ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 11th FEBRUARY 2008
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been received:-

a. 
HO/31730/002/JKM Retention of replacement UPVC windows and doors, 24 Shotwood Close, 

Mrs. Richardson. 

b. 
HO/14373/006/JKM Erection of a first floor side and rear extension, 19 Dovecliff Road, Mr. Milnes

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS
The following applications have been permitted:-

a. HO/31700/001/JKM Erection of a rear conservatory and re siting of 1.8m boundary wall, 6 Forest School Street, Mr. & Mrs. Brearley.
b.  TN/01631/012/JKM, Removal of three apple trees, Ormuz Cottage, Hall Grounds, Mr. Hetherington
c. HO/27758/002/JKM Erection of a single storey front extension, 14 Hall Road, Mr. & Mrs. Potts
The following application has been refused:-

a. HO/31601/002/JKM Formation of new vehicular access and installation of vehicle turntable, 18 Dovecliff Road, Mr. Sullivan

3.
BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORT
Mr. Morris will be invited to make a report.

Housing Growth Point: Mr. Somerfield, ESBC will now be attending the March Parish Council meeting.
4.
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING START TIMES

Members asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

5. SCC / ESBC – SHOTWOOD CLOSE – GRASS CUTTING / ESBC – OPEN SPACE
A site meeting has now taken place between ESBC, Mr. Edwards, Bellways and representatives from the Parish Council.  Bellways agreed to put together some proposals for the repair of the wall and ESBC have advised that when they receive the proposals they will ask the in-house engineers to look at the plans.  It was discussed that some kind of agreement needs to take place to ensure that if Bellways spend the money on the wall that ESBC will agree to adopt the wall with it then being passed straight over to the Parish Council.  

6. SCC – KNOWLES HILL 
The following email has been received from Mr. Rayson, SCC:-

“My Traffic Management Technician has visited the site and does not believe the signing is contradictory, coming from Stretton you have a bend sign followed by a bend sign with a junction off. Coming from Burnside you have a double bend sign and a bend sign with a junction off. I see no issues associated with this”. 
6. SCC – KNOWLES HILL (continued)
“The percentile speeds taken previously do not show a noticeable speed issue on this bend and it is believed that the safety measures previously undertaken improve the situation, by making the bends more visible.  I intend the reapply the surfacing to the existing rumble strips in the spring (temperature and moisture prevent it being done now); at the same time I will look at the Burnside end”.
 “The mobile SID signs (Speed Indication Devices) are on ordered and are due to be delivered in early March. Once these are delivered they will sent out to the locations on the list, of which Knowles Hill is one of them, along with Station Road.  I am unable to give you specific dates at this time. However, once in place they will record speed and volume data, which can then be analyzed”.
7.
SCC – MEMORIAL BENCH

The following letter has been received from Mr. Rayson, Divisional Highway Manager, SCC:-

“I refer to your letter of the 21st January 2008.  No negotiations have taken place between the County Council and Mr. Bloor over the insuring of the bench.  As I have mentioned to you previously the bench cannot be insured by Mr. Bloor as it stands on land not within his ownership, it can only be insured by the Parish Council as the County Council do not have proper liability cover as we are self insured”.

“I am disappointed that that was not raised at the recent parish council meeting to which Councillor Fraser attended along with Mr. Clive Thompson whereby this would have been conveyed to you.  At present the bench remains uninsured and should it be damaged then it will not be replaced”.

“I would be pleased to now receive the Parish Council’s acceptance or otherwise for this bench and that you are happy to add this to your register of insured items.  This will hopefully bring the matter to a close”.

8.
PLANNING APPLICATION WINTERLEY LODGE / CRICKET CLUB

The following email has been received from Rolleston Cricket Club:-

“As Clerk of Rolleston Parish Council I am sure you will be aware of Mr & Mrs Lindsay’s Planning Application to build a residence on the site of an old barn close to the Dovecliffe Hall Hotel and the involvement of Rolleston Cricket Club and Stretton Eagles Football Club regarding the leasing of land, adjacent to the current cricket ground, from Mr Roy Lindsay - for use as an extra sports ground for cricket and football”.
“Also included in the Planning Application is the provision of a new access road and car park for use by both sports clubs and local residents.  The benefits to the Cricket Club seem to far outweigh any disadvantages and the legal paperwork regarding a Lease Agreement is in the final stages of being drawn up.  Obviously this cannot be signed unless the Planning Application is approved by the ESBC”.
“Mr Peter Diffey (Mr Lindsay’s agent) has asked me to contact Rolleston Parish Council to see if it would be possible for them to supply a letter in support of Mr Lindsay’s Application and I would be grateful therefore if you could forward this request to the next meeting by adding it to the agenda”. 
A copy of a letter has also been received that has been sent to ESBC from Mr. Jobson requesting that it is considered that tennis courts are also attached to this planning application.  

