ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 14TH JANUARY 2008
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following application has been received:-

a. PA/02835/045/JPM Change of use from residential institution to dwelling including the erection of walling and gates, The Dower House, 1 Brookside, Mr. Mark Taylor

b. LB/02835/046/JPM Internal and external alterations including the removal of a conservatory and flat roof extension and erection of walling and gates to facilitate the change of use from residential institution to dwelling, Dower House, Brookside.  Mr. Mark Taylor

c.HO/22898/011/JKM Erection of a part  two storey rear extension single storey side extension and a first floor front extension (Amended Plans), 24 Alderbrook Close, Mr. & Mrs. Tennant.

d. HO/11239/002/JPM Erection of a one and a half storey side extension including front and rear dormer     extensions and a single storey rear extension, 1 Croft Close, Mr. & Mrs. Pickford.

e. HO/18951/004/JKM Erection of a part first floor part two storey side extension, single storey rear extension and conservatory including alteration to the existing access, 5 Walford Road, Mr. & Mrs. Morris

f. CU/10486/019/JPM Conversion of stables to farm shop and existing store into toilet facilities, 
   Craythorne Farm, Craythorne Road, Stretton, Mr. & Mrs. Adams

It was necessary to make comment on the following application prior to this meeting, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Toon and Mrs. Toon made the following comments:-

a. HO/22898/011/JKM Erection of a part single part two storey rear extension single storey side extension and a            first floor front extension, 24 Alderbrook Close, Mr. & Mrs. Tennant.

Members would like to re-iterate our previous comments: - Members have no objections to this application.  Members would like it to be ensured that materials used match those of the existing building.  Members would also like to ensure that the development is not intrusive to the neighbouring properties.  Members would like to comment that the plans were very well put together and much clearer than many.

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS
The following applications have been permitted:-

a. TP/27804/003/JKM Deadwood and thin one blue Atlas Cedar T1 of TPO 199, Ivy Cottage, Chapel Lane, 

Mr. McLoughlin

b.     TN/27533/002/JKM Removal of seven sycamore trees, Land adjacent 26 Shotwood Close, Bellway Homes

c. HO/23183/007/JKM Retention of roller shutter garage door, Brooklyn, Chapel Lane, Mr. Hinton

d. HO/19583/003/JKM Erection of a part single storey, part two storey side extension, Ravenswood, Tutbury Road Rural, Mr. & Mrs. Hidson

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS (continued)
The following application has been refused:-

a.     PA/04724/002/JKM Erection of a detached dwelling, rear of Key House, South Hill, Mr. Evans

b.     TP/04437/008/JKM Removal of one Copper Beech tree T200 of TPO No 1, 30 Hall Road, Mr. Fellows. 

3.
BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORT
Mr. Morris will be invited to make a report.

4.
SCC / ESBC – SHOTWOOD CLOSE – GRASS CUTTING / ESBC – OPEN SPACE
The planning approval has been passed for the removal of the seven sycamore trees.  Mr. Morris has advised that ESBC have set a completion date for the release of the 106 Agreement money for February 2008.  A site meeting has been arranged by Bellways and ESBC for 23rd January, 3pm with regards to the repair works to be carried out. Representatives from the Parish Council are invited to attend.    
Mr. Gould has been asked to provide quotations for the mowing of the Open Space and all of the grass verges within Shotwood Close at the same frequency as the other cuts within the village.  It is hoped that these quotations will be received in time for the meeting.  

5. SCC – BROOKSIDE
Silver Birch Tree:  A letter has been sent to SCC advising that members are happy for the Silver Birch tree to be removed, as long as the footway is flattened and made good.  The following response has been received from SCC:-
“With reference to the silver Birch tree I will pass this on to my colleague Roy Carr to organize the dismantle of the tree budgets permitting and I can reassure members that the footway  will be reinstated after the tree has been removed”
Setts:  Mr. Edwards asked for this item to be added 
Drainage: The following update has been received from Mr. McKeown, SCC:-
“I have carried out further investigation work on 3-1-08 at Brookside and found possible underground pipe damage and I will be contacting the utility company concerned as it may be there responsibility and to give them the opportunity to deal with this, if not then I will organize a dig up and repair by my contractors”.
6. SCC – KNOWLES HILL 
This matter was discussed by the Highways Sub-Committee at their October meeting, and it was agreed that members did not think that it would be necessary to speak to the residents with regards to this matter and that SCC should be asked to carry out a second traffic calming survey on the bend.  Staffordshire County Council has now been asked to carry out a second survey on the bend and have also been asked to look at the existing signage.  

