ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
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Four members of the public, County Councillor Fraser, Mr. Clive Thompson, SCC were in attendance.

56.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PETITIONS (Clerks Report, Item 23)

Mr. Gawthorpe advised members that there is a piece of equipment hanging down under the footbridge in Brook Hollows and asked if the Parish Council had a contact with Severn Trent so that we could contact them and make sure that the equipment is safe.  Mr. Gawthorpe advised that he had contacted ESBC with regards to the equipment but had had no success with them.  Mr. Martin advised that there was also another one further down the Brook and that he had seen a van with “Environmental Services” on it.  The Chairman thanked Mr. Gawthorpe for raising the issue and advised him that the Parish Council would look into it.

57.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.
58.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2007, were approved subject to the following changes:-




Item 54:1, Page 79 should have read: Mr. Edwards declared a personal interest.




Item 54 a, Page 84 should have read: Glebe Close to Church Road

Item 54 b, Page 84 should have read: we write to South Derbyshire District Council and make enquiries    with regards to their proposals. 

59.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR FRASER

Mr. Fraser advised that he had nothing specific to report.

60.
REPORT OF CLIVE THOMPSON, AREA HIGHWAYS MANAGER, SCC

Mr. Thompson introduced himself to the meeting and advised that he is the Area Highways Manager for SCC and that he managed teams based at Lichfield and Stafford, working on issues such as speed management.  Mr. Thompson advised that he did not have a report, but had reviewed the minutes and felt that it would probably be best if he went through the issues on the minutes.  Mr. Thompson began by advising members that Mr. Oakley had now moved on from the authority and that there was now a small team at SCC dealing with speeding, parking etc.  Mr. Thompson added that what SCC had been poor at in the past was prioritising issues and whilst it was no criticism against Mr. Oakley, things had been promised at Parish Council meetings which were not possible.

60. REPORT OF CLIVE THOMPSON, AREA HIGHWAYS MANAGER, SCC (continued)
Knowles Hill Road Signs:  Mr. Chinn showed Mr. Thompson two photographs of the road signs on the approach to the bend and added that he felt the two road signs were conflicting.  Mr. Fraser viewed the photographs and added that he did not find them confusing.  Mr. Thompson added that the sign had been put up to advise users that don’t know the road that they need to be cautious.  

Knowles Hill Speeding: Mr. Thompson advised the meeting that he understood that Mr. Rayson had written to the Parish Council advising them that the speeding isn’t sufficient enough to support traffic calming along this stretch of road.  Mr. Edwards asked Mr. Thompson if he could advise the meeting on how many occasions the mobile speed cameras had been to Knowles Hill.  Mr. Thompson replied that we had not been offered cameras we had been offered mobile activated speed signs and that the signs capture information over a period of three weeks and then the results will be compared against those recorded during the traffic calming survey.  Mr. Thompson also added that based on the traffic calming survey Knowles Hill does not qualify for the Speed Camera partnership programme which offers vans and a motorbike, as these target roads where fatalities and regular accidents happen.  

Mr. Edwards replied that the results from the Traffic Calming survey differed greatly to those recorded by the Speedwatch volunteers.  Mr. Thompson replied that the results taken by SCC are recorded over a 24 hour period and re-iterated that the data says that there is not a speed issue on this road.  Mr. Morris replied that there was a speeding issue and that there had been one fatality in the recent years and a bad accident where a driver had gone through the fence and that SCC had paid for the fence to be repaired.  Mr. Fraser replied that the speeds are within the government limit and that 85% of people are within the 33mph speed limit.  Mr. Edwards replied that the issue was with the other 15%.  Mr. Fraser replied that there was only a small problem.
HGV Vehicles:  The Clerk advised the meeting that she had spoken to Nestles and that they had said that they would be happy for signs to be erected at the junction of Church Road and Marston lane which said “No Access to Nestle”.  The Clerk asked Mr. Thompson how we could move forward with this.  Mr. Thompson advised that SCC did not support the erection of further street signs and that Nestle should be taking the issue more seriously and advise their drivers not to take this route.  Mr. Chinn replied that the problem was that drivers were being guided via their satellite navigation systems and that it is a huge factory operating on an international basis.
Mr. Fraser asked if it was a problem with the lorries going in or out and added that the lorries are passing through the village when it has a 7.5 tonne weight limit.  Mr. Fitton advised the meeting that he was concerned re the proposals for Hatton Bypass as it could have a negative impact on the village and added that the lorries are coming through the village and over speed bumps etc causing houses to vibrate and asked if SCC could look at the issues.  Mr. Fraser advised Mr. Thompson that lorries are coming through ignoring the signage and asked if he could offer any advice.  Mr. Thompson replied that we need some kind of enforcement.  Mr. Fraser added that the problem is that the weight restriction is only enforceable if you can prove that they are driving through the village and that although the law states that they can’t use the road they do.  Mr. Thompson advised the meeting that a scheme is currently being trialled in Gloucestershire and that more signage going up isn’t the answer as it isn’t effective.  Members agreed that the situation should be kept under review.  

