ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON MONDAY 14TH JULY 2003

1.
PLANNING APPLICATION



a.
PA/19243/008 Installation of an ATM machine and satellite dish, CO-OP Store Burnside



b.
HO/10901/003 Topping of one Conifer tree, Grace Cottage Anslow Lane, for 

Mrs. Moore

c.
TN/15342/005 Removal of one Lawson Cypress tree to front of dwelling, 21 Church Road, for Mrs. Binns ( please note this is already in the decisions)

d.
HO/24070/005 Proposed erection of a single storey side extension, 66 Beacon Road, for Mr & Mrs. Tyler

e.
14/04879/011 Removal of two Conifers and two Sycamore trees, Burnside House, for Mr & Mrs. Sharples (Please note this is already in the decisions)

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS


The following applications have been permitted: -

a.
HO/04611/004 Erection of a side conservatory/greenhouse and installation of a satellite dish on rear elevation of chimney, 28 Church Road, for Mr. Goodwin

b.
HO/16972/004 Erection of a single storey rear extension, 4 Twentylands, for Mr & Mrs. Smith

c.
TN/15342/005 Removal of one Lawson Cypress tree to the front of the dwelling, 21 Church Road, for Mrs. Binns

d.
TN/04879/011 Removal of two Conifers and two Sycamore trees, Burnside House, for Mr & Mrs. Sharples

e.
HO/23685/003 Erection of a first floor rear extension, Mosley Mews Cottage, for 

Mr. Thornewill

f.
PA/28143/001 Substitution of house type on plot 71, Burton College Campus, for Westbury Homes

The following application has been refused: -

a.
PA/08260/008 Erection of a single storey detached dwelling, land adjoining Abercrombie, Tutbury Road Rural, for Miss J & Miss C Booth

3.
COMMUNITY PATH INITIATIVE 2003/04


The Parish Council has received a grant for £450 from the County Council Community Paths Initiative.  An application was submitted to cover work carried out by the Burton Conservation Volunteers following last year’s footpath walks.

4.
CHARITY EVENT – 26TH JULY


Members are invited to attend a Fundraising Party at the home of Councillor. White.  Ticket cost £10.00, each which includes a buffet and soft drink.  If any members wish to attend then please contact the Clerk as soon as possible.

5.
TREE WORK – THECROFT & BURNSIDE


The Chairman agreed the following quotations received from Mr. J. Croxall, Tree Surgeon, Hedge and Garden Maintenance: -


1.
Removal 2 x limbs on Ash tree overlapping Almshouses Gardens












Price £450.00


2.
Trimming all overhanging Willow trees above the footway and Road Sign











Price £340.00


3.
The Hawthornes on the Little Croft. Removal of two badly leaning sections 











Price £360.00


Members are asked to support the Chairman in the action taken to move this project forward.


Mr. Croxall recommended that the Hawthorns on The Little Croft be reduced by half this winter.  He has suggested that the Parish Council consider replanting this area in a view to taking the Hawthorns out once the new trees are established.

6.
VARIOUS REPAIRS

Mr. Norris from The Lawns has been asked to submit a quotation for outstanding small maintenance projects.  Mr. Norris has been asked to quote for the ‘Beavor Run’ on the Brook by the Spread Bridge.  If the work is satisfactory then the repairs for the bin located at the Play Area on Meadow View and the trip points on the two Play Areas will also be asked for. Members are asked to allow Chairman’s Action on these quotations. 

7.
EAST STAFFORDSHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL BEST VALUE PERFORMANCE PLAN 


A copy of the above plan for 2003/04 has been received.

8.
ROAD SURFACES


A copy of a letter written by County Councillor. Bather to the Highways Department has been received.  Mr. Bather has asked the County Council to consider the following points: -


“Craythorne Lane – Road surfaces edges require attention.


Church Road - 
1,  Many areas of the Road surface are breaking up.




2,  Highways sign, opposite Spread Eagle is concealed by tree growth.




3,  Sapling growth, on verges in the area of Lamp Standard  E10.  

Station Road – 
1,  Unauthorized signage is appearing on a Lamp Standard – opposite 




     Burnside junction.

2,  Traffic reflector at the narrowing gap section near to Chapel Lane junction is                

broken and this happens at regular intervals. Absence of these items constitutes real danger and could be the cause of an accident.  Perhaps other means of addressing the problem could be considered?”


Mr. Bather has pointed out in his letter to the County Council his concerns that the Borough Council are neglecting the clearing of the gutters.