The last correspondence from SCC on this matter was June 2007 when Mr. Rayson, SCC reported as follows:-

“Having looked at the traffic data there does not appear to be either an accident history at this location or a speeding issue, with only 2 reported accidents in the last couple of years.  The installation of rumble strips and the recently added yellow backed chevrons also help to reduce speed.  Recent speed counts done by the County Council show that the 85% speed along Knowles Hill is around 33mph, I am aware that this may be different to those taken by local residents, however, I would point out that our survey is electronic and done over a 24hour period over a number of days, whereby your speed watch survey is done by local residents intermittently and it is likely that their presence does have an impact on the results found”.  

6. SCC – KNOWLES HILL (continued)
“The use of speed cameras here would not be appropriate and if compared against other sites within the county which have been assessed for speed cameras I am afraid Knowles Hill would not come out very high on the priority list.  However, the County Council are to purchase a number of mobile vehicle actuated speed signs, to which I am happy to add Knowles Hill to the list of sites where these will visit”. 


Members agreed at this time, that we would write to SCC and ask for the mobile speed signs to visit Knowles Hill.  
7.
SCC – MEMORIAL BENCH
A letter has been sent to Mr. Bloor with regards to the plaque.  This item is also in part 2 should further confidential discussion need to take place.

8. SCC – HEAVY GOODS VEHICLES

Members discussed at the last meeting that the signs that have been erected by SCC appear to be having little effect on the HGV’s.  A letter has been sent to Nestle asking them to help us try and resolve the issues.

9. SCC - FOOTWAY ATHLESTAN WAY TO TOP KNOWLES HILL / BEACON ROAD JUNCTION

The following update has been received from Mr. McKeown, SCC:-

“The footway on Rolleston road from junc Athleston way to Beacon rd will be patched repaired for the moment rather than resurfaced due to budgetary issues and I will issue an order to that affect this week”
10. SCC VARIOUS – ROAD MARKINGS

The status of this item remains the same as it did at our December meeting:-
Old Post Office: Unfortunately the Old Post Office issue is not as simple as arranging for the lines to be painted in. I understand that the legal order requires changing; therefore we require an amendment to the TRO which means that this is on the same list as the other requests. I apologise for any confusion over this matter. However, I have asked my traffic management technician to undertake this work as a matter of urgency. I shall come back to you with a realistic timescale here.

Burnside:  My traffic management engineer has assessed the preferred option for Burnside and it has been given a ‘medium’ rating, similar to that of Dovecliffe Road. However, I believe this should receive a higher rating than this and as such I am seeking to get the TRO request submitted for this scheme. However, realistically I cannot see this being delivered until after April 2008.

Road Markings, Station Road: We believe that these markings may have been partially replaced by a utility company working in the area, by mistake. Arrangements are being made for these marking to be fully burnt off during the next visit by my white lining contractor.

11.
SCC – ANSLOW LANE SPEED LIMIT SIGN  

Members were advised at the December meeting that SCC anticipated that the replacement sign would be erected by the end of December.  It was therefore agreed that this item would be added to the January agenda.
12.
SCC - DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD 
A letter has been sent to SCC advising them that this is an issue of high priority. 

13.
SCC – HARDSTANDING AT BUS STOPS

The following update has been received from Mr. McKeown, SCC:-

“I will be making a start w/c 7-1-08 on the bus stops in the Rolleston area with regard to hard standing”
14. SCC – COUNCIL FARMS
Mr. Edwards has asked for this item to be added to the agenda and suggested that a letter should be sent to SCC.  The item was last covered in the Borough Councillors report, 13th August 2007.
15. SCC – CHURCH ROAD VERGES
Mr. Edwards has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.  The last correspondence between the Parish Council and SCC on this matter was June 2007 when the following response was received:-

“The verges have been looked at and there are currently no proposals to do any further works here.  However this area is inspected monthly as part of our inspection schedule and any works identified by the safety inspection will be attended to accordingly”

16. SCC – CHURCH ROAD RESURFACING
The last correspondence received from SCC on this matter was May 2007 via a letter addressed to Hall Grounds Residents Association.  Members are advised that it was agreed at that time that we would chase the issue again with SCC at the beginning of 2008.  The correspondence referred to was as follows:-

“As I am sure Rolleston Parish Council have expressed to you the County Council are having to review the strategy on how and where highway maintenance funds are delivered to ensure that the resources are spent wisely”. 
“The government require that local authorities develop five year programmes, allocating funds County wide on priorities generated by road condition surveys.  The aim of the changes are to ensure that funds are targeted to repair the roads in the poorest condition and to provide a clearer picture as to when repair works are likely to take place. it is hoped this will ensure we make best use of both the contractor resources and funding where available”.
“I appreciate that both Church Road and Station Road visually look in a poor condition, structurally they are not as bad as other roads within Staffordshire, hence not being included within the current five year programme.  This programme is however, reviewed annually and I will continue to press for their inclusion.  We will however continue to inspect these roads and will undertake safety repairs as necessary to prevent any further deterioration”.