Athlestan Way Footway: Mr. Thompson advised the meeting that a number of patchings have been made in the 2008 programme.  The Chairman replied that the footway was in a deplorable state and advised Mr. Thompson that the footway was one of the routes used by the “walking bus”.
SCC Various – Road Markings: 
Mr. Thompson advised that there was currently a large number of outstanding TRO’s and that it is not possible for the County to deliver on all of them.  Mr. Thompson went on to advise that there is currently 150 TRO’s outstanding and there is an issue of the workload related to issuing a TRO.  Mr. Thompson advised members that he had looked at the outstanding TRO’s for the village with Mr. Rayson and that they considered the TRO outside the shops to be the most critical issue.  Mr. Edwards replied that he felt the most critical issue was the one along Dovecliff Road.  
Mr. Fraser asked Mr. Thompson how he would feel about rebuilding the build out as it is the build out that causes the issues along Dovecliff Road.  Mr. Edwards commented that if the planning application for Winterley Lodge is re-submitted it will affect the road.  Mr. Thompson replied that the scheme wasn’t put in very long ago and that he understood that there had been a lot of correspondence from the Parish Council on this subject.  However, he advised that records indicated that speeds were lower since the build out was put in place.  
60.
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Mr. Winstone added that as a result of the build out, it puts you on the wrong side of the road with no visibility so speeds would be lower.  Mr. Taylor added that you need a refuge along the road so that you can pull in if something is coming from the opposite direction.  

Mr. Thompson advised that the build out had been put in to stop people speeding and that it worked.  Mr. Fraser asked members if there had been accidents and Mr. Edwards replied that we understood there had been.  Mr. Taylor added that he had been there when the road had become blocked.  Mr. Thompson re-iterated that the scheme had been put in after consultation and was to solve a speeding issue.  Mr. Taylor replied that he understood that and all that was needed was a small section of double yellow lines, which would allow for people to pull in safely.  
Mr. Thompson asked how high up on the priority list this issue was considered and added that there was only the facility for 10 TRO’s per year to be produced for East Staffs out of 150 requests.  Mr. Thompson added that between the six areas within Staffordshire County Council each area could only carry out 10 TRO’s each year.  Mr. Chinn added that he did not think this issue was something that should be massively ongoing.  Mr. Fraser replied that the budget has been set and it only allows for that amount of TRO’s to be carried out each year.  

Mr. Thompson advised members that SCC considered Burnside to be the area of highest priority based on traffic safety.  Mr. Edwards replied that Burnside is only an issue over short periods of time.  Mr. Fraser replied that Burnside was an issue and it was an issue all day long beginning with early deliveries and at times the pull out is as blind as Dovecliff Road.  Mr. Winstone proposed the vote that Dovecliff Road was of higher priority than Burnside.  All members voted in support of this proposal.  Mr. Thompson advised that SCC would need to carry out consultation with residents and that he expected that there would be objections but that he would be happy to take the issue forward.
SCC – 




Anslow Lane speed limit sign: Mr. Thompson reported that the sign had now been replaced.

Double yellow lines – Dovecliff Road: This item was covered under road markings.


Hardstanding at Bus Stops: Mr. Thompson advised that these works were ongoing.

