ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 8TH OCTOBER 2007
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

It was necessary to comment on the following applications prior to our meeting.  Mr. Toon, Mrs. Toon and Mrs. Redgrave made the following comments:-

a. HO/31504/002/CEH Erection of a side gate and retention of a garden shed and base, 10 Alders       Reach, Mr. & Mrs. Thacker.


Members have no objections to this application.

b.
TP/00889/013/JPM Tree works to one lime tree (T186 of TPO 1), The Gables, 26 Church Road, 


J.A. Croxall


Members request that the advice of the tree officer is sought.

c. TN/00889/014/JPM Tree works to one Rowan Tree, The Gables, 26 Church Road, 


J.A.Croxall


Members request that the advice of the tree officer is sought.
d.OU/24280/010/JPM Outline application for a residential development including details of layout    and means of access, Woodside House, Church Road, Mr. & Mrs. Ahmet.


Members object to this application.  Members are against the principal of development outside the village envelope.  Members are against the proposed access as the Cemetery/ Fiddlers Lane junction is already a dangerous junction with poor visibility.  Members believe that the visibility splay is not achievable.  Members would like to see this application reviewed by the planning applications committee and not decided by delegated powers.  


2.
PLANNING DECISIONS

The following applications have been permitted:-

a.
HO/19198/005/MB Erection of a shed, 1.9metre high wall and front canopy, 11 Burnside, 


Mr. Greenhalgh


b.
HO/31407/002/JPM Erection of a detached summer house, garden shed, pergola and trellis and 
formation of a pond, 9 Alders Reach, Mr. & Mrs. Hodge


c.
TN/16893/017/MB Removal of one Laburnum Tree and one conifer tree, trimming of branches 
from one cherry tree, one willow tree and one mountain ash tree, Brookbank, 21 Station Road, 



Mr. D. Blackshaw.

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS (continued)

The following application has been withdrawn:-


d.  
PA/16197/013/JPM Erection of a detached dwelling, change of use of land to form cricket and 
 
football pitches and formation of car parking and associated vehicular access, Land Adjacent,               
Winterley Lodge, Dovecliff Road, Mr. R. Lindsay.

3.
SCC -FOOTWAY OUTSIDE CHERRY COTTAGE


This issue was chased with SCC on 12th September with a progress/action to date report being requested.  The following response has been received, from Mr. McKeown:-

“With reference to the above, my inspector has previously sent a letter to the resident and they have taken action to clean up. This situation however seems to be ongoing so action will be taken to conclude a permanent solution.   I will also send an order to my contractors to make a repair to the footway o/s the same”.
4.
SCC - ROAD SIGNS MARSTON LANE


This issue was chased with Mr. Rayson on 12th September.  To date no response has been received.

Mr. Fitton may wish to update members with regards to HGV’s in the village.   The Clerk has suggested that it may be worth contacting SCC on this issue, and also the East Staffs Road Safety Forum.
5.
SCC - DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – OLD POST OFFICE

This issue was chased with Mr. Rayson on 12th September.  To date no response has been received.
6.
SCC - DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – LAWNS BRIDGE


This issue was chased with Mr. Rayson on 12th September.  To date no response has been received.
7.
SCC - DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD


This issue was chased with Mr. Rayson on 12th September.  To date no response has been received.
8.
SCC – HARDSTANDING AT BUS STOPS

This issue was chased with Mr. Rayson on 12th September.  To date no response has been received.
9.
SCC – CEMETERY ROAD SIGNS

This issue was chased with Mr. Rayson on 12th September.  To date no response has been received.
10.
SCC – SHOTWOOD CLOSE – GRASS CUTTING / ESBC – OPEN SPACE

Mr. Edwards advised the Clerk that he had been going through some old papers for the Home Farm Development, and had found a copy of a Clerks Supplementary report from March 2000 which indicated that the Parish Council would be in line for a £10,000 payment, once the area of open space had been adopted and the grass cutting taken over by the Parish Council.  As Aida McManus the 106 Agreement officer is no longer with the Borough Council the clerk has contacted Mr. Crossley, Parks & Countryside and Mr. Hallmark, Legal Services with regards to this item.  The Clerk has spoken with Mr. Crossley who has advised that the £10,000 payment is dependant on the Parish Councils adoption of the public open space.  Mr. Edwards is aware of the history with regards to this item, and may wish to update members further.