17.
SCC – FOOTPATH OUTSIDE CHERRY COTTAGE

Members are advised that the large pebbles still litter the footway, although repairs have now been made to the footway.  The last correspondence from SCC on this matter was on 12th September 2007 from Mr. McKeown and was as follows:-

“With reference to the above, my inspector has previously sent a letter to the resident and they have taken action to clean up. This situation however seems to be ongoing so action will be taken to conclude a permanent solution.   I will also send an order to my contractors to make a repair to the footway o/s the same”.

At the October meeting members discussed that the house had been sold and therefore it would be up to the new owner to try and resolve the issues.

18.
SCC – FOOTPATH 1 (GLEBE CLOSE TO STATION ROAD)


Mr. Winstone raised the issue of the footpath at the lat meeting.  It was discussed that the concreted part of the footpath leading from Glebe Close was the responsibility of SCC, although it was not clear who owned the cobbled/stoned driveway that leads down onto Station Road.  SCC have been asked to clarify the situation and advised that an accident has occurred as a result of the two concrete slabs.  

19.
ANNUAL FOOTPATH WALKS 2008

Dates for this years Annual Footpath Walks are proposed for Tuesday 3rd and Tuesday 10th June, commencing at 6pm.  
20.
ESBC – PRECEPT REQUIREMENTS
Estimates of the Parish Councils Precept requirements for the year 2008/09 have been prepared and are attached for members comment.
Information has been passed from ESBC advising that the tax base will be £1350.48.   This means that if the parish council wishes to raise £1,000 by way of a precept next year this would result in a charge of £0.74 for a band D property.
21.
ESBC – WASP 


Members are advised that there is an opportunity to bid for a further £1,000 through the WASP scheme.  Members are asked to bring some suggestions for short term projects that could benefit from this money to the meeting.  Any project would need to be completed by the end of this financial year in order to qualify.  Some suggestions are: - Spread Eagle noticeboard, painting of Elizabeth Avenue play area railings, replacement of gate leading from Elizabeth Avenue to Beacon Road, tree works on The Croft.
22.
ESBC – LEAP REPORT

No response has been received from ESBC following our letter to them (as reported November 2007) with regards to the LEAP report.  Members are reminded that the Highways sub-committee has reviewed the report that was compiled by ESBC in 2006, and have asked ESBC to confirm what follow up action is being taken by them, as many of the issues remain.  A further letter (December 2007) has now been sent to ESBC.
23.
ESBC – FRIENDS OF BROOK HOLLOWS
This matter was last discussed at the October meeting, when it was reported that Mr. Crossley, ESBC had advised as follows:-

“I will ask Tony as Grounds Manager to visit the site for two purposes - a) to look at the paths and action some work soon to cut back any overhanging trees / shrubs and b) to identify the full range of work that would be appropriately incorporated into the grounds contract so that maintenance standards and safety standards can definitely be sustained in the absence of the Civic Society's own work”.

 

“In terms of the Friends of Brook Hollows I will explain the background to my new line manager and agree whether we can take the work forward appropriately yet. At this point we have restructured and filled a number of posts but Bethan is currently on maternity leave, Corinne is on maternity leave but returning part time in October and I am leaving the Authority in mid October - so we continue as a Service to have some significant pressures on staffing and are therefore wary of commencing new initiatives and projects if we might not do justice to them. I will ensure some further feedback is given to you once I have had that dialogue with him”.

23.
ESBC – FRIENDS OF BROOK HOLLOWS (continued)
“I have had confirmation Tony will visit the site soon and cost up adding the maintenance to the contract. We will then in discussion with yourselves and the Civic Society agree at least in the short term if and when it should be included in the grounds contract to ensure an appropriate appearance even if other volunteers may emerge in due course from a wider friends group that wish to take on such a direct maintenance role”.

Members are reminded that as of the start of the next season, Mr. Carlton will not be undertaking any further works within Brook Hollows.

