ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2007
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following application has been received:-

a. 
PA/02958/024/JPM Erection of a detached brick built smoking shelter, Brookhouse Hotel, Brookhouse Hotel Ltd.

b.
PA/21814/004/CEH Erection of an extension to existing agricultural building, Bleak House Farm, Burton Road, Tutbury, Mr. D. Allan

c.
HO/31581/001/SM, Replacement of wooden windows with UPVC, 7 Shotwood Close, 


Mr. J. Jackets

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS

The following applications have been permitted:-
a. HO/16198/002/SS Erection of a first floor front extension, 9 Walford Road, Mr. & Mrs. Appelbee
b. HO/31235/003/JPM Erection of a rear conservatory, 11 Shotwood Close, Mr. & Mrs. Aldridge

c. PA/00147/016/JPM, Erection of three pairs of semi-detached dwellings, 2 detached dwellings and associated accesses garaging and car parking, Site of former Highfield Motor Company, Beacon Road, RJH Building Construction Ltd.

3. SCC – MEMORIAL BENCH

Initially the following email was received from Mr. Rayson, Divisional Highways Manager, SCC with regards to the siting of the memorial bench. 

 

“We have bench receiving a number of calls over the siting of a memorial bench in Rolleston. My recollections of this bench are; - We received a call from a Mr M. Bloor who wished to erect a memorial bench in the village, in memory of his son who was tragically killed in a car accident.  My then traffic technician Miss. Alice Bannister contacted the parish council and I believe may have attended a PC meeting.  The parish council agreed to the proposals for the bench and agreed its position and insurance”.
 

“The bench has now appeared and is apparently yellow; I feel this is not in keeping with the conservation area of Rolleston on Dove and I am concerned that this is not what you may have agreed, and is certainly not what I expected or will allow on the highway.  As such I would welcome your comments ASAP, in order that the situation can be rectified before it becomes embarrassing for both parties”.
3. SCC – MEMORIAL BENCH (continued)
The Clerk contacted Mr. Rayson and advised him that the matter would be discussed during our September Parish Council meeting and advised that when Ms. Bannister attended our October Parish Council meeting we were placed under the impression that the bench already had Highways Authority and that the Parish Council were being asked to agree for the item to be added to it’s list of insured items.  At this stage, members noted the location of the bench and asked to be consulted with regards to the designs etc of the proposed bench.  The following has now been received:-


“Thank you for the information, this seems to tie in with information we have received here. The issue that needs to be discussed at your next PC meeting is:-
· Are the Parish Council happy with the position where the bench has been placed 

· Are the Parish Council happy with the colour of the bench, and the wording of the inscription 

· Are the Parish Council prepared to accept liability for the placement, maintenance and 
insurance of the bench 


“Once all of the above are agreed, the Parish Council need to write to my office formally requesting a license to place a feature on the highway, I will pass this my clerks department and a license will be issued accordingly. Should the Parish not be in agreement to the above, we would be looking to whoever erected the bench to arrange for its removal from the highway, as it would be seen as an illegal obstruction”.
 “From a highways point of view I have no objection in principle to the position of the bench, the wording on the memorial, or the style of the bench. However, I personally feel the colour is not in keeping with its setting, and that a darker colour would be more appropriate. However, as stated above, the Parish Council would need to accept liability for it, as the person who erected the bench would not be insured, as the bench is on land not within his ownership”. 
The following email has been received with regards to the bench:-


“I was amazed to see the yellow, plastic bench that has appeared on the corner of Elizabeth Avenue and Burnside. Whilst I have no objection to a seat there I do think that the design and colour of the one that has been installed is grossly out of keeping with the conservation area. Were the Parish Council, Civic Trust and Village Design Statement group consulted on the design and colour? Is it possible to get it changed to something more appropriate for the area? I would be grateful if you could raise my concerns with the parish Council at the next meeting”.

4. SCC – CEMETERY ROAD SIGNS

The following has been received from SCC:-

“I shall arrange for a “no through road” sign to be erected at either end of Fiddlers lane.
5.
SCC – KNOWLES HILL – TRAFFIC CALMING

This issue was discussed during the Village Liaison meeting and the Chairman advised the meeting that the Parish Council would continue to monitor the speeding issues along this stretch of road.  It was suggested that SCC should be asked to carry out another Traffic Calming Survey.  Members are asked to confirm if they wish SCC to be approached with regards to this subject.
6.
SCC – DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – OLD POST OFFICE


This item was discussed during the Village Liaison meeting.  It was raised by Mr. Toon that there were also Double Yellow Lines to be painted outside the front of Rolleston Club, and that there were current visibility issues as transit vans from neighbouring properties are parking along this stretch of road.  The Clerk has looked into the SCC file and cannot find a copy of a request being made to SCC for double yellow lines in this location.  Members are asked to consider if they feel that double yellow lines in this location would be beneficial and that they wish a request to be placed with to SCC.
7.  
SCC – DOUBLE LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD
The following response has been received from SCC with regards to our request for a small section of road to have double yellow lines installed, as you enter the Dovecliff Road from Stretton:-

“I shall ask Andrew to investigate the feasibility of your request”.

