ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 14TH MAY 2007
1.
ESBC – PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION, CO-OPTION FOR VACANCY


The following letter has been received from ESBC:-


“According to my records your Council is 1 member short of the required number.  Where an insufficient number of persons are nominated to fill the vacancies in respect of an ordinary election then, provided the number of nominations constitute a quorum, those members may co-opt any person or persons to fill the vacancy or vacancies which remain unfilled”.


“I must stress that this power may only be exercised if sufficient candidates are nominated to provide a quorum for meetings at the Parish Council (i.e. minimum of three or one third of the whole number of members. However the Parish council must exercise the power within 35 days from the day by which a person elected would have taken up office, i.e. Friday 22nd June 2007”.  

The new Parish Council takes office with effect from the fourth day after Thursday 3rd May 2007 and therefore, has until Friday 22nd June 2007 to co-opt suitable people to fill the vacancies.  The names and address of the persons should be notified to me in writing as soon as they have taken up their office as Parish Councillor”.


“If the Parish Council fails to fill the vacancies then we may then exercise our power after Friday 22nd June 2007 to order a fresh election to fill the remaining vacancies”.
2. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been received:-
a.
HO/27969/004 Erection of a 1.8m high fence, 34 Walford Road, Mr. Hunt

It was necessary to comment on the following applications prior to this meeting, members who attended the Annual Parish Meeting made the following comments:-

a. HO/31235/002 Erection of a rear conservatory, 11 Shotwood Close, Mr. & Mrs. Aldridge


Members are concerned with the visual impact of the white PVC as the 
conservatory has a visual impact on the street scene.  Members would like to request 
that the conservatory is made with a wooden frame to lessen the impact on the 
visual amenity. 

b. HO/14469/013 Erection of a single storey front extension, a part first floors, part storey

rear extension and a single storey rear extension, 11 Church Road, Mr. R. Paul



Mrs. Trelinska and Dr. Trelinski declared an interest and left the meeting room.



Members had no objections to this application.
2. PLANNING APPLICATIONS (continued)

c.
HO/14268/009 Erection of a single storey rear extension, Wesley Cottage, Chapel Lane, 

Mr. N. Buckland.



Members would like to request that the opinion of the Conservation Officer is 


sought as the application is in a sensitive part of the village.   Members would like to 

request that wood is used, instead of white PVC for the sun lounge.

d.
LB/14268/008 Erection of a single storey rear extension, demolition of lean to store and 

retention of garden wall, Wesley Cottage, Chapel Lane, Mr. N. Buckland.



Members would like to request that the opinion of the Conservation Officer is 


sought as the application is in a sensitive part of the village.   Members would like to 

request that 
wood is used, instead of white PVC for the sun lounge.
3.
PLANNING DECISIONS

The following applications have been permitted:-
a. HO/23299/004 Erection of a single storey rear extension to form orangery, Linden Lea, Tutbury Road, Mr. S. Press.
b. HO/00872/009 Installation of dormer window to east elevation and alteration to the roof, Hollows House, Anslow Lane, Mr. P. Evans.

c. HO/15124/012 Erection of a chimney, Kimberley, Church Road, D Calladine.

d. TN/05667/007 Removal of two Lombardi poplar trees, 24 Station Road

e. HO/04981/038 Installation of two rooflights to the front elevation and two rooflights to the rear elevation, Alderbrook Barn, Home Farm Barns, Mr. J. France.

f. HO/31193/001 Erection of a single storey rear extension, 4 Shotwood Close, Mr. Jones.

g. CN/27881/007 Demolition of 1m wide section of front wall and formation of pedestrian access, 36 Church Road, S. Paterson

h. PA/13341/014 Erection of a detached dwelling, Land adjacent, 113 The Lawns, C. A. Taylor

i. TN/06461/016 Removal of 16 conifers, The Firs, Hall Grounds, M. Feazey

The following application has been refused:-

a.
TP/11499/018 Lopping of overhanging branches of one oak tree (tree 262 of TPO 1), 
Rear of 113 The Lawns, Mr. Ipsom & Mr. Taylor.

4.
SCC – DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD

Members are advised that correspondence was sent to SCC on this matter on 19th February 2007, no response has been received to this letter, or the letter sent to County Councillor Fraser on 14th March 2007.
5.
SCC – FOOTWAYS

The last correspondence received from SCC on the state of the footways was 8th January 2007 and was as follows:-


“We are in receipt of the findings from the ESBC LEAP, which are currently being assessed to determine if further works are required.  The Parish Council will be informed in due course of the outcomes”.
Letters dated 19th February and 16th April to SCC remain unanswered along with the letter to County Councillor Fraser on 14th March 2007.

6.
SCC -CHURCH ROAD VERGES

Members are advised that still no response has been received with regards to SCC sorting out the verges between the two entrances of Hall Grounds.  Members are advised that Mr. Oakley, SCC agreed to look into this matter when he attended the Parish Council meeting in October 2006.  