24.
ESBC – LAND ADJACENT 4 MARSTON LANE

Mr. Edwards expressed his concerns with regards to this at the last meeting and asked for the item to be added to the agenda.  Members are advised that the history with regards to the site is as follows:-


Following the unlawful felling of the trees on the site and subsequent successful prosecution of the landowner, a site meeting was held in July 2007 between the landowner, Mr. Freeman, Senior Enforcement Officer, ESBC, Mrs. Toon, Mr.  Morris and the Clerk as the Parish Council had expressed their concerns with how the sight had become overgrown and unsightly.  It was agreed that the landowner would clear the seasonal growth, but that none of the newly planted trees or those that were re-generating should be touched.  An email has been sent to Mr. Freeman advising him that the sight has once again become overgrown and unsightly and asking what action if any can be taken.  The following response has been received:-
“This is obviously going to be an ongoing problem on this site until it is developed. I will take a look at it when I am next in Rolleston and make an assessment.”
25.
ESBC – HOUSING GROWTH POINT

The Clerk has confirmed that Mr. Somerfield, Principal Policy Officer, ESBC will be attending the February Parish Council meeting to speak to members about this issue. 
26.
SPCA – ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP


A copy of the letter referred to by SPCA at our last meeting has now been received.  Attached is a copy for member’s perusal.  Members are asked to decide if they wish to continue with membership or if they wish to formally cancel our involvement with SPCA.
27.
STAFFORDSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST – ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP

Members are asked to consider if they wish to renew our annual membership at a cost of £36.00.
28.  
VILLAGE CLEAN UP DAY 2008

It is proposed that this years Annual Village Clean up takes place on Saturday 10th May. 
29.
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2008

It is proposed that this years Annual Parish Meeting should take place on Monday 21st April, commencing at 7.30pm. 
30.
HATTON BYPASS

Mr. Edwards and Mr. Fitton asked for this item to be added to the Clerks Report through “Items for the next agenda” at our December meeting. 
31.
SPEEDWATCH

Members are asked to formally consider the future of Speedwatch.  

32.
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY
A letter has been received from the Environment Agency in response to our November letter asking for information on the River Dove Strategy.  A copy of the letter is attached.


The following letter has been received from Mr. Richard Curl of the Environment Agency following our letter to them asking if they have an obligation to keep the water courses clear:-


To help answer the question “Does the Environment Agency have an obligation to keep the water courses clear” I have included a copy of our Living on the Edge booklet.  On Page 7. Titled the role of the Environment Agency, it states under the Water Resources Act 1991 the Agency has powers to maintain and improve main rivers for the efficient passage of flood flow and the management of water levels.  These powers are permissive only, so there is no obligation on the Agency to carry out either maintenance or new works on main rivers.  I hope this clearly explains the matter and I am sure the booklet will help other members of the parish council appreciate our situation.  


Members are advised that a trip was planned to the Environment Agency offices in 2007, but was postponed due to the lack of flood wardens and Parish Council members able to attend.  Members are asked to confirm if they would like a new date to be arranged.  

33. RECREATIONAL ISSUES

Craythorne Field Roadside Boundary Fence/Hedge: Members were asked at the last Parish Council meeting to look at the boundary fencing along Craythorne Road as it is in a very poor state and needs attention.  Members are asked to bring their suggestions for its replacement to the meeting.  The Clerk has been advised that it may be beneficial for wire to be woven around the fencing as it present people climb through it as a short cut, hence shortening the lifespan.  
Westbury Homes/ Craythorne Field Byelaw Signs: Quotations are in part 2 for the byelaw signs to be erected on the new footpath.
Westbury Homes/ Craythorne Field Footpath Handrail: The following response has been received from Mr. Oates, ESBC on this matter:- 
“Sorry about the delay on this issue, I did ask questions about this some time ago, but I was told that this had not been included as part of the required works to be carried out by Westbury's successors, Persimmon Homes.  I did suggest that we look at getting a contractor to do the work over Christmas, only to be told that it may have been discussed with Steve Groom from Manor Wood, the company appointed by Persimmon Homes to act on their behalf, over outstanding issues of this sort.  I will forward your email with my comments, to Manor Wood and keep you informed of progress”.

Footpath from Westbury Homes to Meadow View Play area:  Mr. Edwards has advised that this path requires lengthening.

Craythorne Car Park: Mr. Edwards has looked into some possible options for the surfacing of the entrance area to the car park, as well as producing some sketches of the area that requires attention.  Tarmaccing of the area would cost approximately £5,000. Mr. Edwards’s quotations have been obtained through the following website www.pavingexpert.com.  It is suggested that the sub-committee should look at this item as a possible joint project with Footpath 14.
33. RECREATIONAL ISSUES (continued)
Craythorne RADAR lock: Members will recall that we did purchase the recommended lock to allow disability access to the field, but that it proved inappropriate for our needs.  The Clerk has now contacted Lawrence Oates and asked for his advice on the matter, as ESBC no longer have a Disability Access Officer.  The following advice has been received:- 
“The Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) can be tricky on areas like this and I have asked all sorts of organisations and no one seems to have a satisfactory way of sorting the problem out.  I have come up with 2 basic methods; 1/. Where I have a linear feature like a cycle track and access is needed by a wide range of users, I have gone for speed limiting barriers at regular intervals, as this makes the track less attractive to quads etc. and also means that if there is an accident, then it will be low speed and less likely to be fatal.