9.
SCC – 1APP APPLICATION FORMS AND “LOCAL LIST” OF VALIDATION CRITERIA

The following letter has been received from SCC, planning Development Control Team Manager:-


As you may be aware the Government is introducing a new system of standard planning application forms (1APP) with effect from 6 April 2008.  As far as we are concerned the new forms will only apply to waste application and county developments i.e. 1App forms have not yet been finalised for mineral developments.  At the same time the Government is introducing a “National list” of validation requirements and has invited Local Planning Authorities to adopt their own “local list” to accompany the 1APP forms derived from Government guidance.


I am therefore writing to consult your organisation on our “local list” of validation requirements and supplementary guidance document referred to below.  All comments should be received by Tuesday 4th March after which they will be reviewed and reported to the Planning Committee prior to the adoption of the local list and guidance.   The consultation documents are now available on our Staffordshire Planning Portal web site www.staffordshire.gov.uk/planning via the “application” channel – see latest news item:-

• Proposed “local list” to validate planning applications submitted to Staffordshire County Council

• “A-Z” Guide to planning applications submitted to Staffordshire County Council
10.
ESBC – VALIDATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS – CONSULTATION (1APP)


Members are advised that we have also been invited to comment on the “local list” via ESBC.  This item was on the agenda last month, and at that time no comment was put forward.  The deadline for comment if members wish to do so is 14th February. 

11.
HATTON BYPASS

A letter has been sent to South Derbyshire County Council asking for information on their proposals and details of the consultation process which will take place.

12.
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY / FLOOD WARDENS

The Clerk has contacted the Environment Agency and asked them to put forward some suitable dates for a visit to take place.


During the recent flooding, Mr. Morris has identified two ladies from Alderbrook Close who are willing to take on the two vacant positions of flood wardens.  They will cover the School Lane, Chapel Lane and Station Road areas.

13.
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2008

Mr. Winstone asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

14. 
CONSULTATION ON ORDERS AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE CONDUCT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY MEMBERS IN ENGLAND.

A consultation paper on the above subject has been received and circulated to all members.  Comments are to be sent by Friday 15th February 2008.

15.
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE PROJECTS 2008


Members agreed to consider the projects under Capital Expenditure once the precept had been agreed by ESBC.  Members are advised that the precept for the 2008/09 financial year has been submitted as £43,450.  To date no response has been received from ESBC.

16.
SCC - COMMUNITY PATHS INITIATIVE

The County Council is inviting bids for path projects to be supported under the Community Paths Initiative Scheme for 2008/09.  The deadline for bids is 31st March 2008.  Grants will be awarded to projects fulfilling the criteria of benefiting local walking or riding.  Members are advised that during the joint Jinny Trail meeting, it was discussed that it may be beneficial for a hardcore path to be laid.  This is the type of project that could benefit from this imitative and it may also be possible to fund the cost for the purchase of tools and equipment via the scheme.  

17.
VILLAGE LIASION MEETING


Members are advised that the next Village Liaison meeting will take place on Monday 18th February, commencing at 7.30pm. Methodist Chapel Schoolrooms.
18.
ESBC – PARISH COUNCILS FORUM

The Parish Council Forums meeting will take place on Monday 11th February 2008.  The Clerk has passed on apologies as it clashes with the Parish Council meeting for Rolleston.
19.
ROLLESTON ALMSHOUSE CHARITY – NOMINATED TRUSTEE

After consultation with the Almshouse Trustees, Mrs. Warren has been nominated to stand as a Trustee.

20. HIGHWAYS SUB COMMITTEE MEETING
Attached is a copy of the minutes and proposals recorded at the last meeting.  Mr. Fitton, Chairman of the sub-committee will be invited to make a report.  The following items have been progressed since the meeting:-

Footpath 14: As this is one of the areas that have been put forward as a Hot Spot with ESBC, Mr. Morris organized a meeting with Mr. Oates for some advice and the Clerk also attended the meeting.  Mr. Oates advised that the first issue would be the access point at Beacon Road.  The kissing gate would need to be changed to a two way gate to allow disabled access.  Mr. Oates explained that the norm is to now fit gates that allow access to electric buggies and unfortunately if these were installed, you could not prevent access to motorbikes.  However, the area would not be wide enough for electric buggies to enter Beacon Road (from the woods).  Mr. Oates recommended that a 1.2 metre path would be a sufficient width for the path with 1.8 metre passing points. Mr. Oates has advised that we confirm with ESBC planning department that they would also agree with this, as if we were to find out that they wished to see a wider path this would have significant cost implications.    