Correspondence was received from SCC on 8th January 2007.  Since this time, letters dated 19th February and 16th April 2007 remain unanswered, along with the letter sent to County Councillor Fraser on 14th March 2007.
7.
SCC – ROAD SIGNS – MARSTON LANE / HGV VEHICLES
No response has been received from SCC with regards to when they will be erecting a “not suitable for HGV’s” sign at the junction of Church Road and Marston Lane.  Members are advised that the last communication received from SCC was on 8th January 2007.  Since this time, the Clerk has sent letters to SCC dated 19th February and 16th April.  In addition, a letter detailing all outstanding issues was sent to County Councillor Fraser on 14th March 2007.

It was reported on 24th April that extensive damage had been caused to the pavement on the junction of Church Road and Marston Lane, which appeared to of been caused by a heavy goods vehicle.  It was reported to SCC through CLARENCE and the footway has now been repaired.
The following response has been received from Derbyshire County Council with regards to erecting a “No HGV’s” sign at the Hilton end of Marston Lane:-

“I can confirm that the bridges and culverts within out County have been assessed and they are capable of taking standard heavy good vehicles, at least up to 40 tonnes.  The owners of the bridge over the River Dove have also confirmed similar findings”.

“However, I do agree that, because of the width of the road – especially from Marston to Rolleston – it is unsuitable for heavy good vehicular use.  Therefore, I have arranged for signs to be erected at the junction with Derby Road, Hilton indicating that there is a “No through route for HGV’s to Rolleston” and at the junction in Marston that from that point the road is “Unsuitable for HGV’s”.  This will compliment a similar sign which Staffordshire County Council has erected in Rolleston for traffic travelling towards Marston”.


“I hope that these measures will prove satisfactory and I thank you for bringing this matter to my attention and for contacting Nestle Company about the problem”. 


A letter has been received from the Village Design Statement Group, which they have forwarded to CLARENCE with regards to the issues with heavy goods vehicles on Marston Lane.  A copy of the letter is attached for member’s perusal.

8.
SCC – KNOWLES HILL 
Members are advised that a letter dated 15th November 2006 was sent to Mr. Oakley, SCC enclosing two complaints from residents of Knowles Hill concerning their concerns with continual speeding issues, asking SCC to directly respond to the complainants and copying in the Parish Council.  Upon chasing this issue, it appeared from Mr. Rayson’s email of 8th January, that SCC appeared unaware of any issues.  A further letter was therefore sent to SCC on 17th January 2007, once again enclosing copies of the complainant’s letters.  To date no response has been received from SCC on this very serious issue.  The Parish Council wrote again on 19th February and 16th April 2007 asking for a response.  To date along with the letter dated 14th March 2007 to County Councillor Fraser our letters remain unanswered.
9.
SCC – TRAFFIC CALMING SURVEY / SPEEDWATCH
A copy of the report compiled by the Speedwatch Volunteers was sent to both Mr. Rayson and Mr. Oakley on 14th March 2007.  
This report identified that there was large discrepancies in the results of the Traffic Calming Survey carried out by SCC and the results recorded by the Speedwatch Volunteers over a similar period of time.  A follow up letter was sent on 16th April 2007, but to date both letters remain unanswered.


Attached for members are various pieces of correspondence received from Mr. Essery with regards to Speedwatch. Mr. Essery has requested the comments of the Parish Council before he responds to the letter that he has received from Mr. Oakley, SCC.
10.
SCC -PARKING PROBLEMS – BURNSIDE


The proposals for Double Yellow Lines on The Lawns Bridge were approved by members during the Parish Council meeting on 13th November 2006.  The last correspondence received from SCC on this matter was 8th January 2007 as follows:-


“Mr. Oakley has received confirmation that the parish council support proposal three, he will now apply for a traffic regulation order to that effect.  The parish council will receive details of its progress via the usual consultation process”. 

Members are advised that follow up letters were sent to SCC on 19th February and 16th April 2007, to date along with the letter addressed to County Councillor Fraser of 14th March 2007, these letters remain unanswered.
11.
SCC – BUS STOPS 

A letter dated 25th January 2007 was sent to Mr. Rayson requesting that SCC consider installing proper hard standing on the following inbound bus stops (top and mid-way down Knowles Hill).  Mr. Rayson replied on 1st February advising that he had passed this issue to Mr. Oakley and that he would be in touch in due course.  Members are advised that no further response has been received since this time.  Follow up letters dated 19th February and 16th April 2007 have been sent to SCC along with a letter dated 14th March 2007 to County Councillor Fraser.
Mr. Morris has reported that there was an incident at the Hall Road bus stop, where a lady fell down the verge and broke her arm.  This incident highlights the need for proper hardstanding to be installed at all of our bus stops.

