ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 9th JULY 2007
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a. PA/00147/016/JPM, Erection of three pairs of semi-detached dwellings, 2 detached dwellings and associated accesses, garaging and car parking, Site of Former Highfield Motor Co, Beacon Road
b. HO/16198/002/SS, Erection of a first floor front extension, 9 Walford Road, 

Mr. & Mrs. Appelbee.

c. HO/31235/003/JPM, Erection of a rear conservatory, 11 Shotwood Close, Mr. & Mrs. Aldridge

d. TN/02835/042/SS, Crown lift and thinning of one beech tree, The Dower House, Brookside

It was necessary to comment on the following application prior to this meeting, Mrs. Toon, 

Mr. Winstone, Mr. Toon and Mr. Chinn made the following comments:-
a.
HO/31429/001/JI, Erection of a detached garden shed, 8 Alders Reach, Brookside, Mr. & Mrs. Ife.


Members had no objections to this application.

b.
HO/25249/003/SS, Erection of a detached garage, 84 Beacon Road, Mr. Worthington.

Members had no objections to this application.  

For reference of the Parish Council, two copies of letters addressed to ESBC, Planning Department have been received from residents  of Neville Close, highlighting some inaccuracies on the plan and some concerns that they have relating to the application..

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS

The following applications have been permitted:-
a.
HO/14469/013/JPM Erection of a single storey front extension, a part first floor, part two 
storey rear extensions and a single storey rear extension, 11 Church Road, Mr. R. Paul.

b.
 HO/27969/004/SS Erection of a 1.8m high fence, 34 Walford Road, Mr. Hunt.

c.
PA/02887/021 Erection of a detached building for use as a toilet and shower block and 
installation of sceptic tank, Cross Farm, Cross Lane, Mr. D. Jennings

d.
HO/14268/009/SS Erection of a single storey rear extension and retention of garden wall, 
Wesley Cottage, Chapel Lane, Mr. N. Buckland

e.
LB/14268/008/SS Erection of a single storey rear extension, demolition of lean to store and 
retention of garden wall, Wesley Cottage, Chapel Lane, Mr. N. Buckland

f.
TN/01158/010/SS Removal of 6 conifer trees and lopping of 15 conifer trees, Woodlands, 
Hall Grounds, Mr. & Mrs. Grant

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS (continued)
g.
HO/01103/007/SS Erection of a first floor rear extension and single storey side extension, 78 
The Lawns, Mr. & Mrs. Calder

h.
HO/09656/009/SS Erection of a single storey rear link extension and conversion of part 
garage to form games room, 236 Station Road, Mr. & Mrs. Redgrave

3.
ESBC – CONSERVATION AREA REVIEW DOCUMENTS/ CONSERVATION OFFICER


It is understood that the Conservation Area approval was passed by the Cabinet on 11th June and has been passed for adoption at the full council meeting being held on 25th June.  However, the following has been recommended:-

· That the Rolleston Conservation Area Character Appraisal and statements to be approved and adopted for development control purposes.

· That action is taken to move towards adoption of the proposed revisions to the boundaries for Rolleston Conservation Area once the Principal Design Officer and Conservation Assistant posts are filled.

4.
ESBC – BROOK HOLLOWS


The “Friends of Brook Hollows Project” was last raised at the February Parish Council meeting, which was attended by Mr. Crossley, ESBC Parks & Countryside Manager.  Mr. Crossley advised that he hoped new staff would be recruited within the next 1-2 months, with the project moving forward in 5 to 6 months time.  Based on this information, members agreed that this item should be added back on the agenda for the July Parish Council meeting.  The Clerk has contacted Mr. Crossley and asked for progress and has been advised as follows;-
“Heidi - we have finally commenced our restructuring and have literally just had two new rangers start in the last couple of weeks - so the picture looks slightly better but it is obviously very early days for them whilst they are being inducted and are finding their feet” 

 

“Unfortunately - however Bethan (the Open Space Development Officer) in my team is now about to go on maternity leave and we do not yet have cover / arrangements to cover her post finalised. This may then impact further on the wider team so we are still cautious about adding / starting new work at this point. I therefore have to say we would further review in September / October whether we can then begin to put the necessary time into taking forward the project”.

 


“I apologise to the Parish Council that it's not yet a more positive response than that but we would not want to start something without being able to do justice to it in terms of staff time on our part.”