Church Road Verges & Church Road Resurfacing:  Mr. Thompson advised that he had not been briefed on this item.  Mr. Fraser advised Mr. Thompson that the issue with Church Road is that we have been promised that it would be resurfaced for a number of years and that it was in a very poor condition, partly due to various utility companies coming along and digging it up for works.  Mr. Fraser advised that the issue with the verges was outside the church.  Mr. Edwards advised the meeting that the issue wasn’t with the Church Verges it was further along from Moseley Mews to the entrance of Hall Grounds.  Mr. Edwards advised that the problem was initially caused by bad strimming and that the verges now merge with the road.  Mr. Edwards also advised that there is a gas pipe outside 15 Church Road and added that it needed bollards.
Mr. Thompson advised members that it would need to be looked at and considered if it was a priority issue and added that if there isn’t a major safety issue then it would be considered as more of an environmental issue and that it may be something that could be looked at next time SCC are in the village.  Mr. Thompson added that they were currently reviewing all the roads and that Church Road was not on the five year programme.  Mr. Taylor replied that he thought it was a rolling five year programme that would be reviewed every year.  Mr. Edwards asked if SCC could specifically look at the patch of road by the Marston Lane junction.  Mr. Chinn asked Mr. Thompson if it was considered cost effective to patch the road and advised that a resident had asked Mr. Chinn to suggest to Mr. Thompson that he borrows her bike and cycles down the road.  Mr. Thompson replied that he wasn’t saying that it wasn’t an issue and advised that there are teams that will review the road.  Mr. Morris replied that he felt the roads were a bad indictment to SCC and that in places there were potholes 100mm deep.  Mr. Fraser replied that he agreed with Mr. Morris’s statement.  Members advised Mr. Thompson that the potholes were marked out a few months ago and that the filling came out with the frost. 

The Chairman thanked Mr. Thompson for attending the meeting.

61.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

Page 84, Mr. Edwards reported that he had checked the hedges, and that the vertical face had been cut but not the top of them.
62. CLERKS REPORT DATED 9th JANUARY 2008 
1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a. PA/02835/045/JPM Change of use from residential institution to dwelling including the erection of walling and gates, The Dower House, 1 Brookside, Mr. Mark Taylor

Members have no objections to this application.

b. LB/02835/046/JPM Internal and external alterations including the removal of a conservatory and flat roof extension and erection of walling and gates to facilitate the change of use from residential institution to dwelling, Dower House, Brookside.  Mr. Mark Taylor

Members have no objections to this application.

c. HO/22898/011/JKM Erection of a part  two storey rear extension single storey side extension and a first floor front extension (Amended Plans), 24 Alderbrook Close, Mr. & Mrs. Tennant.

Members would like to re-iterate our previous comments: - Members have no objections to this application.  Members would like it to be ensured that materials used match those of the existing building.  Members would also like to ensure that the development is not intrusive to the neighbouring properties.  Members would like to comment that the plans were very well put together and much clearer than many.

d. HO/11239/002/JPM Erection of a one and a half storey side extension including front and rear dormer extensions and a single storey rear extension, 1 Croft Close, Mr. & Mrs. Pickford.

Members are concerned with regards to the loss of the car parking spaces associated with this development.

e. HO/18951/004/JKM Erection of a part first floor part two storey side extension, single storey rear extension and conservatory including alteration to the existing access, 5 Walford Road, Mr. & Mrs. Morris

Members have no objections to this application.

f. CU/10486/019/JPM Conversion of stables to farm shop and existing store into toilet facilities, 

 Craythorne Farm, Craythorne Road, Stretton, Mr. & Mrs. Adams

Members have no objections and are in favour of this application.
g. TP/10506/008/JPM Pollard three lime trees W17 of TPO1 deadwood and remove some lower branches from Cedar tree, T215 of TPO1, Caernavon House, Hall Grounds, Mr. Millar.
Members would like the advice of the tree officer to be sought.

h. LB/22560/006/JKM Demolition of existing garage, erection of a detached building to form garage and store and construction of a 1.8metre high wall and associated gates, external alterations to front elevation and internal alterations to include formation of cloak room and utility, Craythorne Grange, Craythorne Road, Mr. & Mrs. Morgan.

Members have no objections to this application.

62. CLERKS REPORT DATED 9th JANUARY 2008 
1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS (continued)
i. HO/22560/005/JKM Erection of a detached building to form garage and store and construction of a 1.8metre high wall and associated gates, Craythorne Grange, Craythorne Road, Mr. & Mrs. Morgan

Members have no objections to this application.

2.

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS

Members noted the planning decisions.
3.
BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORT 


Mr. Morris made no report, but added that he did have additional comments to make to some of the items on the agenda, and added that he would address them as they arose.

4.


4.
SCC / ESBC – SHOTWOOD CLOSE – GRASS CUTTING / ESBC – OPEN SPACE 

(Clerks Report, Item 5)
Mr. Edwards declared a personal interest in this item.

It was confirmed that a site meeting would be taking place on 23rd January, 3pm with Bellways and ESBC to determine how they are going to stabilise the wall.  Mr. Edwards advised that he would be attending, and that Mr. Morris had been invited to attend as Borough Councillor.  The Chairman, Mr. Chinn and the Clerk agreed to attend on behalf of the Parish Council.