12.
SCC – CEMETERY ROAD SIGNS
A letter dated 19th February 2007 was sent to SCC advising them that we have been offered a visibility mirror from ESBC for the exit of the cemetery and asking them if they would be prepared to take on any necessary installation and maintenance of the mirror.  To date no response has been received.  This issue was also detailed on the letter dated 14th March 2007 to County Councillor Fraser and the subsequent letter addressed to SCC of 16th April 2007.
13.
SCC – CHURCH ROAD AND STATION ROAD, RESURFACING


The Parish Council has been copied into the following letter from SCC to Hall Grounds Residents Association with regards to the state of Church Road and Station Road:-


“As I am sure Rolleston Parish Council have expressed to you the County Council are having to review the strategy on how and where highway maintenance funds are delivered to ensure that the resources are spent wisely”. 

“The government require that local authorities develop five year programmes, allocating funds County wide on priorities generated by road condition surveys.  The aim of the changes are to ensure that funds are targeted to repair the roads in the poorest condition and to provide a clearer picture as to when repair works are likely to take place. it is hoped this will ensure we make best use of both the contractor resources and funding where available”.

“I appreciate that both Church Road and Station Road visually look in a poor condition, structurally they are not as bad as other roads within Staffordshire, hence not being included within the current five year programme.  This programme is however, reviewed annually and I will continue to press for their inclusion.  We will however continue to inspect these roads and will undertake safety repairs as necessary to prevent any further deterioration”.

14.
SCC – PUBLIC FOOTPATHS

Members are advised that two dates are required for this year’s annual footpath walks.  


Members are advised that the works identified during last years annual footpath walks are estimated to cost £1600.00.  A grant application was submitted to SCC in January 2007 for £1300.00 and members agreed during the February meeting that they would be willing to use £300.00 of the £500.00 from the 2007/08 precept which had been allocated to footpath repairs.  The Clerk contacted SCC in March as she had not received a response to the application and was advised that it was anticipated that the grant applications would be reviewed during April.  A date will need to be set with the Burton Conservation Volunteers to carry out the works, once news of the grant application has been received from SCC.  
15.
SCC – VILLAGE LENGHTSMAN AGREEMENT

Members are advised that when notification was received from SCC the contribution that they advised they would be making towards the 2007/08 Village Lengthsman Agreement/Grass Cutting Scheme would be £3832.34.  The Clerk wrote to SCC to query the amount as the contribution made during the 2006/07 financial year was £3858.80 which means that SCC were offering less for this financial year.   
15.
SCC – VILLAGE LENGHTSMAN AGREEMENT (continued)
Members are advised that Mr. Rayson has now responded to say that he omitted to add the £160.00 for the grass cutting of the entrance verges to Shotwood Close and that the agreement for the 2007/08 financial year will be £3992.34.

16.
SCC - DOUBLE YELLOW LINES OLD POST OFFICE
Members are advised that the last response received from SCC on this matter was 8th January 2007 as follows:-

“The original traffic order here was installed when the post office was active, as this has now ceased the traffic regulation order needs to be revoked and a new order raised to cover the amended markings.  My traffic engineer Alice Bannister has applied for this to be done, which hopefully finalise in the next 6-8 weeks”.


Members are advised that letters sent to SCC, dated 19th February and 16th April 2007 remain unanswered, along with the letter sent to County Councillor Fraser on 14th March 2007.

17.
PARISH COUNCILLOR DETAILS

Members are requested to provide the Clerk with both telephone and where applicable emails contact details, so they can be forwarded to the webmaster for display on the Parish Council section of the Village website.  Members are advised that address details will also be displayed.


It will also be necessary for new members to complete a small section on the bank form in order to be set-up as account signatories.  If members are already existing Lloyds TSB account holders, then details of account numbers and sort codes are required for identification purposes.  For those members who do not bank with Lloyds it will be necessary to liaise with the Clerk, as it will need to be arranged for identification documents to be approved by Lloyds.

18.
ESBC – CONSERVATION AREA REVIEW DOCUMENTS/ CONSERVATION OFFICER
A copy of a letter dated 30th March 2007 has been received from Mrs. Dean, MP which has been sent to Mr. Azam, Director of Development & Regeneration, ESBC following the failure of ESBC to adopt the Conservation Area Review Documents.  The following response has been received from ESBC:-
“I share some of Councillor Trelinski’s frustration over the time that all this has taken.  However, we had some staff shortages and this has held us back, but progress is now being made.  All the documents are now in place and heading for the series of meetings, which will culminate in a meeting of the full council when we expect these documents to be approved.  That will then mark a fresh and positive phase for the conservation area in Rolleston on Dove”.

“Can I reassure Councillor Trelinski and indeed yourself, that conservation matters are high on the Borough Council’s agenda.  We have to work within our resources, but the important thing is that the matter is progressing again briskly and I look forward to this improvement to our policy framework”.