10.
SCC – SHOTWOOD CLOSE – GRASS CUTTING / ESBC – OPEN SPACE (continued)
Members are asked to consider the following:-

“Would the Parish Council be prepared to adopt the Shotwood Close Public Open Space if the problems with the retaining wall were resolved?"


Members are reminded that the Parish Council are responsible for the grass cutting of the left hand and right hand verge as you enter Shotwood Close and have now also been asked to add the cutting of the service strips at the frontage of Dovecote Barn and Needwood Barn to our grass cutting schedule.  Payment for the cutting of these areas is made through the Village Lengthsman Agreement.  Members are also reminded that SCC has refused to add the remainder of the service strips to the grass cutting schedule and despite protests from the Parish Council are maintaining their stance on this issue.   

11. SCC - BROOKSIDE – VARIOUS
The following response has been received from Living By D’Zign following our letter to them with regards to the replacement of the damaged setts and re-seeding of the grass verge which had been damaged by the contractors works vehicles:-


“In response to your letter I can confirm that I am meeting with Roy Carr of South Staffordshire Highways this week to discuss their requirements for the site entrance, as soon as I have his information I will program in the works ASAP. We will also reseed any damaged areas of the grass verge”.

It was raised at the last Parish Council meeting that the silver birch tree adjacent to Brookside Court has caused the footway to become raised and in a poor state.  SCC has been notified of this issue and has replied to say that they have asked their tree contractors to look into this.


Mr. Gould has been asked to tidy the bridge areas of Brookside, with particular attention being paid to the Bridge by the Brookhouse which is now very overgrown.


This issue with regards to the damaged drainage culvert was also chased with SCC on 12th September, as the email received from them on 11th July indicated that they understood that the drainage culvert in the middle of the road had been damaged and that they were trying to get Severn Trent Water to rectify the situation.  Mr. McKeown has advised that the matter is still under investigation, but they are hoping to rectify the problem ASAP.
12.
SCC – TEMPORARY ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER AT KNOWLES HILL

A copy of the Public Notice has been received relating to a Temporary Road Traffic Regulation Order.  The order prohibits any vehicle from proceeding in the length of Knowles Hill between it’s junctions with Brick Kiln Lane and Beacon road unless the vehicle is being used in connection with the works or unless the vehicle requires access from either end of the site to premises on the length of the road.  The order will come into operation on 8th October and is anticipated that the works will be completed by 12th October.

13.
SCC – TEMPORARY ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER AT HALL ROAD


A copy of the Public Notice has been received relating to a Temporary Road Traffic Regulation Order.  The order prohibits any vehicle from proceeding in the length of Hall Road, from it’s junction with The Lawns for a distance of approximately 55 metres in a westerly direction unless the vehicle is being used in connection with the works, or unless the vehicle requires access to the premises on that length of road.  The order will come into operation on 29th October and it is anticipated that the works will be completed by 2nd November.  It is understood that this is for repairs to utility service works to be carried out.

14.
SCC - MEMORIAL BENCH

An email was sent to Mr. Rayson, SCC on 12th September, stating that the Parish Council were happy with the location, but against the colour of the bench and would like the plaque to be standardised, so as to match those on existing memorial benches within the village.  As agreed by members, it was put forward to SCC that they should pay for the replacement plaque.  The Clerk also advised SCC that we would need to be assured that the bench had been installed to a satisfactory standard before the Parish Council could agree to it being added to our list of insured items.  The following response has been received from Mr. Rayson, 