Mr. Oates advised that there is a Blackthorn Hedge to the left hand side of the proposed path which would need maintenance and that would need to be maintained in the future.  It was also discussed that the ownership of the ditch would need to be ascertained, as it would be necessary for some ditch drainage to take place.  Mr. Oates advised that decent ditch drainage would double the lifespan of the path.  Mr. Oates advised that the land would need to be excavated 10-12 inches deep, to allow for 4-6 inches of guff and 2-4 inches of hardcore on top.  It was advised that the surface would need to be lined with geo textile (would save maintenance in the long run) and that when receiving quotations it is important that any contractors advise that when the hardcore etc is being completed that they would have two teams working on the path, one filling and one fetching (in order to avoid contamination).   

It was also discussed that should the above footpath works take place, it would be necessary to extend the path through Craythorne Woods.  Mr. Oates suggested that this should go out to consultation (possibly via the Rollestonian), showing a map of the woods, the paths currently used and the proposed routes.  Mr. Oates advised that funding could possible be sourced for this project, if for example we looked at it as a “Heritage Trail”.  The Clerk has also been passed details of a gentleman who could give us an idea of grants that we may be able to receive once we have some projected costs.  
20. HIGHWAYS SUB COMMITTEE MEETING (continued)
Craythorne Woods:  Mr. Oates advised that some thinning of the trees is now required as he would recommend that this usually takes place ten years onwards from when the trees are fast planted and that in most instances the woods would be reduced by approximately 25% although he did not think it would be necessary to reduce Craythorne by this amount.  Mr. Oates also added that Crown Lifting would be recommended around the paths and that he would normally do these two rows back, meaning that the middle of the wood is left as a dense area.  Mr. Oates added that he did think this work could be carried out by Burton Conservation Volunteers along with a working group from the village.  Mr. Oates agreed that a picnic area would be a good idea and suggested that any benches are of Native hardwood and locally sourced.  Either Local Oak or Chestnut would be ideal as they don’t need to be treated and have huge sustainability.  Mr. Oates advised that at a slightly higher cost it is possible to purchase wheelchair friendly benches.  It was suggested that we re-use the wood from the felled trees for things such as fence posts etc as well as habitat piles.  

The “Friends of Rolleston Open Spaces” idea was also discussed with Mr. Oates and he advised that he would be happy to come and talk to members/the group and advise what kind of equipment it would be best to purchase etc.   
21. RECREATIONAL ISSUES
A meeting needs to be arranged for the recreational sub committee to discuss various recreational issues including Elizabeth Avenue Play Area, Meadow View Play Area.


Mr. Underhill, VDSG has advised that he recently walked over the field and felt that the surfaces of the pitches were very good after the prolonged very wet weather.  Mr. Underhill also advised that he spoke with a member of the football club who commented on how well drained he thought the pitches were.  Mr. Underhill has reported that just behind the goal at the roadside end of the middle pitch there is a large deepish depression that had obviously been full of water with the bottom bare of grass in patches.  Mr. Underhill reports that the depression is on the line of the big drain that was recently restored and it looks at though the drain might have collapsed.  


Rolleston Football Club:  The Football Club would like to request use of the field for their open training session to be held on Saturday 10th May.  


Byelaws Sign, Craythorne Field: It has been necessary for the Clerk to approve for a stand to be purchased for the new Byelaws Sign to be attached to.  It has been purchased at a cost of £135.00 + V.A.T from Hardy Signs.  The Clerk made this decision under Standing Order 38b after consultation with the Chairman.  Members are asked to support this decision.
22.
19TH ANNUAL PANCAKE RACES 2008

The Parish Council has been asked if they wish to enter a team in this year’s races.  They are taking place on Saturday 23rd February, 2.00pm on The Croft.  Entry fee is £1.00 per team and proceeds will go to St Mary’s Church Funds.

23. SEVERN TRENT WATER
It has been confirmed that the object in Brook Hollows is a water flow meter and it has been installed by Severn Trent Water.
24. NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH – FOR INFORMATION

The following email has been received from Emma Skelton, Neighbourhood Watch Manager:-

”It is with great regret that I announce that I handed in my resignation on Friday, from the role as Neighbourhood Watch Manager. I will be working the four weeks notice period making my final day here Friday 22nd February”. 

