ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 8th OCTOBER 2007
PRESENT





Mrs. B. Toon, Chairman





Mr. J. Winstone, Vice-Chairman




Mr. J. Toon 

Mr. J. Morris





Mrs. S. Redgrave





Mr. A. Fitton





Mr. P. Taylor





Mr. B. Chinn




Mrs. C. Warren





Mr. B. Edwards





Mrs. R. Carlton





Mrs. H. Light, Clerk

5 members of the public and a representative from the Burton Mail were in attendance.

36.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PETITIONS 

Mr. Jennings asked what progress had been made with regards to the status of the memorial bench on Burnside.  Mr. Winstone took the Chair. (Clerks Report, Item 13)

Mr. Winstone replied that we had communicated to Mr. Bloor that the colour needs to be changed along with the inscription on the memorial plaque.  Mr. Winstone also advised that this information had also been communicated to SCC.  Mr. Bloor advised members that he would be willing to change the colour to black, but that he was not prepared to change the plaque.  Mr. Bloor advised that the reference to “only god can judge me” was because his son used to read the bible and was not a reference to a rap song as reported in the Burton Mail.   


Mr. Winstone re-iterated that the bench was on Highways land and in order for the Parish Council to take on the adoption of the bench they need to be satisfied that the bench is to our requirements.  Mr. Bloor replied that the Highways Authority had given permission for the bench and Mr. Winstone advised that the bench was also in the Conservation Area.  Mr. Bloor replied that the bench was on the edge of the Conservation area and that he understood that the County Council had dropped the issue of the bench into the laps of the Parish Council.  Mr. Winstone replied that if the bench was to remain as it is at present, then the Highways Authority would have to adopt it.  Mr. Winstone then advised that the item was on the Clerks Report later in the meeting and that it would be discussed in further detail later on in the meeting.


Mr. Bloor advised members that if they wanted the plaque to be changed then they would have to pay for it.  Mr. Bloor also advised that unless the matter was resolved soon he would be getting solicitors involved as the bench is not hurting anybody and it is sad that it had come down to this.  Mr. Bloor re-iterated that he had been given Highways permission and that nobody had objected to the bench and that now both he and the Parish Council had been left trying to pick up the pieces.  Mr. Winstone replied that it would be discussed later on in the meeting.     


Mrs. Toon resumed the position of Chair.  

The Parish Council were approached by a gentleman who advised that Derbyshire County Council had been holding meetings with regards to the Dove River Flood Action Plan and asked if the Parish Council had any information on the item. Mrs. Toon advised that she understood that it was a Derbyshire County Council project, but that she was trying to find out more information on the item. (Clerks Report, Item 30)
37.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.



38.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the meeting held on 10th September 2007, were approved subject to the following changes:-


Item 35:25 should have read:  Members noted that no response had been received from
Item 35:34 should have read: Mr. Winstone reported that he was concerned with the overgrown hedges within the village especially the one on Station Road opposite the entrance to the Brookhouse. 

39.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

Item 35:6 Mrs. Carlton reported that she had been approached by the resident who lived next door to the co-op for an “H” line to be installed at the front of their property.  They advised Mrs. Carlton that they had approached SCC but had received no response. (Clerks Report, Item 6)
Item 35: 24 Mr. Edwards queried this item as it had been his understanding that members had decided not to renew the membership based on a response to our complaint from SPCA and that we had requested free membership for the 07/08 financial year. (Clerks Report, Item 24)
40.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR FRASER




Mr. Fraser did not attend the meeting.
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1. 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Members noted that it had been necessary to comment on the recent planning applications prior to this meeting.


2.
PLANNING DECISIONS



Members noted the planning decisions.



PA/16197/013/JPM Mr. Taylor asked if we knew the reason as to why the planning application had been withdrawn.  Mr. Morris advised that the application was due to be reviewed by the planning committee and that it had been recommended for refusal by the planning officer.