18. ESBC – CONSERVATION AREA REVIEW DOCUMENTS/ CONSERVATION OFFICER (continued)
 “To demonstrate our enthusiasm for good design and conservation we have recently started the process of recruiting to fill two key posts namely, an Urban Designer and a Conservation Assistant.  This will help to accelerate our progress”.
19.
ESBC - PLAY AREAS – WESTBURY HOMES DEVELOPMENT

It is understood that works are underway on the Play Areas on the Westbury Homes Development.  The Clerk has received a copy of the plans for the play area and has been advised that the landscaping work has already commenced and that the whole project should be finished in approximately 3 months.
20.
ESBC/ SCC - SHOTWOOD CLOSE
The following has been received from Mr. Crossley, ESBC with regards to Shotwood Close:-


“I met with Oliver Mckeown onsite and showed him the affected areas which the residents are actually themselves cutting even though they don't want to. A resident approached us and Oliver said he thought now that the County were responsible but would be confirming further with his manager and anticipated he would then need to further instruct yourselves to include the areas in the cutting you carry out on their behalf”.
 


“For further information you would have to discuss this with Oliver / Richard Rayson etc. At this point in terms of the grassed strip the residents have complained about this appears to be the County's or certainly it is with them to determine what happens next”.
21.
ESBC – MARSTON LANE

Further to the unlawful felling of the trees on Marston Lane and the subsequent prosecution of the land owner, a planting scheme was drawn up by the Councils arboricultural Officer requesting that the landowner replant a blue cedar and 3 birch trees on the frontage of the site before the end of April 2007. 
It has been noted that the replacement planting has taken place on the side of the site allowing the whole site to still be open to development and that the site is still overgrown and unsightly.   This issue has been reported to ESBC, Enforcements Department who have responded as follows:-

“Thank you for your email. I have already inspected the site as has Peter Wood our arboricultural officer. The planting has been carried out as requested with the trees in the approximate positions shown on our planting scheme. The three birch trees were supposed to be planted as a group. I am aware the site has become overgrown with seasonal weed growth, but this was inevitable once the tree cover had been removed”.
22.
ESBC – DISPOSAL OF LAND MEADOW VIEW

The Following letter has been received from Ishbel Murray, Director Health, Environment, Leisure, ESBC:-
22.
ESBC – DISPOSAL OF LAND MEADOW VIEW (continued)
“May I first of all sincerely apologise for the unacceptable delay in the issuing of this correspondence.  You had lodged an objection in response to an advertisement for the disposal of a strip of Council land at Meadow View and you should have received details of the outcome and decision from the Council”.

“An advertisement to dispose of a strip of Council land at Meadow View was placed in accordance with the Councils Asset Management – Disposal Policy.  A total of 17 objections were received in response to the proposed disposal of land and each of those was considered against the original considerations for disposal.  It should be noted that some objections were objections on planning grounds and related to the matter of the planning application for the property which were not related to the land disposal. The objections pertinent to the land disposal were summarized as follows:-

1. Clarity of Understanding of which piece of land was being disposed of.

· There would be no loss of tress as a result of the land disposal.

· The footway would remain in Staffordshire County Councils use.

2. Safety Concerns.

· Vehicles would cross the footway, as they do on other drives in Meadow View.
· Unauthorised parking on the footway is a matter for the Highways Authority, as it would be in any other location.

3. Loss of visual amenity in Meadow View.

· The trees would be retained and any boundary treatments would be required to be agreed as a condition of sale.

4. Land should remain in Community ownership.

· The disposal is in accordance with the Councils Greenspace Strategy and Disposal Policy.


“Having reviewed the objections and relevant policies it was found that there was no basis on which the decision to dispose of the land would contravene the Greenspace Strategy and/or the Disposal Policy and therefore an Executive decision was approved for the disposal of the strip of land at Meadow View, Rolleston on Dove”.

“I do again apologise for the delay in forwarding this information to you and would wish to take this opportunity to assure you that this practice, as in the delay of correspondence, is not one that the Council would normally expect to assume”.

23.
ESBC – BROOK HOLLOWS

Members are advised that this item is on the agenda with regards to the set-up of the “Friends of Brook Hollows” working party.  Members are advised that when Mr. Crossley, Parks & Countryside Manager, ESBC attended the February Parish Council meeting he advised that they were still experiencing staff shortages, but were hopeful of recruiting new staff within the next one to two months, therefore anticipating that any project could be set up in five to six months time (July/August 2007).   

24.
ESBC – LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

The following letter has been received from ESBC:-


“Following consultation of the Draft Statement of Community Involvement that took place between the 4th January and 15th March 2007 the Council has, in the light of the representations received, revised its Draft Statement of Community Involvement and submitted it to the Secretary of State.  In accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004, I attach a copy of East Staffordshire Borough Councils Submission Statement of Community Involvement, now available for consultation”.


The Consultation period runs from Monday 16th April to Tuesday 29th May 2007.  Copies of the statement are attached for member’s comments.  Members are asked to forward any comments to the Clerk by Friday 25th May 2007, so comments can be forwarded to ESBC. 