 

2/. Where access is require to a large open space, where it is not possible to limit seed over all the site, I use radar locking gates in conjunction with off set bars, the bars will allow baby buggy access (allowance needs to be made for double buggies) but usually not quads.  The gates need to swing both ways and ideally be self closing (either spring or off set hinges) and they need a hardstanding area either side of the gate, so that the electric disabled buggies can pull up parallel to the gate and reach the lock.

 

The Fieldfare Trust www.fieldfare.org.uk are a good starting point for dimensions etc. but they do not have a definitive answer either, unless they have come up with something recently.

 

Mr. Oates has also sent a 'Section 59' sign that we may wish to print off onto card and distribute in the problem areas.  It has been suggested that we distribute the cards to all houses in the vicinity so that the Parish Council cannot be laid open to accusations of harassment of individuals.

Craythorne Woods:  Mr. Edwards has advised that the benches in Craythorne Wood and Craythorne Field require painting.  Mr. Edwards has asked if members would like to consider reducing the height of the hedges between the wood and the field.  Members are advised that it may be necessary to carry out some maintenance work to the trees in the wood.  
Craythorne Field Rules of Use: Mr. Edwards has asked for this item to be added.
Craythorne Field Drainage:  Members are asked to consider how they would like to proceed with the drainage problems on Craythorne Field.  No verti-drainage was carried out in 2007.
Rolleston Football Club:  Letters dated 12th October, 15th November and 17th December 2007 have been sent to Rolleston Football Club with regards to annual rent and providing proof of insurance for the portacabin.  No response has been received.  It was discussed some time ago about the possibility of charging the football club rent for use of the field.  No final decision was made and members are asked to consider if they wish to charge the football club rent.  Members are advised that Tutbury Parish Council charge Senior Teams £280.00 per season and Junior Teams £200.00 per season.  Stretton charge £40.00 per match for their teams.
Jinny Nature Trail: The following email has been received from Mrs. Smith, Clerk to Stretton Parish Council with regards to the joint Jinny Trail meetings/working parties:-  
“Stretton discussed the contents of the recent meeting and have decided that they no longer wish to meet and will maintain the Stretton part independently of the working group”.
33. RECREATIONAL ISSUES (continued)
The Clerk has contacted Mr. Oates, Burton Conservation Volunteers with regards to the above and has received the following response:-

 “I am not sure what has happened to cause this decision, but it will mean that we will need to have separate work parties and as BCV already has a huge work load, they will have to be limited I am afraid.  We will be working on the weekend 12/13th Jan. to complete the footpath work for Rolleston and so if anyone from the Parish would like to meet up on one of those days, so that we can discuss work on the site, we could look at efficient use of resources”.

 
“Most of the work identified at the meeting was actually on the Stretton side, but BCV would be keen to ensure that the Trail as a whole continues to be an important wildlife habitat and corridor”.

Elizabeth Avenue Play Area: D.S.K Engineering has been asked to come out and look at the gate as it is still not self-closing.  It has been suggested in the past that quotations should be sought for the railings surrounding the play area to be painted multi-coloured.  Members are asked to confirm that they wish the clerk to obtain quotes for this work.   
Elizabeth Avenue/ Beacon Road Gate: Members are advised that the Parish Council discussed the condition of this gate at the beginning of 2007 when they were advised that the gate was rotten and coming to the end of its lifespan.  It was agreed that quotations would be sought with a view to replacing the gate in the next financial year, it is hoped that these will be received in time for our meeting.  Quotations for the replacement byelaws signs are in part 2 of the Clerks Report as the current ones are faded and worn.
Elizabeth Avenue / Beacon Road Footpath:  Following concerns raised by the neighbouring properties to this path several months ago, it was agreed that the issue with regards to the surfacing of the footpath would be reviewed again by members.  For information, at the time of the complaints there was an issue with youths throwing stones off the footpath at the two adjacent houses.  As the path is currently loose chippings, there is also an issue with stones littering the footway.
Footpath 14: Mr. Morris has advised that through the Hot Spots Report, ESBC Parks & Countryside Department are aiming to visit week commencing 14th January 2008.  Two letters dated 17th October and 17th December have now been sent to the landowner asking him to meet with the Parish Council to discuss the proposals for the footpath. Mr. Edwards has obtained some projected costs for the path, which range from between £7,500 to £12,000.
Meadow View Play Area: A letter has been received from a resident of Meadow View with regards to the future of the play area.  Attached is a copy of the letter.  Two of the ladies grandchildren have sent posters entitled “Save our Swings”.   A response has only been received from one other resident a Mr. Richards who advised that he would support the removal of the play area as it attracts trouble from youths.
The following email has been received from Mr. Jobson with regards to the future of Meadow View Play Area:-

“In response to the request in the Rollestonian for ideas relating to Meadow View play area I would again urge the Parish Council to re-consider tennis courts. From my correspondence with the council last year, I recall that there was an issue with the deeds dictating it's use for "public open space". I would ask the council to review whether this prohibits it's use for a public - albeit fee paying - tennis club. Comparing the situation with Craythorne Field football pitches being used for matches, could I ask the Parish Council to confirm what the deeds for Craythorne Field dictate regarding its use”.