5.
SCC – BROOKSIDE (Clerks Report, Item 20)
Mr. Edwards requested a meeting to be arranged for the Highways Sub Committee to discuss various issues including the setts along Burnside.  A meeting was arranged for Monday 21st January, commencing at 7.30pm.  Mrs. Warren submitted her apologies for this meeting.

6.
SCC – KNOWLES HILL (Clerks Report, Item 6)
This Item was covered on the report of Mr. Thompson, SCC.  

7.

7.
SCC – MEMORIAL BENCH (Clerks Report, Item 7)


There was nothing further to discuss on this item and was covered in part 2 of the Clerks Report.

8.
SCC – HEAVY GOODS VEHICLES (Clerks Report, Ongoing Issues)
This Item was covered on the report of Mr. Thompson, SCC.  

9.
SCC - FOOTWAY ATHLESTAN WAY TO TOP KNOWLES HILL / BEACON ROAD JUNCTION

(Clerks


(Clerks Report, Ongoing Issues)
This Item was covered on the report of Mr. Thompson, SCC.  

10.
SCC VARIOUS – ROAD MARKINGS

This Item was covered on the report of Mr. Thompson, SCC.  

11. 11.
SCC – ANSLOW LANE SPEED LIMIT SIGN  

This Item was covered on the report of Mr. Thompson, SCC.  

62. CLERKS REPORT DATED 9th JANUARY 2008 
12.
SCC - DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD (Clerks Report, Ongoing Issues)
This Item was covered on the report of Mr. Thompson, SCC.  

13.


13.
HARDSTANDING AT BUS STOPS (Clerks Report, Ongoing Issues)
This Item was covered on the report of Mr. Thompson, SCC.  

14.
SCC – COUNCIL FARMS (Clerks Report, Item 26)
Mr. Edwards advised that the SCC website has a link on it with regards to the future of the Counties Farms and that they were asking for people’s opinions.  Mr. Edwards advised that the following question was on the website:-

"Do you feel that owning and operating a farms estate should be a high priority for the County Council?"
Mr. Edwards added that as they were asking for peoples opinions he felt that we should write.  Mr. Morris advised that he had written to Janet Dean, MP.  Members agreed that we should write to SCC and advise them that we are strongly opposed to their proposals.
15.
SCC – CHURCH ROAD VERGES
This Item was covered on the report of Mr. Thompson, SCC.  

16.
SCC – CHURCH ROAD RESURFACING

This Item was covered on the report of Mr. Thompson, SCC.  

17. 17.
SCC – FOOTWAY OUTSIDE CHERRY COTTAGE (Clerks Report, Ongoing Issues)
It was discussed that members had agreed that we would keep an eye on the issue and that it should be kept on the agenda.

18. 18.
SCC – FOOTPATH 1 (GLEBE CLOSE TO STATION ROAD) (Clerks Report, Ongoing Issues)
Members noted that this issue had been reported to SCC.



19.
ANNUAL FOOTPATH WALKS 2008



It was confirmed that this years annual footpath walks would take place on Tuesday 3rd and Tuesday 10th June, 

June commencing at 7.00pm from the Spread Eagle.

It was reported that some work had been carried out over the weekend by Burton Conservation Volunteers to the entrance of Shotwood Hill footpath and as a result two complaints had been received, one via the Clerk and one via Mr. Chinn.  Mr. Chinn produced some photographs of the work that had been carried out and advised that he had spoken with Mr. Thompson and that the work carried out by Burton Conservation Volunteers had been done so after consultation with him.  Mr. Morris reported that he had spoken to Lawrence Oates and he had said that it would be possible for the gap to be widened by an inch or two, but that it couldn’t be done any further than that because it needed to prevent cattle getting through.  Mr. Chinn added that Mr. Thompson was able to get through the gap.


20.
ESBC – PRECEPT REQUIREMENTS (Clerks Report, Item 15)

Mr. Edwards proposed that the precept should be increased by 10% in order to bolster the reserves.  All members agreed 

voted in favour of this proposal meaning that the precept would be set at £43,450.00 for the 2008/09 financial year.

