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1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received from Rev. I. Whitehead, Mr. A. Burston, Mr. J. Underhill, 

Mr. J. Toon.
2.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the meeting held on 24th April 2006 were approved and signed by the Chairman.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

There were no matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting.

4.
CHAIRMANS WELCOME & REVIEW OF PARISH ACTIVITIES



The Chairman welcomed parishioners to the Annual Parish Meeting and went on to make a full report on the following topics:-


Parish Plan; The Parish Council has continued to strongly support the Parish Plan which it adopted 4 years ago.  The Parish Council has continued to review progress of the implementation of the Parish Plan and a full report was presented to it’s meetings in September 2006 and April 2007.  All the issues in the plan have been addressed and variable progress has been made. 

Flooding; The Parish Council has continued to work throughout the year to minimise the threat of floods in the village and we have been fortunate that despite heavy rain there have been no reports of flooding to property.

Highways; Road safety remains a major problem for the village, issues include: Traffic Calming, Knowles Hill, Road Surfaces, Yellow Lines, Maintenance Agreements.

Planning; The Parish Council continues to consider all planning applications.  Most applications concern individual households and their immediate neighbours only, some however are of importance to the whole village such as the recent proposals for a Doctors Surgery in Station Road. 

Youth facilities; A continuous programme of repair and maintenance of the play areas in Meadow View and Elizabeth Avenue has continued during the past year.  The developer on the college site will be providing a toddler play area on the site and a junior play area at the back of it.  

Craythorne Field; The Parish Council continues to provide playing fields at Craythorne Field which continue to of even greater importance in view of the loss of the facilities on the Rolleston campus site.  An annual programme of verti-drainage commenced in the spring of 2006 to supplement the works done in the past to repair the main drain.  
4. CHAIRMANS WELCOME & REVIEW OF PARISH ACTIVITIES 
Jinny Nature Trail; The Jinny Nature Trail continues to be managed jointly by its owners, Stretton Parish Council and Rolleston on Dove Parish Council.  Most of the real work continues to be done by Burton Conservation Volunteers ably led by Laurence Oates whose contribution to the enhancement of this wonderful facility remains immeasurable.  A public enquiry held in April 2007 heard representations regarding the proposal for conversion of the trail to a bridleway.  Rolleston and Stretton were opposed to the proposals and instructed a barrister to make our case.

Bus Shelters; The Parish Council continues to maintain bus shelters in the village.  The Parish Council will need to make provision over the next few years to replace some of the existing shelters which are reaching the end of their useful lifespan.  

Village Police Service; The Parish Council has maintained a good relationship with our community policeman P.C. Lear who is responsible for Rolleston and a much wider area.  The Parish Council continues to make representations to senior levels of the police service where structural problems lead to inadequacies in our local policing.  The Parish Council was very sorry that the community lost the services of Catherine Millington as a Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) covering Rolleston on Dove and neighbouring villages.

Derbyshire Airfield; The Parish Council continues to be represented by Paul Taylor on a consultative committee of affected Parish Councils and the airfield.  The committee meets when issues arise.

RODSEC; The Parish Council has an effective liaison with RODSEC and will continue to support its activities in the village as a co-ordinating body for village events.

Footpaths; The Parish Council once again completed an annual walk of the public footpaths in Rolleston last summer and arranged for a programme of repairs to stiles and signposts to be implemented.