Members noted that the following application had been refused:-




HO/30447/005/JPM Erection of a first floor front extension and a two storey rear extension, 



Silvertrees, School Lane, Mr. & Mrs. Hardy.


3.
SCC -FOOTWAY OUTSIDE CHERRY COTTAGE 
Members noted the response from SCC.  Members noted that the property had now been sold so that it would be up to the new owner to try and resolve the issues.


4.
SCC - ROAD SIGNS MARSTON LANE (Clerks Report, Item 5)


Members noted that no response had been received from SCC.


5.
SCC - DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – OLD POST OFFICE (Clerks Report, Item 6)
Members noted that no response had been received from SCC.
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6.
SCC - DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – LAWNS BRIDGE (Clerks Report, Item 6)
Members noted that no response had been received from SCC.


7.
SCC - DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD (Clerks Report, Item 8)
Members noted that no response had been received from SCC.


8.
SCC – HARDSTANDING AT BUS STOPS (Clerks Report, Item 9)
Members noted that no response had been received from SCC.


9.
SCC – CEMETERY ROAD SIGNS (Clerks Report, Item 10)
Members noted that no response had been received from SCC.


10.
SCC – SHOTWOOD CLOSE – GRASS CUTTING / ESBC – OPEN SPACE (Clerks Report, Item 11)
The Clerk read the following from an email that had been received from Mr. Crossley, ESBC earlier in the day:-
“Could I confirm that the land currently remains in Bellways ownership and the single issue that has prevented ESBC adoption is the condition of the boundary retaining wall and its interaction with mature trees on the open space area.  The wall appropriately needs reconstructing or removing before adoption and either approach will most likely necessitate the removal of the mature trees - which it has been felt might cause significant upset / opposition. My planning colleagues have been considering this issue”.

 

“In terms of the £10,000 this will be a sum specifically agreed (in the 'Section 106' planning agreement) toward a number of years contracted maintenance for the land (not a general sum for use for any purpose by the Parish) which if the land were to come to the Borough would be released proportionately for a number of years against the additional grounds maintenance contract costs until running out - at which point the full cost of the maintenance of the land would need to be recouped through the 'special expense' element of the council tax. (Presumably if the Parish were to take over the land from the developer a similar approach would need to be taken - with the full maintenance costs eventually being passed on via the precept)”.

 

“I will ask my Planning colleagues to decide how to take this matter forward to a conclusion with Bellways and to correspond further with yourself on this subject.  My previous understanding from my Planning colleagues had been that the Parish was unwilling to take on the land. Please could your members take a view as to whether the Parish does still have an interest in taking the land if the matter of the wall were satisfactorily resolved”.

Mr. Edwards reported that the problem is that the wall is currently leaning 210mm towards the rear of his property and that a structural engineer from Bellways has concluded that the trees are pushing the wall over.  Mr. Edwards advised members that he believed the Borough Council is being negligent by not trying to resolve the situation.  Mr. Edwards reported that the wall has copings in it and that kids play on the open space and if they were to try and climb the wall there could be a nasty accident.  Mr. Edwards advised members that the trees belong to Bellways but Bellways are not taking responsibility for them.  Mr. Edwards advised members that the Borough Council have failed to take any action for the last 6 – 7 years and that they are being negligent in not trying to resolve the issue.  Mr. Chinn advised the meeting that the people that bought the properties had paid a certain element of money towards the open space.  
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10.
SCC – SHOTWOOD CLOSE – GRASS CUTTING / ESBC – OPEN SPACE (continued)
Mr. Edwards advised that the flank wall had moved 6 mm in the last 6 years.  Mr.  Edwards advised that he had also spoken to Mr. Crossley and that Mr. Crossley had said that the Parish Council had previously said that they wouldn’t adopt the land.  Members discussed that they were concerned that the email from ESBC suggests that they would drip the money, yet in the Clerks Report from 2000 it says that the money would be released immediately upon adoption.  Mr. Chinn re-iterated that the people who had purchased the properties had paid for the open space.  Mr. Morris reported that the “Hot Spots” report was on the agenda later in the meeting and that he had added this item as one of the four priorities to be resolved by the end of the year.  Mr. Chinn asked Mr. Edwards if it would cost £10,000 for the issues with the wall to be resolved.  Mr. Edwards advised that it would easily cost that much as the wall was 8ft high.  Mr. Morris advised members that he significantly remembered that the Parish Council had said that they didn’t want a play area within Shotwood Close and that the area should remain as an open space.  
The Chairman asked the meeting if members would be prepared to adopt the area of open space.  Mr. Taylor replied yes if the Parish Council gets the £10,000.  Mrs. Warren asked if Bellways would be able to develop the land if the Parish Council didn’t adopt it.  Mr. Edwards replied that no they wouldn’t as they have to provide a certain amount of open space for a development of that size.  The Chairman reported that we should be asking for the wall to be restored.  Mr. Edwards proposed that the following question should be asked: - “Would the Parish Council be prepared to adopt the land if there were no problems with it?” 
Mr. Edwards declared an interest and took no part in the vote.

