ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 10TH DECEMBER 2007
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been received:-

a. TN/27533/002/JKM Removal of seven sycamore trees, Land adjacent 26 Shotwood Close, Bellway Homes.

b. HO/31601/002/JKM Formation of new vehicular access and installation of vehicle turntable, 18 Dovecliff Road, Mr. Sullivan.

c.     HO/27758/002/JKM Erection of a single storey front extension, 14 Hall Road, Mr. & Mrs. Potts

It was necessary to comment on the following application prior to this meeting.  Members who attended the Village Liaison meeting made the following comments:-

a. HO/31700/001/JKM Erection of a rear conservatory and re siting of 1.8m boundary wall, 6 Forest School Street, Mr. & Mrs. Brearley.

Members had no objections to this application.

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS
The following applications have been permitted:-
a. HO/31652/001/JPM Erection of a rear conservatory, Corner Cottage, 2 Alders Reach, Mr. Grenier.

Breach of condition 13 of planning reference PA/04921/014, 24 Shotwood Close, Mrs. Richardson

A letter has been received from Mrs. Richardson, 24 Shotwood Close with regards to a breach in the above planning consent.  A copy of the letter is attached for members comment. In addition a copy of the Permission for Development has been attached, which sets out the terms and conditions of the development as agreed by ESBC and Bellway Homes Ltd.  
3.
BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORT
Mr. Morris will be invited to make a report.

4.
SCC – FOOTWAY OUTSIDE 24 BEACON ROAD

The following update has been received from Mr. Rayson, SCC:-

“We have received your CLARENCE, ref 165567, my local highway officer has visited the site and reports that there is a BT chamber outside No. 24, but this does not have any trip issues. However, next door at No. 22A it appears a vehicle has mounted to footway, causing a depression which may have resulted in the gentleman falling. We are arranging for this to be reinstated as soon as possible, hopefully before the end of November 2007”.

5.
SCC – ANSLOW LANE SPEED LIMIT SIGN  

The following update has been received from Mr. Rayson, SCC:-

“A missing 30mph sign was replaced here a couple of months ago; however, it appears the opposite one has now been stolen. I have asked my contractor to order and erect a replacement here as soon as possible. I hope this will be done by the end of December 2007”.

6. SCC – VARIOUS – ROAD MARKINGS

The following update has been received from Mr. Rayson, SCC:-

Old Post Office: Unfortunately the Old Post Office issue is not as simple as arranging for the lines to be painted in. I understand that the legal order requires changing; therefore we require an amendment to the TRO which means that this is on the same list as the other requests. I apologise for any confusion over this matter. However, I have asked my traffic management technician to undertake this work as a matter of urgency. I shall come back to you with a realistic timescale here.

Burnside:  My traffic management engineer has assessed the preferred option for Burnside and it has been given a ‘medium’ rating, similar to that of Dovecliffe Road. However, I believe this should receive a higher rating than this and as such I am seeking to get the TRO request submitted for this scheme. However, realistically I cannot see this being delivered until after April 2008.

“H Line Co-Op Store” We are not aware of receiving a request for an access protection marking’ here, however, if either the resident or you contact my CLARENCE team on 0800 232323 with the address of the applicant, they will be happy to send them an application form.

Road Markings, Station Road: We believe that these markings may have been partially replaced by a utility company working in the area, by mistake. Arrangements are being made for these marking to be fully burnt off during the next visit by my white lining contractor.

7.
SCC - FOOTWAY ATHLESTAN WAY TO TOP KNOWLES HILL / BEACON ROAD JUNCTION
The following update has been received from Mr. Rayson, SCC:-
“This is a location that I am unaware of, however, I shall arrange for this to be assessed within the next couple of weeks, and will report back to you the outcome”.

8.
SCC - DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD 
The following update has been received from Mr. Rayson, SCC:-
“This section of Dovecliffe Road has been assessed by my traffic management team and has been given a ‘medium’ rating. We are currently prioritizing the backlog of requests for traffic regulation orders, firstly dealing with the ‘high’ priorities and arranging the necessary orders to be raised. Unfortunately this order will not be processed this financial year. I will however, undertake a review of outstanding requests in the New Year to see if this can be delivered in 2008/09”.

A complaint has been received from a resident of Meadow View with regards to Dovecliff Road, asking if the council were waiting for a fatality before doing anything about this dangerous section of road.  The Clerk advised the gentleman of the current situation regarding the road markings etc and advised that this item does remain on the Parish Councils agenda. 

9.
SCC – HARDSTANDING AT BUS STOPS

The following update has been received from Mr. Rayson, SCC:-
“My local highway officer has installed 3 hard standings to bus stops in Rolleston on Dove this year, as part of a route upgrade, he is now looking at the remainder of bus stops in the village and programming hard standings accordingly. It is hoped these can be completed before mid December 2007”.

10.
SCC – CEMETERY ROAD SIGNS
The following update has been received from Mr. Rayson, SCC:-
“I believe these have now been erected”.