25.
MEADOW VIEW PLAY AREA

A complaint has been received via Mrs. Carlton of anti-social behaviour taking place on the Meadow View Play Area and neighbouring Craythorne Woods.  It was reported that glass and rubbish were strewn over the play area and that there was a den in the woods which was full of empty bottles.  It was reported that youths were gathering in these areas and disturbing the peace, and also that minor damage had occurred to some of the neighbouring properties.


The Clerk asked Mr. Gould to clear the play area and has reported that anti social behaviour to P. C. Lear, asking him to look into the reports.  Members are also advised that in any instances like this, complainants should be asked to contact the police directly when incidents are taking place so that they can be logged and investigated.  A further message was left a few days later from a caller, who did not disclose any contact details, advising that the “youths” had, had a small fire and as a result there was some damage to the trees.  This incident has also been reported to P.C. Lear.
26.
ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAY AREA

It has been reported to the Clerk that the metal panel on the skate ramp has been vandalised and is extremely dangerous.  The Clerk has contacted Record Play and asked for an urgent quote for the repair of the ramp.  It is hoped that this quotation will be received in time for your meeting.
27.
LITTER COLLECTION


The clerk has spoken with the gentleman who does the litter collection with regards to the issue of also clearing dog faeces.  Mr. Adams has advised that this is not an area that he would be interested in.  However, Mr. Adams has confirmed that should the Parish Council wish him to do so, he his willing to do another 1-2 hours per week, collecting litter in the areas that are not normally covered.

28.
DOCTORS SURGERY

 Mr. Morris met with Mr. Dean from Dean & Smedley Pharmacy and may wish to update the meeting the further.  The following letter has been received from Mr. Paton, Practice Manager, The Tutbury Practice:-

“As you may be aware our local Primary Care Trust merged at the end of last year into a new large South Staffs Primary Care Trust.  At his present time the whole project is on hold as the new organisation reviews it’s priorities for new sites due to funding for capital projects being limited.  This means that certain projects, which were not already underway, including ours, will have to be looked at again from scratch”.  

“In realistic terms we are not too hopeful of moving forward in the near future.  We are hoping to hear within the next few months where we stand and at that time we will be able to advise you of the situation. Sorry I cannot give you a definite answer at this time but we are very much in the hands of the new project team at the PCYT and until they are able to undertake a full locality plan we will not know where we stand. Once again thank you for your help and support to date”.

Members are advised that we did write to the PCT at the beginning of 2007 and that the following response was recorded from them in the Clerks Report of 12th February 2007.
 “Thank-you for your letter.  You will be aware that GP practices are run as independent businesses, and any decision to relocate is for the practice to decide, albeit requiring the support of the Primary Care Trust”.

“The Tutbury Practice have for some time been looking to relocate to more suitable accommodation, and in this respect have been looking at a number of options.  The most recent option of land adjacent to 93 Station Road was considered to be a suitable location and was welcomed by the Primary Care Trust, as it fulfilled the desire for a GP Practice in Rolleston”.


“I am aware that the planning application was not straightforward, and as there were significant objections from local residents.  I understand that many of the objections were around concerns over levels of traffic being increased in the area.  I understand that the Tutbury Practice have now started to look at other options, including potential sites in Tutbury.  It is a fact therefore, that the delay in progressing the proposal for a development in Rolleston has affected, at least in the short term, the opportunity to establish a GP practice in Rolleston”.

“As you are aware the East Staffordshire Primary Care Trust has now ceased, and healthcare is now commissioned by the South Staffordshire Primary Care Trust.  The new Primary Care Trust will be establishing an estates development strategy, and I will ensure that the Parish Council views are considered”.


Members are asked to consider that in light of the response from Mr. Paton, Practice Manager, it may be more beneficial for the petition to be handed directly to the Primary Care Trust as opposed to the Doctors Surgery.

29.
BUS SERVICES


At the last Parish Council meeting, Mr. Morris suggested that we should write to Midland Classic Bus Services to see if they would be willing to pick up the hospital service from the village to the hospital as he had recently read that they had picked up the service from Stretton, following the loss of the service by ARRIVA.  The Clerk has written to Midland Classic, but to date has received no response.

30.
QUAD BIKE


A report has been made to the Clerk of a young boy riding a Junior Quad Bike both on and off road.  Members are advised that the boy has been seen riding the bike on both Craythorne Field and Craythorne Woods.  Details of the offender have been passed to P.C. Lear. 