“I am very sorry the Parish Council feels let down by the actions of SCC, this was not my intention. It appears that Mr. Bloor may have been given incorrect information from Miss Bannister on the current status of any permission to erect a feature on the highway. Miss Bannister no longer works for this authority. However, Mr. Bloor also has acted incorrectly without first contacting either the Parish Council or Staffordshire County Council to determine the correct facts about where the bench could be sited and the status of any license”.
 “In order to move this situation forward we need to issue a license retrospectively, to which I have no problem about doing this. However, I need written confirmation from Rolleston on Dove Parish Council that you are prepared to insure this feature and maintain it. I can then apply for the license”.
“With regard to the colour of the bench I agree it is not in keeping with the village and the wording of the plaque is perhaps inappropriate. I do not, however, accept that the highway authority should pay for the repainting of this bench or the replace the plaque. Mr. Bloor has in effect sited an illegal obstruction and whilst all parties are happy with its position and his workmanship is of a high standard (he is an approved SCC contractor), I feel it is he who should repaint the bench and change the inscription to one agreed by you the parish council. The limited funds available for highway maintenance are best placed improving the highway network, not painting benches”.


The Clerk has written to Mr. Bloor and advised him that the outcome of the last Parish Council meeting was that the Parish Council were happy with the location of the bench, but did not feel that the colour was appropriate for the Conservation area and would therefore like some alternative colours to be put forward for our next meeting, with the emphasis being on browns, dark greens and black.  The letter also confirmed that we felt the plaque should be changed as to be more in keeping with those on other memorial benches within the village, e.g. “In memory of Luke Bloor, 1981 – 2006”.    The Clerk advised Mr. Bloor that only once all of the above issues were resolved, would the Parish Council be in a position to apply for the necessary license from SCC for the siting of the bench and add the bench to our list of insured items.

The Clerk has also contacted County Councillor Fraser and asked him to speak to SCC with regards to this matter in order to try and resolve the issues as amicably as possible.

15.
ESBC – FORUM MEETING


Your Chairman and Clerk recently attended this meeting, a summary of items discussed is detailed below:-


a. Core Strategy & Growth Points;-  The meeting was advised that the government guidelines for new housing was for 3 million new homes to be built Nationally by 2026, with 362,000 being built in the West Midlands and 12,900 new homes in East Staffordshire.  We were advised that the principal of the drive by ESBC is to support the local population, with the vision being to bring prosperity to the Borough through a better mix of housing more accessible transport links, and for the re-address of the employment mix bringing higher value jobs to the Borough.  The meeting was advised that the various technical studies were currently taking place and were due to be completed by March 2008.  

15.
ESBC – FORUM MEETING (continued)

b. Decriminalised Parking Enforcement;- The meeting was advised that the transfer of the Decriminalised Parking Enforcement was on schedule and due to “go live” on 1st October 2007.  We were advised that there would be 12 parking attendants for the Borough, working over shifts covering from early am to late pm each day.  Members were advised that tickets could only be issued where there are Traffic Regulation Orders in place (double yellow lines).  It was agreed that each Parish should identify its problem areas, specifying the times of the worst offenders where possible.  This information should then be passed to ESBC and the wardens attentions would then be focussed on the problem areas.   


c. Burton Town Centre Update: - Members were advised that a repeat exercise / consultation would take place by SCC with regards to the proposed traffic changes to Union Street.  It was reported that a two week survey had already taken place, but following objections from Sainsbury’s SCC had agreed that a repeat exercise would be carried out, commencing in March 2008 for a period of 8-10 weeks and that the changes would be in place 24 hours a day.  Members were advised that the initial consultation had shown that the traffic was running more smoothly and that the bus companies supported the proposals.  

Members are advised that the next Parish Councils Forum is due to take place on Wednesday 29th November, with tea & coffee from 6pm, and the meeting commencing at 6.30pm.  The Clerk wishes to advise members that she is unable to attend this meeting.

16.
ESBC – STAFFING CHANGES

It is understood that ESBC are still trying to find suitable candidates for both the Urban Design Officer and Conservation Area Assistant positions.


It is understood that several redundancies have taken place, and those affecting us as a village are:- 
Mr. Wood, Tree Officer, Ms. McManus, 106 Agreement Officer,  Mrs.  Harrison, Disability Access Officer.   
Mr. Crossley, Parks & Countryside Manager has also advised us that he will be leaving the employment of the authority in the middle of October. 