 Mr. Morris proposed the question and it was seconded by Mr. Fitton.  Members unanimously agreed that the Parish Council should take on the land based on the following two aspects being resolved: - a. first aspect is that we need to receive the £10,000 in its entirety, b. second aspect being that the problems with the retaining wall are resolved.  Mr. Winstone abstained from voting as he advised that he did not feel he had enough information on the history of the wall.  
Mr. Edwards advised that he did not think it was acceptable for the County Council to say that they were not prepared to take on the cutting of the grass service strips at the front of people’s properties on Shotwood Close and that there had been a mistake somewhere as 142 agreements had not been written into the deeds for the properties.  Mr. Chinn replied that most people were now cutting the service strips themselves.  Mrs. Toon replied that we had already gone back to the County Council and had said that we did not think their stance with regards to the cutting of the strips was acceptable.  Mr. Edwards replied that we must go back to them again.  Mrs. Warren suggested that it might be a good idea to try and arrange a meeting with SCC as there were currently lots of unresolved issues within the village.
  

11. 
SCC - BROOKSIDE – VARIOUS (Clerks Report, Item 12)
Members noted the response from SCC and Living by D’Zign with regards to various issues around Burnside.  Mr. Toon advised that we must ensure that the setts are restored.


12.
SCC – TEMPORARY ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER AT KNOWLES HILL


Members noted details of the temporary road traffic regulation order for Knowles Hill.


13.
SCC – TEMPORARY ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER AT HALL ROAD



Members noted details of the temporary road traffic regulation order for Hall Road.


14.
SCC - MEMORIAL BENCH (Clerks Report, Item 13)


Mrs. Toon and Mr. Toon declared an interest and left the room.  Mr. Winstone took the Chair.

Mr. Winstone addressed members by advising that last month we were asked by the County Council to give an opinion on three items, the siting of the bench, the colour of the bench and the wording on the plaque.  
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14. SCC - MEMORIAL BENCH (continued)
Mr. Winstone advised that members had agreed that the Parish Council would be prepared to take on the adoption of the bench providing that the colour of the bench was changed and that the wording on the plaque was changed.  Mr. Winstone advised that we put these proposals to SCC and that they had taken no action, putting the issues back into the hands of the Parish Council.  Mr. Winstone advised that as far as he was concerned the Parish Council were only an advisory body.  

Mr. Taylor re-iterated that at the last meeting it had been resolved that members were all happy with the position, and that members were happy with the proposed colour change to black.  Mr. Taylor also advised that SCC had confirmed that the bench had been installed to a satisfactory standard.  Mr. Taylor advised members that it had also been proposed that SCC should pay for the replacement plaque but that they had contacted us and refused to do so.  The Clerk advised that after hearing of SCC’s refusal to pay for the plaque she had contacted County Councillor Fraser and asked him to intervene to try and reach an amicable solution, but that she had received no response to date.  Mr. Edwards advised members that he felt the decision had been reached last month that the wording on the plaque should be changed and that as nothing had changed since then the Parish Council’s stance should not change.  

