

· The size of some of the printing on drawing 06C is too small to read and it is not clear what is being proposed regarding the front wall
· Members are concerned as this is on the “Walking Bus Route”, and this road gets extremely congested with parked cars during school start & finish times.  Members are concerned that the increase in the number of dwellings on this site will also create additional traffic.
h.
PA/03421/016/JPM Change of use of outbuilding to form dwelling, erection of a single storey extension and alteration to existing access.

Members strongly object to this application.  Please find below our comments:-

· Site not large enough for the development: - insufficient amenity space (approximately 50 square metres)

· It is unlikely the required visibility splay can be achieved without it including some land belonging to 8 Beacon Road. If this has been agreed then certificate B should accompany the application.

· Clarification required: - is the “street scene” indicating exposed timber truss on the gable wall as the “side elevation” does not show this. (drawings are inconsistent or inaccurate)

· Site area indicated on Location Plan is different to that indicated on Block Plan

· Members are concerned as this is on the “Walking Bus Route”, and this road gets extremely congested with parked cars during school start & finish times.  Members are concerned that the increase in the number of dwellings on this site will also create additional traffic.
2.
PLANNING DECISIONS
The following applications have been permitted:-

a. HO/22898/011/JKM Erection of a part single, part two storey rear extension and single storey side extension, 24 Alderbrook Close, Mr. & Mrs. Tennant

b. PA/02835/045/JPM Change of use from residential institution to dwelling including the erection of walling and gates, The Dower House, 1 Brookside, Mr. Mark Taylor

c. LB/02835/046/JPM Internal and external alterations including the removal of a conservatory and flat roof    extension and erection of walling and gates to facilitate the change of use from residential institution to dwelling, Dower House, Brookside, Mr. Mark Taylor

d. HO/11239/002/JPM Erection of a one and a half storey side extension including front and rear dormer     extensions and a single storey rear extension, 1 Croft Close, Mr. & Mrs. Pickford.

3.
BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORT
Mr. Morris will be invited to make a report.

4. ESBC – SHOTWOOD CLOSE – OPEN SPACE
This item has not progressed since the last meeting.  The Clerk has been in touch with ESBC Planning Department and they have advised that they will get in touch once they have received the proposals from the developers.
5.
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE PROJECTS 2008 / 09

It has been confirmed that our Precept has been set at £43,500 for the 2008/09 financial year.  50% of this will be paid within one month of the start of the financial year, i.e. 30th April 2008 and the remaining 50% paid within six months of the start of the financial year, i.e. 28th September 2008.

Members are asked to consider which projects they would like to proceed with, the following were earlier suggestions:- Elizabeth Avenue/Beacon road footpath, Craythorne car park, Bus shelters, Footpath 14, Meadow View play area, Elizabeth Avenue play area safety surfacing
6.
SCC – HARDSTANDING AT BUS STOPS

The Clerk has chased this item with SCC.
7.
SCC – FOOTPATH 1 (GLEBE CLOSE TO CHURCH ROAD)


No improvements have been made to the footpath and the Clerk has chased the item with SCC.

8.
HATTON BYPASS

A letter has been received from Derbyshire County Council on this subject.  A copy of the letter is attached for member’s perusal.

9.
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY / FLOOD WARDENS

The Clerk has chased the Environment Agency with regards to the visit to their offices, and they are currently putting some dates together.
10. BROOKSIDE

Railings:  The Clerk has chased Industrial Coating Services and asked for an estimated timeline for the railings to be painted.

Cobbled Verges:  As agreed at the last meeting, Mr. Edwards has drawn up some plans, and the Clerk has forwarded these to SCC. 


Spread Eagle Island:  Members agreed that this area should be “tidied up” the Clerk has spoken to Mr. Gould and it is suggested that members consider how they would like this area to be.  Mr. Gould has recommended that some of the fir trees are removed, opening the area up, with the focus on the large blue cedar tree which is in the centre of the Island.  Members are advised that any tree works will require planning permission is it is in the Conservation area.

11.
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2008

This is due to take place on Monday 21st April, commencing at 7.30pm.  The Clerk has contacted the Chapel with regards to the Parish Council being able to serve a glass of wine after the meeting and they have advised that they will not give permission for alcohol to be served on the premises.  The Clerk has contacted Rev Whitehead with regards to the possibility of being able to use the Old Grammar School Rooms.  
12. RECREATIONAL ISSUES
Sub-Committee Meeting: It was necessary to postpone the Recreation Sub-Committee meeting as it clashed with the RODSEC AGM which was being attended by two of the committee members.  It is suggested that this could take place on Monday 17th March, commencing 7.30pm, Methodist Chapel Schoolrooms.  
Quad bikes:  It is understood that quad bikes are accessing Craythorne Playing Field by the gap in the hedge of the boundary to the College Playing Field.  The Clerk has written to Mr. Norris, Principal of Burton College and advised him of this and also advised him that quad bikes have been seen on the College Field.
Football club:  Mr. Chinn contacted the Clerk and advised that he had noticed that all of the old felt from the portacabin roof had been left under the portacabin and that it is highly flammable.  After consultation with the Chairman, the Clerk has written to the Football club and asked for them to have it removed ASAP.