“Heidi - I know there my be some thought perhaps as to such a group perhaps acting to share / complement the Civic Societies role (as well as the suggested fundraising to deliver specific new site improvements) - so if there is any more pressing / immediate concern in this regard that it is felt important to address right now without launching the 'friends' project then please do of course let me know about that as I would wish to pick that up even if the full project is having to be delayed”.
5.
ESBC – EAST STAFFORDSHIRE STANDARDS COMMITTEE


After our last meeting, Mrs. Carlton advised that she would be happy to stand as a member of the East Staffordshire Standards Committee.  ESBC have been informed of our nomination. 

6.
ESBC – LAND ADJACENT 4 MARSTON LANE

A site meeting is taking place on Wednesday 4th July at 10am, between members of the Parish Council, Mr. Naylor the owner of the site and Mr. Freeman, Enforcement Officer, ESBC to try and resolve the issues with the overgrown site.  Your chairman may wish to report further.
7.
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT

Mr. Morris may wish to report on any additional items with regards to ESBC.
8.
SUB COMMITTEES

Mrs. Carlton has put together a chart with proposed groups for the sub-committees.  Members are asked to review this information, and put forward any comments at the meeting.

9.
ALMSHOUSE TRUSTEES

Mr. Hodson-Walkers term of office as a trustee expired on 11th June 2007 and it is now necessary for a new member to be nominated for a four year term of office.  It has been confirmed with Mr. Westwood that he is happy to continue as a trustee until his term of office expires on 11th July 2009.

10.
ANNUAL FOOTPATH WALKS

The Annual Footpath Walks have now taken place. 
11.
RETIREMENT GIFTS

An email has been received from Mrs. & Dr. Trelinski, advising that they had read the minutes of the May Parish Council and noted the comment with regards to looking into the budget implications with regards to retirement gifts.  They have advised that neither of them would wish to be given a gift that came out of public funds and that in recent years it has been custom to have a collection among Councillors for gifts.  Members are advised that in the accounts for payment from 2002, there is an invoice for retirement gifts, and it is understood that the gifts have been paid for out of the budget, with the exception of the leaving gifts for the Clerk and Deputy Clerk.  

12.
PARISH PLAN
At the last meeting, Mr. Morris advised that when he and the clerk had recently attended the ESBC Forum Meeting, that Parish Councils were asked to forward their Parish Plans to ESBC and advised that Parish Councils are asked to renew their Parish Plans every three years in order to keep them current.  The questionnaire for the current Parish Plan was carried out in December 2002, and published in 2003.  The total cost of the Plan was just over £6,000 with grants being obtained through various organisations, and the Parish Council made a contribution of £400.00.  Members are asked to consider if they would like to complete a new Parish Plan in the 2007/08 financial year, or if they would like this project to be considered for the 2008/09 financial year.  

Attached for information is a copy of the current Parish Plan.   

13.
ANSLOW LANE
The following has been received from Mr. Essery:-

“With reference to your letter dated 18th June in respect of the overgrown hedge at Kiln Lodge.  There are two separate issues that should not be confused. In the case of the footpath, planned c1960 and canceled by the SCC in 1998.” 
“I note that the Parrish Council has accepted this decision and notwithstanding that at times this is not a safe environment for pedestrians, are not prepared/able to do anything about it.  Therefore I accept this position and those residents who are concerned about the matter will continue to press other authorities for something to be done to resolve this issue”.

“The second issue, which was the subject of my letter, was to draw the Parish Council's attention to the fact that, in more than one place, the boundary hedge of Kiln Lodge was overgrown and constituted a danger to pedestrians. This matter was reported to the council so that they could take the necessary action. I had previously sent you a site plan which clearly shows the maximum width for the hedge.  On behalf of the concerned residents I need to know what the council propose to do.  Perhaps this request can be forwarded to the Chairman for an immediate response”.

14.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL – SUSTRANS

At the last meeting, Mr. Winstone advised that he had been approached by Mrs. Anderson with regards to cyclists being able to use the Jinny Trail.  The Chairman asked members to give this issue some consideration and agreed that a vote should be taken at the next meeting.

15.
SCC – ROAD SIGNS – MARSTON LANE / HGV VEHICLES

The “No Access to HGV’s” sign has still not been erected at the junction with Church Road, and the residents of Marston Lane and Glebe Close are still experiencing issues with Heavy Goods Vehicles.  Members agreed that if the signs hadn’t been erected by the end of June that we should chase this issue with SCC.  The Clerk has contacted SCC (28th June) and asked for an estimated date of erection for the signs.

