ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

MONDAY 14TH JULY 2003

PRESENT






Mr. J. Morris, Chairman






Mr. W. Hodson Walker, Vice-Chairman

Dr. M.J. Trelinski

Mr. P.M. Taylor






Mr. J. S. Westwood






Mr. K.A. Bradley

Mrs. B. Toon






Mr. A.W. Starbuck






Mrs. V.J. Trelinska






Mr. J.W. Winstone






Mr. J.W.S. Hayes






Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts, Clerk

Six members of the public and a representative from the Burton Mail were in attendance.

40.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS


a.
SPREAD EAGLE  BRIDGE – WEIGHT LIMIT

Mr. Topliss asked the Chair if the weight restriction on the Spread Eagle Bridge is still in place.  Mr. Topliss reported that he had seen a number of large HVGs coming from the Westbury Homes site and heading towards Tutbury over the bridge.

The Chairman replied that the weight restriction is still in place.  Mr. Hayes added that the restriction is for an area not just the bridge.  The HGVs have been reported to the P.C. Lear and it is understood that he has been in contact with the HGV company and the Borough Council regarding this situation.


b.
WESTBURY HOMES

It was reported that three lorries have been seen parking on the pavements, outside the development site, waiting for the gates to open.  It is understood that the police were contacted about this.  



It was agreed that this incident should also be reported to P.C. Lear.


c.
GRASS CUTTING  (Clerk’s Report, item 19)

Mr. Edwards expressed his concerns with the grass cutting.  He stated that the contractors are cutting the grass too short in certain areas.

It was also reported that there is a small over grown hedge sticking out onto the road by the entrance to Hall Grounds.  The hedge is causing cars to swerve out to avoid it.

41.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



Apologies for absence  received from County Councillor Bather, Mrs. M. Woodbine and Miss. K. Phillips.

42.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING



Minutes of the meeting held on 9th June 2003 were approved and signed by the Chairman subject to one alteration that Mr. Westwood was present at the meeting.

43.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING



a.
FLOOD WARDENS  (Clerk’s Report, item 9)

It was reported that a letter had been forwarded to the Environment Agency asking for the Wardens to be given some training.

b.
TRAFFIC CALMING – CHURCH ROAD (Clerk’s Report, item 5)


It was noted that no progress had been reported.   Members agreed for the Clerk to contact County Councillor. Bather for an update on the situation.

c.
STREET LIGHTS



It was noted that the street lights on Church Road are still hidden by trees.  It was agreed that this should be reported again to the County Council.

d.
BURNT VAN – MARSTON LANE  (Clerk’s Report, item 18)



It was reported that the burnt out van was still in a field on Marston Lane.  Members agreed that a letter should be written to Mr. Jennings, the landowner, to ask him to remove the van from his field.  Members are concerned that it could become a danger to passing motorists as parts of the vehicle have been seen being thrown over the hedge onto the road.

e.
SPEAKING AT PLANNING APPLICATIONS COMMITTEE AND PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS  (Clerk’s Report, item 4)

Dr. Trelinski reported on the recent changes with public speaking at the Borough Council’s Planning Application Committee. In the last six months the Planning Application Committee have allowed public speaking but members of the public are not allowed to make comments at site visits.  The Borough Council have made a decision to withdraw the right for public speaking at the Planning Application Committees meeting but are going to allow members of the public to speak to Councillors at site meetings.  Dr. Trelinski pointed out that 70% of other Planning Application Committees allow public speaking.

It was agreed that a letter should be written supporting public speaking at the Planning Application Committee meetings. 

44.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 9TH JULY 2003

1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Mr. W. Hodson Walker declared an interest on planning application ( d ) and took no part in the discussion thereon. (Mr. Hodson Walker left the room.)

Members had no objections to the following planning applications: -

a.
PA/19243/008 Installation of an ATM machine and satellite dish, CO-OP Store Burnside

b.
HO/10901/003 Topping of one Conifer tree, Grace Cottage Anslow Lane, for  Mrs. Moore

44.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 9TH JULY 2003 (continued)

1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS  (continued)

c.
TN/15342/005 Removal of one Lawson Cypress tree to front of dwelling, 21 Church Road, for Mrs. Binns 

d.
HO/24070/005 Proposed erection of a single storey side extension, 66 Beacon Road, for Mr & Mrs. Tyler

e.
14/04879/011 Removal of two Conifers and two Sycamore trees, Burnside House, for Mr. & Mrs. Sharples

f.
HO/04198/004 Creation of additional access to Station Road, 70 Station Road, for Mr. Woolley

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS



Members noted the applications that had been approved.