Footpath 14 / Craythorne Woods Fencing:  Mr. Underhill has kindly offered to repair the fencing that had been vandalized for a second time.  It was repaired by Mr. Gould after the first incident at no charge.
13.
SCC - COMMUNITY PATHS INITIATIVE
The clerk has asked Mr. Oates to provide a quotation for the surfacing of the Jinny Nature Trail, so that a grant application can be submitted through the above scheme.  The deadline for applications is 31st March.  It was advised at the last Village Liaison meeting that the stile by the portacabin on Craythorne Field is in poor condition.  Mr. Oates has been asked to make the necessary repairs through the work of Burton Conservation Volunteers.
14.
ESBC – TREES 

Mr. Taylor recently asked how ESBC monitored the planning applications / conditions with regards to replacement planting taking place.  The Clerk has contacted ESBC and received the following response:-

“In terms of replacement trees, we rely on Officers remembering where replacement trees should be planted, or members of the public, or the PC advising use when this hasn't occurred. At this stage the complaint will be passed to our Enforcement Team, who will advise the owner of the requirement to plant the replacement tree”.

After the recent storms, one of the forks of a Hawthorn Tree came down on The Croft.  The Clerk spoke to ESBC and advised them that the tree had partly come down and it was agreed that the tree should be removed under the “Dead, Dying and Dangerous Act”.  Members are advised that several years ago new trees were planted along this section of the Croft as it was known at that time that the Hawthorns were coming to the end of their life.  Mr. Gould was asked to remove the tree and an invoice will be presented for this work.
15.
ROLLESTON ALMSHOUSES – FOR INFORMATION
The following information has been received from Mr. Martin, Chairman, Rolleston Almshouse Trustees:-

“The Almshouses Trustees have been considering how to bring the almshouses accomodation into the 21st century whilst at the same time preserving the listed building and its surrounds.The1960's flat-roof extensions at the rear of the property already require modernization”.

 
15.
ROLLESTON ALMSHOUSES – FOR INFORMATION (continued)
“The Trustees have appointed the Chartered Architects, A F Simms & Co of Derby to advise them of the way forward.  Simms is an established local firm with recognised expertise in the renovation of listed buildings. They work for Repton and Foremarke Schools, for example and have established contacts with English Heritage and other grant aid bodies”.

“Simms will be carrying out a detailed survey, preparing a feasibility study and costings and advising on grants, from which the Trustees can develop a long term plan for this work. The sensitive nature of this project indicates that it will take some time to obtain the necessary approvals and funds and it will be spread over several years. The Trustees will discuss their plans with the Parish Council when they have gathered the relevant information”.  

It has also been advised that due to the Mr. Marshall’s continued illness, Mr. John Hayward has been appointed vice-chairman.   

16. ESBC – CONSERVATION AREA DOCUMENTS
Following this issue being raised at the Village Liaison meeting by Mr. Underhill the Clerk has written to ESBC and asked for a copy of the “Adopted Document” to be made available.

17. WELCOME PACKS
Members are advised that we do have “Welcome Packs” available for people moving into the village.  The packs include a copy of the Rollestonian, Village Directory, Footpath Walks Map and a welcome letter from the Parish Council.  It is also advertised on the village website that “Welcome Packs” are available.  Please advise the Clerk if you are aware of anyone who has recently moved into the area, and she will arrange for delivery of the pack.  
18.
SCC – COUNTY FARMS

Although the website advises that the Consultation period has closed (as reported at the February meeting), the Clerk has submitted comments on behalf of the Parish Council and has received acknowledgment that the Parish Councils Comments will be taken into consideration.

19. INFORMATION ON  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

SPCA: An invoice has been received for £226.50 which is for the first six months of the 2007/08 financial year.  They have advised that a charge is applicable as subscriptions are payable until the point of formal notification that the Parish Council did not wish to renew its membership.  