Mr. Winstone suggested that we go back to the County Council again and re-iterate that they should pay for the plaque and that we cannot apply for the necessary licence and insure the bench until all the conditions are met.  Mr. Fitton advised that we should go back to SCC and highlight that this is a priority and that it cannot go on.  Mr. Morris suggested to members that he would like to see the bench in its entirety moved to Elizabeth Avenue play area as he felt it would be more in keeping with the surroundings.  Mr. Edwards also suggested that we go back to SCC again and ask them to pay for the plaque and if they won’t then it should be moved to Elizabeth Avenue play area.  Mr. Chinn advised members that he felt that the Parish Council needed to agree on a firm consensus as to where we go.  Mr. Winstone advised that if the colour was changed to black the only outstanding issue would be the plaque.  Mr. Taylor suggested that in order to try and bring the matter to a close the Parish Council should pay for the plaque and then we should pursue the issue with the County Council.  Members agreed to Mr. Taylor’s proposal.
Mr. Bloor agreed that he would accept this and that he would have the bench removed and painted black the following week.  Mr. Winstone re-iterated that the wording on the plaque should simply say “In Memory of Luke Bloor and the date he was born and the date of his death”.  Mr. Winstone asked Mr. Bloor if the Parish Council could be provided with a copy of the proof before the changes to the plaque went ahead.  Mr. Bloor confirmed that he would do this and once the plaque had been changed he would present the invoice to the Parish Council for payment. 

15.
ESBC – FORUM MEETING

Members viewed the notes that were taken by the Clerk at the recent meeting and commented that people were regularly parking on the double yellow lines outside of the old post office.


16.
ESBC – STAFFING CHANGES (Clerks Report, Item 29)
Members noted the news of the recent redundancies and staff changes at ESBC.  Mr. Morris reported that what is being said is that the planning officers will be responsible for tree planning and enforcement etc.  Mr. Edwards advised members that it had also been announced that the Chief Executive had left.  Members agreed that we should write to ESBC and emphasise how concerned we were about the changes.


17.
ESBC –PROVISION OF BUS SHELTER – LODGE HILL, TUTBURY (Clerks Report, Item 18)
Members noted the details of the letter received from ESBC and made no comment with regards to the proposed bus shelter.

Mr. Morris advised members that he had received an email from Becky Elson, of the Heart of Burton Group and that she was trying to arrange a meeting with Arriva bus services.   
He advised the Chairman that she should also be in receipt of the email, but she advised that she had not yet received it.
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18. 
PROVISION OF BUS SHELTER – BURNSIDE (Clerks Report, Item 18)
Members noted the request for a bus shelter on Burnside.  The Chairman reported that she had also been contacted by Mrs. Crisp with regards to the installation of a bus shelter on Burnside.  Members noted that the issue would be the location of the shelter and that in order to visibility to be retained the shelter would need to be Perspex.  
Mr. Edwards asked why ESBC were prepared to take on the responsibility and installation of the proposed bus shelter on Lodge Hill but had forwarded this request to the Parish Council advising that historically they install and maintain the bus shelters.  The Clerk advised that she was unsure to the answer of Mr. Edwards question, but would seek clarification with ESBC.


19.
ESBC – BROOK HOLLOWS
Members noted the emails from ESBC with regards to the upkeep of Brook Hollows.  Mr. Chinn advised members that he may be willing to take on some of the maintenance.  It was agreed that we should advise the Civic Trust of Mr. Chinn’s offer.


20.
ESBC – HOUSING GROWTH POINT



Mr. Morris advised that he no longer wished to speak to members about this item.


21.
ESBC WASPS/ HOT SPOTS REPORT
Members noted the Hot Spots report that had been completed by Mr. Morris.  Mr. Morris advised members that ESBC would issue a target date for completion of the outstanding items.