62. CLERKS REPORT DATED 9th JANUARY 2008 
20.
ESBC – PRECEPT REQUIREMENTS (continued)
The Chairman proposed that the bus shelters should be replaced under the Capital Projects.  Mr. Edwards replied that he had spoken to P.C. Lear with regards to the proposal for a seat to be put in the bus shelter opposite the Spread Eagle and that P.C. Lear was against it and had advised that he was instrumental in getting the seats removed from the Bus Shelters in Tutbury.  Mr. Taylor added that the Parish Council had agreed several months ago for a seat to be installed in this shelter.  
Mr. Edwards replied that a vote should be taken.  Mr. Taylor re-iterated that the Parish council had already agreed for a seat to be erected, to which Mr. Edwards replied a vote only stands for six months.

Mrs. Warren added that the seats in shelters around London are plastic sloping seats and virtually vandal proof.  Mr. Taylor added that there were seats in the Lychgate and that there was no vandalism there.  Mr. Taylor added that the seat should be installed and could then be reviewed after six months.  The Chairman asked for the Capital Projects to be added onto the next agenda as they would be dependant on the increase in the precept.

21.

21.
ESBC – WASP 




Mr. Chinn advised the meeting that we could get American Elm Trees free of charge to replace any trees that

 that may need to be removed.  The Chairman proposed that we apply for an additional £1,000 through the WASP


scheme towards the tree works on The Croft.   Members noted that the works would need to be completed by the end

 end of March 2008 as the WASP payment would be for the 2007/08 financial year.



22.

22.
ESBC – LEAP REPORT
The Clerk reported that following our letters to ESBC she had now spoken with Mr. Scott who had advised that ESBC had completed the works identified as their responsibility during the LEAP programme, but that they had no authority over the other bodies to ensure that the works identified as their responsibility were carried out. Mr. Scott advised that the gentleman who had been in charge of the LEAP programme had now left the authorities employment and ESBC were now planning which areas they would focus on in 2008. 
23.

23.
ESBC – FRIENDS OF BROOK HOLLOWS (Clerks Report, Ongoing Issues)
Members noted the details of this item and that a replacement was still being sought for Mr. Carlton.
24.

24.
ESBC – LAND ADJACENT 4 MARSTON LANE (Clerks Report, Ongoing Issues)
The Clerk advised that Mr. Freeman, ESBC had visited the site and advised that at present it did not warrant action under the untidy land act, but that he would be happy to view the site again in the Spring.  Mr. Edwards advised that he was concerned that the response from ESBC reported in the Clerks Report stated “until the land is developed”. Mr. Morris replied that the statement shouldn’t be read into, as Mr. Freeman would be no more aware of any development than the Parish Council.  Mr. Taylor added that he had also read it to indicate that a development was planned for the site.  Members discussed the possibility of a hedge or fence being erected at the front of the site.  The Chairman added that when she had attended the site meeting last summer with the landowner and ESBC, ESBC had been very specific in stating that the new trees along with those that were re-generating should not be touched.  Members agreed to re-visit this item later on in the year.

25.

25.
ESBC – HOUSING GROWTH POINT (Clerks Report, Item 3)



Members noted that Mr. Somerfield would be attending the next Parish Council meeting,

26.

26.
SPCA – ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP



Members discussed the letter that had been sent by Meera Theemerajah.  Mr. Chinn commented that he did


not feel that the letter addressed our problems and Mr. Edwards added that the letter was re-writing history.  


Mr. Fitton added that he had read the recent SPCA newsletter and noted the articles on Quality Status and the new 



Local Government and Public Involvement Act which will give more power to Parish Councils.  
62.
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26.
SPCA – ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP (continued)

Mr. Morris added that he felt it was important for the Parish Council to go for Quality Status.  Mr. Edwards proposed that the membership should not be renewed and this was seconded by Mr. Chinn.  Members agreed not to renew the annual membership, but to review their decision in twelve months time.

 



27.

27.
STAFFORDSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST – ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP




Mr. Edwards proposed and members unanimously agreed to renew the annual membership at a cost of £36



£36.00.
28.  

28.
VILLAGE CLEAN UP DAY 2008
It was confirmed that Village Clean up Day would take place on Saturday 10th May, commencing at 9.30am.
29. 29.
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2008 (Clerks Report, Item 13)
It was confirmed that the Annual Parish meeting would take place on Monday 21st April, commencing at 7.30pm in the Methodist Chapel Schoolrooms.  Mr. Winstone asked for this item to be added to the next agenda, as he advised that he would maybe like to see the meeting incorporated with the Village Liaison meeting,



30.
HATTON BYPASS (Clerks Report, Item 11)
It was agreed to write to South Derbyshire District Council and ask for details on their proposals.


31.
SPEEDWATCH



Members unanimously agreed not to resurrect the Speed watch scheme.