Rolleston Methodist Chapel: The Clerk was contacted by Mr. Wooding, the treasurer for the Methodist Chapel who advised that the last payment made for room hire was in January 2005 for the meetings held during 2004.  The Clerk advised that no invoices have been received from the Methodist Chapel for the room charges.  It is suggested that the Parish Council make payment for 2005, 2006 and 2007.  The Parish Council uses the room approximately 16 times per year (12 Parish Council meetings and four Village Liaison meetings) and the fees applicable were £25.00 per occasion.  Therefore, it has been calculated that a payment for £1200.00 should be made.  The Clerk has asked Mr. Wooding that from now on an invoice is raised each year and it is understood that the Methodist Chapel will be looking to increase their charges from 1st September 2008.  Members are advised that the Parish Council also pays for the room hire charges for the Village Liaison and Neighbourhood Watch meetings.  Any room hire charges for additional meetings such as sub-committee meetings will also be made on an ad-hoc basis.
20.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

The following accounts have been received for payment:-

a.
Mrs. H. Light



1616


£542.34





(Salary)

20.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
b.
HM Revenue & Customs


1617


£45.95

(Clerk Tax & N.I.)
c.
Mrs. H. Light



1618


£26.52
(Telephone & Internet)

d.
Mr. P. Gould



1619


£1048.03




(Environmental & Mowing)

e.
Mrs. J. Gregory



1620


£40.00





(Payment in lieu of notice)

f.
ESBC




1621


£285.14

(Bin Emptying)
g.
St Marys Church



1622


£33.12

(Recycling Incentive Scheme)

h.
Mr. P. Gould



1623


£211.00

(E. Avenue / Beacon Road Gate)





i.
SPCA




1624


£226.50

(See Clerks Report, Item 20)
j.
Petty Cash



1625


£88.40
k.
Rolleston Civic Trust


1626


£437.00

(2007 Rollestonian & Village Directory)

l.
Rolleston Civic Trust


1627


TBC


(2008 Rollestonian & Village Directory)

m.
Rolleston Methodist Chapel

1628


£1200.00

(2005, 2006 & 2007 Room Hire Charges)


(See Clerks Report, Item 20)
21.
THE CROFT

Land Registry: The Local Land Charge Searches have now been carried out by ESBC and the Clerk has re-submitted an application to the Land Registry for the registration of The Croft.  Receipt of the application has been acknowledged and registration is likely to take approximately five weeks.

It will still be necessary to re-apply for the rectification of the title and this will be done once the initial application has been completed.
Village Green: The application form has also now been completed in order to register the Croft as a Village Green under the Commons Registration Act.  A total of 17 witness statements have been collated, along with evidence including photographs of events that have taken place, copies of invoices for work paid for by the Parish Council and copies of minutes recorded with regards to the initial purchase of the land.  It is necessary for the statutory declaration to be signed by the Clerk with the signature being witnessed by a magistrate, solicitor, barrister or notary public.  The Clerk has spoken to ESBC but been advised that their legal department would not be able to assist with this.  The standard cost for a local solicitor would be £80.00.  Members are asked to confirm that they approve this expense and the clerk will then make the necessary appointment.
22.
REPORTS

The following reports have been received:-

a. Community Council of Staffordshire, News & Views, January 2008
b. Staffordshire Parish Councils Association Newsletter, March 2008

c. SCC, Rights of Way Improvement plan
23. ONGOING ITEMS
SCC - DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD (discussed with SCC Jan 2008, will be added to April agenda if no further information has been received by this time)
SCC - FOOTWAY OUTSIDE CHERRY COTTAGE (members agreed situation to be monitored)
SCC – ATHLESTAN WAY FOOTWAY (patching works due to take place)
SCC – BUS SHELTER SHOTWOOD CLOSE (have written to SCC)
SCC - HGV VEHICLES (ongoing)
SCC – BROOKSIDE, DRAINAGE, SILVER BIRCH TREE (have contacted SCC)
SCC – VILLAGE LENGTHSMAN MAPS (have written again to SCC)
SCC – KNOWLES HILL SPEEDING CONCERNS (agreed to be added to April Clerks Report)
ESBC – FRIENDS OF BROOK HOLLOWS (will be added to April’s Clerks Report)
ESBC - LAND ADJACENT 4 MARSTON LANE (ongoing to be reviewed spring/summer)
ESBC – URBAN DESIGN OFFICER / ASSISTANT
(have written again to ESBC)
ESBC – LEAP PROJECT, (a letter has been written to ESBC)
FRIENDS OF ROLLESTON OPEN SPACES (will be added to next Highways sub-committee Agenda)
VOLUNTARY BUS SERVICE (will be added to Aprils Clerks Report)
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE / YOUTH COUNCIL (will be added to September Clerks Report)
FOOTPATH 14 (Still trying to get landowner to agree to meet with Parish Council)
The Chairman will move that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
5th March 2008
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