31.
ITEMS OF HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE

Upon Mr. Winstone’s suggestion, the Clerk has contacted Chester Zoo who has confirmed they are willing to take on the items.  The birds will be used for Educational purposes and it is anticipated that in the future the birds will be on full display.  As the items are being donated to Chester Zoo, it has been asked if they will consider making a donation to one of the village organisations.  The handover of the items is now being handled by the Leisure Centre Manager at Meadowside.
32.
FINGERPOST

The £1,000 contribution from the Civic Trust towards the restoration of the fingerpost has now been received.  A letter of thanks has been sent to the Chairman of the Civic Trust for the generous contribution.  A cheque has been raised for £1,000 towards a second down payment.  It is anticipated that works will be complete by the end of May, with a remaining balance of £726.86 + V.A.T payable upon completion.
33.
FOR SALE SIGNS

The Clerk has written o the estate agents that are displaying signs at the entrance to both Shotwood Close and Mosley Mews and has requested that they remove the signs, but to date has received no response.  Members are reminded that the issue has also been passed to ESBC Enforcements Team for action.
34.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL – PUBLIC INQUIRY


The Public Inquiry with regards to the future of the Jinny Nature Trail was held on Wednesday 11th and Thursday 12th April.  Due to the overrun of the inquiry, the Barristers fees have increased.  The Planning Inspectorate has advised that he expects to pass his decision within two to three months.
35. STANDING ORDERS

Enclosed for members is a copy of the Standing Orders.

36. VILLAGE CLEAN UP DAY


Members are reminded that the Village Clean Up day is taking place on Saturday 19th May, commencing at 9.30am, meeting in the Spread Eagle Car Park.  
37. VILLAGE LIASION MEETING


Members are advised that the next Village Liaison meeting is on Monday 21st May, commencing at 7.30pm, Methodist Chapel Schoolroom.
38. NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH MEETING


Attached for members information, is a copy of the Neighbourhood Watch minutes from the meeting held on 5th March 2007.


Members are advised that the next Neighbourhood Watch meeting is on Monday 4th June, commencing at 7.30pm, Methodist Chapel Schoolroom.

39.
ANSLOW LANE
The following letter was received from Mr. Essery on 31st March 2007:-

“PA/11780/010 (Kiln Lodge). On Friday I spent some time looking through the file and as soon as I have typed my notes I will let you have a copy.  There is no mention of a footpath in the file so I spent £10 and purchased a copy of the site plan, a copy is enclosed.  Perhaps this could be examined by members of the Parish Council and an opinion given.  It seems to me that the line of enquiry I need to follow is a) what exactly was planned by SCC.  We know Mr. Mason cancelled it in December 1998 but we need to establish where the footpath was to be.  B) The reason why it was cancelled.  When I asked about footpaths I was told to phone 01785 277244 but this department is only concerned with footpaths across farmland etc.  They referred me to 0800 232323 but I felt that I ought to see what the Parish Council suggested before taking any further steps”.
The following letter has been received from Mr. Essery dated 6th May 2007 along with a summary of events for member’s consideration:-

“I need to recheck the height of the hedge, see item 17, but I recall that during a site meeting John Morris said it should be about 6ft.  You will note that there is no reference to the footpath in the file.  The question is: - was it overlooked or was it ignored?  What is clear when you examine the site is that the hedge along the boundary of Anslow Lane is not in accordance with the plan, why has no action been taken?  I the RODPC can help me by supplying the information requested under 2 in my 31st March we maybe close to establishing what happened”. 

40. ESBC – FORUM MEETING


The next Parish Councils Forum meeting is being held on Wednesday 6th June, the Chairman and the Clerk are invited to attend.
41.
THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT ORDER 2007

Notification has been received that a revised code of conduct has been issued, prescribing a revised model of conduct for members of local authorities.  The order comes into effect from 3rd May 2007.  It is the duty of the relevant authority (which includes Parish Councils), before the end of the period of six months beginning with the day on which any subsequent order under section 50 which applies to them is made, to pass a resolution:-
a. adopting a code of conduct in place of their existing code of conduct under this section, or

b. revising their existing code of conduct under this section.


The Clerk is in receipt of a full copy of the Code of Conduct which applies to all local authorities.  For ease The Standards Board for England has published a parish version of the revised code which only contains the provisions relevant to parish and town councils.  A copy of this is included for member’s perusal, along with a copy of the Legal Briefing which has been received from NALC.

42.
FOJORPS COMMUNITY DAY

The Parish Council has a stand each year at the school Community Day, this year is takes place on Saturday 9th June, and Mrs. Carlton and the Clerk will be arranging a display with regards to Youth Councils and advertising the forthcoming Local Democracy Week. 

43.
COUNTY AIR AMBULANCE - APPEAL
An appeal for a donation has been received from the County Air Ambulance.  The County Air Ambulance is now in its sixteenth year, currently operating 3 helicopters, 7 days a week.  Over the last 15 years the service has flown over 23,000 missions being directly responsible for saving countless lives.  They need to raise £3.5 million each year to enable the service to operate.
44.

CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND - APPEAL

  A letter has been received from CPRE, requesting donations for the 2007/08 financial year.  Members are advised that last year we made a contribution of £30.00.
45.