11.
SCC – SHOTWOOD CLOSE – GRASS CUTTING / ESBC – OPEN SPACE
The following update has been received from Mr. Rayson, SCC:-
“The issue here is who is best placed to cut this grass, the resident or the Parish. The majority of residents who cut these service strips do so at the same time as they cut their own grass, which would normally be to a higher frequency than the County’s 8 cuts per season, it is likely that as a result of leaving the grass to be cut only once per month as part of the parish grass cutting the residents would soon complain that the standard was lower than what it was when they cut the grass themselves, and the parish council may need to top up cuts as necessary and as our grass cutting contractor, defend any complaints from the residents. However, I would be pleased to receive your quote to undertake this work”.
It is understood that a recent site meeting took place between Mr. Edwards, Bellway Homes and ESBC.  A planning application has now been submitted by Bellway Homes for the removal of the trees.

12. SCC - BROOKSIDE 
Silver Birch Tree: It was agreed that members should look at the Silver Birch adjacent to the entrance to Brookside Barns as it is breaking up the footway and has been recommended for removal by SCC.  

Railings:  Industrial Coating Services have advised that the paint works have an approximate lifespan of five years and have been asked to carry out the works as soon as possible.  

13.
SCC – MISSING BOLLARDS ROLLESTON SERVICE STATION

The following update has been received from Mr. Rayson, SCC:-
“My local highway officer will arrange to inspect this and will replace these accordingly”.

14.
SCC – MEMORIAL BENCH
The following update has been received from Mr. Rayson, SCC:-
“I recently spoke to your vice chairman on this matter and re-iterated my views that Mr. Bloor should repaint the bench and replace the plaque, again I would comment that this is not the best use of public funds, should the County Council be asked to fund the cost of a replacement plaque”.

The bench has now been painted black.  This item is also in part 2 of the Clerks Report in order for members to discuss the issue of the plaque.

15.
ESBC – PRECEPT REQUIREMENTS

Members will be presented with the financial statements to date for the 2007/08 financial year at the January meeting and will also be presented with the 2008/09 Precept at January meeting and are advised that the precept requirements are to be forwarded to ESBC by 18th January 2008.  Information is still due from ESBC with regards to the Council Tax base for the 2008/09 financial year.  
16.
DOVE RIVER FLOOD ACTION PLAN – ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

A further letter has been sent to Mr. Swain, Asset System Management, Upper Trent Area asking for information on the proposed reservoir (13th November).


A letter has also been sent to Mr. Goodall, Operations Delivery with regards to the overgrown watercourses which were reported by Mr. Edwards at the last Parish Council meeting (13th November).

17. RECREATIONAL ISSUES

Craythorne Field Roadside Boundary Fence/Hedge: Members were asked at the last Parish Council meeting to look at the boundary fencing along Craythorne Road as it is in a very poor state and needs attention.  Members are asked to bring their suggestions for its replacement to the meeting.  The Clerk has been advised that it may be beneficial for wire to be woven around the fencing as it present people climb through it as a short cut, hence shortening the lifespan.  Quotations still need to be sought for the relevant signage for the new footpath as you enter Craythorne Field.
Fencing – Entrance to Craythorne Woods: It has been reported that a section of the newly erected fencing has been broken.  It appears that people are climbing over the fence as opposed to using the kissing gate.  Mr. Gould has been advised of the broken panel.
Rolleston Football Club:  A further letter has been sent to Rolleston Football Club advising that their fees are outstanding and that a copy of the Insurance certificate for the portacabin is required for Parish Council records.  Mr. Edwards has reported that the roof has now been repaired and that the blue waterproof sheeting has now been removed.
Jinny Nature Trail:  A joint meeting took place with Stretton Parish Council on Tuesday 13th November and was also attended by Burton Conservation Volunteers.  It was agreed that the working parties should be resurrected and Mr. Oates, BCV agreed to schedule some dates in for the winter along with a couple of dates for the summer.  Attached for information is a copy of the minutes recorded at the meeting.  It was agreed that another meeting would take place in February and would be hosted by Stretton Parish Council.
Elizabeth Avenue Play Area: D.S.K Engineering has been instructed to carry out repairs to the broken gate and replace the missing railings on the fencing surrounding the play area.
18. SPCA – ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
Mr. Chinn and Mr. Edwards attended a meeting with SPCA and NALC on 16th November with regards to the annual membership and may wish to report further.  A copy of the minutes recorded by Mr. Chinn is attached along with a copy of the response received from NALC/SPCA following the meeting.
19.
SPCA – ANNUAL MEETING BETWEEN SPCA & COUNTY COUNCIL
It is proposed that this will take place at 7.45 pm on Thursday 21 February 2008, at Denstone Village Hall.  The county Council has proposed the following items: 

· Developing relationships with Local Councils – Steve Hopkins, External Relations Officer

· Community Partnerships – Jim Brady (Children & Lifelong Learning)

This meeting is open to all Parish Councils/Meetings in East Staffordshire.  The Parish Council is invited to send two representatives.  