32.
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (Clerks Report, Item 12)


Mr. Morris, Mr. Edwards and Mr. Chinn all agreed that they would like to visit the Environment Agency offices and  



it was agreed that a new date would be arranged.  Mr. Edwards asked if they would be able to explain “why the works t

works that they had previously carried out in Hatton were inadequate”.  


 
33.
RECREATIONAL 

Craythorne Field Roadside Boundary Fence/Hedge:  Members agreed that a quote should be sought for a replacement fence with wire woven round it and hawthorns.
Westbury Homes/ Craythorne Field Byelaw Signs:  Members noted that quotations were in part 2 of the clerks report.
Westbury Homes/ Craythorne Field Footpath Handrail: Members noted the response from Mr. Oates, ESBC on this issue.  Mr. Edwards added that the path really need re-grading and requested that we ask for it to be re-graded as it is at the wrong slope.  Members agreed that we should ask for this and advise that we consider the path to be dangerous.
Footpath from Westbury Homes to Meadow View Play area:  It was noted that this footpath needed to be looked at as it stopped short.  It was suggested that some limestone chippings could be put down.
Craythorne Car Park: Members agreed that the issues with Craythorne Car Parking surfacing needed to be looked at, but resolved that this should be done once the precept had been agreed by ESBC and that we should look at obtaining grants towards the work.
Craythorne RADAR lock: Members agreed not to proceed with looking into alternative options to allow disability access onto Craythorne Field.
62.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 9th JANUARY 2008 

33.
RECREATIONAL (continued)
Craythorne Field Rules of Use:  Mr. Edwards advised that he had been approached by the Football Club and they had advised him that there was an issue of dog fouling on the pitches.  Mr. Edwards suggested that if “Rules of use” were agreed, it could take dogs off the pitches.  The Clerk advised members that the football club had requested the field to by cut, and as members had agreed at the previous meeting to pay for a cut to take place if requested, she had asked Mr. Gould to carry one out once the weather permitted. 
Mr. Morris advised that he had received a telephone call from a Meadow View resident who had advised him that people were letting their dogs off their leads and that the dogs were fouling all over the open space.  The gentleman advised that he had approached the dog owners, but had subsequently had broken glass put under his car tyres.   Mr. Edwards advised the meeting that he had questioned before “how do you enforce the byelaws”.  Mr. Morris replied that a majority of people do adhere to the byelaws.

Craythorne Field Drainage: The Chairman advised that no verti-drainage had been carried out in 2007 and asked members if they wished it to be carried out in 2008.  Mr. Edwards asked if it was the way forward.  Mr. Morris added that he thought the water drained to Meadow View.  Mr. Edwards replied that he had spoken to John Hayward and the ditches needed digging out as the outflow pipe is often covered.  Members discussed that we used to verti-drain and that they had noticed no difference by not carrying it out in 2007.  Mr. Fitton asked if the problem had got worse and Mr. Winstone replied that he has recently looked at the ditches and they were stagnant.  
Rolleston Football Club:  It was agreed that it should be added to the next agenda to discuss the possibility of the football club paying fees.  
Jinny Nature Trail: Members noted the email that had been received from Stretton Parish Council.  
Elizabeth Avenue Play Area:  Members noted that the gate had now been fixed. 
Elizabeth Avenue/ Beacon Road Gate:  Mr. Edwards asked if it was necessary to replace the gate with another gate and advised that Mr. Winstone had suggested that some kind of barrier might be an alternative option.
Elizabeth Avenue / Beacon Road Footpath:  Members discussed the surfacing of the footpath and agreed that any projects would be dependant on finance.
 
Footpath 14: Mr. Morris replied that he was meeting with Mr. Oates to go and have a look at the path.
Meadow View Play Area:  Members discussed the two letters that had been received and resolved that if the play area was being used then it should be kept, but that it would be necessary to look at both the existing equipment and surfacing as it was suffering from subsidence.  Mr. Edwards advised members that he had looked at the cost of tennis courts and they were £16,000 upwards and added that there would also be an issue with car parking.
34.
PA/2007/00953 ROLLESTON CRICKET CLUB/WINTERLEY LODGE (Clerks Report, Item 8)
Members noted the details of the letter that had been sent by Mr. Jobson to ESBC with regards to the above application.