22.
ESBC - 14/16 BURNSIDE (Clerks Report, Item 17)
Members noted the response that had been received from ESBC.  It was also discussed that this issue was hard to pursue as we were still without a Conservation Officer.  Members agreed that we should write again with regards to the vacancy for the Urban Design Officer.

23.
ESBC – PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Members noted that Mrs. Carlton’s acceptance on this committee was due to be approved by the full council at its December meeting.


24.
PSCO’S (Clerks Report, Item 20)
Members noted that the Clerk had written to Inspector Burton asking for an update with regards to a PCSO for Rolleston.  Mr. Edwards advised the meeting that he had attended a meeting at De Ferrers last week with the Police which was based around anti-social behaviour.  Mr. Edwards reported that Stretton have big problems with up to 50 kids running riot.  He advised members that when the police were challenged on the issue, Inspector Burton suggested that Stretton Parish Council should be looking to find a willing resident to police the area.  Mr. Edwards advised that the police had advised that if anyone experiences anti-social behaviour then they should report it to the police as the police can then keep a diary of complaints and will send out necessary enforcements.  Mr. Edwards advised that 3 members of public attended from Horninglow and requested that the area have a beat bobby.  They were advised that the area did have a beat bobby although he had been on long term sick since shortly after joining the beat.  He advised that the police reported that the crime is not drug related.  Mr. Edwards advised members that Rolleston is now considered a Hot Spot area for burglaries.  Mr. Chinn advised that his feeling was that people were losing confidence in the police and he had done so around 18 months ago following a personal incident.

25.
RECREATIONAL SUB COMMITTEE MEETING (Clerks Report, Item 21)


Members discussed the report that was made following the recent sub-committee meeting.  
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25.
RECREATIONAL SUB COMMITTEE MEETING (continued)
Footpath 14:  Members questioned why quotes were being obtained for fencing either side of the path; as if the footpath was diverted to run against the hedge there would only be a need for fencing to be erected along one side of the path.  Mr. Taylor proposed that we should write to the farmer and advise him of what are proposals are and then wait to see what he says.  Mr. Edwards advised that we would not be able to afford a tarmac path and another issue would be where the path is to run once it meets with the kissing gate.  
Meadow View Play Area: Mr. Edwards asked if the play area was still used and asked if it wasn’t broken why fix it.  The Chairman replied that the equipment is out of date and that the current safety surfacing was inadequate.  Mr. Chinn advised that he felt we should be very cautious about a picnic area being installed on the area.  Members agreed that suggestions for the area should be asked for in the next Rollestonian.

Elizabeth Avenue Play Area: Members agreed that quotations should be sought for new safety surfacing to be installed.  Mr. Edwards reported that the self-closing gate is broken and that there were a couple of bars missing from the fencing.  Members agreed that we should ask DSK engineering to look at these issues ASAP.  

Football Club: The Chairman reported that she was very concerned about the state of the portacabin and that the Parish Council had paid £500.00 for the transportation of the portacabin, yet the football club had still not made the necessary repairs.  Mr. Edwards asked if the annual rental income for the portacabin had been received and if we had received a copy of the insurance certificate.  The Clerk reported that we hadn’t received either.  Mr. Winstone reported that it had been the Parish Councils view to provide changing facilities for the football club, so although it had cost us £500.00 in transportation fees it had not been necessary for the Parish Council to fund a building.  Mr. Edwards advised that this item overlapped on both sub-committees and asked if another meeting of the recreational sub-committee had been arranged.  It was advised that to date no further meeting had been arranged as the last meeting was only attended by two members.  Members agreed that we should try and arrange another sub-committee meeting before the end of the month.  