24.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH – FOR INFORMATION (continued)

”I can assure you all, that this is no reflection on my enjoyment and fulfilment in the role but due to circumstances surrounding my employment. With the lack of certainty regards the future funding of my role at East Staffordshire Borough Council after April this year, I have had little option financially but to seek further employment elsewhere. I have now been offered a position with Lincoln City Council as a Housing Officer which I will be starting within the next month. This will mark a return to my home County of Lincolnshire for myself and my Husband and a new beginning back in familiar territory - So hopefully a blessing in disguise really”. 

”I understand East Staffordshire Borough Council & Staffordshire Police are having discussions as to the future staffing and funding of Neighbourhood Watch, and I can assure you will be informed of the outcome once a decision is made. In the meantime Simon Bullen is still in post part time so Neighbourhood Watch will continue to function, even if at a reduced capacity”. 

”I will be sad to leave Neighbourhood Watch it is a role I have enjoyed and got great satisfaction from over the last two years, I would like to thank everyone for welcoming me and making me feel appreciated and wish you & East Staffordshire Neighbourhood Watch all the best for the future.  If you have any queries or concerns in regard to this matter please contact either myself direct or my Line Manager at ESBC Michael Hovers, Community Safety manager on michael.hovers@eaststaffsbc.gov.uk” 

Policing:  The following information has been received from P.C. Lear:-

“Just to let you know and if you can pass it out to the Councillors that officers on the shifts are now Ward aligned. Basically Officers from the shifts will be coming out onto the areas when not committed or when directed by me if there is a problem anywhere. The officers for Stretton/Rolleston are as follows: - 
PC4794 Jones, P.C5476 Hughes, P.C.5337 Furner, P.C.5464 Murcott, P.C.5568 Trigg, P.C.911 Wilson and P.C.4239 Fox.
25.
ESBC – RECYCLING INCENTIVE SCHEME

A cheque has been received from ESBC for £33.12 for the tonnage recycled in our area during April 07 – September 07.  Members are asked to confirm if they wish to donate this to St Marys Church Fabric Fund, which is where previous payments have been donated to.
26.
SCC COUNTY FARMS

At the January meeting members agreed that we should write to SCC with regards to their proposals for the closures of the County Farms.  Members are advised that the closing date for comments on the consultation was 14th December 2007.

27.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

The following accounts have been received for payment:-

a.
Mrs. H. Light



1603


£542.44


(Salary)

b.
HM Revenue & Customs


1604


£45.84

(Clerk Tax & N.I.)

c.
Mrs. H. Light



1605


£26.52





(Telephone & Internet)

27.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
d.
Mr. P. Gould



1606


£1048.03


(Environmental & Mowing)

e.
Mrs. J. Gregory



1607


£40.00


(Glass Collection)

f.
ESBC




1608


£190.09

(Bin Emptying)
g.
Shaw & Sons Limited


1609


£25.59


(Legal Stationery for Croft Registration)

h.
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust

1610


£36.00

i.
Mr. P. Gould



1611


£170.00


(Mowing Craythorne Field)

j.
Hardy Signs



1612


£496.44

(3x Dog Fouling Signs, Byelaws Sign)

28.
REPORTS

The following reports have been received:-

a. Minutes from Tutbury Parish Council, October, November, December 2007.
29.
THE CHURCH IN BURTON
A letter has been received to say that Steve Chalke a well known author and broadcaster is visiting Burton as part of BURTON HOPE08 and that an invitation has been extended to attend the presentation he is making to leaders in the Political, Church, Business, Educational and other Community spheres.  The presentation is being held on Saturday 16th February at 3.00pm to 5.00pm.  If anyone would like to attend please advise the Clerk.
30.
ONGOING ITEMS

SCC - DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD 

SCC – HARDSTANDING AT BUS STOPS
SCC – FOOTPATH 1 (GLEBE CLOSE TO STATION ROAD)
SCC - FOOTWAY OUTSIDE CHERRY COTTAGE

SCC – ATHLESTAN WAY FOOTWAY
SCC – BUS SHELTER SHOTWOOD CLOSE

SCC - HGV VEHICLES 

SCC – BROOKSIDE, DRAINAGE, SETTS, SILVER BIRCH TREE

SCC – VILLAGE LENGTHSMAN MAPS

ESBC – FRIENDS OF BROOK HOLLOWS

ESBC - LAND ADJACENT 4 MARSTON LANE
ESBC – URBAN DESIGN OFFICER / ASSISTANT


ESBC – 14/16 BURNSIDE

VOLUNTARY BUS SERVICE
REGISTRATION OF THE CROFT (LAND REGISTRY) 
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE / YOUTH COUNCIL

SEAT IN BUS SHELTER, CHURCH ROAD
The Chairman will move that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
7