35.
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE / YOUTH COUNCIL (Clerks Report, Ongoing Issues)
Mrs. Carlton advised that there was nothing further to report on this matter and that the initial positive comments from the Local Democracy Team, SCC had fallen by the wayside.  Members agreed to place an article in the Rollestonian.
62.
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36.
VOLUNTARY CAR SERVICE (Clerks Report, ongoing issues)
Mr. Chinn advised members that he had got a lot of information on this subject and that the project was more likely to be a Community Bus Service.  Mr. Chinn added that he had spoken to Hatton, Anslow and Tutbury Parish Councils with regards to the matter and that the next stage was to establish the need.  Mr. Morris advised members that he had received an email this week from a lady who had paid £6.00 each way to get to the hospital.
37.
BUS PASSENGER BODY CONSULTATION
Members noted the details of the Bus Passenger Body Consultation provided on the Clerks Report.  Mr. Chinn advised that he had looked at the item on the internet, and that it looked like they were trying to do what the Parish Council are trying to do with the community bus service.

38.
BUS SHELTERS – VARIOUS (Clerks Report, ongoing issues)
Seat in 

Bus Shelter opposite Spread Eagle: Members agreed earlier in the meeting that a seat should be installed in this bus she

shelter.

Bus Shelter Shotwood Close:  Mr. Edwards asked if there was something we could do to try and resolve the issues between the land owner and the County Council.  Mr. Jennings, a member of the public advised that the kerb needed dropping in order to allow Mr. Thompson to have access to his field.   Members agreed that we should write to SCC.
Bus Shelter Burnside: Members discussed the issues surrounding the request for a shelter and the Chairman proposed that there should not be a shelter in this location.  All members voted in support of the proposal.
39.
DOG FOULING

The Clerk advised that she had spoken to ESBC with regards to the suggestion that dog bins were needed at the end of footpath 14 and at the Walford Road jitty and that they had advised that they could provide the bins, but that they would need to be emptied by a private contractor at the Parish Councils expense.  Members agreed not to proceed with this matter.

40.
PARISH PLAN
Item 14 re Highfield Motors:  Mr. Edwards queried the status of this issue and advised that members had not objected to the application.  Members replied that they had objected when the outline application was submitted.  Mr. Edwards replied that it was on record that the Parish Council had not made any objections.
Item 18 re Flood Wardens:  Mr. Edwards asked what the Parish Council was doing about trying to find two new flood wardens.  He was advised that adverts had been placed in previous copies of the Rollestonian and that we would try again in the next edition.  

Mr. Winstone added that the more time that was spent discussing these issues, the less time there would be to review quotes and the other items in part 2 of the Clerks Report.

41.
ROLLESTON ALMSHOUSE CHARITY – NOMINATED TRUSTEE (Clerks Report, Item 19)
The Chairman advised the meeting that she knew of someone who wished to stand when the issues were resolved.  Mr. Fitton added that he thought the problem was that our trustee had had a conflict of interest.  Mr. Chinn advised that he had resigned due to a specific issue.  Mr. Morris suggested that now the issues were almost resolved, that Mr. Chinn should be nominated again.  Mr. Chinn replied that he felt that we should see what the Trustees thought about the suggestion.
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42. 

42.
COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT (Clerks Report, Ongoing Issues)
  



Mr. Chinn advised that the registration of the land was underway and that he had been asked to look into the 

difference between registering the land as Common Land and as a Village Green.  Mr. Chinn advised that by 



registering the land as a Village Green it allowed a wider variety of activities to take place.



 


43.
WEST MIDLANDS REGIONAL ASSEMBLY – DRAFT REVIEW



Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.
44. 44.
SLCC – ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
Members noted the decision of the Clerk not to renew the annual membership.



45.
VILLAGE PANCAKE RACES



Members unanimously agreed to allow permission for the Civic Trust to host this year’s annual pancake races o

 races on The Croft.

46. 46.
COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF STAFFORDSHIRE
Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report. 



47.
ESBC – VALIDATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS – CONSULTATION (1APP)


Mr. Edwards advised members that this item also included implications to Item 48 and that the government were 



looking to standardise planning applications.  Mr. Edwards added that if we chose to receive the planning 

applications via electronic notification when they are presented to members they will be of A4 size not in A1. Members agreed that they would be happy to receive the applications in this format.  
48.
ESBC – ELECTRONIC CONSULTATIONS ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS




 This item was covered under item number 47.
49.

49.
SCC – VARIOUS



Members noted the details of these items from the Clerks Report.