Mr. Edwards asked the Chairman if it was being proposed that we should charge the football club for use of the field.  The Chairman replied that she thought we should charge the football club as the Parish Council are always being asked to pay out but are not getting anything back in return.  Mr. Morris reported that he was not criticising the clerk but his understanding of the sub-committees was that they should minimise the work of the Parish Council, yet this month there had been more on the Clerks Report than usual.  Mr. Winstone replied that the clerk gets criticised if she puts too much on the report, yet also gets criticised if things are left off so it was difficult for a balance to be achieved.  
Members noted the email that had been received with regards to the disability access and Mr. Edwards commented that he felt the comments made in the email were unfair.  He reported that the clerk has worked on the issue raised, but was advised on and provided with the wrong lock for the gate.  The Chairman reported that the football club do have a key and open it up for those who have difficulty in accessing the field via the stile.  It was also discussed that the suggestion of using the kissing gate at the entrance to Craythorne Woods from Footpath 14 was also not right as kissing gates do not allow access to wheelchairs.  It was also noted that this kissing gate was now in use as the fence had been erected in order to block the access to quad bikes.

Graffiti kit:  Members noted details of the graffiti kit that had been received and agreed that we should write to the company and thank them.  It was also suggested that we should ask our Environmental Officer to try the kit on the graffiti on the fence in Elizabeth Avenue play area. 


26.
HIGHWAYS & FOOTWAYS SUB COMMITTEE MEETING (Clerks Report, Item 22)
Jinny Trail Vision:  Members discussed the Jinny Trail vision which had been put forward by 
Mr. Fitton.  Mr. Fitton asked members for advice on the legalities for wheelchair/disabled access.  The Clerk advised that Rolleston provides a disabled access and that by law you are required to do what you can within your remit.  Therefore for example it would be unreasonable for a tarmac path to be installed as it would not be within the financial remit of the Parish Council.  Mr. Morris raised the issue of bicycles and advised that the Parish Council had voted in support of bicycles being able to use the trail.  Members agreed that the items out of scope should be removed from the vision and just the items within the scope should be left on.  Mr. Taylor re-iterated that the door should be left open for bicycles.  
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26.
HIGHWAYS & FOOTWAYS SUB COMMITTEE MEETING (continued)
Mr. Chinn reported that he had recently carried out some more strimming on the trail and that he had been helped by Geoff Hart.  Members agreed that we should write to Mr. Hart and thank him for his contribution.  Mr. Winstone reported that it had been suggested that if the machinery was purchased then we could manage the trail ourselves.  Members noted that a date for the joint meeting with Stretton Parish Council had been proposed for Tuesday 13th November, as the other suggested dates put forward to them were unsuitable.
Knowles Hill: Members agreed that they were all in support of the sub-committee approaching the residents to see where there perception of the biggest problem was with regards to the speeding and accidents.  It was also agreed that based on the information obtained, SCC should be asked to conduct a further traffic calming survey at the location specified by the Parish Council.


It was noted that the next sub committee meeting was being held on 22nd October and Mr. Edwards suggested that the meetings should not be open to the press and public as the some of the items discussed at the last meeting were particularly sensitive.  Members agreed to Mr. Edwards suggestion.

27.
GRASS CUTTING
Mr. Edwards reported that Craythorne Field had been cut in the past few days and members agreed that no further cuts of the verges and public open spaces were required at this time.


28.
OVERGROWN HEDGES (Clerks Report, Item 33)
Mr. Winstone reported that when he was reviewing the progress of the LEAP report he had stood outside the Brookhouse and looked over the road at the hedge.  He reported that he perceives the hedge as being overgrown and that the hedge has grown outwards making the lane very narrow.  The Chairman reported that having a quiet word with the owner often works.  Mr. Winstone advised that the issue was that the hedge was a privet hedge and they can grow up to 18 inches out from the stem.  Mr. Winstone proposed that we should ask the County Council to look at the issue.  Members agreed to Mr. Winstone’s proposal.