20. NALC – LOCAL LEADERSHIP IN ACTION CONFERENCE
The National Association of Local Councils would like to draw your attention to this high profile event taking place on 30 January 2008 at the Hotel Russell; London entitled 'Local Leadership in Action'.
 The purpose of the event is to discuss and explore the vital contribution that elected public servants, including parish and town councillors, make to community governance, leadership and empowerment.  The event will also include key spotlight sessions from around the country and Europe .  These will focus on case studies of good practice and offer councillors from different backgrounds to talk about barriers they have overcome and initiatives that have worked in their areas.  It also hopes to display the work councillors in urban areas undertake to tackle the diverse issues they face.  The event will also provide an invaluable networking opportunity for all delegates.
20.
 NALC – LOCAL LEADERSHIP IN ACTION CONFERENCE (continued)
Key Speaker Invites include :  the Rt Hon Hazel Blears, Secretary of State DCLG,  Nicky Gavron, Deputy Mayor of London,  the Mayor of the City of Bad Durkheim , Germany (twin town to Wells City ) will address lessons from Europe,  Mike Rice, Manager of The Birmingham Association of Neighbourhood Forums (BANF) will discuss the issues of Local Leadership in Urban Areas,   Dr Jane Roberts is confirmed to speak on her Commission on Councillors including findings and recommendations,  the Commission for Rural Communities will unveil findings from the Participation Inquiry' on strengthening the Role of Rural Councillors.
To view the draft programme and details of how to book please go to: http://www.nalc.gov.uk/Conferences_and_Events/Local_Lead.aspx 
21.
ESBC – FORUM MEETING


This meeting was postponed by ESBC and will now take place early in 2008 (details TBC).
22.
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE / YOUTH COUNCIL
Mrs. Carlton may wish to report further on this item.

23.
BUS SERVICES / CAR SHARE SCHEME

Members agreed at the last Parish Council meeting that this item should be added to the agenda for further discussion.


Members are asked to decide what action they would like to take following the recent request for a bus shelter along Burnside, e.g. the feasibility of the request and implications attached to it.

24.
ESBC –LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK, CORE STRATEGY AND BURTON TOWN    CENTRE AREA ACTION PLAN ISSUES AND OPTIONS STAGE

Mr. Fitton advised members at the last meeting that the above plan could affect Rolleston as one of the options for growth points was the expansion of Tutbury.  It was agreed that this item should be added to the agenda for further discussion.

25.
DOG FOULING

The clerk still needs to pursue this issue with ESBC.
26.
JOHN OF ROLLESTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

The Clerk advised at the last Parish Council meeting that a letter had been received from SCC advising that Mrs. Wood’s term of office as a School Governor was soon to end and asking if the Parish Council would like to make a nomination for a replacement.  Mrs. Redgrave volunteered to be nominated and the Clerk has submitted the nomination form to SCC. 

27. REQUISITION FOR A PARISH POLL
Notification has been received from ESBC advising that following the Parish meeting held on Monday 19th November a poll of the electors of the parish was demanded on the following question.  “Do you want a referendum on the current EU Constitutional Treaty?”  A Parish Poll is now being arranged.  The polling will take place on Thursday 20th December 2007, at the Scout Headquarters between the hours of 4pm and 9pm.  Poll cards will not be issues to electors and there are no provisions for postal or proxy voting.   

28.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

The following accounts have been received for payment:-

a.
Mrs. H. Light







£629.70


(Salary)

b.
Mrs. H. Light







£29.00

(Telephone & Internet)

c.
HM Revenue & Customs






£83.11

(Clerk Tax & N.I.)

d.
Mr. P. Gould







£1048.03


(Environmental & Mowing)

e.
Mrs. J. Gregory







£40.00


(Glass Collection)

f.
ESBC








£242.33

(Bin Emptying)
g.
Mr. P. Gould







£460.00


(Cutting hedges alongside Craythorne Wood and Field 


And around the football pitches)

h.
SLCC








£102.00


(Annual Subscription Fees)
29.
REPORTS

The following reports have been received:-

a. The Clerk Magazine, November 2007
30.
ANGELS AT ADVENT
The Chairman wishes to convey her thanks to Mrs. Warren for all the hard work and effort that she put into the Parish Councils “Eco Angel”.  

31.
ROLLESTON ALMSHOUSE CHARITY – NOMINATED TRUSTEE


A letter dated 7th November has been received from the Rolleston Almshouse Charity asking for the Parish Council to consider the nomination of a trustee following the resignation of Mr. Chinn.  Members are advised that the person nominated must be residing or carrying out business in or near the Parishes of Rolleston and Anslow but need not be a member of the Parish Council.

32. 
COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT
  
Advice has been given that in order to protect the interests of the village, the Parish Council should proceed with registering “The Croft” under the Commons Registration Act.  In order to proceed with the application, it has to be proven that the land has been used for public open space over a number of years and witness statements taken to support the application.  Members are advised that the land can be registered without proof of ownership being ascertained.
The Chairman will move that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
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