3.
COMMUNITY PATHS INITIATIVE 2003/04

Members noted that the Parish Council has received a grant for £450 from the County Council Community Paths Initiative. 

4.
CHARITY EVENT – 26TH JULY

Members noted that an invitation to attend a Fundraising Party at the home of Councillor. White had been received.  

5.
TREE WORK – THE CROFT & BURNSIDE

Members agreed to support the action taken by the Chairman in agreeing the following quotations received from Mr. J. Croxall, Tree Surgeon, Hedge and Garden Maintenance: -


1.
Removal 2 x limbs on Ash tree overlapping Almshouses Gardens


Price £450.00


2.
Trimming all overhanging Willow trees above the footway and Road Sign

Price £340.00


3.
The Hawthornes on the Little Croft. Removal of two badly leaning sections 

Price £360.00

6.
VARIOUS REPAIRS
Members noted that Mr. Norris from The Lawns has been asked to submit a quotation for outstanding small maintenance projects. 

Members agreed to allow Chairman’s action on the quotations. 

7.
EAST STAFFORDSHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL BEST VALUE PERFORMANCE PLAN 



Members noted that a copy of the above plan for 2003/04 had been received.

44.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 9TH JULY 2003 (continued)

8.
ROAD SURFACES

Members noted the information provided by County Councillor. Bather.  It was reported that the traffic reflector on the road narrowing section by the junction of Chapel Lane is missing again.

9.
SUSTAINABLE STAFFORDSHIRE AWARDS 2003

Members agreed to nominate the following groups for a Sustainable Staffordshire Award 2003: -



Burton Conservation Volumteers



Village Design Statement Group



John of Rolleston – Walking Bus

10.
COUNTRYSIDE AND RIGHTS OF WAY ACT 2000

The Countryside Agency provided the Parish Council with a draft map to make comment on. Members considered the map was lacking in information.  It was agreed that a letter should be written to the Countryside Agency asking for more information. 

11.
APPLICATION FOR AN ALLEGED PUBLIC BRIDLEWAY – JINNY TRAIL

The County Council Modification Orders Panel met on 18th June.  At this meeting the application for the addition of an alleged Public Bridleway between Dovecliff Road and Bitham Lane was considered.  The Panel, on the evidence before them, decided not to make an Order to add the above-mentioned route to the Definitive Map of Public Rights of Way.

12.
COMMUNITY STRATEGY FOR STAFFORDSHIRE

Members noted that a copy of the above report for 2003/2020 has been received.  

13.
STAFFORDSHIRE PARISH COUNCILS’ ASSOCIATION

Member stated that they would not be putting forward a nominee for election to the Executive Committee as Mr. Hodson Walker was already on this committee.   

14. 
NATIONAL NALC CONFERENCE AND EXHIBITION

Members reported that they were unable to attend this year’s conference that is to be held at Cardiff City Hall. 

15.
NEW ETHICAL FRAMEWORK REGULATIONS

Members noted receipt of the letter from Mr. Downie, Democracy & Local Governance Division at the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister.  

16.
THE STANDARDS BOARD

The two Guides that had been received, from the Standards Boards, were handed to the new members at this meeting.

17.
COMMUNITY CARE DEVELOPMENTS

Members noted that a copy of the Keeping in Touch – Community Care Developments had been received.

44.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 9TH JULY 2003 (continued)

18.
PARISH COUNCILS’ FORUM  (Clerk’s Report, item 23)
Following the recently attended Forum Meeting with the Borough Council the Chairman reported that the new County Council Area Manager is Mr. D. Walters.  He also reported on a report from the Assistant Chief Executive for Policy and Corporate Affairs, Rural Strategy that outlines the borough plans for a Council Corporate Plan. Mr. Morris stated that the Parish Council should send in a copy of the Parish Plan to show the Borough Council what the village has done and to state that the Parish Council will be using this plan to work with over the next five years.

19.
QUALITY PARISH COUNCIL SCHEME

Members noted the information on how the Parish Council can achieve Quality Status.  Members noted that the only criteria that the Parish Council does not meet is that the present Clerk is not qualified.  Members agreed that they would wait until the Clerk has the suitable qualifications before an application is made for Quality Status. 

20.
DOG BYELAW SIGNS



It was reported to members that all the Byelaw Signs are now in place.

21.
MEMBERS ALLOWANCES  (Clerk’s Report, item 35)
Members discussed the article from the Local Council Review regarding members allowances.  It was agreed that clarification was required, from the Borough Council, before a decision can be made.

22.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD (Clerk’s Report, item 29)
Members noted that Mr. Hayward, Rolleston Plant Hire, has been asked to provide a quotation to make permanent the headwall by the entrance to the car park on Craythorne Field.  