17.
ESBC –PROVISION OF BUS SHELTER – LODGE HILL, TUTBURY

The following letter has been received from Mrs. Roberts, Senior Engineer, ESBC:-


“The Borough Council is in receipt of a request from a local resident to provide a bus shelter on Lodge Hill and I write to enquire as to all nearby residents’ opinion on this.  There has not been a specific location identified as yet, but the original request mentioned placing a bus shelter on the North side of the road, i.e. heading into Burton side.  I would expect the shelter to be placed somewhere on the footpath by the existing bus stop near to the junction with Fiddlers Lane.  I am aware that this location is quite close to a junction and due consideration will be given to allow adequate visibility from Fiddlers Lane”.


“I would be glad to receive your response in writing to this proposed provision as soon as possible, as I will be endeavouring to make any necessary works orders in the next few weeks.  Though this provision depends on the feedback of the residents nearby, if opinion is favourable I would expect works to commence sometime in the New Year”

18.
PROVISION OF BUS SHELTER - BURNSIDE

Mrs. Crisp has approached ESBC with a request for the installation of a bus shelter on Burnside.    ESBC has responded to say that historically Rolleston on Dove Parish Council provide, own and maintain the bus shelters in Rolleston and therefore she should approach us with her request.  Although Mrs. Crisp has not submitted a direct request to the Parish Council, she has given us a copy of the letter she received from ESBC.
19.
ESBC – BROOK HOLLOWS

Mr. Crossley, Parks & Countryside Manager has been contacted with regards to this issue, as the last correspondence received from him indicated that this project may be picked up around the autumn.  Mr. Crossley has also been advised that Mr. Carlton will be unable to carry out any more work at the end of this season, so the maintenance issues etc need to be addressed as soon as possible.  The following response has been received:-
“I will ask Tony as Grounds Manager to visit the site for two purposes - a) to look at the paths and action some work soon to cut back any overhanging trees / shrubs and b) to identify the full range of work that would be appropriately incorporated into the grounds contract so that maintenance standards and safety standards can definitely be sustained in the absence of the Civic Society's own work”.

 


“In terms of the Friends of Brook Hollows I will explain the background to my new line manager and agree whether we can take the work forward appropriately yet. At this point we have restructured and filled a number of posts but Bethan is currently on maternity leave, Corinne is on maternity leave but returning part time in October and I am leaving the Authority in mid October - so we continue as a Service to have some significant pressures on staffing and are therefore wary of commencing new initiatives and projects if we might not do justice to them. I will ensure some further feedback is given to you once I have had that dialogue with him”.


“I have had confirmation Tony will visit the site soon and cost up adding the maintenance to the contract. We will then in discussion with yourselves and the Civic Society agree at least in the short term if and when it should be included in the grounds contract to ensure an appropriate appearance even if other volunteers may emerge in due course from a wider friends group that wish to take on such a direct maintenance role”.
20.
ESBC – HOUSING GROWTH POINT


Mr. Morris has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

21.
ESBC WASPS/ HOT SPOTS REPORT

Attached is a copy of the Hot Spots Report.  Mr. Morris may wish to report further with regards to this item.
22.
ESBC - 14/16 BURNSIDE

The issue with regards to the appearance of 14/16 Burnside was raised at the last meeting.  Enquiries have been made with ESBC, but it is understood that once development rights are permitted the applicant has a certain time in order to carry out the works, and as long as the work is being carried out according to the plans etc, there is nothing that can be done with regards to the speed of the progress being made.  The planning department has however agreed to ask Mr. Freeman, Enforcement Officer to look at the site as it may be possible to serve the owners with an untidy land notice.
23.
ESBC – PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Confirmation has been received from ESBC that Mrs. Carlton is one of the four proposed candidates to hold position on the above committee.  There are four vacancies, and the recommendation for the four candidates to be confirmed will be put to the next ordinary meeting of the full council at the beginning of December.

24.
PSCO’S 


We wrote to the police in October 2006 with regards to the urgency for a replacement PCSO to be found to cover the position of our former PCSO Miss Millington who left in August 2006.  A response was received from Inspector Burton who advised that the recruitment process had commenced, and would take approximately 12 months, although every effort would be made to find a replacement PCSO for Rolleston as soon as possible.