9.
SUSTAINABLE STAFFORDSHIRE AWARDS 2003


A copy of a letter from Sustainable Staffordshire Forum has been received.  Sustainable Staffordshire Awards 2003 are seeking the Parish Councils support in nominating groups or individuals who have made, or are making, a special contribution to a more sustainable Staffordshire.  The application form has to be submitted by 31st August 2003.

10.
COUNTRYSIDE AND RIGHTS OF WAY ACT 2000


The Countryside Agency have been given the task of identifying and producing maps of open country and registered common land in England following the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.  The Act means that the public will have a new right to walk and remain on certain types of land for the purposes of outdoor recreation. 


As part of the mapping process, a draft map of open country and registered common land has been issued for public consultation.  Any comments on the draft map must be submitted by 30th September 2003.

11.
APPLICATION FOR AN ALLEGED PUBLIC BRIDLEWAY – JINNY TRAIL


The County Council Modification Orders Panel met on 18th June.  At this meeting the application for the addition of an alleged Public Bridleway between Dovecliff Road and Bitham Lane was considered.  The Panel, on the evidence before them, decided not to make an Order to add the above-mentioned route to the Definitive Map of Public Rights of Way.

12.
COMMUNITY STRATEGY FOR STAFFORDSHIRE


A copy of the above report for 2003/2020 has been received.  If members wish to comment on the report the consultation period is until 31st July.

13.
STAFFORDSHIRE PARISH COUNCILS’ ASSOCIATION


A form has been received from the SPCA for any members who wish to be nominated for election to the executive committee.  All nominations are to be received by 15th August.


Nominations are invited for the position of an Officer of the Association.  If any members of the Parish Council are interested then nominations are to be received by 24th October.


The 64th Annual General Meeting and Conference is to be held on 8th November 2003.  If members wish any resolutions to be put forward, information will have to be received by 15th August.  Please note that a member must be willing to attend the AGM and speak on the debate.

14. 
NATIONAL NALC CONFERENCE AND EXHIBITION


Details of this year’s conference have been received.  The conference is to be held in Cardiff City Hall between 3rd and 5th October.  Any members who wish to attend please contact the Clerk. 

15.
NEW ETHICAL FRAMEWORK REGULATIONS


A letter from Mr. Downie, Democracy & Local Governance Division at the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, has been received.  A copy is enclosed for member’s information.

16.
THE STANDARDS BOARD


The Standards Board has produced an IDEA Guide for new members.  Two copies have been received for the new member’s information.

17.
COMMUNITY CARE DEVELOPMENTS


A copy of the Keeping in Touch – Community Care Developments has been received.

18.
PARISH COUNCILS’ FORUM


The Chairman and Clerk attended the Parish Council’s Forum meeting that was held at the Town Hall.  The Chairman may wish to report on this meeting.

19.
QUALITY PARISH COUNCIL SCHEME


The Quality Parish/Town Council Scheme has been launched.  There certain ‘tests’ that the Parish Council must meet to qualify for Quality Status.  Applications for Quality Parish Status are vetted by Panels at county level, which will be established by NALC in consultation with stakeholders including LGA and SLCC and approved by ODPM and DEFRA.  A Quality Parish Council must: -

- 
representative of, and actively engages, all parts of its community, providing vision, identity and a sense of belonging;  

-
is effectively and properly managed;  

- 
articulates the needs and wishes of its community;  

- 
is committed to work in partnership with principals’ authorities and other public services     agencies;  

·  
is in proportion to size and skills, delivers local services on behalf of principal authorities  
when this represents the best deal for the local community;  

·  
works closely with voluntary groups in its community;

·  
gives leadership to work by the community on town or village plan;

·  
working with its partners, acts as an information point for local services.

In order to attain Quality Parish Status, the Parish Council must demonstrate that it has the attributes expected of Quality Parish Council and has the ability and capacity to take on the enhanced role and responsibility that Quality Status will bring.  Tests have been devised to measure these criteria and cover the following:


1.
Electoral Mandate


2.
Qualifications of the Clerk


3.
Council Meetings


4.
Communications


5.
Annual Report


6.
Accounts


7.
Code of Conduct


The tests exceed the statutory duties, with which all Parish Councils should comply as a matter of course, and represent standards, which an efficient, well-run Parish Council that actively engages with and works for its community should achieve.

If Parish Councils are successful then they will receive a certificate that is valid for four years.  The Parish Council will have to re-apply to keep the status.