Mr. Bradley reported that a meeting has been arranged to discuss the drainage on Craythorne Field.  The meeting is scheduled for 11th August.  The Chairman, Mr. Bradley and the Clerk to attend.

23.
CONTINENTAL LANDSCAPES  (Clerk’s Report, item 19)
Members recommended that the Chairman and Clerk meet with the new manager from Continental Landscapes to discuss various outstanding issues.

24.
ANSLOW LANE

Members discussed the letter that had been written to County Councillor. Bather from Staffordshire County Council Development Services.  The letter refers to a proposal for a footway along Anslow Lane.  The County stated that in order for the footway to proceed it was necessary for one or two of the residents to dedicate some land to make room for the footway.  


Members agreed that the Anslow Land Residents Association might be in the best position to approach their ‘neighbour’ about the proposed scheme.

Mr. Essery asked the new council for their views on the footway and members agreed that the Parish Councils position has not altered; they still support the proposal of a footway along Anslow Lane.

44.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 9TH JULY 2003 (continued)

25.
INFORMATION SESSIONS – BOROUGH COUNCIL

Members noted that Mrs. Trelinska and the Clerk attended an Information Session provided by the Borough Council.

Mrs. Trelinska reported to members the importance of members declaring an interest on an item and if they do it is necessary for them to leave the room.  This was one of the subjects discussed at the Information Sessions.

26.
VILLAGE ‘CLEAN UP’ DAY

Members were pleased to hear that the village ‘clean up’ day had gone well.  Members thanked all volunteers for their hard work.

27.
JINNY TRAIL – INFORMATION BOARD

Members noted the estimated cost of an Interpretation Board from Mr. Ballard a designer.  

It was agreed that a date should now be arranged for the first Advisory Panel meeting.

28.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD – CHANGING ROOMS PROJECT

The Chairman reported on the meeting held with himself, Clerk and Mr. Royal, Architect.  

The Chairman explained that Mr. Royal was an experienced Architect and seemed to be highly knowledgeable with this type of project.  Mr. Royal has had experience of working with the Football Foundation and did agree to help the Parish Council with future ‘dealings’ with the Football Foundation.


29.
VILLAGE GATEWAYS

Members agreed with the action taken by the Clerk for the replanting of the Gateways.  The cost agreed was from Mr. Jones for £38 per gateway.

30.
FOOTPATH WALKS  (Clerk’s Report, item 24)
Dr. Trelinski reported that the third footpath walk had been successful with no faults to report

31.
PARISH PLAN

Members agreed the contents of the Parish Plan and are happy for this now to be circulated to villagers via the Rollestonian.  Members thanked the Chairman for his work with the preparation of the Draft Plan.

 32.
DESIGNATION SIGNS

Members noted that further signs have been ordered through the Borough Council to replace the missing signs on Elizabeth Avenue Play Area.

Members noted that P.C. Lear had been asked for an up-date with the problem associated with youths drinking in this area.  Members were pleased to hear that there had been a reduction in the amount of bottles found on the Playing Field but still felt that the Police could do more to help in this area. 

44.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 9TH JULY 2003 (continued)

33.
POLICE COMPLAINTS

It was reported that numerous complaints had been received about HGVs using Station Road apparently coming from the Westbury Homes development.  It was reported that P.C. Lear had spoken to the two haulage companies involved and Westbury Homes and he had informed the Borough Council.


Members discussed P.C. Lear is report of when he had attended an accident at the junction of School Lane and Station Road.  He believed that the accident could have been caused by the road surface in this area.  Members agreed to write to the County Council asking then to look into the condition of the road surface by this junction. 

34.
ST.MARY’S CHURCH



The Chairman reported on the recent meeting between the Chairman, Clerk and 

Rev. Whitehead.  He explained that the meeting had been arranged in order to discuss the issue of ownership of the land between the schoolroom and The Croft.  All parties at this meeting, with the help of the Parish Council’s deeds, determined that the Church owned the land in question.

Members resolved to accept the decision that the square piece of land immediately behind the schoolroom kitchen did belong to St.Mary’s Church. It was determined that the boundary line was from the right-hand end pillar on the north facing wall which leads straight across the field to the opposite pillar on the north east, church/Croft, boundary wall.  

35.
AUGUST MEETING

Members agreed that if an August meeting was necessary then the meeting would be held on 11th August 2003.

36.
LIASON MEETING



Members noted that the next Liaison meeting is to be held on 28th July.  

37.
PARISH CLERK

Members noted the dates of the Parish Clerk’s holidays.  The dates are 19th July until 25th July and from 16th August until the 26th August.  