16.
SCC/ ESBC SHOTWOOD CLOSE


A further letter has been sent to Mr. Rayson, SCC with regards to the maintenance of the grassed footways, and a letter has also been sent to ESBC asking them to ensure that the Enforcement Officers have taken up the issue of the non-maintenance of the Open Space with Bellways, as it is understood that they are still the responsible owner of this section of land.

A complaint has been received by the Clerk, from a resident of Shotwood Close about the grass cutting and the Clerk has explained that the Parish Council is working very hard to resolve the issues.
17.
SCC – DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD

A further letter has been sent to Mr. Rayson, SCC on this matter.
18.
SCC – BROOKSIDE

Reference 133450; the raised man-hole was reported to SCC through CLARENCE in December 2006, with the above reference number being issued for the problem.  The man-hole cover is still raised indicating a blockage in the system, and is also extremely dangerous to those on foot.  Mrs. Toon reported that in the summer of 2006, a lady tripped on the man-hole and broke her wrist.  The Clerk has chased the issue with SCC and been advised that the project manager is on leave until 2nd July and will get back to us after this time. 

19.
SCC - FOOTWAY OUTSIDE CHERRY COTTAGE (SCHOOL LANE)

A letter has been sent to SCC advising them of the recent accident caused by the large pebbles on the footway and asking them what action has been taken since we first reported the problem in December 2006.


Mrs. Carlton has reported that the roadside hedge along School Lane is becoming quite overgrown, and that if you meet an oncoming vehicle on the narrow lane, it is difficult to pass without scratching your vehicle.

20.
SCC – DRAFT RIGHTS OF WAY IMPROVEMENT PLAN FOR STAFFORDSHIRE

The County Council is seeking view on the above Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan.  One copy has been issued to the Parish Council for circulation and the consultation process runs until the end of August 2007.  Members are asked to review the document and pass any comments to the Clerk prior to the end of August.

21.        PARISH COUNCIL - PART 2 MINUTES 


The Clerk has been contacted with regards to the release of these minutes.  She has been advised that some years ago the Parish Council debated release of these minutes and agreed that they should be reviewed every six months and published if they were no longer sensitive.  It was raised that this has happened for a while but now slipped.  
The Clerk would like to advise members that since she took over as Clerk in May 2006, she has reviewed the minutes after each meeting and released those that were no longer sensitive.  Over the last twelve months all part 2 information has been released, with the exception of the items that are still ongoing.

22.
ROLLESTON FOOTBALL CLUB / CRAYTHORNE FIELD

A meeting has been organized for Wednesday 4th July between the Parish Council and representatives from Rolleston Football Club with regards to the relocation of the goals, erection of the gate and drainage problems on the field.


Members are advised that it has been reported from two separate sources that there is evidence of quad bikes using Craythorne Field.  One report was of use in the evenings, and the additional report of the field being used over the weekends.  

23.
ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAYING FIELD

The vandalised skate ramp has now been repaired.  Quotes are in part 2 of the Clerks report for the painting over of the graffiti on the skate ramp and the replacement of the byelaws sign on the Elizabeth Avenue gate which has also been covered in graffiti.  During the weekend of 30th June, one of the wheelie bins had its locked snapped off and the rubbish strewn all over the field.  Our Environmental Officer cleared the rubbish and the clerk has organised with ESBC for a new lock to be fitted to the bin.
24.
SPREAD EAGLE PUBLIC HOUSE

The Clerk has spoken with Mr. Matkin, Manager of the Spread Eagle and been advised that he met with the buildings Inspector last week and he is waiting for the money to be released from Head Office in order for the works to be carried out to the broken canopy.  Following consultation with Mr. Matkin, a letter has also been sent to the Head Office of Vintage Inns. The letter also advises them that as the riparian owners are responsible for the Brook, they are responsible for the left hand arch of the bridge, which is currently weeded up.  The Environment Agency has also been advised that this area is weeded up and in need of attention.
25.
FLOOD PLAN

The Clerk received a telephone call from ESBC on Saturday 23rd June, to advise that a severe weather warning had been issued for the Borough from the period of Sunday 24th June through to Monday 25th June.  The Clerk contacted the Flood Wardens to advise of the warning, and also advised the cottages and butchers on the Chapel Lane/School Lane junction as there is no flood warden for this area, as well as carrying out some door knocking on Brookside and advising the Brookhouse Hotel.