Village Environment; The Chairman made a report on the following items concerning the village environment:
Village Clean Up day; is co-ordinated annually by the Parish Council and usually takes place in May.  
Litter cleaner; the Parish Council pays for a considerable amount of litter clearing by our Environmental keeper, some additional hours are supplied each week by Mr. Adams concentrating on known problem areas in the village.  
Conservation Area Appraisal; The Parish Council worked closely with the Borough Council when the document was produced and finalised in March 2006.  The Parish Council has spent the last twelve months pressing the Borough Council to formally adopt the document.  
Conservation Officer; The absence of a Borough Councils Conservation Officer since April 1st 2006 has detracted from the Parish Councils ability to deal with conservation issues in the village.  
Lawns/Burnside Junction fencing; the Conservation Area Appraisal identified the appearance of the railings at the junction of The Lawns and Burnside as detrimental to the character of the area and in drastic need of improvement.  The Parish Council took up the matter with the County Council who own them and secured a promise of enhancement which has been implemented.  
Central Village Refurbishment; The Parish Council has carried out a programme of central village refurbishment during the last year with painting of the Burnside railings and the three old ford bridges over the Alder brook and repairs to the railings in the Spread Eagle Island.  
Finger Post repair, the Parish Council undertook the repair of the historic fingerpost at the junction of School Lane, Chapel Lane and Beacon Road. There is only one contractor in the country capable of doing this expensive work and the Parish Council is therefore very grateful for the financial support received from Rolleston Civic Trust and the County Councillors fund.  
4. CHAIRMANS WELCOME & REVIEW OF PARISH ACTIVITIES 
Village Notice Boards; Following the unfortunate loss of the old notice board site at the former post office, the Parish Council were grateful for the assistance provided by Starbucks Newsagents in granting permission for a new big board outside their premises.  The whole community is grateful to the various organisations in the village that made significant financial contributions.  During the year the Parish Council erected a second noticeboard by the Meadow View jitty adjacent to the Westbury Homes Development thus meeting the longstanding aspirations of residents at the end of the village.
Anslow Lane Footway; For many years the Parish Council has continued to press for a footway in Anslow Lane.  Unfortunately this year we have had a definite statement from the County Council that one cannot be provided.  There seems to be little more that can be done at present.
Brook Hollows; In previous years the Parish Council has supported a Borough Council proposal for a “Friends of Brook Hollows” organisation.  Unfortunately the Borough Council have not been able to implement this at present due to staff shortages.  In the meantime the village continues to owe considerable debt to the Civic Trust due to John Carlton in particular for the massive amount of work that they have done in Brook Hollows during the past year.
Shotwood Close; The Parish Council continues to receive concerns about issues in Shotwood Close relating to the ownership of land and responsibility for maintenance.  These are the responsibility of the Borough and County Councils and we continue to press for their resolution.

Leap Initiative; During the past year the Borough Council targeted a part of Rolleston for its Leap Initiative.  Most of the issues identified were the responsibility of the County Council and were passed to them but the few Parish Council problems were promptly rectified.  The Parish Council have also paid for a bulky waste collection covering most of the part of the village that was not in the Leap programme to ensure equality of treatment for all residents.

Bus Services; Unfortunately one of the bus companies serving the village has recently proposed major cuts which were strongly opposed by the Parish Council which wanted all of Rolleston’s bus services to be maintained.  For many years there has been a campaign for a bus stop at the junction of Elizabeth Avenue and Burnside.  The County Council had always refused this on safety grounds and a majority of the Parish Council had agreed with the County Council although continuing to pass on requests for action to the County.  This year however the County Council agreed to put in a new bus stop as requested and this has worked well proving that the Parish Council must always continue to listen to the public!

Single Site School; The Rolleston Parish Plan envisages a single site primary school as part of a long term aim for the village.  The Parish Council has consistently stated that it would make part of the Elizabeth Avenue Playing field available for a single site school based on the Alderbrook site if this would facilitate the process.  At a recent meeting a spokesman for the Education Department said that the County does not have sufficient funds to build a new school at present and that any building away from the current sites would involve their redevelopment for housing.

Village Surgery; There is widespread support in Rolleston for the idea of a village surgery and this has been supported by the Parish Council.  The planning application submitted was turned down by the Borough Council as it was on flood plain.  The Parish Council has recently circulated a petition around the village to demonstrate support for a village doctor’s surgery on a suitable site.

Precept; The activities of the Parish Council are made possible by the precept charged to Council tax payers.  As always this remains a tiny part of the total council tax bill.  This year’s precept has been set at £39,500 which is the same as last year.

Code of Conduct; As required by government legislation Rolleston on Dove Parish Council has adopted a code of conduct which has been signed by all members of the council.  All parish councillors completed declarations of interests as required by law.
4. 
CHAIRMANS WELCOME & REVIEW OF PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Calor Village of the Year Competition; The Parish Council supported the village entry into the Calor Village of the Year competition and delegated the work to the Civic Trust, Tom Martin and Roger Gawthorpe in particular.  Rolleston won its category and I would like to take this opportunity to once again thank Roger and Tom and the Civic Trust for their hard work and for the recognition that Rolleston has gained as a strong vibrant community.