8.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

A copy of the minutes recorded at the Neighbourhood Watch meeting held on 4th June 2007 has been received for reference.  If anyone would like to receive a copy of the Minutes, please advise the Clerk.  It is advised that both Mr. Essery and Mr. Hickman are standing down as the Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators for Anslow Lane, and replacements are currently being sought for this area.  Mr. Essery has advised the residents of Anslow Lane via the Anslow Lane Residents Association Newsletter that replacements need to be found.    

9.
ROLLESTON FOOTBALL CLUB / CRAYTHORNE FIELD

A copy of the anticipated training dates has been received from the football club, for training sessions up until the end of September 2007.  Training will take place on Saturday mornings, Tuesday Evenings, Wednesday 5th September and Friday evenings.  We have also been informed that the Burton Junior Football League will start their season on the first weekend in September, and therefore Rolleston Football Club required use of the pitches commencing on 3rd September.  The dates of the Fixtures have not yet been confirmed by the football league.   The football Club contacted the Clerk on the evening of Thursday 30th August and asked for the pitch to be cut by Saturday 1st September.  The Clerk spoke with our Environmental Officer, but due to the short notice provided he was unable to bring his scheduled cut forward by one week.  The Football Club were advised accordingly. 

The RADAR Lock that was purchased as recommended by the Disability Access Officer to allow direct access to wheelchair/disabled users to Craythorne Field, has been received and is not suitable for an outdoor gate (although this was specified at the time of order), the lock has now been returned for a full refund and alternative locks are now being sought.   Members are advised that the Football Club do have a key for the main gate so are able to open the gate for visitors to football games where applicable.
10.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL - SUSTRANS

Stretton Parish Council meets again on 4th September and following a written request from Mrs. Anderson they will be discussing the use of cycles on the Stretton end of the Jinny Trail at their meeting.  Stretton have also been asked to confirm that they would like to re-commence with the joint meetings of the two Parish Councils to discuss the trail, as there has not been a joint meeting since October 2005.

10.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL – SUSTRANS (continued)
For information, the Clerk along with Mrs. Anderson has been copied into the following email, which was sent by Mr. Patrick Davis, Sustrans to Mr. Peter Foster, Sustrans:-

“Correspondence below for info. Lyn Anderson advises that Rolleston has now agreed that cyclists may use its section of the Jinny but that Stretton is unlikely to review the idea until October at the earliest. Confirming our conversation just now, I note that if both Parishes wished, you would be willing to consider entering an understanding with them to secure maintenance by Ian Mannion from Derby. As at Nutbrook, you'd understandably seek a retainer from the Parishes though this would most likely be set at a level below the full annual cost to Sustrans. Any such agreement would follow installation of an all-weather surface by some other party, possibly the County Council”.

 

“Lyn advises that De Ferrers School travel plan has aspirations to use the Jinny, on the strength of which I'd be willing to field our side of the paperwork associated with a 50% Links to School grant bid to Sustrans HQ. I'd hope that a good part of the balance might be raised through Staffs County Council LTP and, again, for would be happy to pick up any part of the negotiation that might usefully be conducted by Sustrans. An essential prerequisite would be participation by both PC's however.  This note is for the record. I will do no more until hearing from both Parish Councils”. 

The paperwork has now been completed by the Clerk for the Jinny Nature Trail to be registered with the Land Registry Department.

  

11.
ESBC – HOUSING LAND AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT

A letter has been received from ESBC as follows:-

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires Local Planning Authorities to produce a new style of development plan known as the Local Development Framework.  This consists of a number of documents, which will be prepared at different times.

Planning Policy Statement 3: Housing (PPS3) was issued in November 2006.  It sets out the requirement for local planning authorities to prepare Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessments.  This will form part of the evidence base for the LDF.  In order to gather the information about the potential supply of housing in the Borough, the Borough Council has approached this in two stages:-

a. An assessment of sites within the existing urban boundaries of Burton upon Trent and Uttoxeter.  (This analysis has been prepared for the Council by consultants White Young Green).
b. An assessment of potential sites across the Borough outside the existing boundaries of Burton upon Trent and Uttoxeter which could contribute to the future housing of the Borough. (This work is being undertaken directly by the Borough Council).

In order to ensure this comprehensive coverage of the Borough, the Council would like to be made aware of any sites that you consider should be looked at as part of the assessment. Whilst there will be further opportunity to put forward sites for development at others stages in the LDF process, it is important that the Council is made aware of all available sites at this early stage in order that they can be fully assessed.