Inspector Burton then attended the February 2007 Parish Council meeting where he advised members that due to funding limitations Rolleston would not be having a dedicated PCSO.  Members at this point agreed to contact our MP on the issue as we were concerned that the government set up schemes and then the funding becomes reduced or stopped.  A letter of response was received from Tony McNulty, Minister of State for Policing advising that the government were still providing a substantial contribution to PCSO increasing from £3million for Staffordshire in 2006-07 rising to £4.1million in the 2007-08 financial year.  A copy of this letter was forwarded to Inspector Burton.


Members are advised that the Clerk has written again to Staffordshire Police with regards to the current situation for a PCSO for Rolleston.  

25.
RECREATIONAL SUB COMMITTEE MEETING

A sub-committee meeting was held on Thursday 20th September, which was unfortunately only attended by two members of the Parish Council.  It was proposed that the following suggestions should be put forward for approval of the Parish Council:-

Footpath 14:- It was suggested that a quotation should be obtained for fencing and hedging either side of the footpath from Beacon Road entrance to entrance of Craythorne Woods.  Quotation for a tarmac footpath the length of footpath 14 as this type of surface material is the only material deemed suitable for an all weather footpath.  Members are asked to consider that as the proposed footpath will stop at the woods, which route they would like the footpath to follow, e.g. Meadow View or Craythorne Field and also to recommend a suitable width for the path.  
Meadow View Play Area: - It was considered that as the two new play areas are now installed within the Westbury Homes Development that there is little need for the existing Meadow View Play Area.  It was suggested that quotations should be sought for the excavation of the play equipment, disposal of the equipment, making good of the surface, and for a picnic area to be installed.  It was suggested that an article should be placed in the next issue of the Rollestonian for suggested use of this area.  

Elizabeth Avenue Play Area: - It was discussed that the play area is suffering from subsidence and that the whole surface area needs to be excavated and a new surface installed.  The Clerk was asked to look into the different surfaces available and advise of some projected costs.  Members are advised that this matter may need consideration when setting the 2008/09 precept.  It was also suggested that quotations should be sought for the railings to be painted multi-coloured.  The existing equipment was deemed to be adequate.

Football Club: - It was agreed that the following costs should be looked into, goal posts that can be taken up during the summer months.  Cost of cuts for just the pitches, with the Football Club being asked to make a contribution/pay for these (£1500 was spent on additional cutting requests 2006/07 financial year).  It was also discussed that the Football Club should be charged a fee for use of the field.  The state of the portacabin was also discussed, with it being noted that the Parish Council paid £500.00 for the portacabin to be transported to the field, yet the Football Club has still not paid for the repairs to the roof.  It was also agreed that quotations should be sought for the entrance of the field to be tarmacced.   Members also noted that at the request of the football club one set of goals had been re-located for a fee of £150.00 which was also incurred by the Parish Council.  Verti-drainage had also been carried out in the previous financial year at a cost in the region of £700.00.
25.
RECREATIONAL SUB COMMITTEE MEETING (continued)

Since the meeting, the following correspondence has been received with regards to the access to Craythorne Field.  Members are advised that the recommended lock was purchased and once received was unsuitable for attachment to an external gate.  Members are also advised that the Football Club do hold a key for the gate, so are able to ensure access is given to those unable to climb the stile.  

 “Some time ago I emailed you to highlight the difficulty some people with mobility problems have in accessing the playing fields at Craythorne Road.  In particular I was concerned that now the gap has been closed and a conventional stile put in place it is extremely difficult for some of the older and disabled supporters of the junior football teams to gain access to the field.  I understand that an officer from East Staffordshire Borough Council viewed the situation and recommended that a gate with a key available to eligible disabled people should be installed.   The new football season has now started and a) nothing has been done and b) this still does not address the issue of people with mobility problems but who are not eligible for a key”.
“Why can’t a ‘kissing gate’ type access be installed as has been on other footpaths in the area? In fact further down the path from Craythorne towards Rolleston is a kissing gate which is not used as the surrounding fencing has been broken down!”
“Whilst I am primarily concerned that Rolleston FC’s grandparents and less mobile supporters are not prevented from attending games I do think there is the wider issue of Parish facilities being accessible to all”.
Westbury Homes Play Areas:-The Clerk has contacted both ESBC Parks & Countryside Department and the Planning Department with regards to the complaint that was received at our last meeting with regards to the toddlers and junior play areas on the Westbury Homes Development.  Letters have also been sent to Persimmon Homes and Manor Wood Consultants who were the contractors employed to carry out the works to the site.