 
33. RECREATIONAL ISSUES (continued)
“Speaking to other villagers and from my involvement with Burton Tennis Club I know that is significant demand for tennis from Rollestonians and especially children, who currently make the effort to travel several miles to Burton Tennis club (at least 30 that I know of), the Grange and even Church Broughton and Derby to play. Courts would be a huge asset for the village and would allow children to walk instead of relying on parents for lifts which, makes Rolleston - like most places - a relative "ghost town" these days, even in the summer holidays. Tennis has actually recently made a come back to Rolleston in the form of weekly indoor children's tennis lessons at the Scout HQ which are well attended and run by a Rollestonian qualified tennis coach who is also keen to see courts in the village”. 

“I would ask the council to bear in mind that the village lost the Forest of Needwood tennis courts when Westbury was built. These courts were well used by local people especially during the summer holidays. I feel that it would fit the spirit and meaning of these land "donations" that Westbury Homes, having dug up the Forest tennis courts, were required to build a play area which now makes Meadow View play area obsolete and hence tennis courts at Meadow View would nicely "close the circle".

 

“Also a fee paying (non profit making) club could be in a position to pay rent if required, which the Parish Council could use to provide other facilities on the site or elsewhere in the village. The land would naturally still remain the property of Rolleston Parish Council under a long term lease.  If the issue of fees being paid cannot be overcome then, as I proposed last year, would a compromise of discounted or free Rollestonian membership overcome this issue? Finally, if all else fails would the council support the building of completely free courts if the tens of thousands required can be found without a Lawn Tennis Association loan. Tennis clubs do receive lottery contributions but I believe that funding is conditional on sport development and coaching etc which is unlikely to apply to free courts. However if the council could agree in principal to free courts then I would make enquires” 

34.
PA/2007/00953 ROLLESTON CRICKET CLUB/WINTERLEY LODGE

The following letter has been received for information, from Mr. Jobson with regards to the recent planning application.  The letter has been sent direct to ESBC planning Department:-
 

“I understand that the above application was withdrawn and may be resubmitted. Should the application be resubmitted then I would like to formally request that the donated land be considered for use for tennis courts as well as cricket and football pitches. I appreciate that this would be partly a "political" decision out of your hands but please could you confirm that you would be able to attach a relevant condition, if planning were granted, that there is a fresh consultation on the use of the land. Although the land is adjacent to the cricket club, the donation should be considered as a donation to the village of Rolleston not just the cricket club. Having spoken briefly with the chairman of the cricket club and Mr. Lindsay, neither of them had any objection in principal to tennis courts”.

 

“I believe it should be possible to accommodate them on the site in addition to the cricket and football pitches especially if the cricket and football pitches overlap which is common practice due the different times of year that the sports are played. Also, the village already has football and cricket pitches but the village has not had any replacements for the tennis courts lost when Westbury homes were built.  “I understand that the floodplain may be an issue too but since modern courts are designed to drain very quickly, they should not have any detrimental effect on flooding in the area. Burton already has several tennis courts on floodplains including the Washlands”.

 
A letter has been sent to Mr. Partington asking him to keep the Parish Council updated with any proposals with regards to the application, so that they are able to make an informed decision when the new application is submitted.

35.
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE / YOUTH COUNCIL
Mrs. Carlton may wish to report further on this item.

36. VOLUNTARY CAR SERVICE

As agreed at the last meeting, Mr. Chinn has taken on this project and may wish to update members further.  Members also agreed at the last meeting that an article would be placed in the next issue of the Rollestonian, the Rollestonian is next distributed in early March, so it is suggested that anyone who is interested is asked to contact us by mid-April.  In this instance, the item would be added on to the May Clerks Report for further discussion.

37.
BUS PASSENGER BODY CONSULTATION
The following has been received via Staffordshire Parish Councils Association:-

Please see below details of Options for strengthening bus passenger representation: Consultation paper from the Department for Transport regarding the establishment of a bus body to represent the rights and interests of bus passengers. I know the standard and frequency of bus services, particularly in rural areas, is one members are concerned about.  The consultation examines whether a stand-alone bus body is the best approach or whether the role might be given to an existing body such as Passenger Focus (currently for rail passengers). This consultation, further details and a list of questions can be found at;  www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/open/buspassenger/busconsultation.  Any responses are to be forwarded by 10th March.
If anyone would like to receive a hard copy of the report, please ask the Clerk.