The Clerk has a copy of the tests if members require the information.  At present this Parish Council cannot apply for Quality Status, as the Clerk is as yet not qualified.  Members will have to discuss whether to ‘bear with’ the present Clerk or find a qualified Clerk.  The present Clerk wishes to become qualified once child number three is at school.

20.
DOG BYELAW SIGNS


It is understood that all Byelaw Signs are now in place.

21.
MEMBERS ALLOWANCES


After reading the article on page 20 of the Local Council Review the Chairman wished for this item to be included on the Agenda.  A copy of the article is enclosed for member’s information.

22.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD


A letter has been written to Mr. Hayward, Rolleston Plant Hire, asking for a quotation to make permanent the headwall by the entrance to the car park.  To remind members, Mr. Hayward erected a temporary headwall out of sandbag, late last year, as the water level was too high to install a more permanent structure.


Mr. Bradley may wish to up-date members on the drainage project.

23.
CONTINENTAL LANDSCAPES


A letter has been sent to Continental Landscapes asking for a date to when the play equipment will be painted on Meadow View.  The play equipment was scheduled to be painted at Easter.


A response has not been received regarding the primroses on The Croft.

24.
ANSLOW LANE


A copy of a letter from Staffordshire County Council Development Services to County Councillor. Bather has been received.


The letter refers to the proposal of a footway along Anslow Lane.  They state that provision of a footway in front of the houses between the bend and The Stables on Anslow Lane is feasible within the existing highway.  They also state that this does not mean it is justified, as there has been one personal injury accident in the last three years at the junction of Anslow Lane and Knowles Hill.  “The acquisition of third party land would be necessary to extend the footway to the junction with Knowles Hill.  This would provide a complete link into the existing pedestrian infrastructure.  Without land being dedicated, it would be difficult to justify the cost of a scheme.”


The County Council is asking the Parish Council to approach residents on Anslow Lane with a view to getting land dedicated.  They state that if this was done the provision of a footway could be considered for inclusion.


A letter has been received from Mr. Essery, Anslow Lane Residents Association, asking for the Parish Councils views on this letter from the County Council.

25.
INFORMATION SESSIONS – BOROUGH COUNCIL


Mrs. Trelinska and the Clerk attended an Information Session provided by the Borough Council.


The session covered two topics, the Ethical Standards and Planning.


Mr. Waldron, Planning Control Manager, spoke about the complex planning procedure.  This covered an Overview of the Planning System, the Key Role Players, Planning Policy Guidance Notes, Types of Planning Applications, and Determining Planning Applications, What is Development? and Permitted Development Rights etc.  A copy of these notes is available if members wish.


Mr. Birch, Assistant Chief Executive, spoke on the importance of the Code of Conduct.  Mr. Birch highlighted some cases where members had failed to declare an interest at Parish meetings.  

26.
VILLAGE ‘CLEAN UP’ DAY


On Saturday 28th June a successful ‘clean up’ day was held.  At one time more than twenty-five volunteers were working away in the village.  The Spread Eagle has retrieved their concrete bollard.


Many thanks are owed to all the help from volunteers especially the WI, Civic Trust, members of RODSEC and most of the Walking Bus.  Apologies are owed to parents of all ‘smelly and sodden’ children who made it their mission to clean the brook!

27.
JINNY TRAIL – INFORMATION BOARD


A letter has been received from Mr. Ballard.  Mr. Ballard is the designer for the Interpretation Boards who was recommended by the Borough Council.


Mr. Ballard has estimated the cost of an Interpretation Board to the same specifications as the Branston Water Parks ones: -

‘A1 sized timber structure, made of pressure treated softwood as it will not split like Oak post tend to.  Durachrome print mounted on reverse of polycarbonate.  


£900.00


Design, illustration and artwork, (scanning extra)



£700.00


Delivery and installation






£300.00








Total


£1,900.00 + VAT


Mr. Ballard has suggested that the next stage is to meet on site to discuss what is required and to discuss the various options available.  Before this a meeting will have to be organized with the ‘Advisory Panel’ to ascertain what is required.

28.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD – CHANGING ROOMS PROJECT


The Chairman and Clerk held a successful meeting with Mr. Royal, who is an Architect  recommended by the Borough Council.  Mr. Royal is an experienced Architect who has many examples of his work within Burton, Meadowside Leisure Center and the Brewhouse are two examples.


Mr. Royal spoke in some detail to what would be required.  He has suggested that the changing rooms should be of similar style to the changing room at Shobnall Field.  He has also had experience with the Football Foundation and has given advice on that.