Graffiti kit: - The Clerk was contacted by Ms. Bushell who lives on the Westbury Homes Estate as she had noticed in the last issue of the Rollestonian that we had been experiencing problems with graffiti on Elizabeth Avenue Play area and she works for a company called Arrowchem who sell graffiti removal kits.  The Clerk has managed to secure a kit for the use of the Parish Council free of charge.  The kit normally retails at £39.95.  The kit is currently being held by the Clerk and it is suggested that minor graffiti removal should be incorporated into the Environmental Officers contract.  
26.
HIGHWAYS & FOOTWAYS SUB COMMITTEE MEETING

A sub-committee meeting took place on Monday 24th September and was attended by Mrs. Toon, Mrs. Warren, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Fitton and Mr. Winstone.  Mr. Fitton was elected Chairman of the sub-committee, with Mr. Winstone standing as Vice-Chairman.   The following areas were discussed:-
Environmental & Mowing Contract: - This item will be covered in part 2 of the Clerks Report.

Litter Collection: - Members noted that due to other commitments, Mr. Adams the litter collector has resigned and his resignation will come into affect from 8th October.  The Clerk has received an application for the position.  Members of the sub-committee would like to put forward to the Parish Council that the position is left vacant for the time being whilst the renewal of the environmental and mowing contract is reviewed and agreed.  Members are advised that the current Environmental officer’s contract does include an element of litter collection.

26. HIGHWAYS & FOOTWAYS SUB COMMITTEE MEETING (continued)
Jinny Trail: - Mr. Fitton proposed that we should come up with a vision statement for the Jinny Trail so it could be agreed by the Parish Council and a way of moving forward.  Attached is a copy of the proposed vision statement for member’s review/approval.  Members noted that Stretton Parish Council would like Rolleston to organise the next joint meeting and that some dates had been put forward to Stretton for this meeting to take place.  It was suggested that a meeting should be arranged with Laurence Oates, Burton Conservation Volunteers for his advice on the upkeep of the trail.     
LEAP Report: - Members were given a copy of the LEAP report which was carried out by ESBC in 2006.  Members of the sub-committee agreed to take on certain locations within the report and it was agreed that in the first instance members would visit their areas and see what progress has been made since the report was compiled.  It was agreed that the Clerk should contact ESBC to ascertain if anyone had taken over from the previous LEAP Manager and would be willing to take on the unresolved issues.

Knowles Hill Traffic Calming: - Members discussed the issue of speeding drivers along this stretch of road and the accidents that had occurred on the bend.  Mr. Edwards provided the meeting with some details on portable speed signs and it was discussed that this could be a possible measure taken in order to reduce the speed.  Members agreed that we should ask SCC to carry out another Traffic Calming Survey along this stretch of road but that we should be able to specify where we would like the tapes to be placed.  It was agreed that we should speak to the homeowners to ascertain where they perceived the biggest problem to be.

Double Yellow Lines Rolleston Club: - Members agreed that the situation with regards to the parked van causing a visual obstruction to traffic along Burnside should be monitored for a few weeks and reviewed again at the next sub-committee meeting.  Members agreed that placing double yellow lines outside the front of the club was not an ideal solution.


It was agreed that the next sub-committee meeting should take place on Monday 22nd October, commencing at 7.30pm, Methodist Chapel Schoolrooms with further recommendations being put forward to the Parish Council at its November meeting.

27.
GRASS CUTTING

As agreed by members at the September Parish Council meeting, Mr. Gould was instructed to carry out an additional cut at a cost of £500.00 on 28th September as the 13 cuts for the mowing season had been completed by 7th September.  Members are asked to consider if they require a further cut in October, also at an additional cost of £500.00.
28.
OVERGROWN HEDGES

Mr. Winstone spoke with regards to this issue at the last Parish Council meeting, and asked members to look at the privet hedge along Station Road as it appears to of grown outwards and has caused the footway to become very narrow.