38.
BUS SHELTERS - VARIOUS

Seat in Bus Shelter opposite Spread Eagle:-Mr. Edwards has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

Bus Shelter Shotwood Close:  Mr. Edwards has advised that issue remains outstanding.  Members are advised that the last correspondence on this issue was April 2007 when the minute of the meeting was recorded as follows:-
“Members noted that a letter had been received from Mr. Thompson advising that SCC have still not given him permission to access his gate, and until this issue was resolved, he would not be in a position to pursue with providing the Parish Council with some land for a bus shelter.  Members agreed that this item should be kept on the agenda”.
Bus Shelter Burnside: Following the recent request for a Bus Shelter along Burnside, members are asked to formally consider the matter.
39.
DOG FOULING


ESBC have been contacted with regards to the possibility of installing bins at the entrance to Craythorne Woods from Footpath 14 and at the end of the footpath leading from Walford Road.

40.
PARISH PLAN
Attached is a copy of the Parish Plan for review.  The plan was last reviewed by members in July 2007.
41.
ROLLESTON ALMSHOUSE CHARITY – NOMINATED TRUSTEE

This item was raised at the last meeting and no members volunteered to stand as a nominated trustee.  Members are advised that the trustee need not be a member of the Parish Council and are asked to bring any suggestions for a suitable candidate to this meeting.

42. 
COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT
  

A letter has been sent to all the Village organizations who are usually invited to attend the Village Liaison meeting, asking them to assist the Parish Council by completing witness statements for evidence of use of The Croft in order for the Parish Council to be able to register the land as a village green under the Commons Registration act.  The letter has also been sent to all members of the Parish Council for completion.  Once evidence of usage has been completed the Parish Council will be able to complete the necessary application forms.
43.
WEST MIDLANDS REGIONAL ASSEMBLY – DRAFT REVIEW
The following has been received via Staffordshire Parish Councils Association:-

As you are aware the WMRSS Phase Two Revision Draft will be submitted to the Secretary of State on the 21st December 2007 and will include the following submission documents: 

 

1.      WMRSS Phase Two Revision - Draft Submission 

2.      WMRSS Phase Two Revision - Overview Phase Two Revision 

3.      WMRSS Phase Two Revision - Draft Implementation Plan 

4.      WMRSS Phase Two Revision - Sustainability Appraisal: Non Technical Summary 

5.      WMRSS Phase Two Revision - Pre-submission Consultation Statement 

   

The formal consultation will commence on the 7th January 2008 to 28th March 2008.  Details of the consultation and copies of the submission documents, technical work and Consultation Response Form will be available on the WMRA website www.wmra.gov.uk/page.asp?id=386   from early January 2008. In addition, copies of the submission documents will be available on the Government Office for the West Midland’s website www.go-wm.gov.uk Hard copies for Public Inspection will be available at Local Authority offices and libraries, details of which will be available on WMRA's website. 

 

The EiP will be held in September/October 2008 and a Panel to hold the EiP is in the process of being appointed by the Secretary of State.  All representations/responses on the draft submission (by post or email) will need to be received by the Panel Secretary by 5:00pm on the 28th March 2008.  

If anyone would like to receive a hard copy of the report, please see the Clerk. 

44.
SLCC – ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION


This item was discussed at the last Parish Council meeting and the Clerk advised that she would make a decision with regards to membership renewal and advise members at the January meeting.  The Clerk has resolved that she has not used the services of SLCC since joining as Clerk in May 2006 and therefore does not consider it necessary to renew the membership for the 2008/09 financial year.  
45.
VILLAGE PANCAKE RACES
The following request has been received from the Civic Trust:-

“The Civic Trust would like to request the use of The Croft for the above event, to be held on Saturday 23rd February, 2008.  The races are due to commence at 2pm and access to The Croft would be required earlier in the day in order to prepare a narrow strip of land, which would involve clearing the route of any debris, mowing a strip of grass, and setting out rope boundaries.  Your co-operation in staging this annual fund raiser (in aid of St. Mary’s Church), would be much appreciated”.

46.
COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF STAFFORDSHIRE 


Best Kept Village Competition: The information for the 2008 Best Kept Village competition has been forwarded to the Civic Trust as it is understood that they are looking into this as an alternative to the back garden competition.