Open Government; Rolleston on Dove Parish Council remains committed to an ethos of open and consultative government.  The Parish Council holds liaison meetings with village organisations every three months to sound out opinion on current issues and to listen to criticism.  A Parish Council insert in the Civic Trust Newsletter, the Rollestonian continues to be delivered quarterly to nearly every household in the village.  Public Meetings are held as required on important issues.  The Rolleston Website has provided a further means to spread information about Parish Council activities.

Parish Council; As the Parish Council Chairman I would like to thank the Parish Clerk, the Vice-Chairman Beryl Toon and all members of the Parish Council for their support during the past year.  The Parish Council continues to be a team effort and can only success if it continues as such.  Finally, this is the last annual meeting of the current Parish Council and a new one will be elected on May 3rd.  A large number of colleagues are standing down and I would like to thank them all for their massive contribution to village life:
· Andy Starbuck, 4 years on the Parish Council

· John Westwood, 8 years on the Parish Council

· Wally Hodson-Walker, 20 years on the Parish Council and also in the past, 12 years as a Borough Councillor and 4 years as a County Councillor.

· Marek Trelinski, 24 years on the Parish Council and 20 years as a Borough Councillor.

I would like to add that I am standing down myself after 8 years on the Parish Council.  I am sure that I speak on behalf of all retiring members when I say that it has been a privilege to hold elected office in this community and that we have tried t fulfil our duties to the best of our ability.  Thank you everyone for your support.


A full copy of the Chairman’s report is held in the minute book.

5.
REPORT OF BOORUGH COUNCILLOR

Dr. Trelinski reported on the following items:-

Local Plan Adoption: Dr. Trelinski reported that the Borough Council Local Plan had been adopted at a full Council meeting in July 2007 and that this plan will be in operation for three years from the date of adoption.  He reported that consultations regarding its replacement, the Local Development Framework will commence at the end of 2007.


Burton as a Housing Focus: Dr. Trelinski advised that during recent consultations on the West Midlands Regional Spacial Strategy he was the only Borough Councillor to vote against the Borough Councils submission that Burton should be a Regional Housing Focus and should rely on industrial redevelopment at Drakelow Power Station.


Conservation Area Appraisal: Dr. Trelinski reported that a comprehensive appraisal document for our conservation area had been produced by ESBC at the end of March 2006, with the help of the Parish Council, the Civic Trust and Village Design Statement Group.  Dr. Trelinski reported that despite twelve months of applying pressure to ESBC the document had still not been formally adopted.


Conservation Area Officer:  Dr. Trelinski reported that ESBC has not had a Conservation Officer since 1st April 2006 and this had severely hampered its ability to deal with conservation issues.  


WASPS Action Plan: Dr. Trelinski reported that this was delivered to every household in the village during the summer of 2005 by the Borough Council, having been prepared by the Village Design Statement Group for the Parish Council.  The Parish Council produced a document which was adopted by the Borough Council as its action plan for Rolleston.  The plan was delivered in the village at the end of 2006 by the Parish Council as part of its Rollestonian contribution, as the Borough Council were unwilling to do so. 

5.
REPORT OF BOORUGH COUNCILLOR

WASPS Fund:  Dr. Trelinski reported that the allocation available had been cut from £3,000 to £2,000 and that the money had been spent on the railings in Burnside, painting the three ford bridges over the Alderbrook and a footpath leaflet.  It was reported that during the 2007/08 financial year, that the WASPS funding would be cut to £1,000 per councillor plus the ability to bid for another £1,000 from a central fund.


Recycling: All households in Rolleston are now covered by the recycling collections.


Brook Hollows; Dr. Trelinski reported that the Borough Council owns Brook Hollows and has managed it for many years in collaboration with the Rolleston Civic Society.  The plan to form a “Friends of Brook Hollows” group has been stalled due to a staff shortage at ESBC meaning that at present they do not have the resources to proceed with this project.

Leisure Centres:  Dr. Trelinski reported that the Borough Council continues to face a big problem with the long term refurbishment of its leisure centres in Uttoxeter and Burton and this is why the Tesco scheme in Burton had been seen as a way forward for the future.  Dr. Trelinski reported that it appeared that there would be duration of possibly several years, where Burton would be without leisure facilities.