29.
VILLAGE CLEAN UP DAY


The next Village Clean up Day is due to take place on Saturday 6th October, commencing at 9.30am for approximately 3 hours and the meeting point is in the Spread Eagle Car Park.


It was necessary to raise a cheque out of the Parish Council meeting for the skip hire.  The cheque number was 1554 for the value of £145.00.  

30.
PROPOSED POST OFFICE CLOSURES


A letter has been received from NALC with a copy of a generic letter that has been sent from Post Office Ltd to local authorities over the last few weeks with regards to the public consultation on the Post Office closure programme.  NALC have been advised that Post Office Limited intend to specifically consult parish and town councils within each local consultation – clarification is currently being sought from NALC on how Post Office Limited will do this.  A copy of the letter from POL is attached for information.  It is understood that the consultation for Burton will take place in March 2008.
31.
VILLAGE CHRISTMAS TREE

A letter has been received from Mr. Martin asking if the Parish Council would once again be prepared to pay for the purchase of the village Christmas tree.  This will be at an estimated cost of £50.00 - £55.00 and the order, delivery, installation and decoration of the tree will be organised by Mr. Martin.  In previous years, the tree has been erected on the lawn of the Almshouses, as it is deemed as a more secure place than the Spread Eagle Island and benefits from its own power supply.
32.
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE / YOUTH COUNCIL

Mrs. Carlton may wish to update members further with regards to this item.  

33.
FLOOD PLAN – SAND & SAND BAGS

Mr. Toon has confirmed that Rolleston Club would be happy for a sand bin and sand bags to be   stored at the rear of Rolleston Club.  These would need to be purchased at the expense of the Parish Council and would be an additional supply to those currently held at the Brook house.  Quotes for the storage bins, sand bags and sand are in part 2 of the Clerks Report.
34.
ANGELS AT ADVENT


Mrs. Warren recently attended this meeting on behalf of the Parish Council and may wish to update members further.

35.
ROLLESTONIAN DELIVERY

Members are advised that following notification from Dr. Trelinski that he is no longer able to deliver the Rollestonian, his delivery area is still without cover.   The delivery consists of 63 copies to the following areas: - Tutbury Road Rural, Fiddlers Lane, Lodge Hill, Cross Lane and Rolleston Road Rural.  If any member is willing to take on the delivery please advise the Clerk.  The next delivery will be due at the end of November/beginning December.
36.
EU REFERENDUM

“Do you want a referendum on the current EU Constitutional Treaty?”


Mr. Fitton has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

37.
ALLOTMENT SOCIETY

The following letter has been received from Mr. Martin, Secretary, Rolleston on Dove Allotment Society:-

“Rolleston on Dove Allotment Society would like to make the Parish Council aware of its current considerations concerning the future of allotments in Rolleston.  The Society, an independent body, was formed in 1976 by a group of residents interested in allotment gardening. As a result of discussions with both Parish and Borough Councils the Society leased land in Fiddlers Lane. This land is part of Rolleston Cemetery and will be returned for this use in time. The Society has been responsible for all the set-up and continuing maintenance costs for the site. The sensitivity of the site does cause some restrictions – no sheds, greenhouses, permanent fruit trees, etc. 

37.
ALLOTMENT SOCIETY (continued)


“In recent years we have paid a “pepper corn rent” and received assistance from nominal, borough- wide allotment grants from the Borough Council”. “In 2006 the Society was given an informal time-line of 20 years, with two years notice, for return of this land. Current use, a trend to “green burials” and possible uptake in the threatened influenza pandemic, suggest that this estimate may be shorter”
“The current allotment site of 1.2 acres has a tenancy of 36 plot holders. The site has been fully occupied for a number of years with a growing waiting list. At 2006 year end there were 11 applicants on the list and this has now risen to 14. In addition a number of enquiries have not been followed up because of the waiting time and applicants from outside the Parish can no longer expect a plot. This waiting list would be sufficient to petition the Parish Council, in its own right, for allotment provision”.