On Monday 25th June, a telephone call was received to say that all of the sand for the sand bags had been taken and we had no more supply.  

Through the prompt action of Emma Roberts, Engineers Department, ESBC we managed to get an additional delivery of 2 tonnes, and Mr. & Mrs. Toon also spoke to the builders at the Brookside Development who donated a further 4 tonnes of sand and helped Mr. & Mrs. Toon, Mr. Edwards, Peter Cotton, Alan Boast, Mr. Ives and Tom, the farmer to make sand bags and get them out to the most vulnerable properties on Brookside.


Members are advised that ESBC have no statutory duty to provide sand bags, but since the flooding in 2000 has applied a pro active approach and each year supplies approximately 2 tonnes of sand and 400 sand bags to the Parish Council.  The Clerk has spoken with ESBC, and arranged for an additional delivery of sand and sand bags to be made.  It is recommended that the Parish Council also check the stock levels and purchase additional sand at the Parish expense should it be deemed necessary.

Problems were also encountered as the road to the Brookhouse was flooded and therefore cars/pedestrians couldn’t get through to collect sand bags.  Members are asked to consider looking into a second area to keep sand.   Mr. Cotton, Flood Warden, advised the Clerk that at the last meeting, the wardens had been promised that a second supply of sand and sand bags would be kept along Station Road. 

The gullies in many parts of the village need to be cleared.

26.
THE CROFT / ALMSHOUSES
Members are advised that Mr. Martin has informed the Parish council that the trees on the boundary are shedding high level dead wood and that it appears to be a specialist job.  It has been advised that they need serious treatment especially the ivy which has dead wood hanging on it and has been suggested that a professional survey is carried out.  Any work will need Almshouses access and therefore Mr. Martin has requested that he is involved in order to reassure the residents.  Mr. Martin has also advised that he has been to have an informal word with the Spread Eagle re the diagonal footpath and jitty.  New growth on the car park sycamore and the jitty laurel tree are making passage difficult for the ladies.
27.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

The following invoices have been received for payment:-

a.
St Marys Church



1519

£24.00


(Minute Number: 

b.
Mrs. H. Light



1520

£521.19



(Clerk Salary)

c.
HM Revenue & Customs


1521

£36.74

(NI & TAX)

d. Mrs. H. Light



1522

£25.00

(Clerk Telephone & Internet)

e.
Mr. P. Gould



1523

£1027.49


(Environmental & Mowing)

f.
Mr. P. Adams



1524

£60.00

(Litter Collection)

g.
Mrs. J. Gregory



1525

£40.00

(Glass collection)

h.
Mr. R. Bush



1526

£35.98

(Village Webmaster)

i.
Thomas Fattorini Ltd


1527

£40.30


(Chairman’s Badge)

j.
Mr. Lawrence Oates


1528

£493.50


(Footpath works)
k.
Ingestre Woodworks


1529

£403.45


(Footpath Works)
l. 
ESBC




1530

£190.09

(Bin emptying)

28.
AUGUST MEETING
Members are asked to confirm if they require a short or a full meeting during the month of August.  For information, the next Village Liaison meeting is on Monday 20th August.

29.
REPORTS

The following reports have been received:-

a. ESBC – Forward Plan 1st July 2007 – 31 October 2007
30.
SCC - CLARENCE
The following items have been reported to SCC through the CLARENCE service:-

a. Large pot-hole Anslow Lane, The CLARENCE reference number for this report is 151175
b. Water Leak, 7a, 7b, 7c Beacon Drive, The CLARENCE reference number for this report is 151177
c. Road Erosion outside Bus Shelter, Church Road, The CLARENCE reference number for this report is 151618, 
d. Footpath 14, overgrown with nettles, The CLARENCE reference number for this report is 151983
e. Eroded Footway, Glebe Close, The CLARENCE reference number for this report is 152659

f. Eroded Footway, Outside Cherry Cottage, School Lane, The CLARENCE reference number for this report is 152670
g. Blocked Drain, Station Road/School Lane Junction, The CLARENCE reference number for this report is 153261

h. Dead Tree in Footway, Beacon Drive, The CLARENCE reference number for this report is 154776.
The Chairman will move that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
4th July 2007   
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