50.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

Members agreed that the following accounts should be paid:-
a.
Mrs. H. Light



1592



£542.44


(Salary)

b.
Mrs. H. Light



1593



£27.52


(Telephone & Internet)

c.
HM Revenue & Customs


1594



£47.29

(Clerk Tax & N.I.)

d.
Mr. P. Gould



1595



£1048.03

(Environmental & Mowing)

e.
Mrs. J. Gregory



1596



£50.00


(Glass Collection)

f.
ESBC




1597



£190.09

(Bin Emptying)
62.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 9th JANUARY 2008 

50.





50.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)

g.
Staffordshire Newspapers


1598



£112.99


(Advert for Environmental & Mowing Contracts)

h.
Derby Telegraph



1599



£95.18


(Advert for Environmental & Mowing Contracts)

i.
Mr. Richard Bush



1600



£39.98


(Village Webmaster)

j.
Bibby Factors



1602



£26.83




(Viking Office Supplies)
Cheque number 1601 was voided due to a clerical error.  Mr. Winstone and Mr. Taylor signed the corresponding cheques and invoices.

51.
ENVIRONMENTAL & MOWING OFFICERS CONTRACT
Members noted the details of this item.

52.
REPORTS

Members noted that the following reports had been received:-

a. The Wildlife Trusts Natural World, Winter 2007

b. The Wildlife Trusts, Staffordshire Wildlife December 2007

c. The Wildlife Trusts, Wild Bird Food Catalogue, 2007-2008
d. West Midlands Regional Assembly, Speaking Out Issue 17

e. Staffordshire Parish Councils Association Newsletter, December 2007

f. Staffordshire Fire & Rescue Service, Staffordshire Safety Plan 2008 -2011

g. SCC, Winter Driving Leaflet 2007/08

61.
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
a. “Friends of Rolleston Open Spaces”, Mr. Winstone asked for this item to be added to the sub-committee agenda.
b. Mr. Edwards advised that he had two items to be added to the part 2 agenda.

c. It was suggested that the Clerk could put together an appendix to go at the back of the Clerks Report which listed    all outstanding items. 

d. It was suggested that the meetings could start at 7pm in order to bring them to a close at a reasonable time.
The Chairman moved that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
53.
THE CROFT (Clerks Report, Ongoing Issues)
Members noted that a further meeting had now taken place with the Almshouse Trustees and that they had agreed to transfer the registration of The Croft back to the Parish Council.  The Clerk advised that the Parish Council would need to carry out some searches, and that the Local Land Charges Search would need to be carried out by ESBC at a cost of £150.00 and that the Clerk had ordered the necessary forms for completion from a law stationers at an estimated cost of £25.00.
54.
THE CROFT - TREES
Members noted that in light of the above, arrangements would now need to be made for the works required to the trees.
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55.
ROLLESTON ALMSHOUSE CHARITY – FOR INFORMATION

Members noted the details of this item.

57.
MEMORIAL BENCH 

Mr. Winstone advised the meeting that he had had another long discussion with Mr. Bloor and that Mr. Bloor had advised that he would not be willing to compromise on the plaque and as a result Mr. Winstone now understood that Mr. Bloor had spoken with SCC and has insured the bench himself.  Mr. Winstone concluded that he felt that we had probably done as much as we could with regards to the changes, but that he would be happy to pursue the issue if that is what members wanted.  Mr. Edwards replied that he felt it was poor if people could erect what they want on Highways property and get away with it.  Mr. Taylor added that the colour of the bench had been changed which was the major aspect.

After frank discussion on personal and prejudicial interests, Mr. Toon left the meeting.

Mr. Fitton proposed that the Parish Council should write to SCC and state that we now consider the matter to be closed, but that members were very disappointed in the way in which SCC had conducted themselves, and that we hoped lessons had been learnt from the issue and that procedures within SCC have been changed so that a similar incident does not happen in the future.  Mr. Winstone seconded the proposal, Mr. Edwards abstained from the vote and all other members voted in support of the proposal.
58.
RECREATIONAL BYELAW SIGNS 

Members approved the quotations for the following which was provided by Hardy Signs:-

Craythorne Field
1no. Byelaws Sign size 1000x650mm consisting of aluminium faced panel c/w printed face as per attached design or similar.





Cost ………………….. £175.00+vat
3no. Dog Sign size 295x448mm consisting of aluminium faced panel c/w printed face as per attached design or similar (1 x new footpath, 2 x entrances to field from Craythorne Woods).

Cost ………………….. £82.50+vat each
It was agreed that a decision with regards to the signage for the Elizabeth Avenue/Beacon Road gate should be deferred until it has been decided if a replacement gate or barrier is to be erected.

Chairman
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