POSTWATCH – POST OFFICE CLOSURES

The following letter has been received from Postwatch with regards to Post Office Closures:-

“You may be aware that the government has recently consulted in the future of the post office network.  The consultation included the proposal to close up to 2,500 post offices throughout the UK, extend government funding for the post office network to 2011 and put in place 500 alternative delivery services.



“We accept the current financial pressures post offices are experiencing necessitates some closures, and that it is preferable that these closures are managed.  We do, however, have several concerns about the proposals, and I have, therefore, attached the executive summary of Postwatch’s response, detailing our concerns”.

A copy of Postwatch’s summary is attached for reference.  Members are advised that we have recently written to our local MP on this matter and Mr. Fitzpatrick, Minister of State.

46.
FOOTPATH 14 – BEACON ROAD TO CRATHORNE LAND

Members are advised that when the Village Design Statement Group conducted the Parish Plan Questionnaire, the results from the questionnaire indicated a lack of facilities for cycling and it was suggested that the Public Footpath from Beacon Road to all the Craythorne Land could be made into a cycle way.  The landowner has been approached with the idea, and a letter was received from him in November 2006 as follows:-

“Further to your letter we still have concerns regarding turning the public footpath into a cycle track, and our concerns remain the same:-

1. Danger to pedestrians using the public footpath particularly young children.

2. The amount of land required.

3. The issue of dog fouling remains a problem although not directly related to turning into a cycle track, but increased trespass on our land.
4. The use of motorbikes etc, which we would not want and cannot see how could be prevented.

5. The effect and danger to animals when present in the field.

6. Also any need for planning permission changed would carry additional concerns.


“If you were proposing to fence off the footpath along the length of the field, plant a hedge and maintain these and adequately address the other issues raised then we can see no reason at the current time why the public footpath could not also be used as a cycle path.  We would of course want to involve our solicitor and have appropriate legal documents drawn up and would expect you to fund this”.


Members agreed during the January Parish Council meeting, that as any project would take a large amount of work and possible expense that any decision with regards to the project should be left until for the consideration of the new Parish Council.

47. STAFFORDSHIRE PARISH COUNCILS ASSOCIATION (SPCA), 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 2007/08

At the last meeting members asked for this item to be added to the agenda for the next meeting, as it was considered that we had not received adequate support from the association during 2006/07 financial year.  Based on this request the annual subscription fee was held back at the last meeting, the cheque has been re-presented at this meeting, as subscription payments are required no later than 31st May 2007.

Members are advised that a Circular received from the Chief Executive advised that the Executive Committee has decided the rates to be charged, work out at an average increase of 2.5%.  The Subscription rate for each council is calculated according to the exact number of electors. The Circular advised that affiliation to the SPCA and NALC should be seen by all local councils as an essential basic requirement.  The NALC affiliation fee is 4.72p per elector, which is collected by the SPCA and passed on to the National Association.  

48.
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE / YOUTH COUNCIL
Members agreed that this item would be discussed once the new Parish Council was in situ and in the meantime Mrs. Carlton was asked to investigate which councils run Youth Councils.
49.
BUS SHELTER

At the last meeting, members noted that a letter had been received from Mr. Thompson advising that due to SCC still not giving him official permission to use his gate, he is unable to meet to discuss the offer of some land to house a bus shelter.  Members agreed that this item should be kept on the agenda.
50.
FLY-TIPPING CRAYTHORNE ROAD

Initially a response was received from Bovis to say that they were not in receipt of our correspondence from November 2006, January 2007 and February 2007.  They also advised that no-one recalls having spoke to anyone from the Environmental Health Department, ESBC or the Neighbourhood Wardens, ESBC during February 2007 with regards to the field.  Mr. Hammond, of Bovis Homes Legal Department has now confirmed that Bovis Homes are still the owners of the field, although they are looking to sell the field as soon as possible.   

It has been suggested that in the interim, a gate & sign could be erected in order to prevent unauthorised access.  Mr. Hammond has requested that the Parish Council organise a local workman to install the gate and sign, and has agreed that Bovis Homes will reimburse the Parish Council accordingly.  
51.
CRAYTHORNE CAR PARK

The re-grading of the Craythorne Car Park has now taken place.  The contractors advised that there is evidence of cars going into the far end corner of the car park (by the portacabin) at night.  Members are asked to consider erecting a gate at the entrance to the driveway going down to the portacabin, in order to stop unsavoury behaviour taking place in the evenings.


It is necessary to make payment for the Radar Lock for the main gate to enable disabled access to Craythorne Field at the time of placing the order.    An invoice is in accounts for payment for this amount.  Once the cheque has been received, the order will be released and should be received within 4 working days.  Upon receipt, arrangements will be made for our Environmental officer to install the lock.  Additional keys have been ordered, one for the football club and one for our Environmental officer.  Those with disabilities are provided directly with Radar keys via either their local council or NHS trust.
52.
ROLLESTON FOOTBALL CLUB

Rolleston Football Club would like to arrange a meeting with members of the Parish Council to discuss the possibility of moving the goal posts for next season, as there is still a minor issue with drainage on the corner of one of the pitches. 
53.
ROLLESTON ALMSHOUSE TRUSTEES


The following letter has been received from the Clerk to the Trustees:-


“As I am sure you are aware, Rolleston Parish Council nominates two Trustees to the board of the Rolleston Almshouse Charity.  Each appointment is for a four year term of office.  The persons nominated must be residing or carrying on business in or near the Parishes of Rolleston and Anslow but need not be a member of the Parish Council”.