“The Society believes that this trend in allotment use is likely to continue due to a number of factors including –
- Government promotion of allotments for a healthy life style

- interest in “organic”, locally grown and fresh food (in the last 10 years our tenancies have changed from being all male to one-third ladies)

- high density new housing (e.g. the Westbury estate) with little garden or recreational space

Overall it seems that the village can sustain a 1.5 – 2.0 acre allotment site in the long term.


“The purpose of this note is to suggest that the Parish Council should consider such a site in its long term strategy. It could be in the village’s interest to obtain and bank an appropriate plot of land if it becomes available, rather than search when necessary.  The proposed County Council sale of their smallholding lands around the village may present a unique opportunity for the Parish or Borough Councils to secure a permanent site above the flood plain. Such land could be for partial immediate use and/or self funding on a short term lease for e.g. a paddock.  Relationship with the Allotment Society would be a matter for consideration at the time but it would be interested in active participation and a stake in any proposal”.

38.
ESBC BEDDING /WINTER BULB PLANT GRANT – VILLAGE GATEWAYS

The Clerk recently advised members that ESBC would once again be offering a grant of £122.85 towards the purchase of winter bulbs / bedding plants and it was noted that during the 2006/07 financial year, this amount was claimed and given to the Civic Trust.  At the last Village Liaison meeting, it was asked who was responsible for the planting of the village gateways and the Clerk advised that she would check this and confirm back accordingly.  It has been confirmed that Mr. Starbuck arranges for the purchase/planting of the bulbs and as part of a longstanding agreement then invoices the Parish Council.  


The Civic Trust has once again submitted a request for some of the grant, towards their winter bulb planting which is taking place on Sunday 28th October, focussing on the entrance to the Jinny Trail and the entrance to the east of the village.  Members are asked to approve that they are happy with the Invoice for the Village Gateways to be taken out of the grant, and the remainder to be allocated to the Civic Trust. 
39.
ROLLESTON PRE-SCHOOL

It is understood that Rolleston Pre-School would like to address members with the problems they are encountering with funding for the new pre-school.  The Clerk has recommended that they put something in writing to the Parish Council and has invited them to attend the public questions part of the meeting, where their concerns/issues can be discussed.
40.
SMOKING CESSATION OFFICERS

Mr. Fitton asked for this item to be added to the next agenda at our last Parish Council meeting and may wish to report further.

41.
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS – APRIL – SEPTEMBER 2007

Attached for perusal is a copy of the Parish Councils financial statements from April to September 2007.
42.
COMPLETION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT – 2006/07 FINANCIAL YEAR 


The external auditor has now completed work on our 2006/07 audit and returned our certified Annual Return for the financial year ending on 31st March 2007.  There have been no recommendations for improvements to be made put forward by the external auditor. 

43.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

The following invoices have been received for payment:-
a.
Mrs. H. Light



1555



£557.09

(Salary)

b.
Mrs. H. Light



1556



£40.00

(Telephone & Internet)
c.
Mr. P. Gould



1557



£1048.03

(Environmental & Mowing)

d.
Mr. P. Gould



1558



£855.00


(Jinny & Craythorne Annual Cut)


(Labour £390, Tractor hire £430, Diesel £35)
e.
Mr. P. Adams



1559



£60.00

(Litter Picking)
f. Mrs. J. Gregory



1560



£40.00

(Glass Collection)
g. Midshire Business Systems

1561



£27.59

(Quarterly photocopier charges)

h.
Mr. P. Gould



1562



£500.00


(Additional mowing)

i.
ESBC




1563



£190.09


(Bin Emptying)

44.
REPORTS

The following reports have been received:-

a. Community Council of Staffordshire, News & Views, Issue Number 1

b. Community Council of Staffordshire – Annual Report 2006 – 2007

c. Town and Parish Standard, September 2007

d. Defra, Ways to tackle climate change

45.
RETIREMENT GIFT

Mr. W. Hodson-Walker has been invited to the December Parish Council meeting to receive his retirement gift.

The Chairman will move that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
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