Chief Executive:  Dr. Trelinski advised that the Borough Councils Chief Executive has been off work for several months with a very serious illness.  He asked everyone to join him in wishing Marie a speedy and full recovery.


Future of Local Government: Dr. Trelinski reported that this time last year there was much speculation about the future of local government.  It was reported that the government seems to of pulled back from the creation of unitary authorities.    


In addition, Dr. Trelinski reported that this would be his last report to the village of Rolleston as its elected representative as he will be retiring from Medical practice in 18 months and be spending most of his time away from the village after this time.  Dr. Trelinski reported that he was privileged to of served Rolleston for the last 20 years as Borough Councillor and 24 years as a Parish Councillor.


A full copy of Dr. Trelinski’s report is held in the minute book. 
6.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR


Mr. Fraser did not attend the meeting or provide a formal report.
7. 
REPORT OF RODSEC


Mr. Martin made a report on the following items on behalf of RODSEC:-


RODSEC:  It was reported that it was with much pleasure that RODSEC were able to report on their sixth successful year of operation.


Mellstock Band:  In November 2006, RODSEC welcomed the Mellstock Band back for a concert organised jointly by RODSEC and Rolleston on Dove WI.  The event had been planned as a memorial to the founding Chairman, Ann Burston who had also been a very active member of the W.I.  The evening was a financial as well as social success and RODSEC was able to put aside a useful sum towards the Heritage Weekend, as well as contributing to the refurbishment of the Old Grammar School.


Calor Village:  RODSEC were proud to be associated with Rolleston’s successful entry in the 2006 Calor Staffordshire “Building Community Life” competition.


Lesley Smith:  In March 2007 an evening was held with Lesley Smith of Tutbury Castle in Rolleston, this time in her role as Anne Boleyn.  There was a capacity audience of 180 and tickets sold out three weeks before the event.
7.
REPORT OF RODSEC


Live & Local:  It was reported that Mr. Burston and Mr. Martin have recently become involved with “Live & Local” an organisation funded by the Arts Council and several County and District Councils including SCC and ESBC.  As RODSEC representatives, Mr. Burston and Mr. Martin are facilitating the opportunity for Rolleston Groups to bring performers of National importance to the village.


Village Organisations:  RODSEC have continued to help other village organisations with advertising, ticket sales, loan of equipment and practical help.  In addition they have agreed to pay for an external electricity supply from the Old Grammar School for use on The Croft.

Heritage Weekend:  It was reported that RODSEC’s next big public event is the Heritage Weekend from 14th – 17th September in and around the Church, the Old Grammar School, the Almshouses and Rolleston Club.

A full copy of the RODSEC report is held in the minute book.

8. 
REPORT OF CIVIC TRUST


Mr. Gawthorpe made a report on the following items on behalf of the Civic Trust:-


Public Meetings:  It was reported that the Civic Trust has again arranged a programme of regular meetings.  It was reported that attendance at these meetings has been good with 35 people attending the recent talk on antiques.

Outside Events:  It was reported that outside events had been equally successful; in particular the Annual Pancake Races which were supported by 104 runners, plus more than a similar number of cheer leaders and supporters.

Social Events:  Social events of a working nature have included planting daffodils, Narcissus and Snowdrops at Village entries and at St Marys Churchyard.  The Civic Trust award was given to the Almshouses following building improvements and work in the gardens.


Brook Hollows:  
Members had continued to work energetically with grass cutting, strimming and the removal of rubble which had been left behind after the waterfall repairs.  Members continued to work with Burton Conservation Volunteers.

Planning Watchdog:  The Civic Trust has continued its role of planning watchdog, keeping a regular eye on new planning applications and developments.


Rollestonian:  It was reported that the President has tirelessly completed another year producing the Rollestonian.  It was reported that advertising revenues continue to ensure that the Rollestonian is self-funding.


Notice boards & Street Furniture:  The Civic Trust is currently undertaking a survey with in Rolleston on street furniture, signs and markings to create an inventory of what there is.  Two notice boards have been erected within the village this year, with the Civic Trust making a donation of £200 towards the board outside of Starbucks.  The Civic Trust has also made a donation of £1,000 towards the restoration of the broken fingerpost.