Community Council Grants:  Members are advised that no grant application was submitted towards the cost of the fencing for Craythorne Woods (to prevent quad bikes), as the works were fully funded through the WASP grant that was obtained through ESBC.
47.
ESBC – VALIDATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS – CONSULTATION (1APP)


The following letter has been received from Mr. Peter Short, Principal Planning Officer (Planning Control) ESBC:- 

I am writing to our statutory and non-statutory consultees, users and other third parties interested in East Staffordshire’s Planning Control service to:-

i) inform you of the new standard planning application forms (1APP) which the Government will be introducing throughout England, and accompanying national and local lists of validation criteria and 

ii) to see your comments on the proposed local validation criteria that the Council wishes to apply to all planning applications submitted within the Borough.

1APP is a Government project, which will standardize the submission of planning applications throughout England.  When applying on-line, the format of the 1APP form would adjust automatically in response to the nature of the proposal.  When submitting paper forms, applicants would be able to choose the right form from the identified variations of the 1APP form that the Government has produced, dealing with most of the possible application scenarios.

The use of the new 1APP planning application forms and accompanying requirement lists will be mandatory from 6 April 2008.  However the Government is encouraging all councils and the Planning Portal to start using the 1APP forms and lists at an earlier stage.  The Planning Portal already has the 1APP forms and national lists available, when applying through their website.  The council intends to make the 1APP forms available from 4th February 2008, and encourages applicants and agents to use the new forms.  However, until formal adoption of the aforementioned local validation requirements, the Local Planning Authority will continue to operate its existing validation criteria.

In conjunction with the 1APP the Local Planning Authority has produced a series of checklists setting out the national and local mandatory validation requirements, specifying the information that would need to be submitted before the application can be validated.

The Government has requested that each council prepares a local list of validation requirements and that, following consultation with service users, councils adopt their own local lists making the local criteria mandatory.  The Government will be making legislative changes by amending the GDPO to put in place these forthcoming changes.  
We welcome your comments on the local list of validation requirements, and all comments on the proposed local validation criteria should be received by 5.00pm on 14th February 2008 and will be taken into consideration before formal adoption by the Council.  Due to the complexity of the documents we recommend that you view the local validation criteria on line. http://www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk/index.php?fuseaction=documents.consultations or alternatively via the East Staffordshire Borough Council home page www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk and click on consultations.

48.
ESBC – ELECTRONIC CONSULTATIONS ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS


As mentioned by Mr. Morris at the last Parish Council meeting, a letter has now been received from Mr. Short, Principal Planning Officer, ESBC advising that in line with the Governments current initiative to improve the speed of delivery of planning decisions, they are writing to us a consultee to ask whether we are in a position to receive planning consultations electronically i.e. by notifying us of receipt of the application with an accompanying link to the councils web site to view the application details electronically.

49.
SCC – VARIOUS

Dead Tree in Beacon Drive: It was advised that the dead tree reported through Clarence was the homeowner’s responsibility and SCC contacted them and advised of this.  The branches of the tree have now been removed, with the stump still in situ.  This has resolved the risk factor of the branches breaking and causing injury. 

Village Lengthsman Maps:  The maps requested (29th October) have not yet been received (acknowledged by 
Mr. Rayson 14th November) SCC has been contacted and reminded that the maps are required ASAP. 

50.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

The following accounts have been received for payment:-

a.
Mrs. H. Light



1592



£542.44

(Salary)

b.
Mrs. H. Light



1593



£27.52

(Telephone & Internet)

c.
HM Revenue & Customs


1594



£47.29

(Clerk Tax & N.I.)

d.
Mr. P. Gould



1595



£1048.03

(Environmental & Mowing)

e.
Mrs. J. Gregory



1596



£50.00

(Glass Collection)

f.
ESBC




1597



£190.09

(Bin Emptying)
51. ENVIRONMENTAL & MOWING OFFICERS CONTRACT
Environmental Officers Contract: Mr. Gould has asked if the Environmental Officers work will also be put out to tender, as he understood this to be more of an “agreement” as opposed to a contract.  The Clerk has advised that the work will be put out to tender, as it is necessary to obtain quotations for any works over the value of £2,000 (Standing Order 38d). 

Mowing Officers Contract: An advertisement has been arranged for both the Burton Mail and Derby Evening Telegraph.  A deadline for applications has been set as 1st February, so that quotations can be reviewed at the February Parish Council meeting.  A notice has also been placed in both village noticeboards.
52.
REPORTS

The following reports have been received:-

a. The Wildlife Trusts Natural World, Winter 2007

b. The Wildlife Trusts, Staffordshire Wildlife December 2007

c. The Wildlife Trusts, Wild Bird Food Catalogue, 2007-2008
d. West Midlands Regional Assembly, Speaking Out Issue 17

e. Staffordshire Parish Councils Association Newsletter, December 2007

f. Staffordshire Fire & Rescue Service, Staffordshire Safety Plan 2008 -2011

g. SCC, Winter Driving Leaflet 2007/08

The Chairman will move that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
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