  

11.
ESBC – HOUSING LAND AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT (continued)

This part of the evidence gathering will be added to the work by White Young Green together with other sources of potential supply.  A key stage of the assessment will be to consider if the sites are genuinely available for development and are realistically developable in the short, medium and long term.  In this the planning period for the Borough will extend up to 2026.

12. ESBC – REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES

A letter has been received from Mr. D. Duckitt, Head of Legal and Democratic Services, ESBC advising as follows:-

“The Electoral Administration Act 2006 introduced a duty for all polling districts & polling places to be reviewed by the end of 2007.  Consultation if being sought from various bodies/groups within the community and all feedback will be published on the ESBC Website”.


The Clerk has checked the report, and the proposed location for Rolleston remains as it as at present, The Scout Headquarters.  If anyone would like to receive a full copy of the report, please ask the Clerk.

13. EBSC – WASPS REPORT / HOT SPOTS REPORT

Mr. Morris will be invited to make a report.  Members were issued with a copy of the Hot Spots Report at our last Parish council meeting.
14.
ESBC – FORUM MEETING

Members are advised that the next Parish Councils Forum meeting which is being held in conjunction with Staffordshire County Council Highways is on Wednesday 19th September, commencing at 6.30pm.
The Chairman and the Clerk are scheduled to attend the meeting.  
15. ESBC – LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK, (1) CORE STRATEGY, 

(2) BURTON TOWN CENTRE ACTION PLAN
It has been advised that as part of the preparation of these two key planning documents the Borough Council is holding two exhibitions to explain and invite comments and suggestions on a range of issues and options that they will have to consider in preparing subsequent preferred options.  The Core Strategy will be the key strategic vision for the Borough, setting out how the area will change over the next twenty years.  The strategy will then inform more detailed plans for the area.  The Burton Town Centre Area Action Plan is a more specific planning document, which will consider how the town centre will meet various challenged over the next twenty years.  Two events have been arranged:-
a. Uttoxeter Town Hall – Tuesday 18th September 2007 4.30pm – 7.00pm

b. Burton Town Hall – Wednesday 26th September 2007 – 4.30pm – 7.00pm

16.
ESBC – LEAP REPORT

It is now over 12 months since the LEAP Report was produced by ESBC.  It is recommended that the relevant sub-committee (Highways & Footways) arrange a date for a meeting and arrange for the report to be reviewed so that progress can be noted and outstanding issues can be chased with the relevant authorities.

17.
ROLLESTONIAN DELIVERY

It has been advised that due to work commitments Dr. Trelinski is no longer in a position to deliver the Rollestonian.  He currently delivers 63 copies to the following areas: - Tutbury Road Rural, Fiddlers Lane, Lodge Hill, Cross Lane and Rolleston Road Rural.  If any member is willing to take on the delivery (which occurs quarterly), please advise the Clerk.

18.
OFFICE COMPUTER


Members are advised that it will be necessary for the Parish Councils Computer to be looked at, as it has been malfunctioning over the last couple of months.  It has been scheduled to go for it’s “MOT” with Burton Computer Repair Centre, Hatton and it is hoped that it will only be away for a couple of days.  
19. MEADOW VIEW / ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAY AREAS

A date is required for the sub-committee for the play areas to meet, to discuss the future of the Meadow View Site and also discuss the Elizabeth Avenue Play Area.  It was advised in the 2006 Annual Playground Inspections that the surfaces of both sites are suffering from subsidence and therefore this needs to be taken into consideration as the 2007/08 precept will need to be agreed and set over the next couple of months.

For member’s information, the Clerk received a telephone call, following an accident that had taken place on the new play area involving a small child.  The Clerk has referred the complainant to ESBC and advised that the new play areas are not under the ownership/responsibility of the Parish Council.
20. ANGELS @ ADVENT
Members are advised that the next meeting is on 12th September, commencing at 8pm, St Marys Church.  Your Chairman will be attending this meeting.
21.
PRESENTATION OF RETIREMENT GIFTS

The Clerk has been advised that Mr. Hodson-Walker is unable to receive his retirement gift until the December Parish Council meeting.  Members are asked to confirm that they would like Mr. Hodson-Walker to be invited to attend the December meeting to collect his gift or if they would like alternative arrangements to be made.

22.
VILLAGE CLEAN UP DAY


Following the Annual Village Clean up Day which was held in May, the Chairman has suggested that it may be beneficial for a second day to be held, so that we are able to focus on the area further down the Brook.  At the Village Liaison Meeting, it was suggested that it may take place at the end of September.  Members are asked to confirm that they are in support of an additional day, and if so for a date to be confirmed.  Due to time constraints it is recommended that if an additional clean up is agreed, that it should take place in the middle of October.  For reference, the skip hire costs £145.00.  

23. STAFFORDSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST

A request has been received from Staffordshire Wildlife Trust for us to sell some raffle tickets on their behalf for their Autumn Raffle 2007.  If anyone would like to organise the sale of the tickets on behalf of the Parish Council please advise the Clerk.

24.
SPCA – ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 2007/08

A letter has been received from SPCA advising us that our Annual Subscription for the 2007/08 financial year remains unpaid, and that access to their support and services may be reduced as a result.  The Clerk has written back advising that we wrote to them in May 2007 with regards to our Annual Subscription, following the let down in services provided by NALC during the 2006/07 financial year and that to date we had received no response to this letter.

25.
SPREAD EAGLE PUBLIC HOUSE

The issue with regards to the general appearance of the Spread Eagle Public House has been raised previously by the Parish Council and was also raised again during the recent Village Liaison meeting.  The issues raised include the broken windows on the building adjacent to the footpath between the Spread Eagle and the Church, the broken canopy, the poor state of the window boxes and the moss on the pavement as a result of the watering system being left on for long periods of time.  A second letter has now been written to both the manager and head office.  Members are also advised that as Riparian owners of the Brook, the Spread Eagle is responsible for the clearance of the left hand arch under the bridge.  They have been informed that the archway is blocked and the Environment Agency has also been advised.
26.
GRASS CUTTING

Our Environmental Officer has advised that the 13 cuts have now taken place.  The Clerk is in possession of the dates should anyone wish to review this information.  Quotations for additional cuts should members will be wish to continue with grass cutting are in part 2 of the Clerks Report.
27.
FLAGS & FLAG POLES

It was suggested at the Village Liaison Meeting that it should be confirmed / agreed who is responsible for the flags as at present it is Jeremy Marshall, but he has now moved to the outskirts of the village.  The Clerk has spoken with Jeremy Marshall, and he has confirmed that he is more than happy to continue with this.  It has been requested that the Union Jack is erected for the Heritage Weekend 14th – 17th September.
28.
SPEEDWATCH


Copies of correspondence between Mr. Essery and Chief Superintendent Smy, Divisional Commander, Staffordshire Police have been received for reference.  Mr. Essery has handed the document file for the Speedwatch Scheme to the Clerk for safekeeping.
29.
COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF STAFFORDSHIRE – 

VOLUNTARY VILLAGE CAR SCHEMES

A letter has been received from the above organisation with regards to the above.  They are in the process of establishing whether there is potential for the establishment of a network/association for these schemes, which would provide added support to the volunteer organisers, committees and drivers.  They are interested in details of any voluntary transport schemes that we currently operate within the village (formal or informal) which may benefit from this network.  The form for completion gives an opportunity for us to register an initial interest.  This register of interest is in principle only and without formal commitment on our part.
30.
CHEQUES SIGNED OUT OF MEETING

Cheque numbers 1542 and 1543 have been signed out of the meeting both cheques are to the Land Registry Department and are for £30.00 and £40.00 respectively.  These payments are for the registration of Parish Councils land. 
31.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

The following invoices have been received for payment:-
a.
Mrs. H. Light


1544



£557.09

(Clerk Salary)

b.
Mrs. H. Light


1545



£30.00


(Telephone & Internet)

31.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
c.
Mr. P. Adams


1546



£60.00


(Litter Collection)

d.
Mrs. J. Gregory


1547



£40.00


(Glass Collection)

e.
Mr. P. Gould


1548



£1150.73

(Environmental & Mowing)

f.
Petty Cash


1549



£71.94
g.
Victim Support Staffordshire
1550



£50.00


(Minute Number 28:13)

h.
D.S.K. Engineering

1551



£176.25


(Relocation of goal posts)

i.
Signpost Restoration

1552



£854.06


(Fingerpost Chapel Lane)

j.
ESBC



1553



£190.09


(Bin emptying)

32.
REPORTS

The following reports have been received:-

a. Staffordshire Wildlife Trust – Annual Review 2006

b. Staffordshire Wildlife Trust Magazine – No 100, August 2007

c. Staffordshire Wildlife Trust Magazine – Summer 2007

d. Minutes of Tutbury Parish Council meetings, May/June/July 2007

33.
ESBC – LICENSING ACT 2003 – POLICY REVIEW CONSULTATION
The Licensing Act 2003 requires ESBC, as the Licensing Authority to carry out a formal review, consultation and re-publication of its Statement of Licensing Policy every three years.  The re-published policy will then set out the principles that the Licensing Authority will generally apply to promote licensing objectives when making decisions on applications for licences made under the Act for the subsequent three years.  The initial licensing policy can be viewed at www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk.  The consultation process will take place from 1st September 2007 to 30th November 2007.
34.
OVERGROWN HEDGES

Mr. Winstone has requested that this item is placed on the agenda.

The Chairman will move that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded. 
5th September 2007
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