Jinny Public House:  It was reported that the Jinny has collected £350 for the Civic Trust from a raffle it ran over Christmas.  


Calor Village:  The Civic Trust jointly with RODSEC submitted the entry to the “Calor Village Competition” winning first place.  The Civic Trust and RODSEC decided to donate the £250.00 prize money to the Rolleston United Foundation.

A full copy of the Civic Trusts report is held in the minute book.

9. 
REPORT OF VDSG


Mr. Partington made a report on the following items on behalf of the Village Design Statement Group:-


Way of meeting:  It was reported that since the last Parish Meeting the group has maintained its formal organisation but has adopted a less formal way of operating.


Biffa Award:  The meeting was advised that work on the application for a Biffa Award grant to finance the building of the new kitchen, toilet and storage extension of the Old Grammar School, culminated in late summer last year, when the VDSG were advised that the application had been approved.

Old Grammar School:  It was reported that the old extension had been demolished and that the new extension was nearing completion.  The VDSG complimented the P.C.C. on having produced a fine building appropriate to the Old Grammar School, the Church and the adjacent buildings.

Jinny Trail:  The VDSG advised that they had recently made a written submission at the appeal against the Jinny Trail being a designated Bridle Path.  


Parish Plan:  The VDSG advised that they feel a responsibility to observe progress of the Parish Plan because it is based on their village appraisal.  The VDSG reported that as this would be the last meeting of some of the Parish Councillors who instigated the VDSG in Rolleston and adopted the process leading to the Parish Plan, they would like to record their appreciation of their help and encouragement.


A full copy of the Village Design Statement Groups report is held in the minute book.

10. 
REPORT OF PARISH COUNCILS REPRESENTATIVE – SCHOOL GOVERNOR


Mr. Winstone made a report on the following item:-


Mr. Bateman: It was reported that the Head has continued his tremendous work, bringing financial stability to the running of the School.


Mrs. Graham:  It was reported that Mrs. Graham has been appointed Deputy Head of the school and that she is already an experienced teacher at Rolleston.

External Events: It was reported that the children have continued to represent the school at various external events.


Sports Field:  It was reported that Rolleston managed to win the Dove Valley Cricket Tournament and inter school netball contest.  


Rolls Royce Challenge:  It was reported that pupils entered the Rolls Royce design challenge and won the overall prize of £200.


Academic Results:  Mr. Winstone reported that the SATS results could not be taken at face value as there had been concerns raised over the marking.


Jamie Oliver School Dinners:  It was reported that Jamie Oliver’s influence is still present.  A healthy school diet has been ordered by the County which has led to a healthy rise in home made pack lunches.


A full copy of Mr. Winstone’s report is held in the minute book.

11. 
REPORT OF REV. I. WHITEHEAD, ST MARYS CHURCH


Mr. Barker made the following report on behalf of Rev. I. Whitehead, St. Marys Church:

Congregation; It was reported that there has been a steady increase in the attendance figures for the Sunday service throughout 2006.

11.
REPORT OF REV. I. WHITEHEAD, ST MARYS CHURCH


Access Project;  2006 saw the beginnings of the Access Project with the building of the external amp, re-laying of the churchyard paths and providing a new water and sewage supply to the Church and Old School Room.  This was entirely paid for through the fundraising and giving of the church members and with a grant from the local council.  In 2006 the Church also heard they were successful in obtaining a major grant for the Old School Room development through the Village Design Statement Group from the organisation Biffa Awards together with a further grant from East Staffordshire Borough Council. 

Financial Review:  2006 was a fabulous year for the Church and for its finances.  Fund raising for the fabric fund exceeded £18k.  The general fund was severely depleted, although £3080 is due to be reclaimed shortly for the completion of the works under the Road Bond.  



A full copy of Mr. Barker’s report is held in the minute book.

12. 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Members discussed that the attendance for the Annual Parish Meeting was poor.  The Clerk advised that there were 16 attendees in total, which was the same attendance figure as the previous year.  It was agreed that the meeting and a copy of the minutes should be displayed on the village website.  Members agreed that the Chairman’s Report from the meeting should form part of the Parish Councils contribution for the next issue of the Rollestonian.

Chairman
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