38.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


It was resolved that the following accounts be paid: -




Name



Cheque Number

Amount



a.
Continental Landscapes

920


£1,517.30



b.
DSK



921


£94.00




(Minute Number 38:27)



c.
Mr. R. Bush


922


£33.96




(four months of internet call charges)



d.
Thomas Fattorini Ltd

923


£35.78




(Chairman’s badge)



e.
Audit Commission

924


£411.25

44.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 9TH JULY 2003 (continued)


38.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (Continued)
f.
GS & TS


925


£440.62




(Minute Number 27:e)



g.
ESBC



926


£212.72




(bin emptying)



h.
Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts

927


£435.96




(Salary June ’03)



i.
Inland Revenue


928


£24.56




(June ’03 National Insurance £15.16






 Tax
    £9.40)



j.
Staffordshire County Council
929


£69.60




(pension)  Employer
£43.50




   
  Employee
£26.10



k.
Hardy Signs Ltd


930


£668.34



l.
Petty Cash


931


£116.74

39.
ANNUAL AUDIT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2003

Mrs. Woodbine has now completed her section of the return form for the Internal Audit.  The Chairman and Clerk signed the relevant sections on the form.  Members agreed this.  The form will now be sent to the External Auditor for completion. 

40.
FIDDLERS LANE  (Clerk’s Report, item 17)



It was reported that information was still awaited from the County Council.

41.
NEW BUS SHELTER – CHURCH ROAD



There was no further information to report.

42.
YOUTH NUISANCE / YOUTH PROJECTS   (Clerk’s Report, item 26)



Mr. Winstone reported an idea for a Youth Grant.  He stated that as the Parish Council had put £3000 on one side for the Youth Shelter that has now been put on hold he considered that the money could be used to set up a Youth Grant.  This could be open to anyone within the village to help support existing youth projects or it could be used to help setup new projects.



Members agreed with the idea.  It was suggested that the youth grant project could be put in the Rollestonian on the grounds that the Parish Council were thinking about setting this up and see what response comes back.  Members stated that an application form would be necessary so organisations could be vetted properly.



Members discussed putting together a list of other facilities that are already up and running within the village for the youth.  Members considered that this might be a project that the Village Design Statements Group could help with.  It was agreed that item should be included on the September Agenda.

44.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 9TH JULY 2003 (continued)

43.
SEVERN TRENT  (Clerk’s Report, item 30)



 There was no further formation to report.  Members agreed that this item should be included on the September Agenda.

45.
OTHER MATTERS BROUGHT UP BY MEMBERS

a.
Westbury Homes – Members expressed their concerns that many residents within the village are unsure of what the Parish Council’s position was when the plans for the housing development went through.  Members stated that perhaps a statement should be written in this issue of the Rollestonian pointing out the Parish Council position and what the Parish Council did to try and stop the development taking place.

b.
Spread Eagle Island and the Burnside embankment – Members reported that they had received complaints about the bad state of these two areas.

c.
HGVs – It was reported that a large HGV’s had been seen trying to turn around in the junction of Marston Lane.

d.
Scout Headquarters – It was reported that a complaint had been received that a large number of caravans had been seen using the field behind the Scouts Headquarters.  It was understood that a maximum of five caravans could use the field.  Members agreed that clarification was necessary.

Owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the Chairman moved that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.

46.
ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICER

Members noted that the Chairman and Clerk met with Mr. Chilvers to discuss the present problems within the village.  Mr. Chilvers had been experiencing personal problems and has asked that the Parish Council find a suitable person to stand in for him for one month.  

It was reported that the Chairman and Clerk had met with another contractor, Mr. Gould, from Marston Lane, on Monday 30th June 2003.  Mr. Gould was asked to provide a quotation for one months work and provide a quotation to cover the Environmental Officers contract on an annual basis.  

Mr. Gould’s quoted £550 for one month.  The Chairman agreed this.  Members supported the Chairman in the action taken. 

Members noted Mr. Gould quotation of £4500.00 to cover the Environmental Contract for one year.  Members agreed that the Chairman and Clerk should make arrangements to meet with Mr. Chilvers after this month is up to see if he could then continue. 

47.
ALMSHOUSE FRONTAGE

It is understood that the maintenance of the Almshouse frontage has now been taken over by the Almshouse committee.

49.
JINNY TRAIL


Members agreed Mr. Marshall’s quotation for the erection of a wooden cover to ‘hide’ the black bin by the entrance to the Jinny Trail: -


‘ Wooden three sided box 900x800x1200 high all in treated timber - £190.00