29.
VILLAGE CLEAN UP DAY


Members noted that this had taken place on Saturday 6th October.  Mr. Morris asked where the prospective parliamentary candidate lived and he was advised that he lived in Marchington.  Mr. Morris asked who had invited him and the Chairman advised that Mr. Fraser had invited him to attend.   Mr. Edwards replied that he hoped the clean up hadn’t been used as a publicity opportunity for the prospective parliamentary candidate.  Mr. Morris added that the Clerk had arranged the clean up and he felt that it had been turned into a Conservative party publicity event and that the Clerk shouldn’t be put in the position of working for the Conservative party. Mr. Edwards added that politics shouldn’t have come into the village clean up day and that he had been pressurised to join the Conservative Party photographs that were being taken.  The reporter from the Burton Mail advised that he had booked the photographer in from the details provided at the last Parish Council meeting and that he was unaware that any particular political party were going to be attending the clean-up.  Mr. Edwards added that he would be most annoyed if any publicity from the day was used in any Conservative party literature.  


The Chairman thanked those who attended on the day and advised that a lot of good work had gone into clearing the Brook.  Mr. Edwards re-iterated the Chairman’s comment and advised that the Brook was now flowing very nicely.  Mr. Morris added that he agreed that a lot of good work had been carried out on the day.


30.
PROPOSED POST OFFICE CLOSURES
Members noted details of the letter that had been received.  The Chairman reported that we should be very concerned about this issue and even Mr. Starbuck had advised that he was concerned.  Mr. Edwards replied that the Post Office was a private industry.  The Chairman replied that she understood this but when the opportunity arises we should still voice our concerns.

31.
VILLAGE CHRISTMAS TREE


Members agreed to sponsor the tree at an approximate cost of £50.00 - £55.00.
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32.
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE / YOUTH COUNCIL (Clerks Report, Item 34)
Mrs. Carlton reported that she had contacted Burton College with regards to this item, but was still waiting to speak to Howard Brierley. Mrs. Carlton advised that she had offered reading material etc for the students and also to go in and talk to the students.  Mrs. Carlton also suggested to members that we could invite the students to meet with the Parish Council either by attending a Parish Council meeting or setting up a separate meeting to discus what the Parish Council does.  Mrs. Carlton reported that she has also spoken with a Local Democracy officer who works with students and she has put Mrs. Carlton in touch with someone who is currently working with the students of De Ferrers.  The meeting was advised that some of the students are currently doing their Duke of Edinburgh Awards and one element of the award has to include some voluntary work within the local community so this would be a further way of getting the students involved.   

33.
FLOOD PLAN – SAND & SAND BAGS (Clerks Report, Item 43)


Members noted that quotes were in part 2 for the sand and sand bags.


34.
ANGELS AT ADVENT (Clerks Report, Item 27)
Mrs. Warren advised that she had recently attended this meeting and that the Parish Council would be displaying an eco-angel.  Mrs. Warren advised members that she would welcome any help with the angel and Mrs. Carlton agreed to help.


35.
ROLLESTONIAN DELIVERY

Mrs. Toon agreed to take on Dr. Trelinski’s delivery and Mrs. Warren agreed to take over Mrs. Toon’s current delivery area.


36.
EU REFERENDUM
Mr. Fitton advised the meeting that a council in Dorset have recently had a referendum on the EU Constitution and he wanted to speak to the Parish Council about doing the same kind of thing within Rolleston and in the first instance wished to see if the Parish Council would be prepared to take the item on.  Mr. Fitton was asked by Mr. Edwards how much it would cost and he was advised by Mr. Fitton that it would be approximately £500.00.  Mr. Fitton advised that he understood that Stretton Parish Council is also trying to do a similar thing and he has been advised by them that the Borough Council may have to pay.  Mr. Edwards asked what the purpose would be and Mr. Fitton replied that someone in government has made a statement and then broken it.  Mr. Chinn asked Mr. Fitton if he felt that it was more of a political point that was being made and advised that he didn’t think the people of the Parish would support the use of its money in this way when there were other ways to make a point.  Mr. Fitton replied that he was open to suggestions.  Mr. Chinn concluded that he felt that we should have a referendum but that it shouldn’t be done through the Parish Council.  