At this stage further letters will have to be written to prove that the Parish Council has explored every angle with funding, Mr. Thornewill from the Borough Council is providing help with this.


29.
VILLAGE GATEWAYS


As members are aware the Borough Council has kindly provided an annual bedding grant that has in the past covered the cost of the flowers on the Gateways.  The Clerk has been waiting for confirmation of the grant but after making enquires the grant has been delayed and is expected after August.  With this in mind several contractors were asked to provide quotations based on last years costings.  The quotations were slow to come in and in the mean time members of the village were commenting on the neglected condition of the Gateways.  The Clerk decided to plant the Gateways herself to progress as quickly as possible.


A contractor, Mr. Jones from Knowles Hill contacted the Clerk on the morning the Gateways should have been planted.  Mr. Jones quoted £38 per Gateway.  The Clerk asked Mr. Jones to carry on with the planting and members are asked to support the Clerk in the action taken.  

30.
FOOTPATH WALKS


Two of the three scheduled Footpath Walks have taken place.  Only minor faults have been found so far.  Once the third walk has been completed Burton Conservation Volunteers will be contacted for a quotation of the repairs.  Dr. Trelinski may wish to report of the Footpath Walks.

31.
PARISH PLAN


A copy of the Draft Plan is enclosed for member’s information.

32.
DESIGNATION SIGNS


Further signs have been ordered through the Borough Council to replace the missing signs on Elizabeth Avenue Play Area.


P.C. Lear was asked for an up-date with the Order in this area.  He commented that there has been no action taken with regard to drinking in this area.  He believes that there has been a reduction in the amount of bottles found on the Playing Field, however, there has been an increase with empty cans.  

P. C. Lear continues to monitor the situation.

33.
POLICE COMPLAINTS


P. C. Lear has reported complaints of HGVs using Station Road coming from Westbury Homes development.  P.C. Lear has spoken to the two haulage companies involved and Westbury Homes and he has informed the Borough Council Planning Department that the HGVs were breaking the conditions set by the Planning Department.


P.C. Lear has received complaints regarding motorbikes being ridden on the footways around Elizabeth Avenue.


P.C. Lear attended an accident at the junction of School Lane and Station Road.  He has asked that the Parish Council write to the County Council reporting that the road surface in this area may have caused this accident.

34.
ST.MARY’S CHURCH


The Chairman and Clerk met with Rev. Whitehead to discuss the issue of the land between the schoolroom and The Croft.  There was some question of the ownership of a small square piece of land.  The Church wish to extend the schoolroom on to this land and in order to do this they need the matter of ownership clarified.


The Chairman, Rev. Whitehead and the Clerk all agreed with guidance from the Deeds that the piece of land is considered to be owned by St.Mary’s Church.  Members are asked to support this statement and move to make a resolution to clarify the ownership of the land. This will assist the Church with their plans.

35.
AUGUST MEETING


It is suggested that the date of 11th August may be consider if it is necessary to have a Planning Meeting.

36.
LIASON MEETING


Members are reminded that the next Liaison meeting is to be held on 28th July. The meeting will start at 7.00pm in order to allow for the Brookside meeting to be held first.  The full Liaison meeting will commence at 8.00pm. 

37.
PARISH CLERK


The Parish Clerk will be on holiday from 19th July until 25th July and from 16th August until the 26th August.  The Assistant Clerk will be available to deal will any urgent matters and to monitor the Parish Office.

38.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT



Name



Cheque Number


Amount


a.
Continental Landscapes


920


£1,517.30


b.
DSK




921


£94.00



(Minute Number 38:27)


c.
Mr. R. Bush



922


£33.96



(four months of internet call charges)


d.
Thomas Fattorini Ltd


923


£35.78



(Chairman badge)


e.
Audit Commission


924


£411.25


f.
GS & TS



925


£440.62



(Minute Number 27:e)


g.
ESBC




926


£212.72



(bin emptying)


h.
Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts


927


£435.96



(Salary June ’03)


i.
Inland Revenue



928


£24.56



(June ’03 National Insurance £15.16





 Tax
    £9.40


j.
Staffordshire County Council

929


£69.60



(pension)  Employer
£43.50




   Employee
£26.10

39.
ANNUAL AUDIT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2003


The Annual Return for the financial year ending 31st March 2003 needs to be completed for submission to the Audit Commision.  The accounts were approved at the May Parish Council meeting. 

Owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the Chairman will move that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.