“Currently the nominated Trustees are Mr. W Hodson-Walker, whose term of office expires on 11th June 2007 and Mr. J. S. Westwood whose term expires on 11th July 2009.  Although I believe both are now standing down from the Parish Council, I shall assume they will be continuing as trustees until the expiry of their terms unless I am advised to the contrary”.

54.
CHAIN OF OFFICE

Members are advised that cost quoted to bring the Chairman’s Badge of office up to date with Mrs. Trelinska’s details will be £29.63 net plus carriage, packing and V.A.T.  Members are asked to formally approve this quotation.
55.
NEW COUNCILLOR  & CHAIRMANSHIP SKILLS PROGRAMME

In order to assist the Parish Council in the introduction of newly elected councillors to council procedures, Staffordshire Parish Councils Association will be holding a training induction on 14th June from 2pm – 4pm, or 7pm – 9pm.  The cost of the training is £20.00 per member with a £10.00 reduction for each additional councillor attending.


Dates for the Chairmanship Skills are now confirmed as 12th September for Modules 1 and 2, 18th October for Modules 3 and 27th November for Module 4.  Modules 5 and 6 will commence in Spring 2008.  The cost of the course is £20.00 per module. 
56.
SCC & STAFFORDSHIRE PARISH COUNCILS ASSOCIATION – LOCAL COUNCILS 
CONFERENCE

An invitation has been received for the above conference to be held on Friday 29th June 2007, Kingston centre, Stafford.  A representative from all Parish Councils has been invited to attend, and the day is free of charge.  The day will commence at 9,45am and finish at approximately 3pm.  If anyone would like to attend, please advise the Clerk and she will make the necessary arrangements.  

57.
ANNUAL AUDIT RETURN FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2007

Notification has been received that the 2006/07 annual returns are to be completed and sent to the external auditor by 10th July 2007.  Members are asked to confirm that they wish Mrs. Woodbine to carry out the internal auditor section.  In previous years this has been completed at a cost of £100.00. 

58.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

The following invoices have been received for payment:-

a.
SPCA



1483


£453.00

(Annual Subscription)
b.
Wilshees skip hire

1486


£145.00



(Skip Village C.up Day)

c.
Mrs. H. Light


1487


£250.00


(Minute Number 85:49)

58.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
d.
Mrs. H. Light


1488


£519.59




(Clerk Salary)

e.
HM Revenue & Customs

1489


£38.34

(N.I & Tax)

f.
Mrs. H. Light


1490


£30.00

(Telephone & Internet) 
g.
Mr. P. Gould


1491


£1027.49

(Environmental & Mowing)

h.
Mr. P. Adams


1492


£75.00

(Litter Collection)

i.
Mrs. J. Gregory


1493


£50.00

(glass Collection)

j.
Rolleston Scout Group

1494


£100.00


(Minute No 85:37) 
k.
Mr. Phil Gould


1495


£140.00


(Repair Craythorne fencing)

l.
Rolleston Plant Hire

1496


£5,851.50

(Craythorne Car Park)

m.
Signpost Restoration

1497


£1,000


(Fingerpost Restoration)

n.
Community Council of Staffs
1498


£20.00


(Membership renewal 07/08)

o.
Viking Office Supplies Ltd
1499


£41.47


(Ink cartridges)

p.
Nicholls & Clarke

1500


£149.80


(Minute number 85:47)

q.
Mr. Richard Bush


1501


£35.98


(Village Webmaster x 2 months)

r.
ESBC



1502


£181.94


(Wheelie Bin emptying)


Members are advised that it will be necessary for two re-elected members to sign the invoices and cheques on this occasion, as the signatories have not yet been set up for the newly elected members.  
59.
REPORTS

The following reports have been received:-

a. Staffordshire Wildlife Trust, No. 99, April 2007
b. Campaign to Protect Rural England, Annual Report, 2007
c. Take Off, The County Air Ambulance Newsletter, Spring 2007

d. SCC, Bus Services, Timetable, Burton upon Trent Area, April 2007
e. Community Council of Staffordshire, Diary of Events 2007
f. SCC, Requirements for the installation of season attachments to street lighting equipment
g. Minutes from Tutbury Parish Council meetings, January, February & March 2007.
h. West Midlands Regional Assembly, Speaking Out, Issue 15 Spring 2007

i. The Clerk Magazine, May 2007
The Chairman will move that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
9TH May 2007
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