37.
ALLOTMENT SOCIETY
Members noted the letter received from the allotment society and discussed that at present there was no suitable land available, but the item should be considered if the County Council pursue with their plan to sell of the County Farms.


38.
ESBC BEDDING /WINTER BULB PLANT GRANT – VILLAGE GATEWAYS
Members agreed for the grant to be split between the cost of the Village gateways and the Civic Trusts bulb planting.  Members noted that the grass verge coming from Cornmill lane into the village had not been cut.

39.
ROLLESTON PRE-SCHOOL


Members noted that no further information had been received on this item.
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40.
SMOKING CESSATION OFFICERS
Mr. Fitton advised that someone within the village had raised the issue with him and he felt that it was an important issue in light of the recent redundancies being made by ESBC. Mr. Morris reported that he didn’t know anything specific about this item but that there are lots of different partnerships set up including partnerships between the Borough Council and the National Health Service.


41.
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS – APRIL – SEPTEMBER 2007
Members received copies of the financial statements prior to the meeting and no further comments were made.

42.
COMPLETION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT – 2006/07 FINANCIAL YEAR 



Members noted details of the completion of the annual audit.


43.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

Members resolved that the following accounts should be paid:-
a.
Mrs. H. Light



1555



£557.09


(Salary)

b.
Mrs. H. Light



1556



£40.00


(Telephone & Internet)

c.
Mr. P. Gould



1557



£1048.03


(Environmental & Mowing)

d.
Mr. P. Gould



1558



£855.00


(Jinny & Craythorne Annual Cut)


(Labour £390, Tractor hire £430, Diesel £35)

e.
Mr. P. Adams



1559



£60.00


(Litter Picking)

f. Mrs. J. Gregory



1560



£40.00


(Glass Collection)

g. Midshire Business Systems

1561



£27.59


(Quarterly photocopier charges)

h.
Mr. P. Gould



1562



£500.00


(Additional mowing)

i.
ESBC




1563



£190.09


(Bin Emptying)

j.
Willshees Skip Hire


1564



£145.00


(2nd skip required 6/10/7)

k.
Mr. P. Gould



1565



£325.00


(Fencing to Craythorne Woods)


Mr. Toon and Mr. Taylor signed the corresponding cheques and invoices.


Mr. Morris reminded the Clerk that she needed to invoice ESBC for £1,000 which was due to us through the WASP fund.

41.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 3rd OCTOBER 2007 

44.
REPORTS


Members noted that the following reports had been received:-

a. Community Council of Staffordshire, News & Views, Issue Number 1

b. Community Council of Staffordshire – Annual Report 2006 – 2007

c. Town and Parish Standard, September 2007

d. Defra, Ways to tackle climate change


45.
RETIREMENT GIFT
Members noted that Mr. Hodson-Walker would be attending the December Parish Council meeting to receive his gift.

55. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
a. Dog Fouling: Mrs. Carlton reported that dog fouling was on the increase in particular down Station Road and that the bins were full and some of the signs had been removed. (Clerks Report, Item 32)
b. Borough Councillor Report: Mr. Edwards advised that he feels we should have a Borough Councillors report on the agenda, as Dr. Trelinski used to have one. (Clerks Report, Item 3)
c. Brookside Railings: Mr. Edwards advised that the railings needed painting by the Brook on Brookside. (Clerks Report, Item 44)

The Chairman moved that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and 
press be excluded.


46.
BOVIS FIELD


Members noted that an email had been received from Bovis Homes advising that they had received another substantial offer on the field which they had decided to accept.  Members discussed that they were disappointed as it appeared that Bovis had accepted a higher bid after the closing date.  


50.
THE JINNY NATURE TRAIL –LAND REGISTRY


Members noted that the registration of the Jinny Nature Trail with the Land Registry department was now complete.


53.
MEMORIAL BENCH
It was not necessary to discuss this item further in part 2.
Chairman
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